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London  Bird  Report  for  1992 

Editor:  M.A.  HARDWICK,  The  Garden  Flat,  13  Southcote  Road,  Tufnell  Park,  London 
N19  5BJ. 

Assisted  by  an  editorial  team  of:  M.K.  DENNIS,  A.V.  MOON,  A.J.  MORRIS, 
P.  NAYLOR  and  N.R.  WHEATLEY. 


Introduction 


Regular  readers  of  the  LBR  will  have  noticed  the  considerable  change  in  the  cover  design 
and  page  size  of  this  year’s  report.  This  is  part  of  an  ongoing  process  of  updating  and 
improving  its  presentation  and  I  hope  these  changes  will  meet  with  approval.  Other 
changes  include  the  long-standing  species  numbering  system  which  has  been  replaced 
with  the  widely-used  EURING  numbers  and  a  new  and  more  detailed  map  together  with  a 
comprehensive  gazetteer  of  sites.  The  Editor  would  like  to  pay  special  thanks  to  Ken 
Osborne  for  producing  the  map. 

There  is  one  change  to  the  recording  team  this  year.  After  no  less  than  eighteen  years 
as  the  Middx  recorder  Peter  Naylor  has  hung  up  his  pen  and  the  position  has  been  taken 
on  by  Robert  Calif.  After  such  a  marathon  stint  it  would  be  remiss  of  me  not  to  pay 
special  thanks  to  Peter  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  his  vast  knowledge  of  London’s 
birds  will  not  be  lost  to  the  Society  as  he  will  remain  a  member  of  the  Records 
Committee.  A  warm  welcome  is  of  course  extended  to  Robert. 

The  number  of  contributors  of  records  remains  at  a  healthy  level  but  did  drop  this  year 
and  this  gives  some  concern  for  the  future.  With  ever-increasing  pressures  on  natural 
habitat  in  and  around  the  Capital,  the  importance  of  producing  an  accurate  and  wide- 
ranging  annual  report  of  bird  records  is  perhaps  more  important  than  ever.  I  would  urge 
all  of  you  who  do  not  contribute  records  to  please  do  so.  A  guide  for  contributors  of 
ornithological  records  which  lists  the  type  of  records  required  by  the  Society  is  published 
at  the  end  of  this  report.  There  have  been  several  recent  changes  to  the  list  of  species  for 
which  we  require  detailed  descriptions  or  brief  identification  notes  and  all  contributors 
should  check  the  guide  before  submitting  records. 

It  is  with  some  despair  that  I  feel  compelled  to  draw  the  attention  of  readers  to  the  sad 
state  of  affairs  at  two  of  London’s  premier  birdwatching  sites,  both  on  the  Lower  Thames. 
At  Rainham  Marsh,  water  levels  are  now  so  low  that  wader  habitat  is  virtually  non¬ 
existent  and  this,  combined  with  the  appalling  mistreatment  of  the  site  by  falconers, 
motorcyclists  and  fly-tippers,  has  put  huge  pressure  on  its  once  thriving  avifauna.  Further 
downriver  at  West  Thurrock,  the  situation  is  equally  distressing  with  the  closure  of  the 
power  station  outflow  that  had  provided  excellent  feeding  conditions  for  terns  and  gulls 
and  the  drying  out  of  the  ash  lagoon  which  was  such  an  important  high  tide  roost  site  for 
waders.  These  serve  as  stark  examples  of  the  tremendous  pressure  on  important  habitats  in 
the  London  Area  and  should  prompt  us  all  to  be  aware  of  what  is  happening  around  us 
and  to  become  involved  in  efforts  to  preserve  what  is  left  of  wild  London. 

The  tradition  of  publishing  local  avifaunal  studies  is  continued  with  two  more 
thorough  and  interesting  papers:  the  Birds  of  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir  by  Gary  Elton  and 
the  Birds  of  Crayford,  Dartford  and  Stone  Marshes  by  Tony  Morris  and  Barry  Wright. 
Also  included  this  year  is  a  paper  on  Wintering  Blackcaps  and  Chiffchaffs  in  the  London 
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Area  by  the  prolific  Mike  Dennis,  Phillip  Jones’  annual  Ringing  Report  and  a  short 
addendum  to  the  major  paper  on  rare  birds  in  the  Area  published  in  LBR  56. 

1992  will  be  remembered  as  a  vintage  year  in  London  for  rare  birds  with  no  less  than 
four  ‘firsts’  and  notes  on  each  of  these  are  included  towards  the  end  of  the  Report, 
together  with  an  account  of  a  male  Ring-necked  Duck  x  Tufted  Duck  hybrid. 

THE  LONDON  LIST 

In  last  year’s  LBR  there  was  an  error  in  the  total  given  for  the  number  of  species  of  birds 
recorded  in  a  wild  state  in  the  London  Area  in  historic  times  ( LBR  56:4).  This  was  due  to 
the  omission  of  a  19th  century  record  of  Cream-coloured  Courser  and  the  total  number  of 
species  up  to  June  1992  should  therefore  have  been  340  and  not  339.  The  Editor  would 
like  to  thank  Mike  Earp  for  being  the  first  to  spot  the  error  which  also  effects  Hardwick 
and  Self,  1992  (LBR  56:  183-212). 

To  fully  update  and  correct  the  situation,  the  last  full  checklist  of  the  birds  of  the 
London  Area  appeared  in  1991  in  LBR  54:141-144.  There  was  an  error  in  listing  Crested 
Tit  as  both  a  pre-1900  and  post- 1900  record  but  it  was  only  counted  once.  Therefore  the 
total  number  of  species  recorded,  given  as  334,  was  correct  at  that  time.  Since  the 
publication  of  that  list  the  following  nine  species  have  been  added  to  the  list: 

Mediterranean  Shearwater  (taxonomic  re-appraisal) 

Dusky  (Naumann’s)  Thrush  (1990) 

Bridled  Tern  (1991) 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  (1991) 

Pine  Bunting  (1992) 

Cattle  Egret  (1992) 

Sardinian  Warbler  (1992) 

Olive-backed  Pipit  (1992) 

Rustic  Bunting  (February  1993) 

and,  following  a  review  of  all  historic  records  by  the  BOURC,  the  19th  century  record  of 
Short-billed  Dowitcher  is  no  longer  considered  acceptable  and  is  duly  removed  from  the 
London  list.  The  total  number  of  species  recorded  in  a  wild  state  in  the  London  Area 
in  historic  times  up  to  August  1993  is,  therefore,  342  (330  since  1900).  An  updated 
checklist  together  with  EURING  numbers  will  be  published  in  next  year's  LBR. 

WILDFOWL  INDICES 

Regular  readers  will  note  that  no  wildfowl  indices  appear  in  this  year's  LBR.  It  has 
become  increasingly  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  obtain  a  consistent,  yearly  series  of 
wildfowl  counts  from  the  waters  which  make  up  these  indices.  Rather  than  publishing 
indices  which  would  not  be  a  fair  reflection  of  winter  wildfowl  numbers  in  the  Area,  the 
Editor  has  decided  to  discontinue  them  for  the  time  being.  It  is  hoped  that  a  more 
workable  method  of  reflecting  winter  wildfowl  in  the  Area  can  be  developed  for  use  in 
future  LBR' s. 
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Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Recorders  and  to  Rupert  Hastings  and  Andrew  Moon  for 
invaluable  comments  on  the  species  drafts;  to  Andrew  Moon  for  also  proof-reading  the 
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Records  Committee 

A.V.  Moon,  Chairman 

M.A.  Hardwick,  R.B.  Hastings,  B.A.  Marsh,  P.  Naylor,  N.R.  Wheatley  and  the  following 
Recorders: 


Inner  London 

K.C.  Osborne,  10  Ellice  Road,  Oxted,  Surrey,  RH8  OPY. 

Essex 

M.K.  Dennis,  173  Collier  Row  Lane,  Romford,  Essex  RM5  3ED. 

Herts 

A.D.  Wilson,  14  Marina  Gardens,  Cheshunt,  Herts,  EN8  9QY. 

Middlesex 

R.M.  Calif,  109  World’s  End  Lane,  Enfield,  Middx,  EN2  7RG. 

Bucks 

C.  Lamsdell,  4  Hardings  Close,  Iver  Heath,  Bucks,  SLO  OHL. 

Kent 

A.J.  Morris,  134  Station  Road,  Crayford,  Kent,  DAI  3QQ. 

Surrey 

K.F.  Betton,  8  Dukes  Close,  Folly  Hill,  Famham,  Surrey,  GU9  ODR. 

RECORDING  ARRANGEMENTS 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  area  covered  by  this  Report,  conventionally  known  as  ‘the  London  Area’,  is  the  area 
within  20  miles  of  St  Paul’s  Cathedral.  The  Area  covers  the  whole  of  Greater  London  and 
parts  of  Hertfordshire,  Essex,  Kent,  Surrey,  Berkshire  and  Buckinghamshire.  However, 
for  continuity  of  recording,  vice-counties  as  described  in  the  Ray  Society’s  publication 
Watsonian  Vice-counties  of  Great  Britain  (J.E.  Dandy  1969)  are  used  in  this  Report 
instead  of  the  present  administrative  areas  (but  note  that  vice-counties  18  and  19,  South 
and  North  Essex,  are  lumped  together  as  Essex).  The  vice-county  boundaries  are  shown 
on  the  map  of  the  Area  which  follows.  There  is  also  a  special  recording  zone  for  Inner 
London.  This  is  a  rectangular  area,  five  miles  north  to  south,  eight  miles  east  to  west, 
centred  on  the  site  of  the  old  Charing  Cross  on  the  south  side  of  Trafalgar  Square,  which 
covers  parts  of  Middx,  Surrey  and,  just,  Kent.  A  detailed  Map  of  the  Area  together  with 
a  Gazetteer  of  Sites  appears  on  pages  8  to  11. 

The  names  used  in  this  Report  for  certain  sites  are  not  shown  on,  or  differ  from  those 
on,  Ordnance  Survey  maps.  For  example,  Knight,  Bessborough,  Lambeth  and  Chelsea 
Reservoirs  are  collectively  known  as  Walton  Res.  Reservoirs  in  the  Walthamstow 
complex  are  also  treated  together.  Hogsmill  SF  in  Surrey  is  also  known  as  Berrylands  SF; 
the  former  name  is  used  in  this  Report.  Names  of  gravel  extraction  sites  in  the  upper 
Colne  valley  follow  those  in  the  Hertfordshire  Bird  Report  for  1986.  In  general,  names  of 
sites  in  the  lower  Colne  valley  and  in  the  Lea  Valley  follow  Appendices  M  and  N  to  The 
Birds  of  Hertfordshire  (Gladwin  &  Sage  1986),  but  Harefield  Moor  GP  is  now  known  as 
Broadwater  GP  and  Holyfield  Marsh  GP  is  known  as  Fishers  Green  in  this  Report.  North 
Feltham  GP  is  now  known  as  The  Causeway  NR  and  this  name  will  be  used  in  future.  It 
would  be  helpful  if  these  names  could  be  used  by  observers  when  submitting  records.  A 
National  Grid  reference  should  be  given  in  any  difficult  or  doubtful  case.  All  records  of 
interest  are  welcome,  from  LNHS  members  and  non-members  alike.  These  include 
information  on  the  local  status  of  common  species,  breeding  records,  notes  on  migration 
(including  first  and  last  dates  and  main  movements),  regular  counts  of  wintering 
populations  and  notes  on  behaviour  and  on  the  occurrence  of  unusual  birds.  Many  of  the 
passerines,  in  particular,  are  under-recorded.  Regular  reports  from  the  same  localities  are 
invaluable  in  assessing  population  trends;  such  reports,  along  with  comments  on  changes 
in  status,  are  always  very  welcome.  A  guide  for  contributors  of  records  is  published  in 
this  report  on  pages  188  to  191.  Records  should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate  recorder  listed 
on  page  6. 

It  will  greatly  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording  sheets  are 
used.  These  are  available  from  any  6f  the  Recorders  or  the  Editor  on  request.  Species 
should  be  listed  in  Voous  sequence  as  used  in  this  Report.  Separate  sheets  should  be  used 
for  each  recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  for  the  period  January  to  July  should 
be  submitted  in  August  and  for  the  period  August  to  December  in  early  January  of  the 
following  year.  Observers  are  reminded  that  it  will  not  be  possible  to  include  records 
submitted  after  the  end  of  February  in  the  London  Bird  Report  for  the  previous  year. 

Records  of  nationally  rare  species  should  be  submitted  via  the  local  Recorder  to  the 
British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sighting.  Breeding  records 
of  rare  species  should  be  sent  via  the  local  Recorder  to  the  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel. 
Where  requested,  records  will  of  course  be  treated  in  strict  confidence. 

Records  of  other  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined  by  the 
LNHS  Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Therefore,  please 
complete  and  submit  a  LNHS  Unusual  Species  Description  Form  (available  from  the 
Recorders  or  the  Editor)  or  a  brief  description/copy  of  your  field  notes  for  these  species. 
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Please  submit  these  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sighting.  Species  for  which  a  full 
description  or  brief  description/field  notes  are  required  are  evident  from  the‘guide 
to  contributors’  at  the  back  of  this  report. 
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Gazetteer  of  Sites 

The  following  gazetteer  is  not  intended  to  include  every  single  site  mentioned  in  the  LBR 
and  omits  obvious  place  names  of  towns  and  villages.  It  does  however,  seek  to  identify 
the  whereabouts  of  productive  ornithological  sites,  well  known  or  otherwise.  It  is  intended 
to  keep  this  up  to  date  in  each  future  issue  of  the  LBR.  Each  site  name  is  followed  by  a  six 
figure  Ordnance  Survey  Grid  Reference  enabling  sites  to  pinpointed  on  the  map  above. 
The  Grid  Reference  number  either  refers  to  the  centre  of  the  site  or  a  point  of  particular 
ornithological  interest.  Readers  should  note  that  the  inclusion  of  a  site  in  this  gazetteer 
does  not  imply  public  access:  indeed  some  are  strictly  private  or  access  is  by  permit  only. 
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There  has  been  considerable  confusion  caused  in  the  past  by  contributors  of  records 
using  inconsistent  and  unfamiliar  place  names  and  we  would  urge  all  contributors  to  use 
the  names  listed  in  this  gazetteer  whenever  appropriate.  In  doubtful  cases,  please  submit 
the  record  along  with  an  Ordnance  Survey  Grid  Reference  number. 


Addington  Hills 

TQ353643 

Charlton  GP 

TQ087692 

Alexandra  Park 

TQ302900 

Cheshunt  Marsh 

TL367018 

Aldenham  Res 

TQ 169955 

Cheshunt  GP 

TL370030 

Archbishop’s  Park 

TQ241761 

Chess  Valley 

TQ062956 

Amwell  GP 

TL380125 

Chigwell  Res 

TQ460937 

Apps  Court  Farm  GP 

TQ  165625 

Chipstead  Lake 

TQ505565 

Arbrook  Common 

TQ  145630 

Claremont  Lake 

TQ  130630 

Ashtead  Common 

TQ175595 

Chorleywood  Common 

TQ033963 

Ashford  Cemetery 

TQ067731 

Cobbins  Brook 

TL409018 

Aveley  Landfill 

TQ558812 

Claybury 

TQ435913 

Banbury  Res 

TQ362915 

Clay  Tye  Wood 

TQ595867 

Bankside  PS 

TQ320806 

Connaught  Water 

TQ404933 

Banstead  Downs 

TQ252610 

Copped  Hall 

TL430010 

Banstead  Heath 

TQ235545 

Coppetts  Wood 

TQ277916 

Banstead  Wood 

TQ260560 

Corbets  Tey 

TQ577851 

Barking  Bay /Marsh 

TQ451816 

Commill  Meads 

TL38001 1 

Bam  Elms  Res 

TQ228770 

Copse  Wood 

TQ085897 

Bam  Hill 

TQ  194874 

Coursers  Lane  Fields 

TL200040 

Barrack  Wood 

TQ597915 

Crayford  Marsh 

TQ532775 

Barwell  Court  Farm 

TQ  170630 

Crayford  Ness 

TQ532781 

Batchworth  Lake 

TQ058940 

Croham  Hurst 

TQ337632 

Batler’s  Green 

TL158985 

Crossness 

TQ478815 

Battersea  Park 

TQ282772 

Croxley  Hall  WCB 

TQ067944 

Bay  hurst  Wood 

TQ068889 

Curtismill  Green 

TQ5 19965 

Beddington  Park 

TQ292654 

Dagenham  Chase 

TQ5 14858 

Beddington  SF 

TQ290662 

Dagenham  Corridor 

TQ495875 

Bedfont  Lakes 

TQ078726 

Dagnam  Park 

TQ550933 

Bedfords  Park 

TQ5 18925 

Darenth  Lake 

TQ559710 

Beech  Farm  GP 

TL 190086 

Darenth  Valley  Walk 

TQ560704 

Belhus  Woods  CP 

TQ570825 

Darenth  Wood 

TQ580727 

Bell  Lane  Fields 

TL  198040 

Darlands  Lake 

TQ243943 

Belvedere  PS 

TQ499808 

Darrick  Wood 

TQ443650 

Bentley  Priory 

TQ  155927 

Dartford  Heath 

TQ5 16733 

Berrybushes  Wood 

TL069007 

Dartford  Marsh 

TQ544774 

Berwick  Ponds 

TQ543835 

Denham  Court  GP 

TQ045886 

Black  Park 

TQ0 10836 

Denham  CP 

TQ048865 

Bookham  Common 

TQ  130565 

Denham  Studios  GP 

TQ045996 

Box  Wood 

TL353096 

Dews  Farm  GP 

TQ054880 

Bowyer’s  GP 

TL368018 

Dobb’s  Weir 

TL384083 

Brent  Res 

TQ2 15870 

Downe  Bams  Farm 

TQ105841 

Bricket  Wood  Common 

TL130010 

Dulwich  Park 

TQ335735 

Broad  Colney  Lakes 

TL 178034 

Dulwich  Woods  (Sydenham  Hill  Wood) 

TQ340725 

Broadwater  GP 

TQ045892 

Eagle  Pond 

TQ390884 

Brockwell  Park 

TQ3 16740 

Epping  Forest 

TQ420985 

Bromley  Common 

TQ4 15655 

Epping  Upland 

TL430050 

Broomfield  Park 

TQ304927 

Epsom  Common 

TQ  190605 

Broxboume  GP 

TL379078 

Erith  Marsh/Crossness 

TQ488805 

Broxboume  Woods 

TL340080 

Esher  Common 

TQ  135625 

Bruce  Castle  Park 

TQ336908 

Essex  Filter  Beds 

TQ363868 

Buckhurst  Hill  GP  (New  Bams  Lake) 

TQ425934 

Fairmile  Common 

TQ125617 

Buckland  SP 

TQ227510 

Fairlop  Lake/Plain 

TQ458459 

Bulphan  Fen 

TQ633864 

Farlowes  Lake 

TQ047810 

Burgess  Park 

TQ335778 

Femyhill  Farm,  Enfield 

TQ282981 

Bury  Lake 

TQ053938 

Field  Common  GP 

TQ  128671 

Bushy  Park 

TQ  160690 

Fishers  Green 

TL376044 

Camley  Street  Natural  Park 

TQ298836 

Foots  Cray  Meadows 

TQ480715 

Cassiobury  Park 

TQ090970 

Forty  Hall,  Enfield 

TQ337987 
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Gatton  Park 

TQ271525 

Mill  Green  SP 

TL245100 

Gemon  Bushes 

TL490025 

Mitcham  Common 

TQ290675 

Gillespie  Park 

TQ3 15863 

Monkton  Hadley  Common 

TQ265972 

Godstone  SP 

TQ345518 

Moor  Mill 

TL 145030 

Grays  Chalk  Pits 

TQ609788 

Moorhall  GP 

TQ048889 

Grovelands  Park 

TQ305944 

Morden  Hall  Park 

TQ264687 

Haberdasher’s  Girls  School 

TL 170965 

Navestock  Lake/Park 

TQ538985 

Hadley  Common 

TQ265972 

Nazeing  GP 

TL385072 

Hainault  Forest 

TQ476932 

Netherhall  GP 

TL394083 

Hall  Marsh 

TL373017 

New  Cross  Railway  Cutting 

TQ363768 

Ham  Lands 

TQ 165725 

Northaw  Great  Wood 

TL285044 

Hampermill  Lake 

TQ095942 

Nower  Wood 

TQ  195547 

Hampstead  Heath 

TQ273866 

Oakend  Wood 

TQ020890 

Hampton  Court  Park 

TQ  166676 

Old  Parkbury 

TL  163023 

Harefield  Place  GP 

TQ055865 

Old  Slade  NR 

TQ040780 

Harold  Wood  (Nag’s  Head)  SF 

TQ565915 

Ongar  Park  Wood 

TL495025 

Harrrow  School 

TQ  157870 

Orsett  Fen 

TQ628833 

Harrow  Weald  Common 

TQ  145933 

Osterley  Park 

TQ  145780 

Hatfield  Cemetery 

TL234079 

Oxhey  Wood 

TQ  105925 

Hatfield  Park 

TL240080 

Oxleas  Wood 

TQ450686 

Havering  CP 

TQ505930 

Panshanger  Park 

TL283130 

Headley  Heath 

TQ200535 

Park  Farm  (S) 

TQ  18 1623 

Helicon  GP 

TQ039909 

Park  Farm,  Enfield 

TQ292983 

Hertford  Heath 

TL349107 

Park  Street  GP 

TL  149024 

High  Elms 

TQ450630 

Park  Wood 

TQ095890 

Highgate  Wood 

TQ283887 

Parkside  Farm,  Enfield 

TQ303982 

Highway  Farm,  Harefield 

TQ060881 

Parkland  Walk 

TQ294902 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

TQ158959 

Pamdon  Wood 

TL445070 

Hither  Green  Cemetery 

TQ398729 

Peri  vale  Wood 

TQ  160837 

Hoblingwell  Wood 

TQ450690 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

TQ054758 

Hogsmill  SF 

TQ  197682 

Petts  Wood 

TQ445670 

Holmethorpe  SP 

TQ295515 

Ponders  End  Lake 

TQ362946 

Holland  Park 

TQ248796 

Post  Wood 

TL363131 

Holyfield  Hall  Farm 

TL384038 

Potters  Crouch  Plantation 

TL054050 

Hornchurch  CP 

TQ535825 

Primrose  Hill 

TQ276839 

Horsendon  Hill 

TQ  163844 

Prince’s  Coverts 

TQ  1606 10 

Horton  CP  (S) 

TQ  190627 

Purfleet  Chalk  Pits 

TQ566785 

Horton  GP  (B) 

TQ008753 

Pynesfield  GP 

TQ038912 

Hounslow  Heath 

TQ  123745 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res 

TQ  120670 

Hyde  Park 

TQ270803 

Queen  Mary  GP 

TQ059700 

Ingreboume  Valley 

TQ538843 

Queen  Mary  Res 

TQ070695 

Island  Bam  Res 

TQ  140670 

Queen  Mother  Res 

TQ0 17773 

Iver  Heath 

TQ033835 

Queens  Wood,  Highgate 

TQ283887 

Joyden’s  Wood 

TQ500715 

Rainham  GP 

TQ549829 

Kempton  Park  Res 

TQ  122702 

Rainham  Marsh 

TQ525800 

Kensington  Gardens 

TQ270803 

Rammey  Marsh 

TQ996374 

Kew  Gardens 

TQ  182769 

Ranston  Covert,  Denham 

TQ041890 

King  George  V  Res 

TQ374964 

Ravensbury  Park 

TQ268681 

King  George  VI  Res 

TQ041732 

Regent's  Park 

TQ277830 

Lake  Farm,  Hayes 

TQ085804 

Richmond  Park 

TQ200730 

Langley  Park 

TQ013814 

Roding  Valley  Meadows 

TQ435956 

Limpsfield  Chart 

TQ445523 

Roydon  GP 

TL399098 

Little  Britain  Lake 

TQ049813 

Royal  Oak  GP 

TQ0349 1 7 

Littlebrook  Lake 

TQ553756 

Ruislip  Lido 

TQ08989 1 

Littlebrook  PS 

TQ563764 

Ruislip  Local  NR 

TQ090899 

Littleworth  Common 

TQ  150650 

Rushett  Farm 

TQ  173608 

Long  Coppice 

TQ031849 

Ruxley  GP 

TQ473700 

Lonsdale  Road  Res 

TQ2 18775 

Rye  House  Marsh 

TL383103 

Lullingstone  Lake/Park 

TQ523644 

Rye  Meads/Rye  Meads  SF 

TL388102 

Mad  Bess  Wood 

TQ076895 

St  James’s  Park 

TQ294798 

Maple  Cross  NR 

TQ035925 

St  Katherines  Dock 

TQ340804 

Mercer’s  Farm 

TQ3025 1 8 

St  Thomas’s  Hospital 

TQ307793 

Middlesex  Filter  Beds 

TQ359865 

Salisbury  Hall  Farm 

TL 195028 
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Savay  GP 

TQ049880 

Tottenham  Marsh 

TQ354910 

Scratchwood 

TQ200950 

Trent  Park 

TQ290970 

Selsdon  Wood 

TQ365615 

Troy  Mill  GP 

TQ039905 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

TQ522570 

Tumford  Marsh  GP 

TL370044 

Sewardstone 

TQ379985 

Tyler’s  Common,  Upminster 

TQ568907 

Shepperton  GP 

TQ065674 

Tyttenhanger  GP 

TQ191865 

Smallford  GP 

TL 198071 

Valentines  Park 

TQ436877 

South  Norwood  CP 

TQ353684 

Verulamium  Lake 

TL 140070 

Springwell  Lake 

TQ043932 

Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield 

TQ305975 

Springwell  WCB 

TQ040925 

Victoria  Park 

TQ360837 

Staines  Moor 

TQ033734 

Waddon  Ponds 

TQ309650 

Staines  Res 

TQ051731 

Waltham  Marsh 

TL373013 

Stain  Hill  Res 

TQ 124693 

Walthamstow  Marsh 

TQ350878 

Stanborough  Reedmarsh 

TL230105 

Walthamstow  Res 

TQ353890 

Stanmore  Common 

TQ  156940 

Walton  Heath 

TQ232540 

Stanstead  Abbotts  GP 

TL391109 

Walton  Res 

TQ  122685 

Stanwell  Moor  GP 

TQ034744 

Wandsworth  Common 

TQ275740 

Stocker’s  Lake  (H) 

TQ046935 

Wanstead  Park 

TQ4 15875 

Stocker’s  West  GP  (M) 

TQ053938 

Warley  Place 

TQ582909 

Stoke  Newington  Res 

TQ326876 

Weald  Park 

TQ570945 

Stone  Chalk  Pit 

TQ566753 

West  End  Common 

TQ  125632 

Stone  Marsh 

TQ568755 

West  Hyde  GP 

TQ038916 

Streatham  Common 

TQ305709 

West  Thurrock 

TQ582770 

Swanscombe  Marsh 

TQ605760 

Whippendell  Woods 

TQ077980 

Surrey  Docks 

TQ360797 

Whitewebbs  Wood/Lake 

TQ325997 

Suttons  Farm 

TL193100 

Wildwoods  Lake 

TQ322994 

Symondshyde  Great  Wood 

TL1951 10 

Wimbledon  Common 

TQ247723 

Syon  Park 

TQ  175765 

Wintry  Wood 

TL475035 

Teddington  Cemetery 

TQ153718 

Wm  Girling  Res 

TQ367945 

Ten  Acre  Wood 

TQ099838 

Wood  Green  Res 

TQ304900 

Thamesmead 

TQ47481 1 

Woodford  Golf  Course 

TQ395928 

The  Causeway  NR 

TQ105754 

Woodlands  Park  GP 

TQ098836 

Thomcroft  Farm,  Leatherhead 

TQ165558 

Woodoaks  Farm,  Maple  Cross 

TQ033934 

Thomdon  Park 

TQ620916 

Wormley  Wood 

TL322058 

Thomey  GP 

TQ044790 

Wraysbury  GP 

TQ0 15735 

Thorpe  Water  Park 

TQ03068 1 

Wraysbury  Res 

TQ025745 

Thrifts  Pit 

TL366132 

Wrotham  Park 

TQ245992 

Tilehouse  GP 

TQ038898 

Yeading  Brook  Meadows 

TQ  105835 

Tolpits  Lake 

TQ085943 

Yiewsley  GP 

TQ050803 

Tottenham  Cemetery 

TQ333911 

Mark  Hardwick,  on  behalf  of  the  Records  Committee,  September  1993 
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Review  of  the  Year 

By  any  standards  1992  was  a  quite  remarkable  and  memorable  year  with  four  new  species 
for  the  London  Area,  these  were  (in  order  of  occurrence):  Pine  Bunting,  Cattle  Egret, 
Sardinian  Warbler  and  Olive-backed  Pipit.  These  four  took  the  London  Area  list  onto 
329  this  century  (and  340  during  historic  times).  As  if  that  wasn’t  enough  there  was  also  a 
very  impressive  supporting  cast  which  included:  Lesser  Kestrel  (2nd  record  for  the 
London  Area  but  still  subject  to  acceptance  by  the  BBRC ),  Scarlet  Rosefinch  (3rd),  Red- 
throated  Pipit  (5th),  Dotterel  (6th),  Ring-necked  Duck  (7th),  Red-footed  Falcon  (7th), 
Red-rumped  Swallow  (7th),  Tawny  Pipit  (7th),  Night  Heron  (9th),  Woodchat  Shrike 
(10th),  Goshawk  (12th),  Richard’s  Pipit  (12th),  Storm  Petrel  (13th),  Red-necked 
Phalarope  (14th),  Montagu’s  Harrier  (16th)  and  Spoonbill  (19th)  as  well  as  Corncrake 
(only  the  7th  in  the  last  24  years).  White-winged  Black  Tern  and  Pectoral  Sandpiper. 
In  addition  London’s  fifth  Ring-billed  Gull  remained  on  view  in  Uxbridge  during  the 
winter  months  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  Other  notable  ornithological  events  during  1992 
included  several  huge  autumn  influxes  of  Black  Terns,  with  some  large  autumn  counts  of 
Common,  Sandwich  and  Little  Terns.  On  the  breeding  front  Cormorants  and  Common 
Terns  continued  to  expand  their  presence  in  London  and  both  Bearded  Tit  and  Firecrest 
bred  successfully.  Overall  a  total  of  227  species  (excluding  obvious  escapes)  was  seen 
during  the  year  which  is  the  highest  total  ever. 

A  healthy  roll-call  of  birds  remained  into  JANUARY  as  left-overs  from  1991.  These 
included  about  30  Waxwings  and  60  Long-eared  Owls,  as  well  as  a  Great  Northern 
Diver  at  Netherhall  GP,  several  Black-necked  Grebes  at  Wm  Girling  Res,  several 
Scaup,  Long-tailed  Ducks  at  Staines  Res  and  Broadwater  GP.  the  afore-mentioned  Ring¬ 
billed  Gull,  a  Dartford  Warbler  in  Richmond  Park  and  the  well-watched  Great  Grey 
Shrike  at  South  Norwood  CP. 
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The  first  day  of  the  year  produced  a  good  selection  of  birds  with  Red-necked  Grebes 
appearing  at  Ponders  End  and  Wraysbury  GP,  Merlins  at  Wm  Girling  Res  and  Waltham 
Abbey,  a  Bar-tailed  Godwit  at  West  Thurrock  and  best  of  all  a  first-winter  Iceland  Gull 
at  King  George  VI  Res,  staying  for  five  days.  The  year  began  on  a  damp  note  with  strong 
south-westerlies  with  rain  for  the  first  eight  days;  a  change  of  weather  on  9th  brought 
north-easterly  winds  with  cooler  temperatures  and  overnight  frosts.  This  produced  a  flurry 
of  birds  over  the  next  few  days  including  Brent  Geese  over  Sevenoaks  and  Crayford 
(five),  two  Scaup  at  Girling,  a  Peregrine  a  Dartford,  an  Iceland  Gull  at  Nazeing,  a 
.  Lapland  Bunting  at  Rainham  and  perhaps  best  of  all  a  Puffin  at  Thamesmead.  Apart 
from  a  Red-necked  Grebe  at  Staines  Res  and  a  Bittern  at  Cheshunt  GP  (for  the  next  two 
weeks)  on  15th,  the  next  wave  of  birds  arrived  during  the  following  week  as  the  weather 
became  colder  with  night  temperatures  falling  to  -8°C:  Slavonian  Grebes  at  Shepperton 
GP  and  Stocker’s  Lake,  Merlins  at  Aveley  and  Berwick  Ponds,  a  Peregrine  at  Nazeing,  a 
Red-throated  Diver  flying  up  the  Thames  at  Dartford,  but  the  most  startling  record 
during  this  period  was  the  pair  of  Eider  watched  flying  over  Dagenham  Chase  on  21st. 
As  the  cold  spell  continued  flocks  of  White-fronted  Geese  were  seen  over  Bam  Elms 
Res  (20  on  24th  and  18  on  25th)  and  Rainham  (47)  and  a  flock  of  18  Brent  Geese  over 
Beddington  SF.  Other  cold  weather  specialities  at  the  time  included  a  Glaucous  Gull  at 
King  George  V  Res,  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  at  Bam  Elms,  Shags  on  the  Thames  at 
Rainham  and  Richmond  and  Scaups  at  Beddington  and  Broadwater  GP.  The  month  was 
brought  to  a  close  with  a  Bewick’s  Swan  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  and  a  Merlin  at 
Hornchurch. 

The  first  few  days  of  FEBRUARY  were  bitterly  cold  with  frost  and  fog;  these  gloomy 
conditions  were  responsible  for  a  remarkable  flock  of  22  Knot  with  a  Grey  Plover  that 
flew  over  Walthamstow  Res  on  2nd,  the  same  day  a  group  of  Turnstone  arrived  on  the 
Thames  at  Grays.  A  rapid  thaw  set  in  on  3rd  heralding  a  breezy  period  with  mostly 
westerly  winds  and  rain.  Ten  Brent  Geese  flew  over  Rainham  on  6th  and  a  Black-necked 
Grebe  arrived  at  Wraysbury  Res.  The  weekend  of  8th/9th  proved  to  be  quite  lively  with 
further  flocks  of  Brent  Geese  over,  rather  appropriately,  Brent  Res  (13)  and  Dartford 
(10),  Merlins  at  Barking  and  Dartford,  Bearded  Tits  at  Berwick  Ponds  (2)  and 
Swanscombe  (2)  and  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  at  Barking.  The  predictability  of  the 
winter  birdwatching  routine  was  rudely  shattered  on  12th  with  the  discovery  of  a  male 
Pine  Bunting  at  Dagenham  Chase;  although  no  longer  the  extreme  rarity  that  it  was,  this 
eastern  bunting  nevertheless  remains  a  real  prize,  particularly  at  an  inland  locality.  The 
happy  association  with  a  group  of  Yellowhammers,  greatly  helped  by  a  plentiful  supply 
of  grain,  ensured  that  it  stayed  for  over  a  month  allowing  birders  from  all  over  the  country 
to  add  it  to  their  lists.  The  cold  weather  returned  on  15th  producing  a  Glaucous  Gull  at 
King  George  V  Res  and  the  next  day  an  Iceland  Gull  at  Hampstead  Heath,  21  Bewick’s 
Swans  at  Hilfield  Park  and  a  Scaup  on  the  Thames  at  Teddington.  Further  sightings 
during  the  next  week  included  two  Glaucous  Gulls  at  Nazeing  and  a  Bittern  at  Rye 
Meads.  Temperatures  rose  slightly  towards  the  end  of  the  month:  a  Red-throated  Diver 
was  a  brief  visitor  to  Thamesmead  on  28th  and  the  following  day  (a  Leap  day)  produced 
almost  spring-like  conditions  with  Rainham  playing  host  to  three  Common  Scoters,  two 
Avocets  and  a  Merlin. 

These  warm  conditions  continued  for  the  first  few  days  of  MARCH  producing  a  Sand 
Martin  at  Walthamstow  Res  on  1st  and  Wheatears  at  three  sites  on  3rd  and  4th,  other 
birds  seen  during  this  period  were  a  drake  Long-tailed  Duck  at  Island  Bam  Res,  a 
Slavonian  Grebe  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  and  a  departing  Merlin  at  Heathrow.  Rainham 
played  host  to  a  Merlin  and  two  Lapland  Buntings  on  7th,  the  same  day  a  Little  Ringed 
Plover  battled  its  way  to  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP.  Strong  gale-force  south-westerly  winds 
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on  13th  succeeded  in  displacing  a  flock  of  23  Kittiwakes  to  Holmethorpe  SP;  the 
following  day  the  first  two  northbound  Black-necked  Grebes  dropped  in  at  Staines  Res 
and  a  Peregrine  was  at  Rainham.  The  fresh  south-west  winds  eased  slightly  on  15th  and 
16th  but  still  provided  a  useful  tailwind  for  flocks  of  Whooper  Swans  (6)  over  Rainham, 
Bewick’s  Swans  (34)  over  Cobham  and  Brent  Geese  (32)  over  Holmethorpe  SP  as  they 
headed  back  towards  their  Arctic  breeding  grounds  on  the  Russian  tundra.  Generally 
blustery  conditions  continued  from  20th  to  24th  resulting  in  a  typical  avian  mix  of  winter 
and  spring:  winter  visitors  were  represented  by  Red-breasted  Merganser,  Brent  Goose 
and  Merlin  at  Rainham  and  a  Glaucous  Gull  at  nearby  Aveley,  summer  visitors  included 
the  first  House  Martins,  as  well  as  Whimbrel,  Tree  Pipit  and  a  very  early  Sedge 
Warbler.  However  the  best  migrant  during  this  spell  was  the  Red  Kite  watched  drifting 
over  Dagenham  Chase  on  22nd;  despite  the  widespread  release  of  birds  in  southern 
England  during  the  last  few  years  this  individual  was  quite  likely  to  have  been  a  ‘wild’ 
bird.  The  month  drew  to  a  quiet  close  with  an  exceptionally  early  Yellow  Wagtail  at 
Hampstead  Heath  (on  25th),  a  Spotted  Redshank  at  Beddington  SF,  a  Slavonian  Grebe 
at  Fairlop  and  the  first  two  Ring  Ouzels  at  Dagenham  Chase. 

APRIL  began  quietly  with  a  Slavonian  Grebe  at  Walton  Res,  a  Black-necked  Grebe 
at  Bam  Elms  along  with  the  first  Scotland-bound  Osprey  of  the  year  over  Cobham,  all  on 
2nd,  followed  by  a  Merlin  at  Regent’s  Park  on  4th.  A  further  flurry  of  migrants  arrived 
between  7th  and  9th  including  the  first  Common  Tern,  Swallow,  Grasshopper  Warbler 
and  Whitethroat,  but  the  icing  on  the  cake  was  provided  by  a  Red  Kite  over  Ashford,  an 
Osprey  over  Stanmore  and,  most  remarkably  of  all,  a  Stone-curlew  flying  over 
Dagenham  Chase  -  what  a  year  this  suburban  wilderness  is  having.  Light  south-west 
winds  with  anticyclonic  conditions  saw  the  arrival  of  several  small  groups  of  Little  Gull 
on  12th  -  11  at  Staines  Res,  and  eight  each  at  Queen  Mary  and  Hilfield  Park  reservoirs; 
around  the  same  time  the  first  Hobby,  Arctic  Tern,  Redstart,  Ring  Ouzel  and 
Whitethroat  appeared.  A  sharp  switch  from  cold  northerly  winds  on  15th  to  warm  south- 
westerlies  on  16th  heralded  the  Easter  weekend  and  opened  the  migration  floodgates:  a 
Hen  Harrier  hurried  north  over  Fishers  Green  on  17th,  the  same  day  an  Osprey  was  over 
Nazeing  and  over  the  next  few  days  the  first  Cuckoo,  Nightingale,  Lesser  Whitethroat 
and  Pied  Flycatcher  also  arrived.  The  period  from  20th  to  28th  brought  in  a  showery 
south-west  airstream,  but  despite  the  weather  it  proved  to  be  a  period  full  of 
ornithological  interest.  Best  of  all  was  a  fine  drake  Ring-necked  Duck  at  Lonsdale  Road 
Res  on  20th,  followed  by  another  suburban  record  of  Stone-curlew,  this  time  at  Dulwich 
Park,  on  21st;  back-up  birds  included  14  Ring  Ouzels,  10  Pied  Flycatchers  and  at  least 

13  Redstarts.  Common  Scoters  at  three  sites,  Whimbrel  at  eight  sites  and  two 
overflying  groups  of  Bar-tailed  Godwits  (13  at  Amwell  and  six  at  Stocker’s  Lake)  are  all 
typical  late  April  specialists.  The  month  finished  on  a  high  note  as  a  few,  conspicuously 
lucky,  observers  watched  three  summer  plumaged  Dotterels  fly  north  over  Staines  Res  - 
if  only  it  had  been  drained  ...  Finally  a  pair  of  Black-necked  Grebes  raised  hopes  of 
breeding  again  at  Hilfield  Park  Res,  but  unfortunately  they  only  stayed  for  a  week. 

Three  Bar-tailed  Godwits  were  at  Walton  Res  on  MAY  1st,  the  next  day  there  were 

14  Arctic  Terns  (the  largest  flock  of  the  year)  at  King  George  V  Res,  Whimbrel  at  three 
sites  and  ten  Turnstones  at  West  Thurrock.  Mediocre  stuff  compared  with  the  events  the 
next  day.  A  report  of  eight  egrets  flying  over  Stocker’s  Lake  was  staggering  enough,  but 
when  that  became  a  confirmed  sighting  of  eight  Cattle  Egrets  wandering  around  in  a 
field  of  cattle  the  sense  of  disbelief  was  complete.  Not  surprisingly  they  proved  to  be  a 
major  attraction  over  the  Bank  Holiday  weekend;  the  birds  themselves  were  quite 
unbothered  by  the  attention  they  were  receiving,  although  the  local  farmer  looked 
somewhat  bemused.  Good,  but  nevertheless  lesser,  highlights  during  this  period  included 
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a  Golden  Oriole  in  Richmond  Park,  a  Marsh  Harrier  over  Dagnam  Park  and  a 
Temminck’s  Stint  at  Staines  Res.  Sunday  10th  produced  flocks  of  Kittiwake  at  West 
Thurrock  (17)  and  Staines  Res  (13)  and  a  group  of  13  Turnstones  at  West  Thurrock.  A 
Richard’s  Pipit  at  Fairlop  on  12th  was  a  good  find;  the  following  day  brought  warm 
southerly  winds,  straight  from  the  Sahara,  which  apart  from  a  notably  large  influx  of 
Whinchats  on  13th,  heralded  a  period  dominated  by  waders  with  a  Temminck’s  Stint  at 
Walton  Res  also  on  13th,  11  Avocets  at  Rainham,  seven  Sanderling  at  Staines  and  four 
Little  Stints  being  the  best  of  the  bunch,  but  others  included  two  flocks  of  Bar-tailed 
Godwits,  two  Wood  Sandpipers,  three  Spotted  Redshanks  as  well  as  several  Grey 
Plovers  and  a  few  Knot.  Very  much  against  the  run  of  play  during  this  spell  was  a 
Corncrake  caught  alive  by  a  cat  at  Feltham  on  15th.  Winds  backed  to  the  south-east  on 
18th  bringing  warm  sunny  conditions  for  the  rest  of  the  month;  the  avian  flavour  was 
maintained  with  a  further  Temminck’s  Stint  at  Staines,  three  Little  Stints  at  Bam  Elms 
Res  and  three  Curlew  Sandpipers  (the  largest  group  of  the  year)  at  Walton  Res.  A  Red- 
rumped  Swallow  was  an  all  too  brief  visitor  to  Hainault  Forest  on  23rd,  but  it  was  very 
much  a  Grey  Plover  day  with  six  over  Dagnam  Park,  three  at  Beddington  SF,  two  at 
Staines  Res  (where  there  were  also  three  Sanderling)  and  singles  at  Ham  Lands  and 
Walton  Res.  Two  Avocets  were  surprise  visitors  to  Kensington  Gardens  in  the  early 
morning  of  24th  and  the  same,  or  two  more,  also  flew  over  Walthamstow  Res;  the  next 
day  a  surprisingly  elusive  Woodchat  Shrike,  probably  due  to  its  habit  of  flycatching  from 
the  tops  of  tall  trees,  was  discovered  in  Bushy  Park,  however  it  was  well  watched  in  the 
evening.  Two  Spoonbills  spent  most  of  27th  at  Kempton  East  Res  and  the  same  day 
another  Temminck’s  Stint  was  at  Walton  Res;  the  month  was  brought  to  a  close  by  a 
fluting  Golden  Oriole  in  Dulwich  Park  and  an  impressive  raft  of  21  Common  Scoters  at 
Bam  Elms  Res,  both  on  30th,  and,  continuing  the  southern  theme,  one  of  the  very  best 
birds  of  the  year,  a  male  Lesser  Kestrel  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  30th.  Unfortunately  this 
bird  did  not  linger  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  thousands  of  birders  who  would  surely  have 
descended  on  the  site. 

JUNE  proved  to  be  a  real  scorcher,  the  fourth  hottest  since  1900,  and  the  birds  weren’t 
bad  either.  In  a  year  full  of  surprises  none  could  have  been  more  unexpected  than  the 
female  Sardinian  Warbler  found  self-trapped  in  nets  at  Hogsmill  SF  on  2nd,  however  it 
was  only  destined  to  have  a  small  audience;  the  same  day  a  female  Red-footed  Falcon 
provided  good  views  to  one  lucky  observer  at  Banbury  Res.  Although  the  bulk  of  spring 
migration  had  finished  the  usual  midsummer  surprises  arrived  with  an  adult  Night  Heron 
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at  the  Causeway  NR,  near  Feltham,  on  9th  and  10th,  a  Montagu’s  Harrier  at  Dartford 
Marsh  on  1 1th.  Apart  from  Spotted  Redshanks  at  four  sites  two  Sanderlings  at  Staines 
Res  and  three  Black-tailed  God  wits  at  Beddington  the  period  from  12th  to  26th  was 
typically  dull,  with  one  notable  exception  -  a  singing  and  suitably  crimson  Scarlet 
Rosefinch  popped  up  at  Lullingstone  Park  on  21st  to  complete  a  list  of  rarities  for  the 
month  that  could  hardly  have  had  fewer  viewers.  Beddington  hosted  a  Wood  Sandpiper 
and  a  Black-tailed  Godwit  on  27th  and  28th,  respectively,  and  four  Common  Scoters  at 
Amwell  GP  on  30th  brought  the  first  half  of  the  year  to  a  close. 

As  might  have  been  expected  it  was  a  BREEDING  SEASON  full  of  fluctuating 
fortunes.  Cormorants  continued  their  inexorable  rise  with  30  pairs  breeding  (up  from 
five  in  1991),  as  did  Common  Terns  with  132  pairs  (114  in  1991).  Mute  Swans 
continued  their  encouraging  resurgence  with  70  pairs,  the  best  total  since  1983  and  64 
pairs  of  the  nationally  scarce  Pochard  is  a  good  total,  although  breeding  success  remains 
very  low  at  some  sites.  Ruddy  Ducks,  now  a  rather  controversial  species,  also  continued 
to  expand  their  presence  with  1 1  pairs;  however  Garganey  failed  to  breed.  Hobbies 
maintained  their  record  level  of  14  pairs.  Both  Red-legged  and  Grey  Partridge  continued 
their  worrying  declines,  as  did  Lapwing  with  only  95  pairs  (down  from  148  in  1990), 
undoubtedly  not  helped  by  modern  farming  techniques.  Neither  Herring  nor  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  were  proved  to  have  bred,  although  many  breeding  attempts  no 
doubt  go  unobserved  due  to  the  inaccessibility  of  their  rooftop  nest  sites.  Nightjar  again 
failed  to  breed,  despite  noticeable  increases  elsewhere  in  the  country  in  1991;  Stock  Dove 
totals  were  up  40%  on  1991,  but  Turtle  Doves  are  definitely  becoming  scarcer.  Many 
species  that  were  adversely  affected  by  the  cold  weather  in  1991  and  consequently 
suffered  breeding  declines  made  good  recoveries  in  1992:  Kingfisher  were  back  to  1990 
levels,  and  both  Wren  and  Goldcrest  were  reportedly  more  common;  however  Sionechat 
levels  remained  well  down.  Nightingale  and  Black  Redstart  failed  to  increase  on  the  low 
levels  of  last  year.  Of  the  migrant  warblers  both  Garden  Warbler  and  Blackcap  made 
significant  increases,  whilst  Grasshopper,  Sedge  and  Willow'  Warblers  all  had  lower 
populations  and  Wood  Warblers  alarmingly  failed  to  breed  at  all.  Other  decreases  that 
give  cause  for  concern  were:  Willow  Tit  with  only  about  ten  pairs  (down  from  31  in  1987 
and  37  in  1982),  as  well  as  Redpoll,  Hawfinch,  Tree  Sparrow  and  Corn  Bunting. 
Conversely,  and  more  encouragingly,  Yellowhammers  continued  to  increase  with  75 
breeding  pairs  (up  from  57  in  1991  and  37  in  1990). 

The  first  ten  days  of  JULY  carried  on  in  much  the  same  vein  as  June  with  three  further 
Wood  Sandpipers,  Common  Scoters  at  Staines  (4)  and  King  George  V  reservoirs  and 
Whimbrel  at  two  sites.  The  first  autumn  Black-necked  Grebe  was  at  Staines  on  11th. 
right  on  cue;  over  the  next  few  days  Black-tailed  Godwits  were  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  (11) 
and  Walton  Res,  Whimbrel  at  two  sites  and  single  Sanderling  and  Wood  Sandpiper  at 
Staines  Res  and  Beddington,  respectively,  but  by  far  the  most  startling  bird  seen  during 
this  period  was  the  Storm  Petrel  watched  flying  east  past  West  Thurrock  on  14th.  Over 
the  next  ten  days  further  Black-tailed  Godwits  were  at  Walton  (2),  Beddington  (4)  and 
Walthamstow  Res  (5)  and  Whimbrel  at  a  further  four  sites  including  flocks  of  four  and 
22  over  Beddington  SF.  The  month  finished  on  a  high  note  witha  Red-necked  Phalarope 
at  Perry  Oaks  SF  on  30th,  which  then  obligingly  moved  onto  the  north  basin  of  Staines 
Res  the  next  day. 

AUGUST  started  in  lively  fashion  on  1st  with  a  Goshawk  at  Amwell  GP.  three  Little 
Terns  at  Queen  Mary  Res,  three  Little  Stints  at  Beddington,  two  Curlew  Sandipers  at 
Stoke  Newington  Res  and  Whimbrel  at  three  sites.  The  next  day  there  were  three  more 
Little  Terns  at  West  Thurrock;  the  first  Pied  Flycatcher  of  the  autumn  was  in  Regent's 
Park  on  4th  and  three  Whimbrel  headed  over  Beddington.  The  period  from  7th  to  13th 
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carried  on  in  the  same  wader  dominated  theme:  eight  further  sightings  of  Whimbrel, 
three  Wood  Sandpipers,  as  well  as  single  Curlew  Sandpiper  and  Grey  Plover,  also  a 
flock  of  12  Black  Terns  at  Staines  provided  a  foretaste  of  things  to  come.  The  second 
half  of  the  month  was  distinctly  unsettled  (it  was  the  wettest  August  this  century);  from 
the  14th  to  17th  there  were  four  more  Pied  Flycatchers,  three  more  groups  of  Whimbrel, 
two  more  Wood  Sandpipers  and  a  group  of  14  Black  Terns  at  King  George  V  Res.  A 
rather  localised  movement  of  Black  Terns  on  19th  involved  counts  of  77  at  Staines,  55  at 
Queen  Mother  and  41  at  Queen  Mary  reservoirs;  a  Marsh  Harrier  was  at  Dartford 
Marsh.  The  next  day  there  was  an  isolated  movement  of  170  Common  Terns  past  Bam 
Elms,  the  same  site  also  notched  an  Arctic  Skua,  two  Whimbrel  and  three 
Oystercatchers.  Another  Arctic  Skua  flew  east  over  Dagnam  Park  on  22nd  a-  i  the  same 
day  a  further  wave  of  Common  Terns  swept  through  the  Area  with  100  at  West 
Thurrock,  47  at  Staines,  127  at  Bam  Elms  and  32  at  Fulham.  The  next  day  17  Black 
Terns  were  at  King  George  V  Res,  a  Red-necked  Grebe  arrived  at  Staines  for  a  lengthy 
stay  and  an  exhausted  Manx  Shearwater  was  picked  up  at  the  Archway.  Fresh  to  strong 
south-westerlies  predominated  for  the  rest  of  the  month,  but  initially  produced  little  with 
just  a  Pied  Flycatcher  in  Regent’s  Park  on  26th.  However  an  astonishing  passage  of 
Arctic  Skuas  took  place  over  Staines  on  29th  involving  22  birds  (in  five  flocks).  The 
following  day  also  proved  to  be  a  remarkable  day  for  overland  passage  with  three  big 
flocks  of  Bar-tailed  God  wits  flying  down  the  Lea  Valley,  s  well  as  an  incredible  group 
of  30  Grey  Plover,  it  was  also  another  good  day  for  Common  Terns  with  400  over  King 
George  V  Res,  155  over  Bam  Elms,  70  at  Beddington,  25  over  South  Norwood  and  18  at 
Hilfield  Park. 

The  south-westerly  airstream  was  maintained  for  most  of  the  first  nine  days  of 
SEPTEMBER.  Further  Manx  Shearwaters  were  picked  up  in  Camberwell  on  3rd  and 
Putney  on  4th.  Other  birds  of  interest  during  this  period  included  several  Little  Stints  at 
Walton  Res  and  Beddington,  an  Osprey  over  St  Albans  and  more  surprisingly  a  Nightjar 
at  Charlton.  Sunday  6th  proved  to  be  a  spectacular  day  for  westbound  tern  passage,  most 
notably  Black  Terns  with  300  at  West  Thurrock,  265  at  Bam  Elms,  200  at  Barking,  140 
at  Staines,  followed  by  Common  Tern  with  150  at  Staines,  123  at  Wraysbury  Res,  and 
100  at  West  Thurrock  (where  there  was  also  an  Arctic  Skua)  and  then  Arctic  Terns  with 
records  at  seven  sites,  with  a  peak  of  1 1  at  Staines.  Best  of  all  though,  were  the  two 
Tawny  Pipits  found  at  Beddington  SF,  continuing  a  remarkable  year  for  pipits.  The  next 
day  another  Manx  Shearwater  was  picked  up,  this  time  in  Croydon;  another  major  tern 
day  followed  on  11th  with  a  remarkable  collection  of  18  Little  Terns  at  Queen  Mary, 
more  Black  Terns  with  80  at  Staines,  47  at  Hilfield  Park  and  37  at  Queen  Mary,  as  well 
as  three  Sandwich  Terns.  The  final  surge  of  Black  Terns  took  place  on  13th  with  216  at 
Bam  Elms,  100  at  West  Thurrock  and  at  last  a  White-winged  Black  Tern  was  found  in 
their  midst  -  a  juvenile  at  Wm  Girling  Res.  Not  to  be  outdone  Sandwich  Terns  came  to 
the  fore  with  eight  reports  over  the  next  week  including  flocks  of  3 1  at  Queen  Mary  and 
28  at  Rye  Meads;  other  birds  of  note  during  this  period  included  two  Pied  Flycatchers,  a 
Marsh  Harrier  over  Beddington,  Common  Scoters  at  three  sites  and  two  Scaup.  A 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  was  a  brief  visitor  to  Beddington  on  23rd  and  the  next  day  a  Golden 
Oriole  was  yet  another  excellent  record  for  Dagenham  Chase;  other  birds  during  the  week 
up  to  27th  included  Common  Scoters  at  five  sites.  Ospreys  at  two  sites,  Sandwich 
Terns  at  two  sites,  a  Dartford  Warbler  in  Richmond  Park  and,  providing  a  taste  of 
winter,  the  first  Redwings  and  Jack  Snipe  appeared.  A  decidedly  jumpy  Red-throated 
Pipit  led  its  finders  a  merry  dance  at  Barn  Elms  on  28th  until  finally  allowing  close 
views,  before  promptly  disappearing. 

The  whole  of  OCTOBER  was  predominantly  governed  by  a  cool  northerly  airstream. 
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not  surprisingly  it  brought  a  typical  mixture  of  autumn  and  winter  starting  with  a 
Brambling  on  1st,  a  Red-necked  Grebe  at  King  George  V  Res  and  31  Sandwich  Terns 
over  Rye  Meads,  both  on  3rd,  and  the  next  day  a  Bewick’s  Swan  was  at  Beddington  and 
three  Ring  Ouzels  were  at  two  sites.  Sightings  at  Beddington  during  the  next  week 
included  a  Hen  Harrier,  three  Lapland  Buntings  and  a  Snow  Bunting,  elsewhere  there 
was  a  Red-throated  Diver  at  King  George  V  Res  and  a  Peregrine  at  Broxboume,  with 
Ring  Ouzels  at  three  sites.  A  juvenile  Gannet  must  have  been  a  startling  sight  as  it  flew 
over  Rye  Meads  on  17th  and  the  next  day  a  very  approachable  Woodlark  provided  a 
welcome  diversion  at  Staines;  at  around  the  same  time  there  were  three  Shags,  a  Black¬ 
necked  Grebe  in  Richmond  Park,  a  Long-tailed  Duck  at  Cheshunt  GP,  as  well  as  the  last 
Pied  Flycatcher  and  Ring  Ouzels  of  the  year.  Just  when  things  seemed  to  be  settling 


down  the  discovery  by  one  diligent  observer  of  an  Olive-backed  Pipit  (the  eighth  pipit 
species  of  the  year)  in  Epping  Forest  once  again  had  birders  scurrying  across  London  (the 
sight  of  pin-striped  city  commuters  arriving,  briefcases  in  hand,  at  a  twitch  with  no  optical 
aids  must  surely  be  unique  to  London).  This  bird  proved  to  be  amazingly  skulking,  giving 
only  the  most  fleeting  of  views,  but  eventually  it  became  totally  confiding  allowing  a 
close  approach  as  it  crept  mouse-like  through  thick  clumps  of  grass.  It  may  have  been  the 
Chinese  Year  of  the  Dragon,  but  for  Londoners  it  was  undoubtedly  the  Year  of  the  Pipit. 
Before  the  month  drew  to  a  close  two  more  Red-necked  Grebes  arrived,  but  the  final 
highlights  were  provided  by  a  short-staying  Little  Auk  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  30th 
and  two  Waxwings  in  Ongar  on  31st  (the  only  two  reported  during  the  second  half  of  the 
year). 

Strong  winds  and  rain  were  very  much  a  feature  of  NOVEMBER,  the  first  week  was 
very  quiet  with  just  a  Slavonian  Grebe  on  King  George  V  Res  on  6th.  The  arrival  of  an 
Atlantic  front  on  7th  closely  followed  by  gale-force  winds  produced  instant  results  on  8th 
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with  two  flocks  of  Brent  Geese  over  Beddington  (45  and  52)  and  another  over  South 
Norwood  (30)  and  five  Red-breasted  Mergansers  on  King  George  V  Res;  a  drake 
Ferruginous  Duck  at  Amwell  GP,  a  Slavonian  Grebe  at  Barn  Elms  added  a  bit  of 
variety,  as  did  an  exceptionally  early  Smew  at  King  George  V.  The  next  day  further 
groups  of  Red-breasted  Mergansers  were  at  Staines  (7)  and  Bam  Elms  (6),  with  a  very 
late  Spotted  Redshank  at  Hall  Marsh,  Walham  Abbey.  On  10th  another  Red-necked 
Grebe  was  at  Staines  and  a  Puffin,  picked  up  in  Hounslow,  was  an  undoubted  victim  of 
these  winds,  but  happily  it  was  later  repatriated  to  the  coast.  Over  the  next  few  days  two 
.  Whooper  Swans  and  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  arrived  at  Wm  Girling  Res,  nearby  a 
Red-necked  Grebe  was  on  Ponders  End  Lake  and  a  Merlin  was  at  Rainham.  A  Bittern 
was  yet  another  good  record  for  Dagenham  Chase  as  was  another  in  a  tiny  reedbed  at 
Cheshunt  GP.  A  Dartford  Warbler  was  found  at  Beddington  on  15th,  the  same  day  a 
Long-tailed  Duck  was  at  Island  Bam  Res  and  two  Whooper  Swans  were  at  Rye  Meads. 
The  remainder  of  the  month  proved  to  distinctly  dull,  the  rather  meagre  highlights  being 
an  overflying  Woodlark  at  Thamesmead  on  20th,  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  at  Amwell 
on  22nd  and  a  Red-necked  Grebe  at  King  George  V  Res. 

The  first  three  weeks  of  DECEMBER  could  only  be  described  as  uninteresting,  with 
little  of  note  to  snap  birders  out  of  an  early  winter  lethargy.  The  rather  sparse  highlights 
were  a  Dartford  Warbler  at  Thamesmead  on  4th,  a  Brent  Goose  at  Staines  on  10th,  a 
Lapland  Bunting  at  Rainham  on  12th,  with  six  Bewick’s  Swans  over  Beddington  the 
same  day,  and  perhaps  best  of  all  a  Great  Northern  Diver  at  King  George  V  Res,  but  it 
did  not  linger.  The  pre-Christmas  period  proved  to  rather  more  lively  with  seven 
Oystercatchers  at  Bam  Elms  on  22nd  and  the  next  day  a  cracking  male  Ferruginous 
Duck  arrived  at  Stocker’s  Lake,  staying  until  29th,  although  often  very  elusive.  Christmas 
Eve  came  up  with  a  Whooper  Swan  at  King  George  V  Res  and  a  few  keen  observers  on 
Christmas  Day  saw  six  Bewick’s  Swans  over  Fairlop  and  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  at 
King  George  V  Res.  Mostly  easterly  winds  for  the  rest  of  the  year  resulted  in  a  Slavonian 
Grebe  at  Girling  Res,  a  Shag  and  Snow  Bunting  at  Rainham,  and  two  more  Red-necked 
Grebes. 
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Contributors  to  the  Systematic  List 

All  contributors  of  ornithological  records  to  the  Society  in  1992  are  listed  below.  We 
apologise  if  any  names  have  been  inadvertently  omitted.  Many  records  of  scarce  species 
listed  in  Birds  of  the  London  Area  1992  are  attributed  to  the  observer  who  found  or 
reported  the  bird  and  the  attribution  normally  consists  of  the  observer’s  initials.  However 
if  more  than  one  observer  possesses  the  same  initials,  a  letter  from  the  attributed 
observer’s  surname  may  be  used  and  will  appear  in  italics.  Such  observers  have  the 
initials  used  to  identify  them  listed  below  after  their  name. 


D.  Abrahams 
D.  Acfield  (DA d) 
P.R.  Alfrey 

J.P.  Allan 
P.S.A.  Allday 

R.  Allison 
N.  Anderson  (NA n) 
D.  Andrews  (DAs) 

R.  Andrews  (RAs) 
C.  Arben 

B. P.  Aris 

C. B.  Ashby 
N.  Ashton 

S. J.  Aspinall 

J. S.  Austin 

S.  Bacon  (SB n) 

S.  Banks 

H.  Baker 
S.E.  Barbato 

G.  Barker  (GBr) 

K.  Barrett 
S.  Bates 

L. A.  Batten 
P.A.  Baumber 
S.P.  Baxter 
G.  Bayes 

I. R.  Beames 

R.  Beddard  (RB d) 

J.  Bedford  (JB<i) 

C.  Beech  (CB/?) 

A. A.  Bell 

C.  Belts 

K. F.  Betton 
J.R.  Bexley 

J.  Birkett  (JBz) 

M.  Bimstingl 
P.J.  Black 

J.  Blumire  (JBc) 

L.  Bodini 
G.C.  Bond 
R.P.  Bosanquet 


D.P.  Boyle 
P.Bradbeer  (PBr) 

M.C.  Brew 

R.  Brooks 

T.W.  Broom 

D.  Brougham 

S. J.  Broyd 

M.  Bunce  (MBc) 

R.A.  Busfield 
R.W.  Burrows 

M.H.  Caboum-Smith 
G.  Caine 

T. S.  Caine 

R. M.  Calif 

F. R.  Cannings 
P.  Cannings 

S. J.  Carter 
P.J.  Chadder 

B.A.  Charteris 
J.P.  Charteris 

E.  Chaplin 
D.  Chivers 

A.  Clancy  (ACy) 

J.  Clark 

J.M.  Clark 
D.  Cleal 

B.  Clews 

Young  Ornithologist’s 
Club 

R.  Coates 

D. A.  Coleman 

C.  Collins 
J.  Colmans 

S.  Connor  (SCr) 
Enfield  Lock 

Conservationists 

G. W.  Cooper 
M.J.  Cowlard 

E. L.  Cox 

L.  Cumming 
S.  Czapski  (SC/) 


P.  Dade  (PDc) 
A.J.A.  Dally 
J.  Davies  (JDs) 

P.  Davies 
M.  Davis  (MDv) 

J.  Deakin 
A.  Dearing 

I.  Dearing 
M.K.  Dennis 
E.  De  Quidt 

D.  De  Silva  (DDa) 
A.H.J.  Diament 
P.W.  Dickinson 
D.  Dorken 
R.R.  Drew 
A.R.  Duckett 
A.  Duncan 

M.J.  Earp 

A.  Edgar 

J.  Edwards 

D. W.  Elias 

B.  Elson 
G.S.  Elton 
R.  Emmins 

G. R.  Evans 

H. W.  Evans 

R. D.  Evans 

C. M.  Everett 

J.F.  Farrant 
J.  Feamside  (JFe) 

E.  Fell 
J.D.A.  Fell 

S.  Fenwick 
B.  Fisher 
E.  Fisher 

J.  Fitzpatrick 
M.J.  Fitzpatrick 
P.  Fletcher 
R.  Flindell 
J.  Flynn  (JF//) 


G.  Foott 

N.  Ford 

E.  Forsyth 
D.  Fox 

C.  Freddi 
M.S.  Freeman 

D.  Freshwater 

A.  Gabriel 
J.  Gale 
S.W.  Gale 

P.D.  Gann 

E. F.J.  Garcia 

J.  Gallon  (JG/i) 

A.  Gardener  (AGr) 

L.  Gardener 
J.  Gaselee 
J.W.  Gaskell 

P.  Gasson 

B.  Gatcombe 

S. J.  Gatley 

J.  Gaughan  (JG/z) 

J.K.C.  Gent 

C.  Gibbard  (CG d) 

A.  Gibbs 

G.C.  Gibbs 
A.H.  Gibson 

C.  Giddens 

M.  Gill 

Q.  Given 
A.R.  Goad 
A.P.  Goddard 

T.  Goddard 

M.  Goodman 
G.C.  Gore 
A.  Grace 
A.J.  Gray 

D.  Gray 

R.  Green 

A.Greensmith  (AG h) 

J.  Green 

N. G.  Green 

S.  Greenwood 

E.  Greeves 

D.  Griffin  (DG/?) 

W.  Griffin 
Runnymede  Ringing 
Group 

Welsh  Harp  Conservation 
Group 

R.  Grover  (RGr) 

P.S.  Guest 

V.  Halley 


CONTRIBUTORS 

A.  Hamilton  (AH/?) 

L.  Hamson 

M. A.  Hardwick 
J.  Harlow  (JHw) 

A.  Harris 

D. G.  Harris 
G.J.  Harris 
M.  Harris 

L.  Harrison  (LH/?) 

R.B.  Hastings 

J.  Hatton 
W.A.  Hatton 
G.W.J.  Hay 
C.J.  Hazell 
C.D.R.  Heard 

K.  Herber 
C.  Herbert 

R. J.  Herbert 
T.J.  Hill 

G.J.  Hinchon  (GJH/?) 

V. E.  Hoare 

B.  Hobley 

M. R.  Honey 
J.W.  Houghton 

S.  Huggins 

T.  Hukin 

B.  Hunt 

M.  Illett 

R. J.  Ingold 

N. J.  Iunguis 

P.  Jackson 
G.C.D.  James 

J.  Jasinski 
I.G.  Johnson 

W.  Johnson 
P.E. Jones 

S.  Jones, 

C. R. Jupp 
I.  Kendall 

K. A.  Kermack 
P.  Kerry 
R.H.  Kettle 

E. W.L.  Keymer 

B. K.  Kiedrowski 
K.  Kilbum 

W.  Kilby 

D.  Lambert 
P.  Lambert 

C.  Lamsdell 
M.B.  Lancaster 
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P.J.  Langsdon 

M.  Lawford 

T.J.  Lawrence 

N.  Lawrence 
P.M.  Leonard 
H.  Lewis 

T.J.Lincoln  (TJL/z) 

D. J.  Lindo 
A.J.  Linell 

A.  Lightfoot 

B.  Luke 

A.  Marett  (AM#) 

F. J.  Maroevic 

Friends  of  Rainham  Marsh 

E.  Marshall 
J.C.  Martin 
P.  Massini 

O.  Maunder 

M.  McFadden 

A.  Merritt  (AMe) 

G. D.J.  Messenbird 

N.  Metcalfe 
A.  Middleton 

R.  Middleton  (RM/?) 

R.  Milne 

N.  Minns  (NMs) 

S.  Minns  (SMs) 

D.  Mitchell 
J.W.  Mitchell 
M.T.  Mitchell 
S.  Moir 

D.J.  Montier  (DJMr) 

A.V.  Moon 
A.J.  Morris 
D.J.  Morris  (DJMs) 

P. A.  Morris 

R. J.  Morris 

S. J.  Morris 
L.  Mulford 
D.A.  Murdoch 

J.  Murray 

K.  Murray 

S. H.  Murray 

J.  Mutimer 

A.  Nash 
P.  Naylor 

T.  Neal 

G.  Newbigging 
S.  Newson 
G.C.  Nicholls 

K.  Noble 
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R.A.  Nuttall 

J.  Robertson 

M.  Thain  (MT/?) 

J.  Robinson  (JR/?) 

D.  Thompson 

M.J.  Oakland 

P.  Rock 

A.  Tomczynski 

A.  Oaksheet 

J.  Rogers 

A.D.  Tomlins 

B.  O’Dowd 

M.D.  Russell 

C.R.  Townend 

W.E.  Oddie 

R.  Treadwell 

P.J.  Oliver 

D.  Sampson 

M.  Trier 

M.  Orchard  (MO<i) 

R.  Sanderson 

I.  Turner 

A.  Osborne 

E.  Sansom 

A.J.  Osborne 

J.A.  Sayers 

B.M.  Utton 

K.C.  Osborne 

M.  Schickner 

M.  Ounsted 

A.  Scott 

W.  Varney 

V.  Searle 

H.  Vaughan 

J.  Palmer  (JPr) 

A.S.M.  Self 

P.J.  Vines 

K.  Palmer 

N.P.  Senior 

A.W.  Parsons 

S.  Shippey  (SSy) 

M.  Walden 

J.  Patterson  (JP/?) 

A.  Sims 

M.  Waller  (MWr) 

J.A.S.  Patterson 

P.  Sims 

H.W.  Wallis 

R.  Peach 

E.  Skinthorpe 

J.  Wame  (JWe) 

S.  Pearce  (SP^) 

T.R.  Smeeton 

P.  Wame 

A.M.  Pearson 

J.T.  Smith 

P.  Warner  (PWr) 

K.  Pepper 

K.  Smith 

D.  Watson 

P.  Peretti 

N.A.  Smith 

R.J.  Watts 

B.R.  Perrett 

R.E.  Smith 

R.D.  Weller 

NJ.  Phillips 

C.  Smout  (CSr) 

M.J.  Wells 

S.R.  Pickering 

Harrow  Natural  History 

R.  Wells 

A.  Ploszajski 

Society 

F.  Welton 

C.  Poole 

Ruislip  &  District  Natural 

B.  Weston  (BW/i) 

N.  Pope 

History  Society 

J.J.  Wheatley 

M.  Potter 

Surbiton  and  District 

N.J.  Wheatley 

R.  Powers  (RPs) 

Birdwatching  Society 

N.R.  Wheatley 

B.  Preece 

P.A.  Spencer 

B.  Whiskin 

L.  Preece 

S.J.  Spooner 

J.  Whitaker  (JWr) 

E .J.  Pritchard 

J.M.  Stather 

B.E.  White  (BEW?) 

K.L.  Purdey 

D.M.  Steward 

D.J.  White 

L.  Steward 

G.J.  White 

P.  Rawlins 

S.  Stewart 

P.  Whiteman 

D.  Rear 

P.  Street  (PSr) 

J.P.P.  Wilczur 

B.  Reed 

N.R.  Stocks 

P.J.  Wilkinson 

Alexandra  Park  and  Wood 

C.  Storey 

D.  Willis 

Green  Res  Bird  Report 

P.J.  Strangeman 

A.D.  Wilson 

Beddington  Bird  Report 

A.  Stride  (ASc) 

C.  Winterman  (CW /?) 

Gillespie  Park  Bird  Report 

P.  Strong  (PSg) 

R.  Winterman  (RW//) 

Hampstead  Heath 

M.  Sullivan  (MS/?) 

N.  Wood 

Ornithological  Report 

J.  Sunnick 

S.T.  Woods 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl 

I.M.  Swanson 

J.  Wren 

Reserve 

I.  Swinney 

P.  Wraight  (PWr) 

J.  Reynolds 

B.E.  Wright 

J.  Roberts 

D.  Tagg 

M.J.  Roberts 

J.  Terry 

A.  Young 

P.  Roberts  (PRs) 

J.A.  Tester 

S.  Younger 
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Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1992 

with  Additions  and  Corrections  for  previous  years 

A  REPORT  ON  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES  OF  ST  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

The  classification  of  species  in  the  systematic  list  of  this  report  is  that  adopted  by  K.H. 
Voous  in  his  List  of  Recent  Holarctic  Bird  Species.  Sequence  and  nomenclature  follow 
The  ‘ British  Birds’  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic,  1984  and  the  relevant 
EURING  number  appears  beside  each  species  and  sub-species  heading. 

The  six  counties  within  the  London  Area  are  signified  by  initials  in  the  report:  E  = 
Essex,  H  =  Hertfordshire,  M  =  Middlesex,  B  =  Buckinghamshire,  K  =  Kent  and  S  = 
Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  normally  listed  under  their  respective  counties 
(Middlesex,  Kent  and  Surrey),  but  may  be  abbreviated  to  IL  in  tables.  North,  South,  East 
and  West  are  abbreviated  to  N,S,E  and  W  and  for  direction  of  flight,  cardinal  points  are 
shortened  to  N,  NE,  NNE  etc.  Other  abbreviations  are: 


CBC 

=  Common  Birds  Census 

PS 

=  Power  Station 

CP 

=  Country  Park 

Res 

=  Reservoir(s) 

GC 

=  Golf  Course 

RG 

=  Ringing  Group 

GP 

=  Gravel  Pit(s) 

SF 

=  Sewage  Farm  or  Works 

LBR 

=  London  Bird  Report 

SP 

=  Sand  Pit 

NR 

=  Nature  Reserve 

WCB 

=  Watercress  Beds 

Observers’  initials  in  the  report  are  shown  against  principal  records.  A  full  list  of 
observers  appears  on  pages  20  to  22.  The  abbreviation  ‘mo’,  used  for  some  long-stay 
records,  indicates  ‘many  observers’. 

For  a  full  appreciation  of  records  in  this  report,  a  detailed,  large  scale  map  of  the 
London  Area  will  be  found  useful.  Reference  should  also  be  made  to  the  Society’s  books 
The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1957  and  1964)  and  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  of  the  London 
Area  (1977),  which  give  the  continuous  history  of  species  since  1900. 

Sightings  of  more  than  one  bird  (where  they  are  assumed  to  have  arrived  together)  are 
treated  as  one  record.  All  running  totals  of  rare  or  unusual  birds  that  are  provided  in  the 
systematic  list  can  be  assumed  to  refer  only  to  the  present  century,  unless  specifically 
mentioned  otherwise. 

0002  Red-throated  Diver  Gavia  stellata 

E  King  George  V  Res,  an  adult  in  partial  summer  plumage  from  Oct  8th  to  13th 
(SCr,AM,PJV). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  flew  W  up  the  Thames  on  Jan  22nd  (DD#).  Thamesmead,  an 
exhausted  bird  discovered  resting  on  rocks  on  Feb  28th  seemed  to  recover  and  was 
later  seen  on  the  water  looking  well  (NRW). 

Three  records  is  about  average  for  recent  years  given  the  lack  of  hard  weather. 

0004  Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer 

E  Netherhall  GP,  one  on  Jan  5th  was  probably  the  bird  present  at  the  end  of  1991 
(TJH  et  al).  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Dec  16th  (SCr). 

A  poor  showing  for  the  most  regular  diver  species  in  the  Area  in  recent  years.  It  is 
worth  noting  here  that  there  have  not  been  any  Black-throated  Divers  in  the 
London  Area  since  1988. 
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0007  Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  ruficollis 

A  further  increase  in  the  breeding  population  with  at  least  90  pairs  reported  against 
84  in  1991  and  only  68  in  1990.  This  increase  was  also  reflected  by  the  number  of 
passage  migrant  records  at  sites  which  rarely  record  the  species.  Localities  holding 
breeding  pairs  (numbers  of  pairs,  or  broods,  in  brackets),  the  largest  counts  in  each 
sector  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Aveley  Landfill  (1).  Belhus  Woods  CP  (2).  Berwick  Ponds  (4).  Corbets  Tey  (2). 
Dagenham  Chase  (3).  Epping  Upland  (1).  Fairlop  (2).  Fishers  Green  (2).  Hall 
Marsh  (2).  Nags  Head  SF  (2).  Purfleet  Chalk  Pits  (4).  Rainham  Marsh  (4-5). 
Rainham  GP  (2).  The  maximum  count  was  1 1  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Aug  18th. 

H  Amwell  GP  (3).  Cheshunt  GP  (3).  Hilfield  Park  Res  (3).  Maple  Lodge  NR  (1).  Old 
Parkbury  (1).  Panshanger  Park  (4).  Rye  House  Marsh  (1).  Rye  Meads  (10).  The 
maximum  count  was  22  at  Rye  Meads  on  Oct  18th. 

M  Brent  Res  (8).  Kempton  Park  Res  (2).  Parkside  Res,  Enfield  (1).  Ruislip  Local  NR 
(1).  Shepperton  GP  (1).  Wildwoods  Lake,  Enfield  (1).  The  largest  count  was  26  at 
Stain  Hill  Res  on  Sept  20th.  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Sept  29th 
(RHK).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr  9th,  two  on  Apr  13th  with  one  remaining  to 
21st,  singles  on  Nov  6th  and  Dec  4th  to  5th  (ARD). 

B  Tilehouse  GP  (2).  The  maximum  count  was  17  at  Wraysbury  GP  on  Jan  19th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh  (2).  Littlebrook  GP  (1).  Stone  Chalk  Pit  (2).  The  maximum  count 
was  22  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Feb  25th. 

S  Apps  Court  Farm  GP  (1).  Beddington  Park  (1).  Beddington  SF  (1).  Epsom 
Common  (2).  Esher  Common  (1).  Field  Common  GP  (1).  Lonsdale  Road  Res  (1). 
Ravensbury  Park  (1).  Waddon  Ponds  (1).  Inner  London:  Burgess  Park,  one  on  Apr 
1 1th  (PJ  B).  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Jan  5th  (K  P). 

0009  Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  proved  to  have  bred  in  each  county  since  1987  is 
shown  in  the  following  table. 

Inner 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1987 

42 

62 

72 

9 

— 

6 

20 

216 

1988 

37 

50 

70 

10 

— 

6 

14 

187 

1989 

38 

51 

N/A 

8 

3 

4 

15 

173 

1990 

44 

64 

70 

8 

1 

16 

35 

238 

1991 

40 

48 

72 

7 

7 

12 

25 

211 

1992 

52 

57 

49 

8 

9 

18 

23 

216 

At  Brent  Res,  only  32  nests  were  built  compared  to  50+  in  1991  and  if  it  were  not 
for  that  decrease,  breeding  numbers  would  have  been  back  to  1990  levels.  Many 
observers  reported  increased  breeding  attempts  but  once  again  success  was  low 
due  to  both  predation  and  fluctuating  water  levels.  The  largest  breeding 
concentrations  (number  of  pairs  or  broods  in  brackets),  Inner  London  breeding 
records  and  the  highest  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (8).  King  George  V  Res,  140  on  Oct  29th. 

H  Cheshunt  GP  (20).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  58  on  Sept  1 1th. 

M  Brent  Res  (32).  Queen  Mary  Res,  31 1  on  Jan  12th.  98  on  July  22nd,  255  on  Aug 
22nd,  325  on  Sept  20th,  349  on  Oct  18th,  333  on  Nov  18th  and  52  on  Dec  13th. 
Staines  Res,  145  on  Nov  6th.  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  at 
least  two  pairs  bred;  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  first  ever  breeding  in  Inner 
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London  took  place  at  this  site  in  1972.  Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs  bred.  Victoria 
Park,  one  pair  bred. 

S  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  one  pair  attempted  to  breed. 

0010  Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena 

A  poor  year  by  recent  standards  with  a  minimum  of  only  13  individuals  when 
adjustments  are  made  for  duplication  caused  by  birds  moving  around.  This 
compares  with  the  excellent  totals  of  21  in  1991  and.  23  in  1990.  All  records  are 
given. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  from  Oct  3rd  to  17th  (JF,KMy,PJV  et  al ),  another  from 
Nov  10th  to  15th  (ACy  et  al ),  one  on  Nov  24th  (SO)  and  one  on  Dec  12th  (DL). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  from  late  1991  stayed  until  Jan  6th  (BR  et  al).  Cheshunt  GP,  one 
on  Oct  28th  (SCr). 

M  Ponders  End  Lake,  singles  from  Jan  1st  to  19th  (ACy,SCr,GJW),  Nov  13th  to  19th 
(ACy  et  al)  and  on  Nov  29th  (JP/\PJL);  the  November  records  almost  certainly 
involved  birds  from  King  George  V  Res.  Staines  Res,  one  intermittently  from  Jan 
15th  to  Feb  1st  (KLP  et  al ),  one  from  Aug  23rd  to  Nov  28th  (CJH,PN  et  al)  joined 
by  a  second  bird  from  Oct  29th  to  Nov  15th  (KLP  et  al)  and  one  from  Dec  30th 
into  1993  (DJMs  et  al).  Wraysbury  Res,  one  on  Dec  22nd  (CL). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  intermittently  from  Jan  1st  to  Feb  7th  (RRG  et  al)  may  have 
been  the  same  as  the  one  at  Staines. 

S  Thorpe  Water  Park,  one  from  Feb  13th  to  28th  (CL). 

1991  Additional  Record 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  from  Dec  25th  into  1992  (RES  et  al).  This  bird  caused  much 
confusion  at  the  time  as  it  was  unusually  small  and  had  poorly  defined  head- 
markings  for  a  Red-necked  Grebe. - 

0011  Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus 

E  Fairlop  Lake,  one  from  Mar  30th  to  Apr  1st  (AAB  et  al).  King  George  V  Res, 
singles  on  Nov  6th  and  7th  (ACy  et  al)  and  Dec  28th  (SCr,PJV).  Wm  Girling  Res, 
one  on  Dec  26th  and  27th  (SCr)  presumably  then  moved  to  King  George  V. 

H  Bury  Lake,  one  on  Jan  21st  (RRD).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  Mar  4th  (ES,DF). 

M  Shepperton  GP,  one  on  Jan  17th  (HWE).  Staines  Res,  one  from  Dec  20th  to  22nd 
(PG,APG,DJMs  et  al). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Nov  8th  (BPA,RBH  et  al).  Walton  Res,  one  from  Apr  22nd 
to  May  1st  (MDv  et  al). 

Even  by  the  low  standards  of  recent  years,  only  nine  records  is  a  very  poor 
showing.  Four  birds  appeared  in  winter,  three  on  spring  passage  and  two  on 
autumn  passage.  It  is  hard  to  speculate  why  this  species  has  become  so  much  rarer 
in  the  London  Area  in  recent  years. 

0012  Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  one  in  January  and  on  Feb  9th  (DL,PL  et  al)  was  presumably  a 
wandering  bird  from  Wm  Girling.  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  from  Jan  1st  to  10th,  two 
from  11th  to  Feb  12th,  three  on  Feb  21st  and  four  from  Feb  25th  to  Apr  5th 
(AAB,SCr,PJV  et  al);  one  on  Aug  29th,  Sept  9th,  two  or  three  on  12th,  three  on 
16th,  four  on  20th  and  25th,  three  from  Oct  4th  to  year  end  (ACy,SCr,PJV  et  al). 

H  Amwell  GP,  two  on  Aug  9th  (BR,GJW  et  al).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  a  displaying  pair 
from  Apr  30th  to  May  4th  and  again  on  May  28th  (GSE  et  al). 
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M  Ponders  End  Lake,  one  from  Jan  3rd  to  Feb  2nd  (ACy).  Staines  Res,  an  isolated 
single  on  Feb  13th  (CL);  spring  passage  commenced  with  a  single  bird  on  Mar 
14th  (same  date  as  1991),  peaked  at  only  two  birds  from  Apr  1st  to  8th  with  the 
last  spring  record  a  single  on  Apr  17th;  there  was  an  isolated  summer  individual  on 
June  16th  and  autumn  passage  commenced  on  July  11th,  peaked  at  six  birds  on 
Aug  9th  and  finished  with  one  on  Oct  26th  (mo).  Wraysbury  Res,  singles  on  Feb 
6th,  13th  and  21st  (CL). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Apr  2nd  (CL).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Leg  of  Mutton  Pond 
on  Oct  21st  (MBe). 

The  presence  of  a  displaying  pair  in  Herts  raised  breeding  hopes  but  the  birds  did 
not  stay.  Numbers  during  both  passage  periods  at  the  traditional  stronghold  of 
Staines  Res  were  again  low.  Wintering  birds  were  mostly  confined  to  Wm  Girling 
Res  and  nearby  sites  although  there  were  odd  winter  records  in  west  London. 

0046  Manx  Shearwater  Puffinus  puffinus 

H  Welwyn,  one  picked  up  exhausted  on  Sept  7th  {per  HNHS). 

M  Archway,  N19,  one  picked  up  exhausted  in  a  busy  high  street  on  Aug  23rd  (P 
McGoldrick  per  MAH). 

S  Camberwell,  SE5,  one  picked  up  exhausted  on  Sept  3rd  (RSPCA).  Croydon,  one 
picked  up  exhausted  on  Sept  7th  (RSPCA).  Putney,  SW15,  one  picked  up 
exhausted  on  Sept  4th  (RSPCA). 

No  ‘healthy  birds’  this  year  but  a  batch  of  exhausted  individuals  all  of  which  ended 
up  with  the  RSPCA.  An  obvious  wreck  in  early  September  when  four  of  the  five 
records  occurred  in  a  five  day  period. 

0052  Storm  Petrel  Hydrobates  pelagicus 

E  West  Thurrock,  one  flew  downriver  on  July  14th  (PJV). 

Only  the  13th  London  record  on  a  quite  extraordinary  date. 

0071  Gannet  Sula  bassana 

H  Rye  Meads,  a  juvenile  flew  E  on  Oct  17th  (RMRG). 

The  47th  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

0072  Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo 

The  breeding  colony  at  Walthamstow  Res  has  rapidly  become  well  established 
with  thirty  nests  in  1992  against  five  in  1991.  At  least  fifty  young  were  reared 
(JF,PL,GJW).  It  is  worth  remembering  that  London’s  first  breeding  record  was  as 
recent  as  1987. 

Observers  are  reminded  that  it  is  not  safe  to  claim  white-headed  birds  as 
continental  sinensis  types  due  to  the  large  number  of  white-headed  birds  breeding 
on  the  Welsh  west  coast  and  the  proven  movement  of  these  birds  to  south-east 
England  in  winter.  Large  counts  from  sites  which  held  more  than  100  birds  during 
the  year  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 
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E  Fishers  Green,  160  on  Dec  13th.  King  George  V  Res,  up  to  139  in  August,  200  in 
September,  400  in  October  and  292  in  November.  Walthamstow  Res,  monthly 
maxima:  105  in  February,  130  in  March,  91  in  August,  138  in  September,  215  in 
October,  109  in  November  and  187  in  December.  Wm  Girling  Res,  121  on  Aug 
29th  and  186  on  Sept  12th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  319  on  Dec  30th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  187  on  Jan  12th,  51  on  Mar 
15th  and  61  on  Oct  18th.  Staines  Res,  up  to  55  in  September,  220  in  October  and 
281  in  November.  Wraysbury  Res,  62  on  Sept  6th,  151  on  Oct  18th,  57  on  Nov 
15th  and  246  on  Dec  13th.  Inner  London :  City  of  London,  one’s  and  two’s  flying 
over  on  many  dates.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  22  on  the  Serpentine  on 
Nov  3rd  was  the  maximum  count;  between  one  and  five  regularly  reported  in  all 
months.  Regent’s  Park,  maximum  of  ten  birds  present  January  to  April  and  June  to 
December.  St  James’s  Park,  up  to  two  during  the  winter  months. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  260  on  Mar  15th,  150  on  Oct  10th  and  80+  in  November.  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res,  103  on  Feb  16th  and  70  on  Sept  13th.  Inner  London:  widely 
reported  on  the  River  Thames  in  all  months  except  May.  Burgess  Park,  present 
regularly  January  to  April  and  November  to  December  with  maximum  of  nine  on 
Nov  7th. 

1990  Additional  Record 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  525  left  the  overnight  roost  on  Nov  15th. 

0080  Shag  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis 

E  Nazeing  GP,  one  on  Oct  8th  and  9th  (SCr).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  the  Thames 
on  Jan  25th  (MKD,MAH),  Feb  15th  (MKD,SRP),  Feb  17th  (MAH)  and  Dec  29th 
(SRP).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on*  Oct  18th  (PL).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Feb  25th 
(PJV). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  SW  with  four  Cormorants  on  Sept  9th 
(ARD). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  Jan  18th  (DJMs). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  from  Oct  17th  to  19th  (RBH  et  al )  with  two  from  20th  to  Nov 
2nd  (BPA,RBH  et  al)  when  one  was  found  dead.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  Sept 
20th  (PK).  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  one  on  Nov  20th  (JQ)  was  probably  the  surviving 
Barn  Elms  bird.  River  Thames  at  Hammersmith,  one  on  Oct  14th  and  16th 
(NPSJPPW)  and  two  on  Oct  20th  (SC/)  -  these  were  the  birds  also  present  at  the 
adjacent  Bam  Elms  Res.  River  Thames  at  Richmond,  one  on  Jan  27th  (DPB). 
Inner  London:  Burgess  Park,  one  on  Sept  5th  (PJB). 

1991  Additional  Records 

S  River  Thames  at  Barnes,  two  on  May  26th  and  four  on  May  27th  (SPB). 

After  the  large  numbers  in  recent  years  something  of  a  return  to  normality  with  a 
minimum  of  12  birds  in  total. 

0095  Bittern  Botaurus  stellaris 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Nov  12th  (LH«).  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Jan  19th  (ACy) 
spent  most  of  its  time  in  Herts. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  one  from  Jan  15th  to  29th  and  one  from  Nov  11th  to  the  year  end 
(TJH  et  al).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Feb  8th  (RMRG,GJW). 

The  single  bird  at  Cheshunt  from  November  was  later  joined  by  two  others  in  early 
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1993  and  they  often  showed  very  well  attracting  large  numbers  of  admirers. 
Otherwise,  only  one  bird  may  have  been  involved  in  the  sightings  early  in  the  year 
and  the  record  at  Dagenham  Chase  was  a  first  for  this  increasingly  productive 
locality. 

0104  Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax 

M  The  Causeway  NR,  North  Feltham,  an  adult  on  June  9th  and  10th  (LM,PJ,RW  et  al). 

The  ninth  London  Area  record  but  the  first  in  June.  Unfortunately  the  bird  was 
only  seen  briefly  at  dusk  during  its  stay  and  did  not  linger  to  be  enjoyed  by 
majority  of  London  birdwatchers.  Accepted  by  the  BBRC. 

0111  Cattle  Egret  Bubulcus  ibis 

H  Stocker’s  Lake  and  Maple  Cross/West  Hyde  area,  eight  on  May  3rd  and  4th  (ASc 
et  al).  These  birds  were  found  at  08.00  hrs  on  May  3rd  and  stayed  at  Stocker's 
Lake  until  10.30  hrs  when  they  moved  to  nearby  Woodoaks  Farm  until  17.15  hrs 
before  flying  south  down  the  valley  to  Lynster's  Farm.  They  then  returned  to 
Stocker’s  Lake  at  20.10  hrs  before  roosting  at  Royal  Oak  GP.  On  May  4th  they 
spent  the  whole  day  at  Lynster’s  Farm  before  flying  back  over  Stocker’s  Lake  at 
19.15  hrs  not  to  be  seen  in  the  Area  again  {per  RRD). 


An  extraordinary  occurrence;  the  first  record  for  the  London  Area  and  the  largest 
flock  ever  seen  in  Britain.  Most  were  in  full  breeding  dress  and  on  May  4th  one 
was  seen  to  take  a  frog.  This  record  was  a  part  (a  very  major  part)  of  a  widespread 
national  influx  of  Cattle  Egrets  between  May  2nd  and  9th. 
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0122  Grey  Heron  Ardea  cinerea 

A  small  increase  in  the  number  of  reported  nesti,  with  319  against  296  in  1991.  It 
seems  that  this  species  is  stable  at  worst  but  probably  slowly  increasing  in  the 
London  Area.  All  breeding  records  with  the  corresponding  total  for  1991  in 
brackets  and  the  largest  counts  away  from  breeding  sites  are  given. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  three  occupied  nests  (13  in  1991).  Walthamstow  Res,  121 
occupied  nests  (84  in  1991).  Monthly  maxima  at  West  Thurrock  -  January:  135, 
February:  63,  March:  50,  July:  45,  August:  50,  October:  40,  December:  101;  lower 
numbers  than  in  recent  years. 

H  Panshanger,  one  occupied  nest  (three  in  1991).  Stocker’s  Lake,  38  occupied  nests 
(35  in  1991). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  39  occupied  nests  (38  in  1°91).  Osterley  Park,  seven  occupied 
nests  (7  in  1991).  Kempton  Park  Res,  38  nests  (42  in  1991).  Syon  Park,  12 
occupied  nests  (13  in  1991).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  26  occupied  nests  (28 
in  1991). 

S  Bookham  Common,  four  occupied  nests.  Brentford  Ait,  seven  occupied  nests. 
Gatton  Lake,  18  occupied  nests  (17  in  1991).  Isleworth  Ait,  five  occupied  nests 
(same  as  1991). 

0134  White  Stork  Ciconia  ciconia 

1971  Correction 

The  record  of  one  over  West  Drayton  (M)  on  May  10th  has  been  withdrawn  by  the 
observer. 

1982  Additional  Record 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  flying  over  on  May  2nd  (AJM,RJM). 

The  West  Drayton  record  was  in  fact  withdrawn  by  the  observer  shortly  after  the 
claimed  sighting  and  should  not  have  stood  as  an  accepted  record.  This  is 
compensated  for  by  the  Kent  record  which  was  accepted  by  the  BBRC  but  has 
never  appeared  in  a  LBR.  These  affect  Hardwick  and  Self,  1992.  The  London  Area 
total  remains  at  ten  and  there  has  not  been  an  accepted  record  since  1986. 

0144  Spoonbill  Platalea  leucorodia 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  two  adults  on  May  27th  flew  off  at  16.30  hrs  (MJW  et  al ). 

The  19th  London  Area  record  at'  a  peak  time  for  migrants  in  eastern  Britain. 

0152  Mute  Swan  Cygnus  olor 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  is  given  for  each  county  in  the  following  table. 

Inner 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1988 

8 

17 

10 

4 

1 

3 

6 

49 

1989 

9 

16 

16 

4 

4 

12 

61 

1990 

16 

17 

13 

7 

1 

7 

4 

61 

1991 

12 

22 

13 

7 

3 

3 

3 

63 

1992 

13 

27 

8 

6 

4 

6 

8 

72 

The  largest  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported  since  1983.  The  ban  on  use  of  lead 
shot  by  fishermen  certainly  seems  to  be  having  a  positive  effect  on  numbers  and 
productivity  of  this  species.  The  largest  counts  are  given  below. 
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E  Eagle  Pond,  Wanstead,  65  on  Jan  2nd.  Walthamstow  Res,  54  on  July  19th  and  62 
on  Aug  16th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  41  on  Oct  17th. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  54  on  Feb  27th.  Springwell  Lake,  41  on  Jan  12th.  Inner 
London :  Victoria  Park,  17  on  May  5th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  38  on  Jan  19th. 

S  River  Thames  at  Hampton  Court,  113+  June  7th,  65  on  Oct  17th,  72  on  Nov  15th. 
130+  on  Dec  30th. 

0153  Bewick’s  Swan  Cygnus  columbianus 

E  Fairlop  Lake,  six  adults  flew  NE  on  Dec  25th  (AAB). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  adult  on  Jan  28th  (GSE,SHM)  and  21  on  Feb  16th 

(GSE,JFe). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  adult  on  Oct  4th  (GDJM)  and  six  flew  SE  on  Dec  12th  (JPA). 
Cobham,  34  flew  over  on  Mar  16th  (FRC). 

A  poor  year  for  this  species  with  only  six  records  and  none  at  all  from  either  the 
Lea  Valley  or  the  west  London  Reservoirs. 

0154  Whooper  Swan  Cygnus  cygnus 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  immature  on  Dec  24th  (ACy).  Rainham  Marsh,  six  flew 
NE  on  Mar  15th  (GCB,LS).  Wm  Girling  Res,  two  immatures  on  Nov  12th  (PJV). 

H  Rye  Meads,  two  on  Nov  15th  (RMRG). 

An  average  showing.  It  is  most  unusual  for  records  of  this  species  to  almost  equal 
those  of  the  previous  species  -  it  is  normally  far  scarcer. 

0159  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  albifrons 

See  also  Appendix  I. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  47  flew  N  on  Jan  25th  (MAH). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  20  flew  W  on  Jan  24th  (JPPW)  and  18  flew  W  on  Jan  25th 
(NL,TJL). 

These  three  good-sized  flocks  were  part  of  an  obvious  movement  over  south 
eastern  Britain  on  Jan  24th  and  25th.  It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  more  were  not 
reported  in  the  Area. 

Wild  goose  sp 

H  Amwell  GP,  four  flying  S  on  Mar  13th  were  thought  to  be  White-fronted  Geese 
(BR). 

0161  Greylag  Goose  Anser  anser 

Widely  reported  from  gravel  pits  and  lakes  across  the  region.  Breeding  records 
(with  number  of  pairs  or  broods  in  parentheses)  and  large  counts  are  shown  below. 
Sevenoaks  Reserve  once  again  produced  some  massive  counts. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (3-4).  Corbets  Tey  (1).  Fishers  Green  (1).  Rainham  GP  (1-2). 

River  Lea,  Walthamstow  (3).  Walthamstow  Res  (3);  maximum  of  15  on  Apr  17th. 
H  Amwell  GP,  11  from  Aug  29th  to  31st.  Cheshunt  GP  (1).  Maple  Cross,  30  on  Feb 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1992 


31 


22nd.  Pynesfield  GP,  41  on  Nov  30th.  Stocker’s  Lake  (1);  maximum  of  40  on  Aug 
9th.  West  Hyde,  37  on  Nov  29th. 

M  Broadwater  GP  (4);  maximum  of  61  on  Dec  30th.  Highway  Farm,  Harefield,  48  on 
Oct  14th.  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park,  maximum  of  26  on  Dec  31st.  Regent’s  Park 
(8);  maximum  of  45.  St  James’s  Park,  bred  as  usual;  maxima  of  160  in  August  and 
162  in  September. 

K  Darenth,  60  on  Jan  12th.  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  77  on  Jan  25th.  Ruxley  GP  (1). 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  monthly  maxima  -  March:  51,  April:  57,  May:  24,  June:  209, 
September:  500,  October:  600,  November:  4  and  December:  85. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  33  on  Aug  18th.  River  Thames  between  Teddington  and 
Twickenham  (1). 

0166  Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis 

A  common  and  increasing  resident  throughout  the  region  which  has  reached  pest 
proportions  at  some  sites.  As  part  of  a  programme  to  reduce  numbers  of  this 
species,  many  eggs  were  pricked  at  Inner  London  sites  (and  elsewhere).  For  a 
thorough  analysis  of  the  status  of  this  species  in  the  London  Area  see  LBR  56:  175- 
182.  Localities  with  five  or  more  broods  or  breeding  pairs  (numbers  in 
parentheses)  and  the  highest  counts  from  sites  holding  300  or  more  birds  at  some 
stage  during  the  year  are  given  below. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (5+).  Fishers  Green  (59+).  Hainault  Forest  (6+).  Nazeing  GP, 
450  on  June  11th.  Netherhall  GP,  1,200  on  Sept  19th.  Walthamstow  Res  (98); 
maximum  of  1,1 12  plus  12  young  on  June  27th. 

H  Amwell  GP  (36);  maximum  of  430  on.  Sept  1st.  Cheshunt  GP  (21).  Stanstead 
Abbotts  GP  (15).  Stocker’s  Lake,  121  young  raised.  Verulamium  Lake  (6). 

M  Alexandra  Park  (13).  Broadwater  GP,  maximum  of  519  on  Dec  30th.  Inner 
London :  Regent’s  Park  (25).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  120  on  Round 
Pond  in  autumn.  St  James’s  Park,  bred  but  controlled. 

B  Langley  Park,  507  on  Sept  13th. 

0168  Brent  Goose  Branta  bernicla 

See  also  Appendix  I. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  six  flew  S  on  Feb  25th  (LH/?).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  flew  E  on 
Feb  1st  (KB,DL),  ten  flew  from  the  ranges  and  downriver  on  Feb  6th  (DL)  and  one 
on  Mar  21st  (MKD).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Feb  8th  (AAB,PJV)  and  Nov  29th 
(PJV). 

M  Brent  Res,  13  arrived  in  thick  fog  on  Feb  8th  (ASMS  et  al).  Staines  Res,  one  on 
Dec  10th  (CL). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  five  flew  E  on  Jan  9th  (DDtf).  Dartford  Marsh,  ten  on  Feb  9th 
(CWn,RWn)  and  one  on  Apr  20th  (AJM).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Jan  11th 
(SWR). 

S  Beddington  SF,  18  flew  S  on  Jan  24th  (RDW  et  al),  45  flew  S  at  08.45  hrs  (A Gh) 
and  52  flew  S  at  09.00  hrs  (GDJM)  on  Nov  8th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  32  flew  NW  on 
Mar  16th  (PW t).  South  Norwood  CP,  30+  flew  SW  at  08.22  hrs  on  Nov  8th 
(JBd,JBz). 

After  last  year’s  extraordinary  numbers,  1992  saw  something  of  a  return  to 
normality  with  a  typical  spread  of  records  concentrated  in  late  autumn  and  winter. 
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0170  Egyptian  Goose  Alopochen  aegyptiacus 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  two  briefly  on  Apr  14th.  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Mar  26th  and  a 
pair  on  Apr  12th.  Nazeing  GP,  one  pair  bred  successfully;  maximum  of  six  on  Sept 
24th.  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Feb  2nd.  Weald  Park,  two  on  May  31st. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  pair  from  Feb  26th  to  the  year  end  (sporadically)  bred  but  the  two 
eggs  laid  did  not  hatch  and  were  thought  to  be  infertile.  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP.  the 
Amwell  pair  were  seen  here  infrequently.  St  Margarets,  the  Amwell  pair  were  here 
on  Mar  2nd.  Verulamium  Lake,  one  in  April  and  May. 

The  first  breeding  attempts  in  the  Area  by  this  feral  species.  All  records  came  from 
the  eastern  half  of  the  Area  which  might  be  expected  given  the  species’  stronghold 
in  East  Anglia. 

0173  Shelduck  Tadorna  tadorna 

Breeding  records  (with  number  of  pairs  or  broods  in  brackets),  and  highest  counts 
in  each  sector  are  given  below.  The  breeding  population  appears  if  anything  to 
have  increased  although  counts  from  the  Lower  Thames  outside  the  breeding 
season  were  well  down  on  recent  years. 

E  Beckton  (1).  Fishers  Green  (1).  King  George  V  Res  (1).  Nazeing  GP  (1).  Rainham 
Marsh  (8+).  Walthamstow  Res  (2).  West  Thurrock  (3).  Wm  Girling  Res  (1).  Other 
summering  pairs  were  reported  from  Belhus  Woods  CP  (1),  Netherhall  GP  (4), 
Purfleet  Chalk  Pit  (10),  Rainham  GP/Berwick  Ponds  (7-8).  The  highest  counts  at 
principal  localities  along  the  Lower  Thames  are  summarised  in  the  following  table: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Barking 

— 

74 

89 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

35 

- 

80 

21 

Rainham  Marsh 

150 

170 

190 

150 

85 

40 

50 

20 

60 

70 

70 

100 

West  Thurrock 

70 

100 

115 

100 

40 

80 

32 

— 

to 

50 

50 

50 

H  Amwell  GP  (1).  Rye  Meads  (2);  16  adults  in  May  and  June.  Stocker's  Lake  (1). 

M  Charlton  GP,  13  on  Jan  19th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  five  on  Dec  16th.  King  George  V 
Res,  17  on  Apr  17th.  Queen  Mary  Res  (1);  19  on  Mar  25th.  Staines  Res,  13  on 
May  1 1th.  Wraysbury  Res,  25  on  May  14th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  12  on  May  16th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh  (1).  Thamesmead  (2).  The  highest  counts  from  Dartford  Marsh 
were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Dartford  Marsh  47  40  30  15  -  7  7  6  -  -  -  22 

Other  significant  counts  came  from  Crayford  Marsh,  95  on  Jan  9th,  Crossness,  74 
on  Feb  8th  and  Thamesmead  with  85  on  Feb  1st. 

S  Beddington  SF,  18  on  Mar  25th.  Island  Bam  Res  (2).  Walton  Res,  51  on  May  13th. 

0178  Mandarin  Aix  galericulata 

Now  a  widely  reported  species  across  the  Area  occurring  at  almost  any  suitable 
water  with  the  notable  exception  of  the  Kent  sector.  All  breeding  records  are  given 
below  together  with  large  counts  and  all  records  from  Kent. 

E  Connaught  Water,  Epping  Forest,  one  pair  bred;  up  to  14  in  January,  21  in 
February,  nine  in  October,  26  in  November  and  12  in  December.  Dagnam  Park, 
one  pair  bred  -  the  first  confirmed  breeding  at  this  site. 


Cattle  Egrets  at  Maple  Cross,  May  1992 

(Photo:  ABOVE  -  Jason  Goodwin,  BELOW  -  Peter  Gasson) 


ABOVE:  Ferruginous  Duck  at  Stocker  s  Lake,  December  1992  ( Photos :  Jenni  Watson) 


BELOW:  Ring-necked  x  Tufted  Duck  hybrid  at  Kew  Green,  April  1992  ( Photos :  Peter  Gasson) 
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H  Panshanger  Park,  two  females  and  21  young  on  May  21st  and  a  different  brood  of 
seven  on  June  21st;  up  to  18  in  January,  16  in  March,  ten  in  April  and  three  in 
October. 

M  Broomfield  Park,  five  on  Feb  4th.  Grovelands  Park,  Southgate,  one  pair  bred; 
maxima  of  eight  in  January,  six  in  February,  one  in  March,  six  in  April,  three  in 
May,  three  in  June,  six  in  July,  23  in  September,  30  in  October  and  48  in 
December.  Osterley  Park,  one  pair  bred;  two  pairs  in  February.  Shepperton  GP, 
one  pair  bred.  Stanmore  Common,  one  pair  bred.  Syon  Park,  one  pair  bred. 
Wildwoods  Lake,  Enfield,  one  pair  bred. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  up  to  eight  in  January,  six  in  February  and  eight  in  March. 

K  Chislehurst,  one  on  Dec  21st.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Apr  4th. 

S  Claremont  Lake,  one  pair  bred.  Epsom  Common,  two  pairs  bred;  49  on  Feb  12th. 
Kew  Gardens,  bred.  Nower  Wood,  three  nest  boxes  were  used.  River  Mole,  West 
End,  one  pair  bred.  Richmond  Park,  one  pair  bred.  West  End  Common,  one  pair 
bred. 

0179  Wigeon  Anas  penelope 

Highest  counts  at  each  site  which  held  fifty  or  more  birds  at  the  beginning  and  end 
of  the  year,  an  Inner  London  record  and  summer  records  are  given  below.  Summer 
occurrences  included  the  intriguing  record  of  a  possible  breeding  pair  at  Hall  Marsh. 

E  Hall  Marsh,  one  pair  seen  to  mate  on  Mar  19th  and  the  male  seen  into  June;  70  on 
Dec  28th.  Nazeing  GP,  115  in  January.  Netherhall  GP,  180  on  Mar  1st  and  130  on 
Nov  29th.  Rainham  Marsh,  75  on  Jan  19th.  Roydon  GP,  97  on  Dec  5th. 

H  Am  well  GP,  106  on  Oct  18th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  140  on  Jan  25th  and  106  on  Dec  30th.  Highway  Farm  Pools, 
Harefield,  92  on  Dec  20th.  Kempton  Park  Racecourse,  250  on  Jan  13th  and  340  on 
Dec  16th.  King  George  VI  Res,  157  on  Dec  13th.  Ponders  End  Lake,  100  on  Jan 
2nd.  Stain  Hill  Res,  141  on  Dec  16th.  Staines  Res,  160  on  Jan  21st  and  210  on  Dec 
13th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Oct  6th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  126  on  Jan  19th  and  73  on  Oct  18th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  65  on  Jan  9th. 

S  Richmond  Park,  127  on  Oct  28th.  Thorpe  Park,  200  on  Feb  28th.  Walton  Res,  340 
on  Jan  29th  and  1 15  on  Nov  18th;  a  male  in  early  June. 

0182  Gadwall  Anas  strepera 

Winter  counts  were  well  down,  on  recent  years  with  many  favoured  localities 
reporting  very  low  numbers.  Details  of  breeding  birds,  monthly  maxima  from 
some  main  localities  (in  the  form  of  a  table)  and  the  remaining  highest  county 
counts  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Belhus  Woods  CP 

92 

52 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

42 

50 

Netherhall  GP 

30 

120 

70 

- 

— 

— 

40 

44 

- 

H 

Amwell  GP 

55 

28 

30 

22 

25 

40 

229 

224 

69 

Rye  Meads 

120 

92 

72 

34 

74 

45 

56 

65 

101 

Stocker’s  Lake 

120 

19 

44 

19 

33 

27 

29 

12 

54 

M 

Brent  Res 

14 

22 

14 

4 

8 

26 

29 

40 

25 

Stain  Hill  Res 

10 

22 

- 

— 

— 

88 

84 

68 

232 

B 

Old  Slade  NR 

— 

15 

48 

33 

21 

121 

67 

40 

22 

Wraysbury  GP 

150 

26 

31 

7 

30 

146 

182 

236 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

44 

55 

20 

6 

10 

4 

31 

43 

36 

Beddington  SF 

15 

20 

16 

10 

1 

8 

24 

50 

38 

Richmond  Park 

17 

7 

— 

— 

17 

60 

78 

210 

100 

Thorpe  Park 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

184 

193 

146 
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E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  two  pairs  summered.  Berwick  Ponds,  one  pair  bred.  Hall 
Marsh,  one  pair  bred.  Walthamstow  Res,  one  pair  bred.  King  George  V  Res,  77  on 
Dec  31st. 

H  Amwell  GP,  five  broods  seen.  Cheshunt  GP,  three  broods  seen;  146  on  Dec  5th. 
Maple  Lodge  NR,  two  broods  seen;  54  in  moult  on  June  23rd.  Rye  Meads,  14 
broods  seen. 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  pairs  summered.  Queen  Mary  Res,  58  on  Jan  12th.  Stocker’s  West 
GP,  one  brood  seen.  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Jan  13th. 

B  Horton  GP,  54  on  Jan  10th.  Old  Slade  NR,  two  pairs  summered. 

K  Thamesmead,  30  on  Feb  1st. 

S  Walton  Res,  42  on  Feb  28th. 

0184  Teal  Anas  crecca 

Three  pairs  were  proved  to  breed  this  year,  all  at  Rainham  Marsh.  Several  other 
birds  were  present  in  summer  some  of  which  may  have  bred  or  attempted  to  do  so. 
Wintering  numbers  were  greatly  reduced  on  last  year  with  no  four  figure  and  few 
high  three  figure  counts.  Peak  monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  are  shown 
in  tabular  form,  details  of  summer  records  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  in 
the  text. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

600 

400 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

330 

Rainham  Marsh 

500 

350 

250 

— 

- 

i 

250 

350 

400 

West  Thurrock 

too 

100 

100 

- 

— 

- 

40 

100 

200 

Wm  Girling  Res 

400 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

372 

316 

- 

H 

Amwell  GP 

29 

30 

25 

19 

22 

58 

102 

120 

102 

Maple  Lodge  NR 

36 

85 

76 

25 

26 

33 

8 

- 

20 

Rye  House  Marsh 

- 

48 

40 

9 

8 

33 

25 

45 

- 

Rye  Meads 

110 

75 

40 

12 

10 

33 

70 

30 

135 

Stocker’s  Lake 

110 

26 

11 

6 

- 

1 

10 

12 

70 

M 

Brent  Res 

49 

50 

25 

20 

7 

45 

41 

60 

47 

Kempton  Park  Res 

300 

81 

70 

- 

- 

25 

35 

89 

80 

King  George  VI  Res  164 

180 

112 

- 

- 

94 

66 

50 

274 

Staines  Res 

- 

8 

11 

- 

18 

10 

12 

86 

31 

K 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

54 

38 

25 

13 

2 

13 

40 

38 

30 

Thamesmead 

- 

171 

141 

- 

25 

- 

29 

100 

200 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

122 

160 

61 

6 

3 

18 

62 

68 

37 

Beddington  SF 

67 

150 

60 

8 

12 

100 

100 

60 

186 

Walton  Res 

75 

208 

190 

82 

39 

159 

120 

330 

444 

E 

Berwick  Ponds,  two 

pairs 

summered.  Dagenham  Chase 

a  male 

in  June. 

Hall 

Marsh,  one  pair  probably  bred.  Rainham  Marsh,  three  pairs  bred  with  at  least  one 
successful  brood. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  in  June.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  a  male  in  June.  Maple  Lodge  NR, 
two  pairs  on  June  9th  and  17  on  June  23rd.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  pair  on  May  29th 
and  a  male  from  June  28th  into  July. 

M  Brent  Res,  one  pair  bred  .  Perry  Oaks  SF,  up  to  six  birds  in  June.  Staines  Res,  two 
on  June  28th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Jan  30th,  Feb  3rd,  Feb  7th 
and  Sept  19th  and  three  on  Oct  8th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  June  20th.  Beddington  SF,  six  on  June  27th.  Richmond 
Park,  two  males  on  June  22nd.  Walton  Res,  13  on  June  16th. 
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0184.01  Green-winged  Teal  Anas  crecca  carolinensis 

1961  Additional  Record 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  a  drake  on  Nov  11th  and  15th. 

This  record  was  fully  accepted  and  published  in  Birds  of  Hertfordshire  (Gladwin 
and  Sage,  1986),  but  has  never  appeared  in  the  LBR.  The  London  Area  total  is  now 
five,  four  of  which  have  appeared  in  spring,  this  being  the  only  autumn  record. 

0186  Mallard  Anas  platyrhynchos 

A  very  common  and  widespread  breeding  species  whose  numbers  are  boosted  in 
winter  by  continental  immigrants.  The  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported  to  the 
Society  certainly  does  not  come  anywhere  near  the  true  total.  Highest  county 
counts,  other  counts  in  excess  of  300  (100  in  Inner  London)  and  large  breeding 
populations  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  ten  to  12  broods;  300  on  Nov  14th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  20  broods;  355  on  Jan  12th  and  Sept  13th,  400  on  Oct  10th,  565  on 
Nov  1st  and  403  on  Dec  12th.  Cheshunt  GP,  13  broods.  Rye  Meads,  19  broods 
totalling  117  young.  Stocker’s  Lake,  ten  plus  broods.  Verulamium  Lake,  303  on 
Sept  17th  and  300  on  Oct  26th. 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  16  broods  few  of  which  survived.  Ruislip  Village  Pond,  240  on 
Jan  26th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  16  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  18  broods 
at  least;  189  in  August  and  188  in  September. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  91  on  Jan  19th  was  the  maximum  count  for  the  sector. 

K  River  Thames  at  Crayford,  120  on  Jan  9th  and  at  Dartford,  120  on  Jan  22nd  were 
the  maximum  counts  for  the  sector. 

S  River  Thames  at  Hampton  Court,  174  on  Oct  17th.  River  Thames  at  Teddington, 
169  on  Mar  15th. 

0189  Pintail  Anas  acuta 

A  poor  year  for  this  species  with  an  especially  discouraging  return  from  sites  at  its 
former  strongholds  on  the  Lower  Thames  -  Rainham  Marsh  and  Thamesmead.  The 
only  double  figure  flocks  were  autumn  flyovers;  the  26  flying  south  at  Stanstead 
Abbotts  on  Oct  17th  were  notable.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Sept  15th.  King  George  V  Res,  one  from  Apr  4th  to  5th  and 
one  on  Nov  8th.  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Jan  25th  and  Nov  15th.  Walthamstow 
Res,  one  intermittently  from  Jan  26th  to  Mar  1st  and  one  on  Oct  4th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  from  1991  present  to  Mar  1st,  singles  from  Aug  4th  to  11th,  on 
Aug  24th,  Sept  2nd,  two  on  Oct  3rd  and  one  on  Dec  12th  and  13th.  Cheshunt  GP, 
singles  on  Aug  21st  and  Sept  10th.  Maple  Lodge  NR,  two  from  Feb  8th  to  Mar  1st 
and  one  from  Aug  21st  to  29th.  Rye  Meads,  one  from  July  25th  to  Aug  7th. 
Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  26  flew  S  on  Oct  17th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  four  on  Apr  2nd, 
two  on  Apr  4th  and  one  on  Oct  14th. 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Apr  12th.  Broadwater  GP,  three  on  July  31st.  Hampton  Court 
Park,  one  on  Oct  1 1th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  on  Feb  6th.  Perry  Oaks  SF,  singles  on 
Feb  9th,  Aug  15th,  Oct  1 1th  and  Nov  6th.  Staines  Res,  one  from  Aug  10th  to  18th. 

B  Horton  GP,  one  from  Dec  27th  to  30th.  Old  Slade  NR,  one  present  intermittently 
from  Aug  15th  to  Oct  10th.  Wraysbury  GP,  two  on  Dec  25th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Mar  1 8th.  Thamesmead,  up  to  four  in  February. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Sept  18th.  Beddington  SF,  two  on  Feb  25th,  one  on  Mar 
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3rd,  two  on  Aug  8th,  15  flew  over  on  Sept  13th,  one  from  Sept  14th  to  16th,  one 
flew  W  on  Oct  25th  and  one  on  Dec  24th  and  25th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  Jan 
9th  and  10th  and  two  on  Feb  19th.  South  Norwood  CP,  one  on  Aug  29th.  Walton 
Res,  two  on  Feb  28th,  four  from  Mar  2nd  to  4th,  five  from  5th  to  1 1th,  three  from 
12th  to  15th  and  one  from  17th  to  23rd. 

1991  Additional  Record 

S  Walton  Res,  two  on  Jan  31st,  one  on  Feb  15th  and  one  on  Oct  18th. 

0191  Garganey  Anas  querquedula 

About  five  records  in  spring,  sixteen  in  autumn  and  none  indicative  of  possible 
breeding  represents  a  rather  poor  year  for  this  species.  Its  absence  from  traditional 
sites  was  notable  and  the  following  three  localities  drew  a  blank  for  the  first  time 
for  several  years  (last  blank  year  in  brackets):  Am  well  GP  (1985).  Rainham  Marsh 
(1988)  and  Staines  Res  (1982).  The  first  bird  in  spring  was  on  the  very  late  date  of 
May  5th  and  the  last  in  autumn  on  Oct  18th,  also  late.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  or  two  from  Aug  4th  to  21st  when  five  were  present 
(KB,MS«  et  al ).  Hall  Marsh,  a  male  on  May  5th  (IK)  and  one  on  Sept  18th  (TJH). 

H  Bowyers  GP,  a  pair  on  May  26th  (IK).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  single  males  on  May 
16th  and  20th  (GSE).  Maple  Lodge  NR,  a  male  on  June  23rd  and  a  female  on  Aug 
1 1th  (SJC).  Rye  Meads,  single  males  on  July  25th  (RMRG)  and  Aug  1st  (MH). 

M  Brent  Res,  a  male  on  Sept  19th  and  20th  (JPC  et  al).  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on 
Sept  12th  (PN).  Queen  Mary  GP,  one  on  Aug  31st  (DJM5).  Queen  Mary  Res,  one 
on  Aug  31st  (CJH,PN). 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  two  males  from  May  30th  to  June  1st  (AVM  et  al)  and  one  from 
Aug  22nd  to  25th  (CL  et  al). 

S  Beddington  SF,  two  from  July  31st  to  Aug  14th  and  one  on  Oct  18th  (JPA  et  al). 
Walton  Res,  one  from  Aug  17th  to  25th,  two  on  Sept  1st  and  one  from  Sept  10th  to 
21st  (CL,SJS  et  al). 

0194  Shoveler  Anas  clypeata 

About  12  pairs  summered  and  six  broods  were  seen,  one  more  than  in  1991.  As 
usual,  many  of  the  birds  reported  in  late  June  were  probably  early  returning  non¬ 
breeding  migrants.  Numbers  were  lower  than  in  1991  in  both  winter  periods  but 
autumn  passage  produced  very  good  numbers  of  birds.  Details  of  breeding  and 
summering  birds,  peak  monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (those  where  more 
than  100  were  recorded  at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the  remaining 
highest  county  counts  and  notable  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Walthamstow  Res 

37 

22 

- 

- 

75 

140 

72 

44 

19 

H 

Amwell  GP 

31 

83 

70 

5 

115 

125 

80 

65 

107 

Stocker’s  Lake 

94 

84 

81 

16 

- 

160 

56 

90 

156 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

50 

99 

50 

- 

- 

311 

116 

180 

62 

King  George  VI  Res 

6 

46 

112 

38 

- 

23 

75 

53 

141 

Queen  Mary  Res 

- 

126 

64 

- 

- 

- 

475 

- 

- 

Staines  Res 

73 

41 

55 

- 

82 

146 

21 

36 

21 

Wraysbury  Res 

272 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

237 

50 

25 

Yiewsley  GP 

238 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

73 

290 

21 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

81 

131 

82 

25 

8 

9 

56 

92 

81 

Walton  Res 

300 

218 

102 

52 

80 

137 

95 

169 

— 

BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1992 


37 


E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair  summered.  Netherhall  GP,  80  on  Jan  5th.  Waltham 
Abbey  area,  six  summering  pairs  produced  three  broods.  Walthamstow  Res,  one  or 
two  pairs  summered. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  brood  seen.  Cheshunt  GP,  one  pair  summered.  Hilfield  Park  Res, 
one  pair  on  June  25th;  68  on  Nov  2nd.  Maple  Cross  NR,  up  to  18  in  June.  Rye 
Meads,  up  to  six  in  June.  Stocker’s  Lake,  three  males  on  June  28th. 

M  Brent  Res,  two  pairs  summered;  one  brood  seen.  Hampstead  Heath,  one  male 
summered  and  was  seen  to  mate  with  a  female  Mallard.  Perry  Oaks  SF,  up  to  three 
in  June.  Rammey  Marsh,  a  pair  on  June  7th  and  one  on  June  14th.  Shepperton  GP, 
160  on  Sept  17th.  Staines  Res,  one  on  June  28th.  Stain  Hill  Res,  93  on  Sept  20th. 
Stoke  Newington  Res,  a  pair  on  June  16th.  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens,  up 
to  34  in  January  and  February  and  35  in  October;  one  male  on  June  1st.  Regent’s 
Park,  three  on  June  25th  rising  to  an  autumn  peak  of  43  on  Aug  17th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  47  on  Jan  19th. 

K  Thamesmead,  up  to  17  in  March  was  the  highest  count  for  the  sector. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  up  to  four  in  June.  Beddington  SF  up  to  eight  in  June.  Lonsdale 
Road  Res,  up  to  two  in  June;  64  on  Sept  19th.  South  Norwood  CP,  one  on  June  21st. 


0196  Red-crested  Pochard  Netta  rufina 

The  usual  comments  about  origin  apply!  However,  it  should  be  noted  that  1992 
was  one  of  the  worst  years  on  record  in  recent  times  for  this  species.  This  could 
imply  either  that  some  of  the  apparent  influxes  in  recent  years  have  actually 
involved  wild  birds  or  that  some  observers  have  stopped  reporting  obvious  ‘fence- 
hoppers’.  All  records  are  shown  below. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  from  Dec  26th  into  1993  (CB/?,CRT  et  al ). 

M  Shepperton  GP,  a  female  on  Apr  2nd  (JAS).  Stoke  Newington  Res,  four  on  Oct 
11th  (PJLaz).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  a  shy  pair  on  Jan  17th  with  the  male 
still  present  on  23rd  (ARD). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  pair  on  May  24th  (FJM),  two  on  Aug  7th  and  8th,  one  on  Aug 
19th  (BPA),  one  on  Sept  21st  (RBHJPPW),  a  pair  on  Oct  1st  and  one  on  Oct  7th 
(RBH).  Beddington  SF,  one  from  Sept  12th  to  23rd  (BBR).  Chertsey  Lake,  one  on 
Jan  26th  (NAS).  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  a  pair  on  May  25th  (SPB),  three  from  Aug 
12th  to  Oct  4th  (VEH)  and  one  on  Oct  6th  (MRH).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Mar 
9th  (BH). 


0198  Pochard  Aythya  ferina 

A  small  decline  in  the  number  of  summering  birds  and  broods  seen  with  a  possible 
maximum  of  64  pairs  of  this  nationally  rare  breeding  species.  This  is  probably  a 
reasonably  accurate  reflection  of  the  true  situation  as  reports  were  received  from 
all  traditional  sites.  Several  observers  reported  very  low  survival  rates  (if  any)  of 
the  fledged  young  often  citing  predation  by  pike  as  the  cause.  There  were  again  no 
especially  large  moulting  flocks  present  this  year  and  as  with  most  wildfowl 
species  wintering  numbers  were  very  low.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering 
birds,  peak  monthly  counts  from  the  principal  localities  (those  where  more  than 
150  were  reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the  remaining 
highest  counts  in  each  county  and  notable  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Walthamstow  Res 

83 

79 

- 

Al 

98 

39 

104 

155 

130 

H 

Amwell  GP 

133 

75 

35 

4 

71 

60 

80 

158 

97 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

- 

- 

- 

— 

180 

- 

- 

70 

— 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

154 

107 

8 

- 

- 

120 

364 

320 

313 

Staines  Res 

272 

2 

17 

- 

80 

26 

17 

Al 

55 

B 

Wraysbury  GP 

162 

71 

24 

- 

- 

54 

72 

129 

103 

K 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

188 

39 

23 

2 

2 

42 

93 

64 

54 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

20 

26 

25 

3 

163 

222 

102 

59 

77 

E  Berwick  Ponds/Rainham  GP,  ten  to  12  pairs  summered  producing  at  least  eight 
broods.  Fishers  Green,  one  brood  seen.  Walthamstow  Res,  eight  broods  seen. 
Rainham  Marsh,  100  on  the  River  Thames  on  Jan  25th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  summered  but  no  broods  seen.  Maple  Lodge  NR,  two  broods  seen. 
Rye  Meads,  one  brood  of  one.  Stocker’s  Lake,  seven  broods  but  all  young  were 
lost;  105  on  Nov  15th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  four  pairs  bred.  Ashford  Common  Treatment  Works,  one  brood 
seen.  Brent  Res,  one  brood  seen;  130  in  September.  Broadwater  GP,  one  brood 
seen.  The  Causeway  NR,  North  Feltham,  one  brood  seen.  Grand  Union  Canal  at 
Broadwater  GP,  one  brood  seen.  Tottenham  Cemetery,  two  pairs  bred.  Inner 
London :  Regent’s  Park,  16  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  at  least  four  broods  seen; 
45  in  March. 

B  Tilehouse  GP,  one  pair  bred.  Old  Slade  NR,  107  on  Dec  10th. 

K  Sundridge,  145  on  Feb  15th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  pair  bred.  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  highest  count  was  ten 
on  Jan  5th. 

0200  Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  a  male  on  Apr  20th  (MJE  et  al ). 

The  seventh  record  of  this  North  American  duck  for  the  London  Area.  The  bird 
was  found  by  a  lucky  observer  taking  a  break  from  a  shopping  trip!  Accepted  by 
the  BBRC. 

0202  Ferruginous  Duck  Aythya  nyroca 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  from  Nov  8th  to  10th  (GJW  et  al).  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  very 
elusive  male  from  Dec  23rd  to  29th  (RRD,AVM  et  al)  was  also  seen  at  Bury  Lake 
on  Dec  29th  (AVM  et  al).  See  photographs  opposite  page  33. 

Two  records  on  typical  dates  and  the  second  in  as  many  years  at  Amwell  GP. 

1981  Additional  Record 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  male  from  Feb  11th  to  Mar  2nd,  then  May  17th  to  20th  and  on 
Nov  9th;  also  at  Lonsdale  Road  Res  on  Jan  3rd  and  July  9th  (RBH  et  al). 

This  record  was  originally  published  in  LBR  46  but  then  rejected  as  a  hybrid  after 
further  consideration  ( LBR  47:27)  because  of  its  bill  markings.  Further 
correspondence  with  Mr  Eric  Gillham  has  revealed  that  the  bill  markings  were  in 
fact  within  the  tolerance  for  a  Ferruginous  Duck  so  it  is  duly  reinstated  as  an 
accepted  record.  However,  given  the  strange  set  of  dates,  the  origin  of  the  bird 
must  be  suspect. 
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0203  Tufted  Duck  Ay  thy  a  fuligula 

A  very  similar  breeding  picture  to  that  in  1991  with  the  small  additional  number  of 
broods  probably  accounted  for  by  a  similar  increase  in  the  number  of  sites 
reporting  them.  It  is  difficult  to  tell  whether  coverage  is  complete,  but  this  is 
probably  as  close  as  we  will  get.  Breeding  status  is  summarised  by  county  in  the 
following  table: 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1991  -Broods 

46 

117 

21 

29 

1 

7 

18 

239 

-  Sites 

8 

8 

12 

4 

1 

2 

9 

44 

1992  -Broods 

62 

119 

20 

25 

3 

9 

8 

246 

-  Sites 

15 

11 

9 

2 

2 

3 

7 

49 

Large  moulting  and  post  moulting  flocks  once  again  built  up  in  late  summer  and 
early  autumn  at  the  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs  and  at  Staines  Res.  There  were 
however,  no  four  figure  winter  flock  counts  this  year.  Peak  monthly  counts  from 
principal  localities  (where  more  than  500  were  reported  at  some  time  during  the 
year)  in  tabular  form,  the  remaining  highest  county  counts  and  notable  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

- 

- 

- 

296 

721 

- 

- 

- 

—  , 

Walthamstow  Res 

963 

722 

413 

743 

1212 

563 

327 

-107 

499 

Wm  Girling  Res 

— 

— 

— 

481 

566 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

200 

107 

80 

— 

300 

310 

364 

614 

353 

Staines  Res 

174 

99 

142 

1476 

— 

187 

157 

198 

397 

B 

Wraysbury  GP 

380 

110 

229 

- 

- 

180 

619 

619 

539 

E  Netherhall  GP,  305  on  Jan  12th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  358  on  Jan  12th. 

M  Shepperton  GP,  306  on  Dec  5th.  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens, 
55  on  Jan  17th,  70  on  Feb  3rd  and  c50  on  Sept  29th.  St  Katherine’s  Dock,  21  on 
Jan  20th  was  a  very  high  count  for  the  site.  St  James’s  Park,  154  in  February  and 
115  in  March. 

B  Tilehouse  GP,  228  on  Sept  17th. 

K  Thamesmead,  up  to  321  in  November. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  430  on  Aug  15th.  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  23  on  Feb  13th  was 
the  maximum  count. 


0204  Scaup  .  Aythya  marila 

After  last  year’s  huge  influx  the  situation  really  came  down  with  a  bump  in  1992 
with  possibly  as  few  as  12  birds  being  seen  in  the  Area;  the  worst  year  since  1984. 
All  records  are  given. 

E  Fairlop  Lake,  a  female  from  Nov  1991  stayed  until  Mar  8th  and  presumably  the 
same  returning  female  from  Oct  25th  into  1993  (AAB  et  al).  King  George  V  Res,  a 
female  on  Aug  19th  (PJV).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  female  from  Jan  1st  to  4th 
(MKD,SRP)  and  a  female/immature  on  Sept  19th  (SRP).  Walthamstow  Res,  a 
female/immature  from  Jan  18th  to  26th  (DL,PL).  Wm  Girling  Res,  two  on  Jan  10th 
with  one  remaining  on  1 1th  (PJV  et  al). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  an  immature  male  on  Jan  25th  (CL).  Staines  Res,  an  adult  female 
from  Sept  19th  to  Nov  22nd  (PN  et  al)  with  probably  the  same  female  again  on 
Dec  10th  (CL). 
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S  Beddington  SF,  a  female  from  Jan  27th  to  Mar  11th  (AMP).  Lonsdale  Road  Res 
and  Bam  Elms  Res,  an  adult  male  from  1991  was  last  seen  on  May  8th  (mo).  River 
Thames  at  Teddington,  a  female  on  Feb  16th  (NMj,SMs). 

0206  Eider  Somateria  mollissima 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  a  pair  flew  E  on  Jan  21st  (SCr,DL). 

Another  excellent  record  for  this  ever  improving  site  in  urban  east  London.  The 
30th  record  for  the  London  Area  and  the  first  since  1989. 

0212  Long-tailed  Duck  Clangula  hyemalis 

E  Fishers  Green,  an  immature  from  Oct  24th  to  3 1  st  (mo)  also  seen  in  Herts. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  one  from  Oct  22nd  to  the  year  end  (mo)  also  seen  in  Essex. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  the  female  present  since  Oct  26th  1991  was  last  seen  on  May  2nd 
(mo).  Staines  Res,  the  immature  male  present  since  Oct  26th  1991  was  last  seen  on 
Apr  15th  (mo)  and  was  also  seen  at  King  George  VI  Res  on  Jan  23rd  (CL)  and  Mar 
15th  (PN)  and  at  Wraysbury  Res  on  Jan  17th  (CL)  -  see  also  Bucks  below. 

B  Tilehouse  North  GP,  a  female  on  Mar  17th  was  the  long-staying  bird  from 
Broadwater  GP  (SJC).  Wraysbury  GP,  the  bird  from  Staines  Res  was  present  here 
from  Feb  13th  to  15th  (SS,DJW  et  al). 

S  Island  Bam  Res,  an  immature  male  from  Jan  1st  to  Feb  14th  (MDv,SJS)  was  also 
seen  at  Field  Common  GP  on  Feb  15th.  Walton  Res,  an  immature  male  from  Feb 
20th  to  24th  (MD\',SJS)  was  very  likely  the  bird  from  Island  Bam  Res,  an  adult 
male  from  Mar  3rd  to  31st  (MDv,CL,SJS)  and  one  from  Nov  15th  to  20th  at  least 
(MDv,DG«,SJS). 

A  minimum  of  six  records  involving  some  mobile  birds  included  two  long  stayers 
from  1991.  A  good  year. 

0213  Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra 

E  Barking,  a  female/immature  flew  up  the  Thames  on  Sept  6th  (MKD).  Fairlop  Lake, 
a  female  on  Apr  25th  (AAB).  Fishers  Green,  a  female/immature  from  Aug  30th  to 
Sept  19th  (GJW  et  al).  King  George  V  Res,  a  male  on  July  1st  and  2nd  (PJV),  a 
male  on  Sept  26th  (KM,PJV)  and  two  males  on  Oct  4th  (DL,PJV).  Paynes  Lane 
GP,  a  female/immature  from  Sept  12th  to  14th  and  another  from  Sept  24th  to  26th 
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(SCr  et  al).  Rainham  Marsh,  three  males  on  the  Thames  on  Feb  29th  (SRP). 
Walthamstow  Res,  a  female  on  Apr  20th  (JF,PL).  West  Thurrock,  a  pair  flew 
upriver  on  Oct  10th  (AAB).  Wm  Girling  Res,  five  (three  males)  on  Apr  20th 
(PJV),  a  female/immature  on  Aug  15th  (SCr),  eight  (one  male)  on  Sept  19th  (PJV) 
and  a  female/immature  on  Sept  25th  (GJW). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  from  July  25th  to  27th  (MI  et  al).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  four 
(three  males)  on  June  30th  (GSE)  and  a  female/immature  on  Sept  26th  (JFc). 

M  Staines  Res,  a  male  on  Mar  23rd  (CL),  three  (two  males)  on  May  5th 
(FRC,CL,DJMs),  four  (three  males)  on  July  9th  (CL,DJMs)  and  a  pair  on  Sept 
26th  (CL,PN). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  a  male  on  Mar  2nd  (DJW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  21  (six  males)  on  May  30th  (MRH  et  al ),  a  female  from  June  4th 
to  8th  (AT)  and  a  male  on  Sept  19th  (FJM  et  al).  River  Thames  at  Teddington, 
three  on  Aug  9th  (NMs,SMs).  Walton  Res,  a  male  on  Aug  17th  (CL)  and  one  on 
Sept  19th  (per  SJS). 

Another  very  good  year  with  about  28  records  of  74  birds.  As  usual,  records  were 
spread  thoughout  the  year  with  birds  reported  in  every  month  except  January, 
November  and  December. 

0218  Goldeneye  Bucephala  clangula 

Birds  seemed  to  be  less  widespread  than  usual  with  counts  of  15  or  more  coming 
from  a  total  of  only  ten  sites  compared  to  13  in  1991.  However  the  aggregate  peak 
counts  were  slightly  up  in  both  winter  periods.  As  usual,  Staines  Res  held  the 
largest  number  of  birds.  Peak  monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (where  more 
than  15  were  reported  at  sometime  during  the  year)  are  given  below  in  tabular 
form.  No  birds  summered  this  year  but  there  was  one  at  Amwell  GP  on  July  10th. 
There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

31 

52 

42 

50 

- 

30 

25 

Wm  Girling  Res 

14 

- 

- 

- 

22 

- 

30 

H 

Amwell  GP 

8 

16 

9 

7 

5 

5 

2 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

33 

31 

12 

1 

7 

3 

5 

King  George  VI  Res 

14 

44 

83 

- 

3 

7 

9 

Queen  Mary  Res 

41 

- 

4 

- 

7 

4 

- 

Staines  Res 

89 

73 

132 

92 

23 

65 

80 

Wraysbury  Res 

- 

,  - 

- 

- 

11 

43 

20 

B 

Wraysbury  GP 

23 

19 

20 

5 

2 

11 

7 

S 

Walton  Res 

12 

42 

35 

15 

7 

20 

8 

Totals 

265 

277 

337 

170 

87 

188 

186 

0220  Smew  Mergus  albellus 

With  no  hard  weather  to  speak  of  in  either  winter  period,  1992  was  a  predictably 
poor  year  for  this  species.  The  only  double  figure  flock  present  was  in  the 
Horton/Wray sbury  area  in  January  and  records  came  mainly  from  traditional  sites. 
As  always,  the  interchange  between  different  waters  makes  any  estimate  of 
numbers  impossible  to  make.  Unusually  there  were  several  November  records 
this  year  with  the  first  being  very  early  at  King  George  V  Res  on  8th.  All  records 
are  given  or  summarised  below  and  refer  to  redheads  unless  otherwise  indicated. 
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E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Dec  13th.  Fishers  Green,  up  to  two  in  January,  seven  in 
February  (two  males)  and  two  from  Dec  26th  to  31st.  King  George  V  Res,  two  on 
Nov  8th  and  one  on  Dec  30th.  Netherhall  GP,  up  to  three  (one  male)  in  January 
and  three  (one  male)  on  Dec  30th  and  31st.  Walthamstow  Res,  single  males  on  Jan 
16th  and  Dec  30th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  two  on  Dec  30th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  up  to  four  (one  male)  in  January  and  February,  one  in  November  and 
four  (two  males)  in  December.  Bowyer’s  GP,  one  on  Feb  23rd.  Bury  Lake,  one 
male  on  Dec  30th.  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  Feb  23rd.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  two  (one 
male)  on  Mar  7th. 

M  Bedfont  Lakes,  two  on  Feb  16th.  Broadwater  GP,  a  male  on  Jan  25th.  Charlton  GP, 
a  male  on  Jan  19th.  Shepperton  GP,  three  (one  male)  on  Jan  18th  and  a  male  on 
Dec  17th.  Staines  Res,  two  flew  over  on  Jan  1st,  a  male  on  Jan  19th  and  six  (three 
males)  on  Jan  26th,  a  male  on  Mar  31st,  one  on  Nov  14th  and  28th,  a  male  on  28th 
and  29th  and  a  pair  on  Dec  22nd.  Wraysbury  Res,  two  on  Dec  13th. 

B  Horton  GP,  up  to  17  (eight  males)  in  January,  eight  (four  males)  in  February,  three 
(two  males)  in  March,  one  male  on  Nov  28th  and  seven  (four  males)  in  December. 
Old  Slade  NR,  a  female  on  Nov  15th  and  22nd  and  Dec  13th.  Tilehouse  GP,  up  to 
four  (one  male)  in  January,  eight  (three  males)  in  February  and  one  male  in  March. 
Wraysbury  GP,  up  to  16  in  January,  5  (three  males)  in  February,  two  (one  male)  in 
March  and  nine  in  December. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Nov  17th. 


0221  Red-breasted  Merganser  Mergus  serrator 

The  second  consecutive  good  year  with  nine  records  involving  24  birds.  There  was 
a  very  obvious  influx  on  Nov  8th  and  9th  which  accounted  for  18  of  the  24  birds. 
All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Barking,  a  male  on  the  Thames  on  Feb  8th  (KB).  King  George  V  Res,  one  from 
Oct  29th  to  Nov  12th  (SCr  et  al),  five  on  Nov  8th  (SCr)  were  also  seen  at  Wm 
Girling  Res,  and  another  from  Dec  25th  to  year  end  (PAB,SC/\PJV  et  al).  Rainham 
Marsh,  a  male  on  the  River  Thames  on  Mar  20th  (MAH).  Wm  Girling  Res,  five  on 
Nov  8th  were  also  at  King  George  V  Res  and  one  on  Nov  12th  (AAB.SCr)  was 
probably  also  from  King  George  V. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Nov  22nd  (BR,GJW  et  al). 

M  Staines  Res,  seven  (two  males)  on  Nov  9th  (CL). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Jan  24th  (JPPW)  and  six  (one  male)  on  Nov  9th  (GJH/?  et  al). 


0223  Goosander  Mergus  merganser 

In  common  with  many  other  duck  species,  winter  numbers  were  lower  than  usual 
with  only  eight  sites  reporting  counts  of  more  than  15  compared  to  12  sites  in  1991 
for  example.  The  especially  low  numbers  at  Staines  Res  (maximum  of  only  six 
birds  during  the  year)  were  particularly  notable.  Peak  monthly  counts  from 
principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  15  were  reported  at  some  time  during 
the  year)  are  given  in  tabular  form  below  and  other  notable  records  are  given  in  the 
text.  The  very  late  birds  at  Amwell  GP  and  Hampstead  Heath  were  extremely 
unusual.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Connaught  Water 

25 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Nazeing  GP 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

King  George  V  Res 

43 

28 

30 

2 

- 

13 

20 

Wm  Girling  Res 

22 

34 

- 

3 

- 

9 

- 

M 

King  George  VI  Res 

18 

26 

30 

2 

1 

2 

16 

Wraysbury  Res 

35 

8 

4 

- 

- 

9 

16 

B 

Wraysbury  GP 

26 

2 

4 

5 

- 

15 

11 

S 

Walton  Res 

37 

42 

8 

- 

- 

8 

- 

E 

Sewardstone,  15 

on  Feb  23rd. 

H 

Amwell  GP,  an  immature  male  on  June  4th. 

M  Grovelands  Park,  Southgate,  12  on  Dec  21st.  Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  on  May 
17th.  Rammey  Marsh,  up  to  12  in  November/December. 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  four  on  Feb  12th  was  the  maximum  count  for  the  sector. 

1991  Additional  Record 

E  Wm  Girling  Res,  maximum  in  February  was  61. 

0225  Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis 

A  good  total  of  eleven  broods  was  recorded,  almost  certainly  the  best  ever.  Ruddy 
Ducks  can  be  incredibly  inconspicuous  during  the  breeding  season  so  some  of  the 
other  summer  records  may  have  involved  breeding  birds.  The  well  publicised 
increase  of  this  feral  species  is  certainly  being  reflected  in  the  London  Area  both  in 
wintering  and  breeding  numbers.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak 
monthly  counts  from  the  principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  15  were 
reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form  and  Inner  London  records 
are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

H 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

133 

140 

108 

69 

10 

41 

68 

71 

115 

Stocker’s  Lake 

- 

4 

3 

9 

— 

— 

— 

2 

19 

M 

Brent  Res 

- 

3 

8 

30 

10 

13 

27 

24 

4 

Broadwater  GP 

53 

46 

43 

22 

1 

5 

21 

71 

27 

Staines  Res 

71 

85 

69 

36 

2 

— 

6 

75 

138 

S 

Walton  Res 

59 

5 

- 

- 

2 

1 

21 

E 

Hainault  Forest, 

a  displaying  pair  on 

Apr  18th; 

birds 

were 

seen  at 

various 

oilier 

sites  nearby  and  it  appears  that  they  were  looking  for  a  suitable  breeding  locality 
but  never  managed  to  settle. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  up  to  five  in  June.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  pair  bred  and  hatched 
four  young,  all  of  which  were  lost.  Verulamium  Lake,  one  pair  bred  and  hatched 
four  young. 

M  Bedfont  Lakes,  three  males  and  a  nest  with  nine  eggs  on  June  27th.  Brent  Res, 
eight  broods  seen  including  a  juvenile  only  two  or  three  weeks  old  on  Nov  28th. 
The  Causeway  NR,  North  Feltham,  seven  on  June  11th.  Shepperton  GP,  a  pair 
with  five  juveniles  on  July  8th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  up  to  four  wild  birds 
during  the  year  (ARD). 

B  Tilehouse  GP,  up  to  four  in  June. 

S  Richmond  Park,  a  pair  present  from  May  15th  to  25th  were  seen  displaying  on 
May  25th  but  no  further  sightings  until  a  male  on  July  7th. 

1991  Additional  Record 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  maximum  count  in  February  was  42. 
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0239  Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  flew  over  low  on  Mar  22nd  then  climbed  up  and  headed  off 
NNE  (TWB,VH)  and  was  seen  over  Romford  shortly  afterwards  (KB). 

M  Ashford,  one  flew  over  on  Apr  7th  (JWr). 

These  two  records  are  encouraging  following  a  blank  year  in  1991;  prior  to  this 
there  was  only  one  in  1990,  none  in  1989,  but  ten  in  1988.  Despite  the  extensive 
release  of  wing-tagged  birds  in  South  East  England  the  typical  dates  of  these  two 
birds  favour  a  wild,  rather  than  captive,  origin. 

0260  Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus 

E  Dagnam  Park,  a  female/immature  flew  W  on  May  5th  (CRJ). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  female/immature  flew  SW  at  11.05  hrs  on  Sept  26th  (BR.GJW). 
Monken  Hadley  Common,  a  female/immature  flew  W  on  Sept  26th  (NGG)  was 
likely  the  same  bird  as  at  Amwell  GP. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  female/immature  on  Aug  19th  (SJG). 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  female  flew  S  at  1 1.35  hrs  on  Sept  15th  (IRB). 

Following  last  year's  bumper  crop  of  1 1  records  this  year’s  total  of  four  represents 
a  return  to  more  normal  levels.  However  the  usual  spring  dominance  was  lost  this 
year  with  three  out  of  four  records  falling  in  the  autumn  period.  The  London  total 
stands  at  about  95. 

0261  Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus 

E/H  Fishers  Green/Cheshunt  GP,  a  female/immature  flew  NW  on  Apr  17th  (IK). 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  female/immature  flew  SE  on  Oct  7th  (AMP). 

Another  disappointing  year  with  only  two  sightings  and  none  at  all  at  the  species' 
former  strongholds  on  the  Lower  Thames  marshes. 

0263  Montagu’s  Harrier  Circus  pygargus 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  female/immature  flew  W  on  June  1 1th  (BEW). 

The  16th  London  record  and  the  first  since  1990;  1 1  of  these  have  been  in  spring. 
All  recent  records  have  come  from  the  east  side  of  London  with  Rainham  and 
Dartford  Marshes  claiming  two  each. 

0267  Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  on  Aug  1st  (BR  et  al). 

The  12th  London  record,  five  of  which  have  been  in  the  last  nine  years.  There  was 
some  suggestion  that  two  birds  may  have  been  present  from  July  28th  but  this  has 
yet  to  be  substantiated. 

0269  Sparrow  haw  k  Accipiter  nisus 

Breeding  status  is  shown  in  the  table  below,  with  all  other  records  summarised 
under  the  county  headings  and  Inner  London  records  given  in  full. 
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Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Pairs  probably 
breeding 

Other  pairs 
present 

Totals 

Essex 

14 

20 

6 

40 

Herts 

6 

2 

5 

13 

Middx 

13 

4 

4 

21 

Bucks 

- 

- 

6 

6 

Kent 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Surrey 

7 

- 

5 

12 

40 

26 

29 

95 

The  number  of  pairs  proved  breeding  fell  from  74  last  year  to  40  this  year.  Despite 
this,  the  overall  trend  remains  upwards.  The  numbers  of  pairs  reported  breeding  in 
Surrey  fell  from  43  to  just  seven;  assuming  that  these  pairs  are  still  present  the  true 
total  of  pairs  breeding  in  London  is  probably  closer  to  80-90  pairs.  Encouragingly, 
the  number  of  pairs  in  Essex  continues  to  increase  and  there  were  an  extraordinary 
number  of  Inner  London  records. 

E  An  excellent  total  of  14  pairs  bred,  with  reports  from  an  above  average  36  sites. 

H  Six  pairs  bred,  a  disappointing  decline  on  the  16  pairs  in  1990.  Reported  from  a 
good  total  of  57  sites. 

M  A  total  of  12  pairs  raised  at  least  21  young.  Reported  from  approximately  70  sites. 
Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair,  which  almost  certainly  bred,  was  present 
throughout  the  year;  four  flew  SE  on  Apr  7th,  three  on  May  13th.  Aldgate,  EC3, 
singles  on  many  dates  between  September  and  November.  Bermondsey,  one  on 
Sept  1st.  Charing  Cross,  one  on  Nov  17th.  Covent  Garden,  WC2,  one  on  Nov  29th. 
Fetter  Lane,  EC4,  three  flew  SW  on  Mar  19th.  Holland  Park,  three  on  Apr  20th. 
Near  Moorgate  Station,  one  on  Nov  4th.  Primrose  Hill,  singles  on  many  dates 
between  January  and  April.  St  James’s  Park,  one  on  Apr  6th  and  Sept  21st.  The 
Strand,  WC2,  one  on  Nov  26th.  Whitehall,  one  on  Sept  1st. 

B  Reported  from  seven  sites  during  the  year,  six  of  which  were  during  the  breeding 
season. 

K  No  pairs  were  proved  to  have  bred  this  year,  although  breeding  was  suspected  at 
three  localities;  reported  from  a  total  of  30  sites  in  the  year.  Inner  London :  New 
Cross  railway  cutting,  one  on  Apr  1 1th. 

S  Seven  pairs  were  proved  to  have  bred  (compared  with  31  in  1990  and  43  in  1991) 
and  reported  from  25  sites.  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  one  on  Nov  28th. 
Camberwell,  SE5,  one  on  Nov  25th.  Lambeth,  SE1,  singles  on  June  23rd  and  26th. 
River  Thames  at  Bankside,  one  on  Feb  13th. 


0287  Buzzard  Buteo  buteo 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Feb  16th  (MOJ). 

H  Aldenham  School,  one  on  May  21st  (GBr).  Amwell  GP,  one  flew  E  at  17.30  hrs  on 
Apr  16th  (GJW).  Arkley,  one  flew  N  on  Jan  1st  (ACy).  Hadley  Wood,  one  present 
for  several  weeks  in  July  was  very  tame  and  most  probably  of  captive  origin  (CH). 
Hertford  Heath,  one  on  Mar  22nd  (GJW). 

M  Bell  Wharf,  Harefield,  one  flew  N  on  June  25th  (IGJ).  Harrow  School,  singles  on 
Feb  5th  and  Apr  28th  (MT«).  Holders  Hill,  Hendon,  one  flew  N  on  May  13th 
(JG«). 

S  Cobham,  one  on  May  6th  (per  Surrey  Bird  Club) 
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Eleven  records  is  above  average  and  follows  on  from  the  record  year  in  1991  with 
16  records. 

Buzzard  sp 

H  Panshanger  Park,  one  on  June  21st  (GCG). 

M  West  Ruislip,  one  flew  over  very  high  on  May  25th  (RDNHS). 

0301  Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Apr  13th  arrived  from  the  E  at  17.05  hrs,  and  then  left  to  the 
W  at  17.25  hrs  (SCr)  -  also  seen  in  Herts.  Nazeing,  one  on  Apr  17th  (ACy)  was 
also  seen  at  Waltham  Abbey  (IK). 

H  The  bird  at  Fishers  Green  (Essex)  was  also  seen  at  Cheshunt.  St  Albans,  one  on 
Sept  3rd  (PDe). 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  one  one  Sept  27th  drifted  high  to  the  S  (SCr).  Stanmore,  one  flew 
N  on  Apr  9th  (PP). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  over  at  10.00  hrs  on  Sept  26th  (GDJM).  Cobham,  one  on  Apr 
2nd  (EFJG). 

A  good  total  of  seven  birds  equalling  the  best  ever  years  of  1976,  1982  and  1985. 
Four  of  the  seven  records  were  in  the  spring. 

0303  Lesser  Kestrel  Falco  naumanni 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  on  May  31st  (MAH). 

A  truly  excellent  record  of  this  very  rare  visitor  to  Britain,  the  second  for  the 
London  Area  after  one  at  Rainham  Marsh  from  July  31st  to  Aug  3rd  1974.  The 
bird  was  seen  inconclusively  on  two  brief  occasions  before  finally  showing  very 
well  for  about  four  minutes  in  the  late  morning.  Unfortunately  it  did  not  linger  and 
was  watched  to  depart  to  the  east  over  Highgate  and  was  not  seen  again  despite 
much  searching. 

This  record  remains  subject  to  acceptance  by  the  BBRC  who  are  reviewing  the 
identification  and  acceptance  criteria  for  the  species  which  may  result  in  a  review 
of  historical  records.  This  has  caused  a  delay  in  the  consideration  process  for  the 
1992  London  record. 

0304  Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus 

All  reports  of  breeding  or  summering  are  summarised  in  the  table  below. 


Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Pairs  probably 
breeding 

Other  pairs 
present 

Totals 

Essex 

21 

7 

3 

31 

Herts 

4 

1 

— 

5 

Middx 

22 

— 

1 

23 

IL 

10 

2 

3 

15 

Bucks 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Kent 

2 

- 

4 

6 

Surrey 

12 

- 

8 

20 

71 

10 

19 

100 

A  good  breeding  season  with  totals  well  up  on  the  poor  levels  of  last  year,  but  still 
down  on  the  record  years  of  1989  and  1990  with  87  and  75  pairs  breeding. 
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respectively.  The  fluctuating  figures  are  most  probably  due  to  variation  in 
recording  patterns  rather  than  any  true  reflection  of  a  change  in  status. 

M/S  Inner  London :  Pairs  bred  at  the  following  sites  -  Bermondsey,  SE1;  Broadgate, 
EC3;  Farringdon,  EC4;  Hammersmith  Road,  W14;  Liverpool  Street  Station,  EC3; 
London  Bridge,  SE1;  Regent’s  Park  (3)  and  Whitehall,  SW1.  Pairs  probably  bred 
at  Admiralty  Arch,  SW1  and  Burgess  Park.  Additionally  pairs  were  present  during 
the  breeding  season  at  Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  County  Hall,  Jubilee  Gardens, 
Lambeth,  Waterloo  and  the  Westminster  area. 


0307  Red-footed  Falcon  F ale o  vespertinus 

E  Banbury  Res,  Walthamstow,  a  first-summer  female  on  June  2nd  (SF). 

The  seventh  London  record,  but  only  the  fourth  in  the  last  21  years.  Considering 
the  huge  spring  influx  into  this  country  of  this  insectivorous  falcon  more  records 
could  have  reasonably  been  expected.  Accepted  by  the  BBRC. 


0309  Merlin  Falco  columbarius 

All  females  or  immatures  unless  stated. 

E  Aveley  Landfill,  a  male  on  Jan  20th  (GRE).  Barking  Marsh,  an  immature  male  on 
Feb  8th  (KB).  Berwick  Ponds,  one  on  Jan  20th  (LH).  Hornchurch  CP,  one  on  Jan 
31st  (LH).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Feb  29th  (MKD),  Mar  7th  -  a  male  -  (DL), 
Mar  20th  (MAH)  and  Nov  12th  (PAB).  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Jan  1st  (IK)  and 
same  at  Wm  Girling  Res  on  Jan  1st  and  14th  (ACy,PJV). 

M  Heathrow  Airport,  one  on  Mar  4th  (JAS).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  a  male  on 
Apr  4th  (ARD). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Feb  9th  (CW«,RW«). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  Oct  16th  (GDJM,AMP). 

After  the  record  total  of  18  records  last  year,  1992  proved  to  be  a  good  but  not 
exceptional  year  with  ten  records,  close  to  the  average  levels  of  the  1980s.  Of  the 
birds  in  the  Essex  sector  those  seen  at  Hornchurch  and  Berwick  Ponds  most 
probably  involved  the  immature  or  female  seen  at  Rainham  in  February  and 
March.  The  sighting  in  Regent’s  Park  was  only  the  fourth  Inner  London  record. 


0310  Hobby 


Falco  subbuteo 


Breeding  status  is  shown  in  the  table  below,  with  all  other  records  summarised 
under  the  county  headings.  * 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 


Pairs  proved 

Pairs  probably 

Other  pairs 

breeding 

breeding 

present 

Totals 

5 

1 

5 

11 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

- 

2 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

6 

- 

1 

2 

14 

2 

7 

23 

Another  good  year  for  breeding  birds  with  14  pairs  raising  at  least  17  young 
(compared  with  14  and  22,  respectively,  last  year  and  9  and  15  in  1990).  The 
fortunes  of  this  marvellous  falcon  have  improved  consistently  in  the  last  eight 
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years.  Single  pairs  bred  in  1977  and  1983,  then  six  pairs  in  1985,  with  peaks  of 
seven  in  1988,  nine  in  1990  and  11  in  1991.  Disappointingly,  only  two  pairs  bred 
in  the  Herts  sector  (4  in  1991)  and  only  one  in  Middx  (3  in  1991),  whilst  totals  rose 
to  six  in  Surrey  (3  in  1991)  and  to  five  in  Essex  (4  in  1991).  The  first  record  of  the 
year  was  at  Garston  on  Apr  14th  and  the  last  at  Regent’s  Park  on  Oct  4th. 

E  Five  pairs  bred  raising  at  least  seven  young  -  a  slight  improvement  on  the  four  last 
year;  reported  from  about  18  sites  during  the  year. 

H  Only  two  pairs  bred  raising  at  least  five  young  (four  pairs  in  1991);  reported  from 
about  28  sites  during  the  year. 

M  One  pair  bred  raising  three  young  (three  pairs  in  1991);  reported  from  about  33 
sites  during  the  year. 

B  Reported  from  four  sites  during  the  year,  but  only  once  during  the  breeding  season. 

K  No  pairs  bred  this  year  and  only  reported  from  five  sites  during  the  year. 

S  Six  pairs  bred,  one  pair  of  which  raised  two  young,  which  is  a  huge  improvement 
on  any  previous  year;  reported  from  24  sites  in  the  year. 

0320  Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus 

E  Nazeing  GP,  an  immature  male  from  Jan  18th  to  Mar  9th  regularly  roosted  on  a 
pylon  and  may  well  have  been  the  individual  first  seen  in  the  Lea  Valley  in 
November  1991  (TG.RPs  et  al).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  female  or  immature  on  Mar 
14th  flew  off  NW  (SRP). 

H  Broxboume  GP,  a  juvenile  on  Oct  10th  was  watched  unsuccessfully  attacking  a 
flock  of  Teal  (BR). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan  10th  (SJG). 

Four  records  is  close  to  the  average  of  recent  years;  as  in  1991  all  were  on  the  east 
side  of  London. 


0358  Red-legged  Partridge  Alectoris  rufa 

The  number  of  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  in  each  county  is  shown  in  the 
table  below. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

15+  7  2  -  -  24 

A  small  fall  was  noted  this  year  with  overall  totals  slipping  from  30  in  1991; 
continued  declines  were  noted  in  Kent  and  Surrey,  particularly,  where  no  birds 
were  reported  during  the  breeding  season.  Breeding  season  records  (number  of 
pairs  in  brackets)  and  highest  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park  (1).  Fishers  Green  (2).  Hainault/Havering  (4-5).  King  George  V  Res 
(1-2).  Netherhall  Farm  (1).  Ongar  Park  Wood  (1).  Rainham  Marsh  (1). 
Sewardstone  (3+);  61  on  Sept  18th. 

H  Amwell  GP  (1);  12  on  Feb  15th.  Chiswell  Green  and  Potters  Crouch  (3). 
Panshanger  Park,  26  on  Jan  19th.  Ragged  Hall  Lane  Woods  (1+).  Tyttenhanger  GP 
(2);  26  on  Feb  6th. 

M  Brimsdown  PS  (1).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (1);  eight  on  Sept  5th. 

K  There  were  no  records  received  for  this  sector. 

S  No  breeding  season  records;  maximum  six  at  Tadworth  on  Feb  29th. 
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0367  Grey  Partridge  Perdix  perdix 

The  number  of  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  in  each  county  is  shown  in  the 
table  below. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

20  4  4  -  1  -  29 

Overall  totals  were  slightly  down  from  last  year  and  continued  declines  were  noted 
in  Surrey  (2  in  1991)  and  Kent  (3  in  1991).  Breeding  season  records  (number  of 
pairs  in  brackets)  and  highest  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Barking,  16  on  Oct  16th  and  21  on  Nov  12th.  Berwick  Ponds  (5-6).  Corbets  Tey 
(2-3).  Dagenham  Chase  (1),  ten  on  Aug  29th  and  Oct  17th.  Fairlop  (1). 
Hornchurch  CP  (1).  North  Weald  (2)  -  down  from  four  in  1991.  Rainham  Marsh 
(8-10);  18  on  Jan  25th,  16  on  Feb  17th,  16  on  Oct  29th,  22  on  Nov  14th  and  17  on 
Dec  12th.  Waltham  Abbey,  12  in  January  and  February. 

H  Colney  Heath  (1).  Holwell  Court  Farm,  Essendon  (1).  Roe  Hyde  (1).  Tyttenhanger 
(1);  15  on  Sept  27th,  12  on  Nov  8th. 

M  Downe  Bams  Farm  (1).  Lake  Farm,  Hayes  (1).  Perry  Oaks  SF  (1).  Vicarage  Farm, 
Enfield  (1). 

K  Dartford  Marsh  (1);  nine  on  Oct  2nd. 

S  None  reported  during  the  breeding  season,  maximum  count  was  six  at 
Holmethorpe  SP  on  Oct  10th. 

0370  Quail  Coturnix  coturnix 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Feb  1st  (BEW)  was  reportedly  still  present  at  least  one 
week  after  this  date. 

S  South  Norwood  CP,  one  on  Apr  30th  (JBd,JB;). 

Both  of  these  records  are  slightly  clouded  by  the  likelihood  of  their  being  escapes, 
particularly  the  Kent  individual;  this  species  is  widely  kept  in  captivity. 

0394  Pheasant  Phasianus  colchicus 

The  number  of  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season  (totals  in  brackets)  and  any 
records  suggestive  of  breeding  are  given  below,  together  with  details  of  highest 
counts.  This  is  surely  a  gross  under-representation  of  this  common  resident 
species. 

E  Dagnam  Park  (7  males  on  territory).  Rainham  Marsh  (8-10).  Sewardstone,  present 
throughout  the  year. 

H  Amwell  GP  (2  males  on  territory).  Bowyers  GP  (1).  Rye  House  Marsh  (1). 
Stocker’s  Lake  (2). 

M  Feltham  Marshalling  Yards  (1).  Harefield  (1).  Hampstead  Heath  (1-  2).  Hampton 
Court  Park  (1).  Mill  Hill  area  (at  least  5  males).  Staines  Moor  (1-2).  Yeading 
Brook  Meadows  (4+).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (1+). 

K  Bexley  (1+).  Dartford  Marsh  (50+  birds). 

S  Beddington  SF  (2).  South  Norwood  CP  (1). 

0407  Water  Rail  Rallus  aquaticus 

Not  surprisingly  the  generally  mild  weather  at  each  end  of  the  year  accounted  for 
much  lower  totals  this  year;  the  February  figure  of  26  compares  with  66  in  1991. 
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Despite  this  the  numbers  of  birds  present  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  above  average. 
The  table  below  details  the  number  of  birds  present  each  month  during  the  first  and 


last  four  months  of  the 

year. 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Essex 

10 

9 

6 

- 

- 

1 

12 

13 

Herts 

11 

9 

9 

1 

5 

7 

7 

24 

Middx 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Bucks 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Kent 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

4 

Surrey 

2 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

4 

4 

32 

26 

22 

4 

6 

11 

27 
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A  good  year  for  breeding  birds  with  two  pairs  successfully  raising  young  and 
perhaps  two  or  more  additional  pairs  breeding.  Details  of  breeding  season  records 
and  peak  counts  at  each  site  during  the  year  (in  brackets)  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (5+);  two  or  three  pairs  probably  bred.  Dagenham  Chase  (3),  a  pair 
present  in  April  probably  did  not  stay  to  breed.  Hainault  Forest  Lake  (1).  Nazeing 
GP  (1).  Sewardstone  (2).  Rainham  Marsh  (2+).  Waltham  Abbey  (1).  Walthamstow 
Res  (3). 

H  Amwell  GP  (5).  Bowyers  GP  (2).  Cassiobury  Park  (2).  Cheshunt  GP  (12);  two 
pairs  bred  rearing  at  least  two  young.  Croxley  Moor  (1).  Maple  Lodge  (1).  Chess 
Valley,  Rickmansworth  (2).  Rye  House  Marsh  (1).  Rye  Meads  (2).  Stocker's  Lake 

(3). 

M  Brent  Res  (3).  Broadwater  GP  (2).  Hampstead  Heath  (1). 

B  Wraysbury  GP  (1). 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows  (1).  Ruxley  GP  (2).  Sevenoaks  Reserve  (2). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res  (2).  Beddington  SF  (1).  Field  Common  (1).  Moorhouse,  nr. 
Westerham  (1).  South  Norwood  CP  (1). 

0421  Corncrake  Crex  crex 

M  Feltham,  one  on  May  15th  was  caught  alive  by  a  cat,  sustained  a  damaged  wing 
and  was  taken  into  care  {per  RW)  -  see  photograph  opposite  page  64. 
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Only  the  seventh  record,  and  the  first  in  spring,  in  the  last  24  years  and  the  first 
since  1985.  A  species  unlikely  to  become  any  more  regular  in  view  of  the 
drastically  declining  population  in  Britain  and  Ireland. 

0424  Moorhen  Gallinula  chloropus 

Details  of  high  counts,  large  breeding  concentrations  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  70+  on  Feb  25th,  Mar  1st,  90  on  Nov  22nd,  110  on  Dec  20th. 
Dagnam  Park,  five  pairs  bred.  Hainault  Forest,  five  or  six  broods;  up  to  35  from 
January  to  March  and  September  to  December.  Rainham  Marsh,  at  least  ten  pairs 
bred.  Walthamstow  Res,  48  on  Nov  15th  and  57  on  Dec  10th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  13  pairs  nested;  43  on  Aug  30th.  Cheshunt  GP,  24  pairs  nested.  Maple 
Lodge,  up  to  32  in  January  and  March.  Rye  Meads,  52  on  Jan  12th.  Verulamium 
Lake,  31  on  Oct  12th. 

M  The  only  notable  record  submitted  was  at  Brent  Res,  23  in  January.  Inner  London : 
Barbican,  EC2,  up  to  six  in  January.  St  James’s  Park,  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  18+ 
pairs  bred.  Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  NW 1 ,  one  pair  bred. 

B  Thomey  Weir,  36  on  Dec  10th.  Wraysbury  GP,  39  on  Jan  19th  and  29  on  Oct  18th. 
K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  28  on  Dec  25th.  Dartford  Marsh,  36  on  Jan  22nd  and  25  on 
Feb  15th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  26  on  Oct  31st. 

S  Carshalton  Ponds,  five  broods.  River  Wandle,  37  territories  between  Butterhill  and 
Morden  Hall  Park. 

0429  Coot  Fulica  atra 

Details  of  large  breeding  concentrations,  peak  monthly  counts  outside  the  breeding 
season  from  principal  localities  (those  where  200  or  more  were  reported  at  some 
time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form,  as  well  as  a  record  of  a  partial  albino  are 
given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Corbets  Tey 

200 

100 

100 

50 

150 

100 

160 

Netherhall  GP 

550 

280 

150 

- 

248 

- 

Walthamstow  Res 

241 

212 

143 

219 

2  IS 

244 

230 

H 

Amwell  GP 

279 

209 

86 

320 

578 

339 

303 

Bowyers  GP 

- 

- 

- 

200 

- 

- 

- 

Cheshunt  GP 

- 

- 

- 

- 

474 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

- 

- 

- 

227 

- 

Rye  Meads 

172 

.  103 

81 

227 

152 

169 

146 

Troy  Mill  GP 

- 

450 

- 

- 

332 

447 

M 

Brent  Res 

- 

- 

- 

240 

2  SO 

- 

280 

Stain  Hill  Res 

— 

- 

- 

270 

233 

183 

222 

Stoke  Newington  Res 

- 

- 

127 

136 

246 

246 

St  James’s  Park 

— 

177 

- 

- 

155 

- 

B 

Old  Slade  NR 

— 

109 

174 

266 

102 

167 

137 

Wraysbury  GP 

302 

250 

250 

-  3 

43 

465 

400 

K 

Littlebrook  GP 

221 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

149 

114 

- 

175 

264 

286 

235 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

203 

105 

- 

Beddington  SF 

191 

201 

1 87 

245 

204 

200 

20  S 

Richmond  Park 

210 

- 

- 

- 

141 

150 

- 

Thorpe  Park 

- 

- 

- 

- 

450 

876 

843 

Walton  Res 

— 

— 

— 

— 

188 

239 

— 
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E  Walthamstow  Res,  18  broods.  Buckhurst  Hill  GP,  one  partial  albino  on  Feb  25th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  32  pairs  nested.  Cheshunt  GP,  103  pairs  nested  (a  record  count  for 
this  site).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  20+  pairs  nested. 

M  Inner  London :  Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  two  pairs  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  at  least 
20  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  25  occupied  nests  in  May;  177  in  February  and  155 
in  November. 

S  River  Wandle  between  Butter  Hill,  Carshalton  and  Morden  Hill  Park,  26 
territories.  Waddon  Ponds,  16  pairs  bred.  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  one  pair 
nested  but  deserted. 


0450  Ovstercatcher  Haematopus  ostralegus 

The  usual  two  sites  along  the  Thames  again  held  breeding  pairs,  probably  nesting 
at  Rainham  Marsh  and  raising  two  young  at  West  Thurrock.  Breeding  was  also 
suspected  at  Thamesmead  where  a  pair  was  present  in  the  summer  and  seen 
mobbing  crows.  All  records  are  given,  except  for  some  localities  along  the 
Thames,  where  only  the  highest  counts  are  shown.  The  dates  refer  to  single  birds 
unless  otherwise  stated. 

E  Barking,  Feb  8th  and  Mar  15th.  Dagenham  Chase,  Sept  27th  (2).  Fishers  Green. 
Nov  17th  and  28th  -  the  latter  bird  stayed  into  December.  King  George  V  Res,  Dec 
10th.  Rainham  Marsh,  maximum  counts  on  May  31st  (5)  and  Sept  5th  (5). 
Waltham  Abbey,  Feb  3rd  and  Nov  23rd.  Walthamstow  Res,  May  13th  and  Dec 
12th.  West  Thurrock,  the  largest  numbers  were  on  May  16th  (10),  21st  (6),  June 
14th  (5),  26th  (6),  July  26th  (5),  Aug  2nd  (5)  and  Aug  8th  (15).  Wm  Girling  Res. 
July  15th  and  Sept  12th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  Feb  1st.  Rye  Meads,  July  8th  and  Nov  28th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  Apr 
10th  and  23rd,  both  flying  S. 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Dec  13th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  Aug  2nd.  Staines  Res,  Mar  7th,  May 
24th  (3),  July  19th  and  Aug  5th. 

K  Chislehurst,  July  6th.  Crayford  Marsh,  Feb  29th,  Mar  1st  (3)  and  July  15th  (2). 

Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  three  on  ten  dates  between  Feb  1st  and  Sept  19th. 

S  Ashtead  Common,  Aug  8th.  Bam  Elms  Res,  May  4th  (3),  Aug  20th  (3),  Dec  22nd 
(7)  and  24th  (2).  Beddington  SF,  July  5th,  22nd,  Aug  24th  and  Sept  8th.  South 
Norwood  CP,  Aug  10th.  Walton  Res,  Feb  28th  and  July  29th. 

0456  Avocet  Recunirostra  avosetta 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  the  Thames  foreshore  on  Feb  29th  (SRP  et  al)  and  1 1  on 
May  14th  (SC/-).  Walthamstow  Res,  two  flew  N  on  May  24th  (PL). 

M  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens,  two  circled  the  Round  Pond  at  06.10  hrs  on 
May  24th  (ARG). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  two  on  Feb  29th  (AJM),  also  seen  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
Thames  (see  Essex  above). 

Quite  a  good  year,  even  allowing  for  the  fact  that  some  birds  were  clearly  seen  at 
more  than  one  site.  Whilst  Kensington  Gardens  might  not  seem  to  be  the  best  place 
to  see  Avocets,  there  is  in  fact  a  previous  record  from  here  in  March  1970. 
Rainham  Marsh  had  its  largest  flock  since  1979  when  there  were  15  on  Aug  19th. 
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0459  Stone-curlew  Burhinus  oedicnemus 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  flew  low  to  the  N  on  Apr  8th  (SB«,PSr,MS«). 

S  Dulwich,  one  at  the  Pyner’s  Close  playing  fields  on  Apr  21st  (PBZ?)  was  watched 
for  a  short  time  on  the  ground  at  08.30  hrs  before  it  flew  off  to  the  north. 

Still  a  great  rarity  in  the  London  Area  in  recent  times,  the  last  three  records  have 
all  been  in  April  which  would  seem  to  be  the  best  month  to  chance  upon  a  lone 
migrant. 

0469  Little  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  dubius 

Records  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Sites 

Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Other  pairs 
present 

Total 

pairs 

Essex 

9 

10-11 

6 

16-17 

Herts 

9 

11-12 

7 

18-19 

Middx 

5 

5 

2 

7 

Bucks 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Kent 

0 

- 

- 

- 

Surrey 

5 

5 

1 

6 

Totals 

29 

31-33 

17 

48-50 

Remarkably,  the  total  number  of  pairs  reported  in  the  summer  months  was  exactly 
the  same  as  in  1991.  With  transient  pairs  quick  to  take  advantage  of  new  man¬ 
made  excavations  (even  building  sites)  many  pairs  are  probably  not  being  reported. 
Only  an  extensive  search  would  give  an  accurate  picture.  There  were  three  early 
arrivals  this  year,  with  single  birds  at  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP  on  Mar  7th  and  at 
Holmethorpe  SP  and  Walton  Res  on  Mar  8th,  but  there  were  few  other  sightings 
before  the  beginning  of  April.  The  highest  count  in  April  was  ten  at  a  Herts 
breeding  site.  At  the  end  of  the  summer,  the  largest  gatherings  reported  included 
15  at  Perry  Oaks  SF  on  July  9th,  17  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  July  11th,  and  the 
highest  count  of  the  year,  21  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Aug  2nd.  As  usual  most  birds 
had  departed  before  the  end  of  August,  with  a  few  September  records,  the  last 
being  one  at  Perry  Oaks  SF  on  Sept  27th. 

0470  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiaticula 

A  low  total  of  15-17  pairs  was  reported  in  the  breeding  season,  with  only  one  or 
two  pairs  at  sites  along  the  Lower  Thames.  Good  numbers  were  counted  along  the 
Thames  in  autumn  and  winter,  with  the  main  roost  at  West  Thurrock  as  usual 
holding  far  more  birds  than  any  other  site.  First  birds  returning  to  inland  breeding 
sites  were  noted  in  February;  passage  in  both  migration  seasons  was  rather  thin, 
although  the  drained  Walton  Res  attracted  good  numbers  in  late  May  and  early 
June  at  a  time  normally  associated  with  the  main  movement  of  Arctic  breeding 
birds.  In  the  following  summary,  the  highest  counts  are  given,  together  with  details 
of  all  breeding  pairs  in  each  county. 

E  At  inland  sites  birds  summered  at  Belhus  Woods  CP  and  Hall  Marsh.  Two  pairs 
were  present  at  Fishers  Green  where  one  brood  was  seen  on  June  13th.  Along  the 
Thames,  one  or  two  pairs  bred  at  Rainham  Marsh.  The  following  table  gives 
monthly  maxima  at  the  two  main  sites  along  the  north  bank  of  the  Thames. 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham  Marsh 

25 

20 

15 

— 

- 

- 

10 

150 

200 

100 

25 

140 

West  Thurrock 

400 

220 

— 

9 

10 

4 

— 

160 

350 

300 

10 

300 

A  co-ordinated  count  along  the  whole  of  the  Lower  Thames  in  February  revealed  a 
total  of  362  at  low  tide.  There  were  50  at  Grays  on  Feb  5th. 

H  At  Amwell  GP,  three  pairs  summered,  two  of  which  nested,  but  no  young  were 
seen,  whilst  at  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  one  or  two  pairs  were  present  in  the 
summer,  one  of  which  nested  but  was  unsuccessful.  Thrifts  Pit  (a  newly  excavated 
working)  held  one  nesting  pair  and  a  pair  bred  at  Tyttenhanger  GP.  Peak  counts 
were  eight  at  Amwell  and  Tyttenhanger  GPs. 

M  A  pair  bred  successfully  at  Rammey  Marsh  and  a  downy  chick  was  seen  on  a 
gravelly  area  at  Stockley  Business  Park,  West  Drayton  on  May  13th.  Peak  counts 
at  Perry  Oaks  SF  were  13  on  May  31st  and  25  on  Aug  13th,  and  at  nearby  Staines 
Res  birds  were  regularly  present  between  Feb  21st  and  Sept  6th  with  a  maximum 
of  seven  on  May  23rd. 

B  Small  numbers  at  three  sites,  including  four  at  Old  Slade  NR  on  Apr  5th. 

K  Only  recorded  from  sites  adjacent  to  the  Lower  Thames,  with  maximum  monthly 
counts  for  the  main  sites  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Crayford  Marsh 

- 

58 

1 

-  - 

- 

13 

- 

- 

49 

- 

- 

Dartford  Marsh 

5 

10 

22 

7 

2 

1 

116 

93 

67 

35 

58 

Other  counts  included  18  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  on  Feb  1st  and  nine  at 
Thamesmead  on  the  same  date. 

S  A  pair  bred  at  Thorpe  near  the  M25/M3  motorway  junction.  At  Beddington  SF. 
present  on  many  dates  between  Feb  23rd  and  Oct  17th,  with  a  maximum  count  of 
ten  on  Sept  6th.  On  the  drained  Walton  Res,  feeding  conditions  were  very  good 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year;  monthly  maxima  for  this  site  are  detailed  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep 

Walton  Res 

Dotterel 

11 

8 

7 

39 

10  5  3  21 

Charadrius  morinellus 

M  Staines  Res,  three  summer  plumaged  birds  flew  NW  on  Apr  29th  (DJMs.PN). 

Only  the  sixth  record  in  the  London  Area  this  century  and  the  first  ever  in  spring, 
these  birds  fortunately  flew  close  enough  to  allow  their  distinctive  underpart 
pattern  to  be  seen.  All  but  one  of  the  London  Area  records  have  come  from  south¬ 
west  Middlesex  and  the  previous  two  records  were  both  at  Staines  Res. 

0485  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  apricaria 

With  little  in  the  way  of  severe  winter  weather  in  1992,  numbers  at  both  ends  of 
the  year  were  quite  high  at  the  main  localities  in  the  London  Area  in  the  Essex  and 
Herts  countryside.  Indeed  Fairlop,  which  regularly  holds  the  largest  flock,  had  a 
record  count  of  3,000  on  Boxing  Day.  In  the  following  summary,  counts  over  50  or 
winter  maxima  are  given  for  Essex  and  Herts  and  elsewhere  all  records  are  given. 
There  were  no  records  after  Apr  24th  or  before  Aug  8th. 

E  Corbets  Tey,  120+  on  Feb  16th  and  150  on  Dec  30th.  Fairlop,  960  on  Jan  27th  and 
3,000  on  Dec  26th.  Fishers  Green,  300  on  Apr  1st.  Hainault  Forest,  600  flew  E  on 
Dec  12th,  probably  part  of  the  Fairlop  flock.  Rainham,  by  A 13,  72  on  Dec  5th. 
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Rainham  Marsh,  70  flew  E  on  Mar  7th.  Romford,  by  A 12,  450  on  Jan  1st  and  100 
on  Oct  8th. 

H  Bell  Lane  Fields,  230  on  Nov  1st.  Coursers  Lane  Fields,  200  on  Nov  8th.  Great 
Amwell,  60  on  Dec  20th.  Harper  Lane  Fields,  London  Colney,  603  on  Feb  8th. 
Hatfield,  1,000+  on  Feb  29th.  London  Colney,  by  M25,  100  on  Mar  1st.  Salisbury 
Hall  Farm,  900  on  Feb  29th  and  500  on  Nov  29th.  Shenleybury,  150  on  Mar  8th. 
Stanborough,  1,060  on  Dec  28th.  Symondshyde,  360-370  on  Feb  15th. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  140  on  Feb  26th  and  450  on  Dec  31st. 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  seven  flew  N  on  Apr  5th.  Hanworth,  two  in  December.  Hayes, 
two  at  Lake  Farm  on  Mar  22nd.  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Oct  18th.  Staines  Res,  two 
flew  NE  on  Sept  19th. 

K  Darenth,  20  flew  W  on  Mar  19th.  Dartford  Marsh,  one  flew  up  the  Thames  on  Jan 
22nd. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  four  on  Dec  31st.  Beddington  SF,  ten  flew  N  on  Jan  1st  and 
singles  on  Feb  19th,  Mar  7th  and  Nov  9th.  Dulwich  Park,  one  flew  E  on  Aug  8th. 
Mercer’s  Farm,  up  to  14  in  January,  three  on  Feb  26th  and  a  maximum  of  13  in 
December.  Walton  Res,  six  on  Jan  2nd,  ten  on  Mar  4th  and  three  on  Mar  17th. 

0486  Grey  Plover  Pluvialis  squatarola 

On  the  Lower  Thames,  the  record  numbers  wintering  at  the  end  of  1991  increased 
still  further  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  peaking  at  35  at  West  Thurrock  on  Jan 
20th.  In  the  last  three  months  numbers  were  considerably  lower.  Records  from  the 
Thames  are  summarised  in  the  table  below,  giving  the  monthly  maxima  at  four 
sites. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


E  Rainham  Marsh  313  1  1  -  -  1  -  -  -  - 

West  Thurrock  35  23  -  -  4  1  -  -  -  6  4  12 

K  Crayford  Marsh  -1  1  ______ 

Dart  t  o rd  Marsh  11  -  -  -  -  -  ___  1  -  1 


Away  from  the  Thames,  a  couple  of  birds  were  in  the  Lea  Valley  on  Feb  2nd 
during  fog  and  there  were  two  records  at  Kempton  Park  Res,  but  the  vast  majority 
of  other  birds  were  seen  during  the  spring  passage  between  March  and  May, 
particularly  during  the  second  half  of  May.  In  contrast  autumn  passage  produced 
very  few  birds,  with  the  notable  exception  of  a  flock  of  30  flying  down  the  Lea 
Valley  on  Aug  30th,  the  same  day  as  a  large  Bar-tailed  Godwit  movement  there. 
All  records  are  given  for  sites  away  from  the  Lower  Thames. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  six  flew  S  on  May  23rd.  King  George  V  Res,  30  flew  S  on  Aug 
30th.  Nazeing/Netherhall  GP,  one  on  Mar  10th.  Rainham  GP,  one  with  Lapwings 
on  Jan  26th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Feb  2nd  and  on  Apr  12th  and  13th. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  on  Feb  13th  and  five  on  28th.  King  George  VI  Res,  one 
flew  S  on  Aug  30th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  Aug  1 1th.  Staines  Res,  one  on  May 
14th,  two  from  May  15th  to  17th  and  two  on  May  23rd. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  May  31st. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  May  14th.  Beddington  SF,  one  flew  SE  on  Feb  25th, 
singles  on  Mar  17th  and  from  Apr  20th  to  24th  and  three  on  May  23rd.  Ham 
Lands,  one  flew  E  on  May  23rd.  Walton  Res,  singles  on  Mar  13th,  25th  and  31st, 
May  18th  and  23rd  and  two  on  May  26th  and  27th. 

1990  Additional  Records 

M  Staines  Res,  four  on  May  4th  and  three  on  Sept  22nd. 
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0493  Lapwing  Vanellus  vanellus 

About  95  pairs  were  reported  as  breeding  or  displaying  during  the  spring  and 
summer,  rather  a  low  total,  of  which  only  13  pairs  were  noted  south  of  the  Thames. 
Highest  breeding  concentrations  were  at  Yeading  Brook  Meadows  (14  pairs), 
Rainham  Marsh  (12+)  and  Rammey  Marsh  (11).  All  breeding  season  records 
would  be  welcomed. 

A  lack  of  any  severe  winter  weather  meant  that  there  were  some  very  large  flocks 
recorded  both  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year,  especially  in  Essex  and  Herts. 
The  usual  mid-summer  immigration  of  continental  birds  was  widely  noted  over 
built-up  areas,  with  many  small  flocks  heading  between  North  and  West.  The 
highest  counts  for  each  sector  are  given  together  with  Inner  London  records  and 
details  of  a  leucistic  bird. 

E  Aveley,  1,000  on  Nov  7th.  Dagenham  Chase,  2,000  on  Dec  5th.  Dobbs  Weir, 
1,800  on  Jan  19th.  Fairlop,  2,500  on  Dec  26th.  Rainham.  by  A13,  1,000  on  Dec 
5th.  Rainham  Marsh,  1,500  on  Jan  1st.  Romford,  by  A 12,  2.500  on  Nov  22nd. 
West  Thurrock,  3,000  on  Jan  20th  and  2,500  on  Dec  20th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  500  on  Dec  13th.  Bell  Lane  Fields,  1,000  on  Nov  1st.  Coursers  Lane 
Fields,  1,000  on  Nov  15th.  Great  Amwell,  3,600  on  Dec  20th,  including  a  striking 
individual  with  silvery  buff  mantle,  scapulars  and  upper  back.  Hatfield.  1.300  on 
Feb  29th.  Salisbury  Hall  Farm,  2,000  on  Nov  29th.  Symondshyde,  1,100  on  Feb 
15th.  Woodoaks  Farm,  Maple  Cross,  1,200  on  Jan  5th  and  1,128  on  Dec  7th. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  540  on  Jan  5th.  North  Enfield,  300+  on  Nov  5th.  Shepperton, 
c300  on  Dec  13th.  Inner  London :  Primrose  Hill,  two  flew  NW  on  July  29th. 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  June  6th,  50  on  July  6th,  one  on  Oct  4th  and  in  December, 
two  on  16th.  one  on  22nd  and  29  on  30th;  all  birds  were  flying  over. 

B  Horton  GP,  c200  on  Dec  13th. 

K  Chevening,  600  on  Dec  19th.  Dartford  Marsh,  663  on  Dec  3rd.  Dunton  Green. 
600+  on  Nov  8th. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  3,000  on  Jan  1st  and  1,200  on  Dec  15th.  Walton  Res,  600  on  Oct 
12th. 

0496  Knot  Calidris  canutus 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  a  flock  of  22  on  Feb  2nd  (RMC  et  al ).  West  Thurrock,  two  on 
May  17th  (PJV),  two  on  Aug  21st  (MKD)  and  one  on  Sept  12th  (PJV). 

M  Staines  Res,  three  on  Aug  31st  (DJMs)  and  one  flew  W  on  Sept  2nd  (AVM). 

1991  Additional  Record 

E  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept  5th  and  12th  (CL). 

Another  poor  year,  enlivened  only  by  a  disorientated  flock  at  Walthamstow  Res 
which  appeared  after  thick  fog.  Only  two  higher  counts  have  been  recorded  in  the 
London  Area  and  both  of  these  were  from  the  Lower  Thames. 

0497  Sanderling  Calidris  alba 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  singles  on  Feb  2nd  (RMC)  and  May  6th  (PJL).  West  Thurrock, 
one  on  Aug  21st  (MKD)  and  two  on  Aug  31st  (SRP). 

M  Staines  Res,  in  May  there  were  seven  on  17th,  three  on  18th,  one  on  21st.  three  on 
23rd,  one  on  24th  and  four  on  27th  (mo);  two  were  present  on  June  16th  (DJM.O. 
with  further  singles  on  July  15th  (CL)  and  Oct  25th  (DJMf). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  two  on  May  24th  (CDRH)  and  two  on  Aug  15th  (DJMs). 
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S  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  on  May  12th  (BPA,RBH,CL)  and  one  on  June  1st  (NPS). 
Walton  Res,  one  on  May  8th  and  9th,  three  on  10th  and  14th,  one  on  22nd,  two  on 
28th  (MDv,SJS)  and  on  30th  (CJH,PN). 

The  only  winter  record,  at  Walthamstow  Res,  coincided  with  22  Knot.  Whilst 
Staines  Res  produced  its  usual  good  crop,  spring  passage  in  May  was  rather  less 
widespread  than  usual  and  there  were  only  five  birds  in  autumn. 

0501  Little  Stint  Calidris  minuta 

E  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Aug  21st,  Sept  26th  and  Oct  4th,  three  on  Oct  10th  and 
one  on  Oct  17th  (AAB,MKD,SRP,PJV). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  singles  on  July  30th,  Aug  17th,  Sept  8th  and  10th,  two  on  Sept  12th 
and  15th,  and  one  on  24th  (CL).  Staines  Res,  singles  May  2nd,  20th  and  June  16th 
(DJMs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Sept  29th  (BEW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  three  on  May  21st  (CP  et  al ),  singles  on  Sept  16th  (mo)  and  22nd 
(CL).  Beddington  SF,  three  on  Aug  1st  and  2nd,  three  on  Sept  4th  and  14th  and 
one  from  Sept  30th  to  Oct  3rd  (JPA,BBR).  Walton  Res,  two  on  May  28th  (IRB) 
and  two  on  Sept  10th  and  1 1th  (CL),  four  on  May  18th,  two  on  Sept  3rd  and  one 
on  Oct  26th  (JWM). 

1990  Correction 

M  Wraysbury  Res,  two  were  present  on  Oct  24th,  not  one  as  published. 

1991  Additional  Record 

E  West  Thurrock,  two  on  Sept  5th  and  one  on  12th  (CL). 

Only  small  numbers  reported  between  May  2nd  and  Oct  17th  from  seven  sites, 
with  no  counts  higher  than  three,  so  a  relatively  poor  year  for  this  species. 

0502  Temminck’s  Stint  Calidris  temminckii 

s. 

M  King  George  VI  and  Staines  Reservoirs,  one  on  May  6th  was  seen  at  both  sites  and 
one  at  the  latter  site  on  May  20th  (DJMs,PN). 
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S  Walton  Res,  singles  on  May  13th  (ML)  and  May  27th  and  28th  (MDv  et  al). 

The  basins  at  Walton  Res  were  drained  and  provided  good  feeding  conditions  for 
waders  in  the  spring,  so  the  appearance  of  this  tiny  migrant  on  two  occasions  was 
almost  to  be  expected.  The  same  could  not  be  said  of  the  west  Middlesex 
reservoirs  where  the  birds  fed  along  concrete  embankments. 

0507  Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  juvenile  on  Sept  23rd  (GDJM). 

The  only  Nearctic  wader  of  the  year,  but  on  a  very  typical  date  and  the  fifth  record 
for  Beddington  SF. 

0509  Curlew  Sandpiper  Calidris  ferruginea 

E  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept  19th  and  20th  (SRP,PJV). 

M  Staines  Res,  singles  on  July  31st  (DJMB)  and  flying  S  with  Dunlin  on  Aug  9th 
(FRC).  Stoke  Newington  Res,  two  on  Aug  1st  (MAH). 

S  Walton  Res,  three  on  May  22nd  and  23rd  and  one  on  May  26th  and  27th  {per 
Surrey  Bird  Club). 

A  few  adults  in  spring  and  in  early  autumn  but  the  passage  of  juvenile  birds,  often 
very  variable  from  year  to  year,  was  practically  non-existent  in  1992. 

0510  Purple  Sandpiper  Calidris  maritima 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan  1 1th  (MKD,SRP). 

This  was  the  bird  first  seen  on  Dec  7th  1991  but  only  on  a  very  few'  dates 
subsequently.  Interestingly,  only  a  couple  of  days  after  the  Rainham  sighting  a 
Purple  Sandpiper  took  up  residence  for  the  winter  just  outside  the  Area  at  East 
Tilbury.  The  odds  must  be  very  high  for  this  being  the  same  bird. 

0512  Dunlin  Calidris  alpina 

As  usual  by  far  the  largest  numbers  were  to  be  found  along  the  Lower  Thames 
during  the  winter  months  between  January  and  March  and  again  from  October  to 
December.  Monthly  maxima  for  various  sites  along  both  banks  are  given  in  the 
following  table. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun  Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Barking 

- 

420 

172 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

10 

380 

Grays 

- 

400 

Rainham  Marsh 

650 

1300 

400 

100 

100 

7 

40 

25 

100 

350 

2500 

West  Thurrock 

10000 

22000 

3500 

50 

50 

-  - 

50 

12 

8000 

15000 

6000 

K 

Crayford  Marsh 

550 

270 

850 

- 

- 

9 

- 

- 

40 

- 

- 

Crossness 

- 

1039 

Dartford  Marsh 

300 

290 

250 

61 

- 

10 

22 

7 

316 

500 

450 

Swanscombe 

10 

610 

1000 

350 

Thamesmead 

— 

910 

350 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

30 

30 

There  have  been  some  dramatic  increases  in  recent  years,  but  the  count  of  22.000 
using  the  West  Thurrock  roost  in  February  actually  doubles  the  previous  highest 
ever  count  from  this  site.  Clearly  birds  are  now  moving  further  from  the  Outer 
Thames  estuary  to  roost  at  West  Thurrock,  this  possibly  being  linked  to  the  decline 
in  such  sites  as  the  lagoons  at  East  Tilbury,  just  outside  the  London  Area. 
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Away  from  the  Lower  Thames,  numbers  were  of  course  relatively  small,  but  still 
quite  widespread.  The  following  table  which  gives  monthly  peaks  at  the  most 
favoured  sites,  also  covers  all  other  counts  over  six,  apart  from  14  flying  N  at 
Broad  Colney  on  Nov  15th.  Both  King  George  VI  and  Walton  Reservoirs  showed 
very  low  water  levels  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

King  George  VI  Res 

112 

33 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

11 

14 

8 

- 

- 

Staines  Res 

- 

- 

3 

1 

3 

- 

14 

24 

6 

1 

5 

2 

Bam  Elms  Res 

- 

- 

24 

5 

3 

1 

2 

8 

- 

- 

4 

1 

Walton  Res 

50 

142 

103 

7 

12 

— 

2 

7 

— 

— 

14 

— 

0517  Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax 

Only  six  sites  in  the  London  Area  reported  this  species  on  a  regular  basis;  highest 


monthly  counts  for  these  localities  are  given 

in  the  following  table. 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Rainham  Marsh 

- 

2 

3 

6 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

West  Thurroek 

3 

3 

3 

1 

14 

- 

- 

6 

3 

3 

1 

1 

M 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5 

12 

7 

1 

- 

- 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

4 

2 

2 

2 

S 

Beddington  SF 

- 

- 

2 

2 

5 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Walton  Res 

1 

6 

4 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

All  other  records  are  given  below. 

E  Corbets  Tey,  one  on  farmland  on  Jan  12th.  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Sept  16th. 

Fairlop,  two  on  Apr  21st.  Hall  Marsh,  one  on  Mar  5th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  from  May  23rd  to  25th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  three  on  Apr  21st,  26 
on  22nd  and  one  on  25th  and  27th. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  x>n  Jan  8th  and  five  on  Dec  5th.  King  George  VI  Res,  three 
on  Jan  3rd  and  one  on  Oct  18th.  Staines  Moor,  singles  on  Apr  1st  and  Oct  18th. 
Staines  Res,  one  on  Apr  25th,  two  on  May  14th,  one  on  May  23rd,  three  flew  S  on 
Aug  29th  and  singles  on  Aug  30th  and  Sept  16th.  Stoke  Newington  Res,  one  on 
Aug  25th. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  seven  on  May  16th  and  three  on  18th. 

K  Crossness,  two  on  Feb  8th.  Thamesmead,  two  on  Feb  1st  and  singles  in  October 
and  December. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Aug  20th  and  two  in  flight  on  Aug  23rd. 

Wintering  birds  were  mostly  confined  to  small  numbers  on  the  Lower  Thames  and 
a  few  mobile  individuals  in  the  south-west  of  the  Area.  No  counts  exceeded  six  at 
any  site  at  this  time.  One  or  two  notable  flocks  appeared  in  the  spring,  including  26 
at  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  Apr  22nd  and  there  was  a  small  influx  in  mid-May  led  by 
14  at  West  Thurrock  on  May  14th.  Remarkably,  a  pair  probably  summered  at 
Rainham  Marsh  and  may  even  have  bred  -  an  event  not  as  unlikely  as  it  would 
seem;  similar  behaviour  was  also  noted  in  the  summer  of  1989.  The  autumn 
passage  was  largely  uneventful,  reaching  a  low  peak  of  only  12  at  Perry  Oaks  on 
Aug  31st. 

0518  Jack  Snipe  Lymnocryptes  minimus 

Numbers  were  rather  low  in  both  winter  periods  with  the  majority  of  the  relatively 
few  sites  reporting  the  species  holding  only  one  or  two  birds  on  a  few  dates.  No 
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counts  exceeded  four  at  any  site.  Two  May  records  are  worthy  of  note,  with  one  at 
Hall  Marsh,  Waltham  Abbey  on  1st  and  an  extremely  late  individual  at  Dagenham 
Chase  on  28th.  The  first  sighting  in  autumn  was  on  Sept  27th  at  Amwell  GP.  In  the 
following  summary,  all  localities  from  which  the  species  was  reported  are  given. 
The  figures  in  brackets  represent  the  highest  counts  in  each  of  the  two  winter 
periods  (January  to  May  and  September  to  December). 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (0:1).  Dagenham  Chase  (1:4).  Fairlop  (0:1).  Hall  Marsh  (1:0). 
Harold  Wood  SF  (1:0).  Rainham  Marsh  (1:0).  Sewardstone  Marsh  (1:0). 
Walthamstow  Res  (1:0).  West  Thurrock  (0:1). 

H  Amwell  GP  (2:2).  Rye  House  Marsh  (1:0).  Rye  Meads  SF  (1:2).  Scotsbridge  Mill 
WCB  (2:0).  Tyttenhanger  GP  (0:1). 

M  Brent  Res  (1:1).  Broadwater  GP  (2:1).  Harefield  WCB  (1:0).  Rammey  Marsh 
(0:4).  Yiewsley  GP  (0:1). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve  (1:0).  Swanscombe  Marsh  (2:0). 

S  Beddington  SF  (2:1).  Holmethorpe  SP  (1:0).  South  Norwood  CP  (2:1). 

0519  Snipe  Gallinago  gallinago 

All  breeding  season  records  together  with  the  highest  counts  at  other  times  of  the 
year  are  given.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  25  on  Mar  28th;  a  pair  were  seen  displaying  in  April  and  May. 
Dagenham  Chase,  30  on  Oct  11th.  Fairlop,  one  heard  calling  in  suitable  breeding 
habitat  in  May.  Hall  Marsh,  80  on  Feb  2nd,  one  on  June  6th  and  45  on  Dec  4th. 
Rainham  Marsh,  60+  on  Jan  11th  and  30  on  Dec  29th.  West  Thurrock,  100  on  Jan 
1st. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  pair  summered  but  did  not  breed  successfully;  90  on  Nov  29th. 
Maple  Lodge  NR,  27  on  Mar  20th.  Moor  Mill,  one  on  May  21st  and  June  21st.  Rye 
House  Marsh,  20  on  Feb  10th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  up  to  three  males  were  displaying 
and  at  least  one  pair  bred;  70  on  Nov  14th. 

M  Brent  Res,  up  to  30  in  March  and  November.  Shepperton,  18  flew  over  on  Jan  8th. 

Springwell  WCB,  27  on  Jan  9th.  Ten  Acre  Wood  area,  one  until  at  least  June  4th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  60  on  Jan  9th.  Dartford  Marsh,  22  on  Feb  10th.  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  12  on  Oct  13th.  Swanscombe  Marsh.  12  on  Feb  1st.  Thamesmead.  up  to 
43  in  March. 

S  Beddington  SF,  18  on  Oct  8th.  Hogsmill  SF,  30+  on  Jan  8th. 

0529  Woodcock  Scolopax  rusticola 

Away  from  breeding  sites,  ones  or  twos  were  reported  up  to  Apr  4th  and  from  Oct 
21st.  Sightings  are  summarised  in  the  following  table. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Sightings  16  5  8  1  2  7  6 

Total  no  of  birds  14  6  9  1  2  9  5 

The  only  Inner  London  record  was  of  one  that  flew  into  a  glass  window  and  was 
killed  at  the  NatWest  Tower,  Broad  St,  EC2  on  Nov  16th  (PJW). 

Records  during  the  breeding  season  came  from  the  following  localities  (the 
maximum  number  of  birds  seen  is  given  in  brackets). 

E  Epping  Forest  (1).  Ongar  Park  Wood  (2+).  Thomdon  Park  (2  or  3). 
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H  Bencroft  Wood  (2).  Box  Wood  (3).  Broxboume  Woods  (4+).  Northaw  Great  Wood 

(2) .  Panshanger  Park  (1). 

S  Banstead  Heath  (1).  Epsom  Common  (1).  Limpsfield  Chart  (2).  Princes  Coverts 

(3) .  West  End  Common  (1). 

0532  Black-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  limosa 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug  2nd  (MAH).  Walthamstow  Res,  five  flew  S  on  July 
26th  (PL).  West  Thurrock,  one  from  Jan  3rd  to  20th  (MKD,SRP,PJV). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  July  31st  (BR).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  11  flew  NW  on  July  13th 
(SHM). 

S  Beddington  SF,  three  on  June  20th,  one  on  June  28th  (BBR)  and  one  from  Sept  6th 
to  8th  (IRB  et  al ).  Walton  Res,  singles  on  May  3rd  (JASP),  July  11th  and  12th  and 
two  on  July  20th  (MDv,SJS). 

A  rather  poor  year  with  the  majority  of  records  within  the  usual  peak  period  in  late 
summer  and  early  autumn. 

0534  Bar-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  lapponica 

E  Fishers  Green,  singles  on  Apr  20th,  21st  and  24th  (JF,PJV).  King  George  V  Res, 
30+  flew  S  on  Aug  30th  (DL).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  May  25th  (SRP). 
Sewardstone,  one  on  May  9th  (KM,PJV).  Walthamstow  Res,  40+  flew  S  on  Aug 
30th  (DL).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Jan  1st,  Jan  22nd,  Feb  8th  (MKD,PJV)  and 
Aug  8th  (RMn).  Wm  Girling  Res,  50+  flew  S  on  Aug  30th  (DL). 

H  Amwell  GP,  13  flew  E  on  Apr  28th  (GJW).  Stocker’s  Lake,  six  flew  over  on  Apr 
26th  (RRD). 

M  Staines  Res,  four  flew  SE  and  one  flew  NE  on  May  13th  (AVM,DJMs,PN)  and 
one  on  14th  (FRC,CL). 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  singles  on  May  25th  (DJMs)  and  30th  (CJH,PN). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  June  4th  (BEW)  and  6th  (CWw,RW«). 

S  Walton  Res,  three  on  May  1st  (MDv),  two  on  3rd  (JASP),  four  on  14th 
(MDv,CL,SJS)  and  one  on  15th  (CL). 

1991  Additional  Record 
E  West  Thurrock  PS,  one  on  Sept  12th  (CL). 

The  three  flocks  totalling  over  120  birds  which  flew  S  down  the  Lea  Valley  were 
undoubtedly  the  highlight  of  the  year.  A  flock  of  Grey  Plovers  was  also  involved 
in  this  movement  which  occurred  in  overcast  conditions  with  light  drizzle.  Apart 
from  records  from  West  Thurrock,  all  other  sightings  came  during  the  usual  spring 
passage  which  extended  from  Apr  20th  to  June  6th. 

0538  Whimbrel  Numenius  phaeopus 

All  sightings  were  confined  to  the  usual  passage  periods  from  Apr  19th  to  May 
15th  and  again  between  July  4th  and  Aug  23rd.  The  trend  in  recent  years  has  been 
for  there  to  be  far  more  sightings  (and  larger  flocks)  in  spring  than  in  autumn,  but 
this  was  not  the  case  in  1992  when  a  rather  moderate  spring  passage  was  followed 
by  a  very  good  autumn  movement  resulting  in  a  spring: autumn  ratio  of  about  1:4. 
All  records  are  given  and  refer  to  single  birds  unless  stated  otherwise. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  Aug  10th  (7).  Fairlop,  Aug  1st  (3).  Hainault  Forest,  Apr  20th. 
Netherhall  GP,  Aug  11th  (4).  Rainham  Marsh,  Apr  24th  (2),  May  2nd,  July  11th, 
30th  (2),  Aug  8th  and  22nd.  West  Thurrock,  May  2nd,  3rd  (2),  4th,  July  14th  to 
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19th,  25th,  Aug  1st  (3),  4th,  8th,  15th  (2),  18th  (2),  21st  (3)  and  22nd. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  Aug  17th  (2).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  May  2nd. 

M  Bedfont  Lakes,  Aug  9th.  Dartmouth  Park,  NW5,  July  20th.  Hampstead  Heath.  Apr 
26th  (2).  Lower  Feltham,  Apr  26th  (2).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Apr  26th.  Staines  Res,  Apr 
19th  and  21st.  Wraysbury  Res,  July  9th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  July  4th 
(ARD). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  Aug  1st  and  11th.  Swanscombe  Marsh,  July  25th  and  Aug  23rd. 
Thamesmead,  July  30th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  May  11th,  Aug  12th  and  Aug  20th  (2).  Beddington  SF,  Apr  19th 
and  26th,  July  21st  (4),  July  26th  (22),  Aug  4th  (3)  and  9th.  East  Molesey,  Aug 
16th  (clO).  Limpsfield  Chart,  Aug  7th.  Walton  Res,  May  3rd  and  July  21st. 
Worcester  Park,  May  15th. 


0541  Curlew  Numenius  arquata 

Good  numbers  of  birds  remained  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  along 
both  sides  of  the  Lower  Thames  and  adjacent  marshes;  the  second  winter  in 
succession  that  more  than  just  the  odd  one  or  two  have  wintered  in  the  London 
Area.  Peak  monthly  counts  for  the  main  sites  along  the  Thames  are  given  in  tabular 
form  and  all  other  records  are  detailed  under  their  respective  counties  with  dates 


referring  to  single 

Jan 

birds  unless  shown  otherwise. 

Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun 

Jul  Aug 

Sep 

Oct  Nov  Dec 

Rainham  Marsh 

10 

5 

1 

- 

- 

1 

-  — 

- 

2 

West  Thurrock 

2 

10 

14 

7 

1 

2 

1  3 

2 

2  2- 

Crayford  Marsh 

11 

Dartford  Marsh 

14 

15 

18 

E  Fairlop,  Apr  5th  (2).  Fishers  Green,  Sept  25th  (2).  King  George  V  Res,  Apr  27th 
and  June  7th.  Walthamstow  Res,  Sept  13th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  Apr  20th  and  June  15th  (2).  Maple  Cross,  July  5th.  Tyttenhanger  GP. 
Aug  22nd. 

M  Ashford  Cemetery,  Mar  9th.  Brent  Res,  Feb  27th.  Hampstead  Heath.  July  18th  (3). 
Queen  Mary  Res,  June  17th.  Staines  Res,  Mar  28th,  Apr  25th,  May  13th  and  July 
31st  (2).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  Jan  26th  (HL). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  Apr  17th  (4),  Apr  24th  (2)  and  Jun  20th. 

K  Littlebrook  PS,  Feb  9th  (6).  Thamesmead,  June  4th  and  Nov  9th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  Mar  29th,  May  10th  and  July  5th.  Beddington  SF,  Feb  10th,  25th 
and  26th  (2),  Apr  4th  and  19th  (3),  July  21st  and  23rd,  Sept  6th  and  8th  and  Dec 
31st  (6).  Holmethorpe  SP,  Feb  28th  (5)  and  Apr  10th.  Walton  Res,  Feb  28th  (2) 
and  Mar  2nd.  West  Molesey,  Mar  2nd. 


0545  Spotted  Redshank  Tringa  erythropus 

The  histogram  overleaf  depicts  all  records  of  migrant  Spotted  Redshanks  in  the 
London  Area  in  the  ten  year  period  1983  to  1992  but  note  that  the  three  winter 
records  in  the  period  are  omitted  from  the  analysis.  Autumn  records  outnumber 
spring  records  by  almost  three  to  one.  There  is  a  remarkably  precise  autumn  peak 
in  the  last  week  of  August  and  a  smaller,  less  defined  spring  peak  in  late  April.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  birds  have  been  recorded  in  all  weeks  from  late  March  to 
mid-October. 
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Spotted  Redshanks  in  the  London  Area 
1983  to  1992 


E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  from  May  22nd  to  25th  (KB  et  al ).  Hall  Marsh,  one  on  Nov 
9th  (SCr).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  16th  (AAB,MKD,SRP)  and  singles  on 
June  21st,  Sept  20th  and  26th  (MKD).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  June  14th  (PJV). 

H  Bowyers  GP,  one  on  Nov  9th  was  also  seen  in  Essex  (SCr).  Tyttenhanger  GP, 
singles  from  Apr  21st  to  24th  (PWr  et  al)  and  on  June  13th  (SPc,PWr). 

M  Staines  Res,  singles  on  May  17th  (JPA,DJMs)  and  May  25th  (DJMs). 

S  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  Mar  29th  (BBR),  Apr  20th  and  21st  (JPA)  and  from 
Sept  6th  to  12th  (JPA,IRB,AMc).  Walton  Res,  singles  on  Apr  14th  (MDv,BH), 
June  8th  and  9th  (MDv)  and  from  Aug  19th  to  30th  (MDv,ML,FJM). 

1991  Additional  Record 
E  West  Thurrock  PS,  two  on  Sept  5th  (CL). 

In  contrast  to  1991  records,  a  good  spring  passage  but  relatively  few  in  autumn. 
One  of  the  earliest  waders  to  move  south  from  its  breeding  grounds,  June  records 
are  normally  considered  to  relate  to  failed  breeding  birds,  although  which  way  the 
bird  on  June  8th  was  going  is  open  to  speculation. 

0546  Redshank  Tringa  totanus 

In  the  following  summary,  all  evidence  of  breeding  and  the  highest  counts  in  each 
sector  are  given.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

E  The  monthly  winter  maxima  at  the  two  main  sites  along  the  north  shore  of  the 
Lower  Thames  were  as  follows: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham  Marsh 

130 

280 

225 

50 

10 

200 

200 

350 

West  Thurrock 

1700 

850 

600 

350 

500 

1000 

1000 

750 

Other  counts  from  the  river  included  40  at  Barking  on  Nov  1st  and  50  at  Grays  on 
Feb  15th.  Elsewhere,  there  were  14  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Aug  23rd.  In  the 
breeding  season,  Rainham  Marsh  held  12  or  more  pairs.  West  Thurrock  four  pairs 
and  four  pairs  also  bred  at  Berwick  Ponds.  Four  or  five  pairs  summered  at  Hall 
Marsh,  Waltham  Abbey  and  five  pairs  summered  at  Fishers  Green  but  no  young 
were  seen  at  either  of  these  last  two  sites. 

H  Amwell  GP,  three  pairs  between  March  and  June  did  not  breed  successfully.  Broad 
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Colney  Lakes,  one  pair  in  April.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  three  pairs  in  summer  included 
pairs  with  three  and  four  chicks  respectively;  highest  count  was  17  on  May  29th. 

M  Successful  breeding  reported  from  Perry  Oaks  SF  and  Ponders  End  Lake  (one  pair 
each)  and  a  pair  may  have  bred  at  Yeading  Brook  Meadows.  Monthly  maxima  are 
given  for  the  following  three  localities: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug  Sep 

Oct  Nov 

Dec 

King  George  VI  Res  10 

11 

21 

6 

3 

- 

- 

-  - 

1  2 

14 

Perry  Oaks  SF  - 

- 

3 

8 

6 

8 

5 

1 

1 

- 

Staines  Res  7 

7 

21 

14 

15 

4 

1 

1 

3 

3 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  two  or  three  birds  present  in  spring  but  no  proof  of  breeding. 

K  Highest  monthly  counts  from  the  Thameside  marshes  and  foreshore  were  as 
follows: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Crayford  Marsh 

130 

67 

35 

— 

- 

- 

7 

— 

- 

61 

- 

- 

Dartford  Marsh 

220 

40 

114 

10 

4 

5 

4 

5 

16 

83 

109 

75 

In  addition,  20  were  at  Littlebrook  PS  on  Feb  9th. 

S  A  pair  bred  at  Beddington  SF  raising  two  young.  There  was  an  exceptionally  high 
count  of  32  at  Barn  Elms  Res  on  Sept  11th  in  a  month  when  this  species  is 
normally  very  scarce  at  inland  sites.  Otherwise  the  majority  of  records  came  from 
the  drained  Walton  Res  where  the  highest  monthly  counts  were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Walton  Res  5  20  42  32  17  2  2  2  8 

0548  Greenshank  Tringa  nebularia 

The  following  table  gives  the  approximate  number  of  bird/days  recorded  in  each 
county  during  the  main  passage  months. 


Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Essex 

2 

11 

- 

27 

69 

31 

- 

Herts 

5 

6 

1 

17 

21 

11 

1 

Middx 

- 

4 

2 

16 

49 

23 

- 

Bucks 

— 

3 

— 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Kent 

- 

- 

- 

3 

4 

6 

- 

Surrey 

18 

29 

2 

9 

27 

15 

- 

Totals 

25 

53 

5 

72 

172 

86 

1 

Not  included  in  the  table  above  are  records  for  which  no  precise  date  or  number  of 
birds  could  be  determined.  Many  autumn  records  from  Surrey  fall  into  this 
category,  so  totals  for  this  county  are  understated.  Spring  passage  was  noted 
between  Apr  20th  and  May  30th  and  was  on  a  fairly  modest  scale  with  most 
records  of  just  one  or  two  together.  The  notable  exception  was  the  drained  Walton 
Res  where  ideal  feeding  conditions  produced  some  good  counts  in  the  spring. 
There  were  singles  at  Beddington  SF  and  Brent  Res  on  June  13th  but  the  main 
autumn  passage  was  first  seen  on  June  30th  and  lasted  until  Oct  4th.  Although 
small  flocks  built  up  at  several  localities,  numbers  were  likewise  not  exceptional. 
A  selection  of  the  highest  counts  during  the  year  is  given. 

E  Hall  Marsh,  five  on  Aug  22nd  and  24th  and  four  on  Sept  9th.  West  Thurrock,  eight 
on  Aug  3 1  st  and  up  to  four  on  many  other  dates. 

H  Amwell  GP,  four  on  Sept  26th.  Bowyers  GP,  four  on  Aug  25th. 


ABOVE:  Ring-billed  Gull  at  Uxbridge,  January  1992  (Photo:  Peter  Gasson) 


BELOW:  Corncrake  in  captivity,  caught  by  cat  at  Feltham,  May  1992  (Photo:  Ron  Wells ) 
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M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  five  on  Sept  3rd.  Rammey  Marsh,  six  on  Aug  30th  and  31st  and 
four  on  Sept  13th.  Staines  Res,  four  on  Aug  29th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  Aug  28th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  nine  on  Aug  18th.  Walton  Res,  six  on  Apr  21st  and  May  18th  and 
seven  on  May  19th. 

0553  Green  Sandpiper  Tringa  ochropus 

Reported  from  a  total  of  62  localities  during  the  year,  this  species  is  a  widespread 
winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers.  The  following  table  which 
gives  monthly  maxima  for  the  most  regular  sites  in  each  county,  also  reveals  some 
of  the  highest  counts  during  the  year  as  well  as  the  broad  pattern  of  occurrence 


E 

from  month  to  month. 

Jan  Feb 

Rainham  Marsh  5  5 

Mar 

5 

Apr 

4 

May 

Jim 

10 

Jul 

21 

Aug 

40 

Sep 

16 

Oct  Nov 

1  4 

Dec 

4 

H 

Maple  Lodge  NR 

- 

l 

7 

4 

- 

7 

3 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rye  Meads 

4 

2 

2 

2 

- 

3 

3 

6 

5 

6 

5 

4 

Tyttenhanger  GP 

2 

2 

2 

3 

- 

1 

3 

6 

3 

4 

5 

3 

M 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

10 

18 

15 

1 

5 

- 

Rammey  Marsh 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

5 

7 

4 

2 

2 

1 

B 

Old  Slade  NR 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

5 

5 

- 

- 

1 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

4 

3 

2 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

6 

- 

- 

1 

S 

Beddington  SF 

3 

3 

4 

5 

1 

4 

10 

10 

8 

9 

8 

7 

Walton  Res 

4 

3 

2 

2 

- 

- 

4 

4 

- 

3 

3 

- 

As  can  be  seen. 

quite 

high  numbers 

can  be  found  at  some  sites  during  the 

winter 

months  although  many  others  prefer  a  solitary  existence.  They  can  also  be  quite 
mobile  at  times.  There  is  often  no  discernible  increase  in  number  during  the  spring 
months  of  March  and  April  and  most  birds  have  gone  before  the  start  of  May.  The 
gap  in  records  in  May  is  typical  but  this  is  one  of  the  earliest  autumn  migrants  to 
return  with  the  first  sighting  this  year  on  June  7th.  Numbers  then  build  up  rapidly 
to  the  peak  months  of  July  and  August,  when  certain  favoured  sites  can  hold  large 
concentrations  of  birds,  before  gradually  declining  to  winter  levels  before  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  large  numbers  at  Rainham  Marsh  deserve  a  special  mention.  With 
this  site  now  becoming  very  dry  and  subject  to  appalling  disturbance,  it  is  perhaps 

unlikely  that  such  high  numbers  will  occur  again. 

* 

0554  Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glare ola 

All  records  are  given  and  refer  to  single  birds  unless  shown  otherwise. 

E  Beech  Farm  GP,  Aug  9th  (KS).  Dagenham  Chase,  Aug  20th  (PM).  Flail  Marsh, 
May  21st  to  26th  (IK,TJH  et  al )  and  two  on  Aug  11th  and  18th  (SCr,TJH). 
Rainham  Marsh,  July  4th  and  Aug  16th  (MKD).  West  Thurrock,  July  5th  (PJV). 

H  Amwell  GP,  two  from  May  20th  to  22nd,  one  until  24th  (BR  et  al). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  July  9th  and  12th  (CL). 

S  Beddington  SF,  May  15th  and  16th  (JPA),  June  27th  (AMP),  July  1st  (BBR),  17th 
(JPA)  and  Aug  15th  to  31st  (BBR).  Walton  Res,  May  14th  (MDv,CL). 

A  very  poor  year  which  was  reflected  by  a  lack  of  records  across  southern  Britain, 
particularly  in  autumn. 
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0556  Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos 

The  following  table  gives  the  highest  monthly  counts  from  regularly  watched  sites 
during  the  period  April  to  October  and  encompasses  the  main  spring  and  autumn 
migrations  when  this  bird  becomes  one  of  the  most  frequently  encountered  wader 
species  at  reservoirs,  gravel  pits  and  other  wetland  sites.  Most  of  the  highest  counts 
in  autumn  came  predictably  during  the  short  period  between  late  July  and  mid- 
August  when  this  species  builds  up  to  form  some  large  loose  flocks  at  certain 


localities. 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

2 

- 

- 

19 

20 

1 

- 

Rainham  Marsh 

1 

5 

- 

15 

20 

15 

2 

West  Thurrock 

- 

2 

- 

6 

8 

3 

1 

Wm  Girling  Res 

- 

- 

- 

9 

24 

1 

- 

H 

Amwell  GP 

1 

2 

- 

3 

5 

1 

- 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

5 

3 

2 

7 

4 

8 

1 

Tyttenhanger  GP 

1 

1 

- 

3 

4 

1 

- 

M 

King  George  VI  Res 

2 

2 

- 

5 

30 

- 

2 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

1 

3 

- 

14 

21 

3 

- 

Queen  Mary  Res 

- 

1 

- 

9 

20 

2 

- 

B 

Queen  Mother  Res 

- 

5 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

1 

- 

- 

8 

12 

4 

2 

Thamesmead 

6 

6 

— 

16 

14 

6 

3 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

5 

10 

1 

- 

15 

6 

- 

Beddington  SF 

3 

9 

- 

2 

12 

4 

1 

South  Norwood  CP 

5 

4 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Walton  Res 

— 

2 

— 

5 

9 

1 

— 

Records  from  outside  these  months  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given  under 
their  respective  counties  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  three  between  January  and  March  and  two  in  November 
and  December. 

M  Staines  Res,  one  on  Nov  18th  and  two  on  Dec  16th.  Inner  London :  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  at  the  Round  Pound  on  Apr  23rd  (BRP).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on 
July  8th,  9th  and  21st,  two  on  July  14th  (ARD). 

K  Thamesmead,  one  on  Feb  1st  and  in  March,  maxima  of  five  on  6th  and  six  on  23rd; 
up  to  three  in  November  and  December. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  up  to  three  in  November  and  December.  Beddington  SF.  one  in 
November  and  December.  River  Thames  at  Bames,  two  wintered  at  the  end  of  the 
year  (see  also  Bam  Elms  Res  above).  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  one  at  Canada 
Dock  on  May  4th  (DAM). 

0561  Turnstone  Arenaria  interpres 

E  Grays,  at  least  14  on  Feb  2nd  and  three  on  Dec  24th.  King  George  V  Res,  one  on 
Apr  24th.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Dec  28th.  West  Thurrock,  five  on  Jan  3rd  and 
two  on  20th,  one  on  Feb  8th,  four  on  22nd,  and  in  May,  ten  on  2nd,  13  on  10th, 
three  on  14th  and  one  on  17th;  singles  on  Aug  8th,  29th  and  Nov  14th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  from  Mar  24th  to  27th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  two  on  Apr  20th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  Aug  2nd.  Staines  Res,  singles  on  May  6th  and  10th.  three 
on  18th,  one  on  19th  and  20th  and  four  on  22nd;  in  autumn,  two  on  July  20th  and 
singles  on  July  18th,  19th,  21st,  22nd,  24th,  28th  and  Aug  21st. 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  three  on  Apr  18th,  one  on  Aug  23rd  and  three  on  Dec  17th. 
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S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  flew  S  on  Aug  20th,  one  from  Sept  6th  to  13th  and  one  on 
Sept  23rd.  Beddington  SF,  two  on  Apr  28th  and  one  on  May  25th.  Walton  Res,  one 
on  Apr  27th  and  two  on  28th. 

1991  Correction 

M  Staines  Res,  15  flew  S  on  Aug  14th,  not  14  as  stated. 

The  Lower  Thames  produced  a  few  records  during  the  first  winter  period, 
including  14  at  Grays  in  February.  A  bird  at  Amwell  GP  on  Mar  24th  was 
unusually  early  and  was  followed  by  many  records  of  up  to  four  at  inland  sites  and 
13  at  West  Thurrock  during  the  peak  spring  migration  months  of  April  and  May. 
In  contrast  autumn  records  came  from  only  five  sites  with  no  more  than  single 
birds  seen  on  any  one  day.  An  overall  decrease  in  autumn  records  seems  to  have 
become  a  trend  in  recent  years  in  the  London  Area. 

0564  Red-necked  Phalarope  Phalaropus  lobatus 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  a  moulting  adult  female  on  July  30th  (CL).  Staines  Res,  the  same 
bird  on  July  31st  (mo). 

Although  only  a  small  speck  on  a  large  expanse  of  water  to  many  observers,  it  was 
considerate  of  this  bird  to  move  the  day  after  its  discovery  to  be  viewed  by  a  wider 
audience.  The  14th  record  for  the  London  Area,  the  last  three  of  which  have  all 
appeared  at  Staines  Res. 

0567  Arctic  Skua  Stercorarius  parasiticus 

E  Dagnam  Park,  a  dark-phase  immature  flew  E  on  Aug  22nd  (CRJ,DMS).  West 
Thurrock,  a  dark-phase  adult  on  Sept  6th  (AD,AN,PJV). 

M  Staines  Res,  a  quite  astonishing  passage  took  place  on  Aug  29th  involving  a  total 
of  22  birds  flying  S  or  SW:  two  dark  phase  adults  at  14.10  hrs,  seven  all  dark  birds 
at  15.50  hrs,  two  dark-phase  adults  at  16.10  hrs,  seven  (dark  and  light-phase)  at 
16.40  hrs  and  four  (all  adults  -  three  dark  and  one  light-phase)  at  17.10  hrs 
(RBHJPN). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  dark-phase  adult  flew  SW  at  12.00  hrs  on  Aug  20th  (JPPW). 

Four  records  of  25  birds;  all  records  fell  between  the  typical  dates  of  Aug  22nd  and 
Sept  6th.  The  five  groups  of  birds  that  passed  over  Staines  were  quite 
unprecedented  and  the  two  groups  of  seven  birds  are  the  largest  ever  seen  in 
London  -  the  previous  best  being  six  together  over  Sidcup  in  1963.  It  is  quite 
probable  that  groups  of  birds  flying  into  The  Wash  actually  keep  on  going 
overland  in  a  south  or  south-westerly  direction  and  it  may  be  that  the  Staines  birds 
followed  this  route. 

0575  Mediterranean  Gull  Larus  melanocephalus 

Probably  a  record  year.  Although  it  is  almost  impossible  to  provide  an  accurate 
assessment  of  the  number  of  birds  involved  in  this  year’s  sightings,  probably  not 
less  than  44  birds  were  seen.  As  ever  movement  of  birds  between  sites  and  the 
return  of  birds  at  the  end  of  the  year  complicates  the  picture.  The  stronghold 
remains  on  the  east  side  of  London  which  probably  accounted  for  85%  of  all 
records. 

E  Aveley  Landfill,  an  adult  on  Jan  28th,  presumed  same  on  Mar  9th  and  a  second- 
winter  on  Dec  31st  (GRE).  Dagenham  Chase,  a  first-summer  from  July  18th  to 
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20th  (KB,AAB).  Dagnam  Park,  an  adult  on  Mar  18th  (CRJ).  King  George  V  Res, 
first-winter  birds  on  Jan  28th  (also  seen  at  Nazeing)  (SO)  and  Dec  28th 
(ACy,SO).  Nazeing  GP,  at  least  four  different  first-winter  birds  on  14  dates 
between  January  and  March,  also  a  second-winter  on  Feb  28th  and  Mar  2nd  and 
adults  on  Feb  21st  and  Nov  11th  (SCr,PJV,GJW).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  first-winter 
bird  on  Jan  1 1th  and  25th,  another  on  Feb  17th,  an  adult  on  July  1 1th  and  a  first- 
winter  on  Dec  5th  (MKD,MAH,SRP).  Waltham  Abbey,  an  adult  on  Dec  2nd 
(SCr).  Walthamstow  Filter  Beds,  an  adult  from  Jan  1st  to  Mar  8th,  also  a  first- 
winter  on  Mar  8th  (DL,PL,PJV)  and  presumbly  the  returning  adult  on  Nov  8th. 
15th  and  Dec  4th  (PL,PJV).  Walthamstow  Res,  a  second-winter  on  Nov  14th  (DL). 
West  Thurrock,  a  first-winter  on  Mar  22nd  (PJV).  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  first-winter 
on  Jan  6th  (also  seen  at  Nazeing  GP)  (SC;*),  an  adult  on  Jan  11th  (ACv),  a  first- 
winter  on  Mar  30th  and  Apr  10th  (SCr, PJV),  a  second-winter  on  Oct  12th  (SCr) 
and  adults  on  Sept  13th  (PJV),  Oct  26th,  Nov  4th  and  8th  (SCr). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  second-winter  on  Oct  18th  (GJW  et  al).  Bowyers  GP,  a  first-winter 
on  Jan  28th,  Feb  4th,  9th,  21st  and  Mar  14th  (IK.MJO).  Croxley  Green,  the  regular 
adult  remaining  from  Nov  16th  1991  was  last  seen  on  Mar  7th  (AVM  et  al);  it 
failed  to  return  for  what  would  have  been  its  sixth  winter.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  an 
immature  on  Nov  8th  (JFe).  Rye  Meads,  an  adult  on  Feb  21st  (GJW). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  a  first-winter  on  six  dates  between  Feb  6th  and  27th  (DPB.CL) 
and  perhaps  the  same  bird  as  a  second-winter  on  Dec  31st  (DPB). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  an  adult  roosting  on  Feb  20th  (CL). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  first-winter  on  Feb  10th  (CG d),  Mar  17th  and  23rd  (BEW),  a 
first-summer  on  Mar  29th  (CW«,RW/?)  and  an  adult  on  July  6th  (BEW). 
Littlebrook  GP,  a  first-summer  on  Apr  5th  (AJM).  Littlebrook  PS,  an  adult  on  Feb 
9th  (CW«,RW«).  Thamesmead,  a  second-summer  flew  W  on  July  10th  (NRW). 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  first-winter  on  Mar  26th,  30th  and  Apr  1st,  with  two  on  Mar  29th 
(GDJM,RDW,STW).  Chessington,  an  adult  on  Mar  1st  (MDv).  Holmethorpe  SP, 
an  adult  on  Jan  13th  (JKCG)  and  Feb  16th  (JP/?).  Molesey  GP,  a  first-winter  on  Jan 
1st  (SJS).  South  Norwood  CP,  an  adult  on  Jan  26th  (JB /). 

1991  Additional  Records 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  an  adult  roosting  on  Jan  27th  (GSE). 

E  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  juvenile  moulting  into  first  winter  on  Sept  12th  (CL). 

0578  Little  Gull  Larus  minutus 

There  was  another  decline  in  the  number  of  bird/days  this  year  from  414  in  1990 
and  283  in  1991,  to  212  this  year,  with  the  minimum  number  of  birds  involved 
falling  from  145  last  year  to  92  this  year.  Once  again  Middlesex  claimed  the  bulk 
of  sightings  with  171  bird/days  (70%  of  the  overall  total)  and  of  these  87%  were  at 
one  site  -  Staines  Res.  There  were  twice  as  many  bird/days  in  the  autumn  than  in 
the  spring,  although  there  were  more  obvious  peaks  in  the  rather  brief  passage  in 
April.  On  Apr  12th  there  were  1 1  at  Staines,  eight  each  at  Hilfield  Park  and  Queen 
Mary  and  four  at  Barn  Elms,  with  eight  at  the  latter  site  on  13th  and  eight  at 
Staines  on  18th.  There  was  only  one  June  record  and  only  two  or  three  birds  in 
July.  Autumn  passage  was  almost  entirely  confined  to  Staines  which  claimed  a 
massive  93%  of  all  bird/days.  The  table  below  shows  the  bird/day  distribution  by 
month  and  county.  All  records  are  given,  but  summarised  for  Staines  Res. 
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Jan  Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Totals 

Essex 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

Herts 

- 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

11 

Middx 

- 

44 

4 

- 

13 

54 

56 

- 

- 

- 

171 

Bucks  -  - 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Kent  -  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Surrey  -  - 

1 

13 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

3 

- 

22 

Totals  -  - 

1 

68 

7 

1 

14 

54 

61 

2 

3 

1 

212 

E  King  George  V  Res,  two  on  Apr  2nd,  one  on  July  9th.  Nazeing  GP,  one  on  Dec 
7th. 

Hilfield  Park  Res,  eight  on  Apr  12th  and  singles  on  Apr  21st,  Sept  4th  and  Oct  7th. 
Broadwater  GP,  three  on  Aug  15th  and  two  on  16th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  eight  on 
Apr  12th,  four  on  17th,  one  on  July  11th,  28th  and  three  on  Aug  8th.  Staines  Res, 
11  on  Apr  12th,  four  on  15th,  five  on  16th,  17th,  seven  on  18th  and  four  on  May 
12th.  In  the  autumn  one  intermittently  from  July  9th  to  28th,  then  two  on  July  31st; 
from  Aug  4th  to  Sept  27th  up  to  three  birds  were  present  almost  continuously  with 
higher  peaks  of  four  on  Aug  29th  and  31st,  Sept  1st,  12th,  17th  and  19th  and 
counts  of  five  on  Sept  1 3th  and  20th. 

Queen  Mother  Res,  singles  on  Sept  23rd  and  Oct  1 1th. 

Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  June  14th.  Thamesmead,  one  on  Sept  14th. 

Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Mar  29th,  four  on  Apr  12th,  eight  on  Apr  13th,  one  on  Sept 
2nd  and  Sept  12th.  Beddington  SF,  one  on  Apr  12th  and  three  on  Nov  8th.  Walton 
Res,  one  on  May  6th  and  two  on  14th. 


Black-headed  Gull  Larus  ridibundus 

All  counts  of  1,500  or  more,  the  highest  counts  in  Inner  London  and  records  of 
abnormally  plumaged  birds  are  given. 

Aveley  Landfill,  an  all  white  bird  on  June  10th.  Dagenham  Corridor,  1,800  in 
November  and  December.  Nazeing,  2,000  on  Jan  11th,  5,500  on  Feb  22nd,  6,500 
on  Nov  14th;  also  an  adult  leucistic  bird  on  Feb  17th.  Rainham  Marsh,  2,500  on 
Jan  1st,  8,000  on  Feb  8th,  6,000  on  Oct  29th  and  10,000  on  Dec  29th. 

Bowyers  GP,  1,500  on  Jan  10th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  1,600  roosting  on  Aug  11th,  at 
least  two  almost  white  individuals,  but  with  black  primary  tips,  were  seen  roosting 
during  the  winter  months,  also  an  apparently  melanistic  bird  was  seen  on  Dec  12th, 
19th  and  22nd. 

Inner  London:  St  James’s  Park,  320  on  Oct  7th. 

Queen  Mother  Res,  an  all  white  leucistic  bird  on  Jan  24th  was  considered  by  the 
observer  to  be  the  bird  seen  at  this  site  on  Feb  8th  1991. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  2,000  on  Jan  1st.  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  apart  from  an 
absence  between  Apr  11th  and  June  6th  birds  were  present  throughout  the  year; 
156  on  Feb  23rd  and  150  on  Dec  12th.  River  Thames  at  Bankside,  411  on  Feb 
20th.  South  Bank,  SE1,  200+  on  Feb  26th. 


70 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  57  FOR  1992 


0589  Ring-billed  Gull 


Larus  delawarensis 


M  Rockingham  Recreation  Ground,  Uxbridge,  the  regular  adult  from  Nov  12th  1991 
remained  until  Mar  6th  and  returned  for  its  third  winter  on  Nov  15th  remaining 
into  1993  (SY  et  al)\  this  bird  was  also  seen  on  several  occasions  at  the  nearby 
Greenway  School  playing  fields.  See  photograph  opposite  page  64. 

Once  again  this  American  visitor  proved  to  be  a  reliable  addition  to  many  birder's 
year  lists,  nearly  always  favouring  its  usual  football  pitch. 

0590  Common  Gull  Larus  canus 

Highest  counts  in  each  county  and  significant  Inner  London  records  are  given 
below. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  800  during  November  and  December.  Hainault  Forest,  200  on 
Feb  29th,  250  on  Mar  7th  and  500  on  Dec  19th.  Nazeing  GP,  400  on  Jan  1 1th,  200 
on  Nov  14th.  Rainham  Marsh,  1,000  on  Jan  1 1th  and  2,000  on  Dec  29th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  180  on  Feb  25th,  200  on  Mar  19th.  Ellem  Mede  Farm,  Totteridge, 
150  on  Feb  10th. 

M  Brent  Res,  100+  on  Mar  8th.  Burtonhole  Farm,  Mill  Hill,  105  on  Feb  28th,  201  on 
Mar  12th.  NIMR  Sports  Ground,  Mill  Hill,  up  to  120  in  February. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  the  highest  count  was  35  on  Feb  26th.  Foots  Cray  Meadows.  30 
on  Dec  6th.  Hoblingwell  Wood,  98  on  Dec  21st. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  153  on  Feb  23rd.  Bam  Elms  Res,  60  on  Mar  23rd.  Beddington 
SF,  40  on  Mar  1st.  Raynes  Park,  100  on  Mar  30th  and  Apr  1st.  Inner  London : 
Burgess  Park,  three  on  Jan  1st,  with  singles  on  many  dates  during  the  year.  South 
Bank,  SE1,  up  to  ten  on  Feb  6th  and  10th. 

0591  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  fuscus 

A  selection  of  roost  counts,  as  well  as  some  details  of  the  regular  late 
summer/autumn  passage  are  provided  (all  counts  of  100  or  more  are  given).  The 
gull  roost  survey,  undertaken  in  January  1993,  should  provide  a  better  idea  of  the 
true  number  of  gulls  wintering  in  London.  Although  no  breeding  was  reported  this 
year  it  seems  likely  that  they  are  still  breeding  in  Inner  London. 
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E  Barking,  160  on  Nov  1st  were  roosting  on  the  Thames.  Corbets  Tey,  100  on  June 
28th  and  Oct  18th.  Nazeing  GP,  1,180  on  Sept  24th,  350  on  Nov  14th.  Rainham 
Marsh,  up  to  350  in  June,  300  in  July  and  August,  200  in  September  and  300  in 
October.  West  Thurrock,  150  on  Oct  10th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  500  on  Apr  12th  and 
790  on  Aug  29th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  100  on  July  6th,  300  on  Sept  15th,  18th  and  23rd  and  450  on  Oct  6th. 
Rye  Meads,  100  on  Aug  7th. 

M  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  five  adults  were  seen  during  the 
breeding  season  and  are  suspected  of  breeding  on  nearby  tall  buildings.  Marble 
Arch  area,  several  birds  seen  during  the  breeding  season.  There  were  no  reports 
from  the  King’s  Cross  development  area  where  up  to  five  pairs  bred  in  1990.  Old 
Burlington  St,  Wl,  two  pairs  present  on  high  rooftop  in  June  and  July  probably 
bred.  Regent’s  Park,  20  on  Mar  31st. 

B  Horton,  339  on  fields  adjacent  to  Queen  Mother  Res  on  Aug  18th.  Queen  Mother 
Res,  c3,000  roosting  on  Aug  28th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  c2 10  flew  E  on  Jan  22nd. 

S  Beddington  SF,  250+  on  Nov  8th.  Inner  London :  Bankside  PS,  two  on  Apr  22nd. 
Burgess  Park,  two  on  Nov  1st,  three  on  Dec  20th,  singles  on  many  dates  during  the 
year.  Gabriel’s  Wharf,  two  on  May  27th.  South  Bank,  SE1,  six  on  Mar  11th  but 
two  or  three  always  present  between  February  and  April. 

0592  Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus 

All  counts  of  100  or  more  and  peak  Inner  London  counts  are  given.  As  with  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  breeding  was  not  proved  this  year,  although  it  seems  likely  to 
have  taken  place.  Quite  how  many  pairs  might  be  breeding  on  unobserved  roofs  in 
London  will  remain  a  matter  of  pure  speculation. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  100  in  September,  300  in  October  and  350  in  December. 
Nazeing  GP,  120  on  Nov  14th. 

H  Great  Amwell,  150  on  Dec  20th.  Rye  Meads,  435  flew  over  to  roost  on  Jan  24th. 
Tilehouse  North  GP,  350  on  Jan  25th.  West  Hyde,  257  on  Nov  29th. 

M  Inner  London :  Kings  Cross  development,  no  reports  were  received  from  this  site 
where  up  to  six  pairs  have  nested  in  recent  years.  Regent’s  Park,  80  on  Mar  31st. 
Whitehall/Downing  Street,  one  or  two  birds  regularly  present  in  June  on  ledges  of 
the  Foreign  Office  building.  St  James’s  Park,  the  resident  adult  with  yellow  legs 
was  present  all  year  and  probably  bred,  paired  with  a  pink-legged  individual.  St 
Pancras  Church*  one  sitting  on  a  nest  which  was  later  abandoned. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  c200  flew  E  on  Jan  22nd. 

S  Walton  Res,  20  on  Oct  31st  was  the  only  record. 

0592.02  Yellow-legged  Herring  Gull 

The  high  totals  of  last  year  were  maintained  again  this  year  with  peak  counts  of  200 
(80%  adults)  at  Rainham  and  105  at  Swanscombe  in  August.  It  is  difficult  to  assess 
the  true  numbers  of  birds  present  in  the  Area  due  to  possibility  of  extensive 
interchange  of  birds  between  Rainham  and  Swanscombe,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  presence  of  big  flocks  in  future  years  will  largely  depend  on  the  availability  of 
suitable  refuse  tips.  As  is  always  the  case  peak  figures  were  reached  in  August  with 
lesser  peaks  in  July  and  September.  The  counts  away  from  the  Lower  Thames  were 
typically  very  modest,  12  at  Queen  Mary  being  the  next  best  count.  All  records  are 
given  in  the  table  below  in  the  form  of  monthly  peak  counts  at  each  site. 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar  Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Aveley  Landfill 

3 

- 

-  - 

- 

3 

4 

5 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Nazeing  GP 

1 

4 

2 

King  George  V  Res 

1 

1 

Rainham  Marsh 

1 

1 

-  - 

- 

10 

40 

200 

80 

5 

- 

- 

West  Thurrock 

1 

— 

—  — 

- 

37 

50 

50 

6 

20 

1 

— 

Wm  Girling  Res 

- 

— 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

3 

2 

H 

Amwell  GP 

1 

- 

1 

M 

Queen  Mary  Res 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Staines  Res 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

4 

8 

- 

- 

- 

1 

B 

Horton 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

K 

Crayford  Marsh 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Dartford  Marsh 

— 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

12 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Swanscombe 

— 

- 

-  — 

- 

— 

12 

105 

1 

4 

1 

- 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

7 

1 

-  - 

1 

- 

- 

— 

2 

- 

2 

7 

Beddington  SF 

- 

- 

-  - 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

River  Thames/Bames 

- 

1 

-  - 

- 

- 

4 

2 

2 

2 

- 

1 

Walton  Res 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Others 

1 

- 

-  - 

- 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

14 

3 

1 

3 

55 

134 

391 

92 

37 

12 

16 

M 

Inner  London : 

Regent’ 

s  Park, 

one  on 

Jan 

3rd 

and 

two 

on  Feb  18th. 

Whitehall/Downing  Street,  one  or  two  in  June. 

S  Inner  London :  Lambeth  Pier,  singles  on  Apr  22nd,  May  19th,  28th  and  Dec  14th  to 


15  th. 

0598  Iceland  Gull  '  Larus  glaucoides 

E  Nazeing  GP,  a  second-winter  on  Jan  10th  (SO)  and  the  same  at  Wm  Girling  Res 
on  Jan  1 1th  (RMC,ACy). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  a  first-winter  for  20  minutes  on  Feb  16th  on  Lower  Highgate 
Pond  (MAH).  King  George  VI  Res,  a  first-winter  seen  daily  from  Jan  1st  to  5th 
(AVM,PN  et  al ). 

Three  birds  is  a  good  total,  all  records  falling  in  the  usual  January  and  February 
period. 

0599  Glaucous  Gull  Larus  hyperboreus 

E  Aveley  Landfill,  a  first-winter  on  Mar  20th  (GRE).  Nazeing  GP,  a  first-winter  on 
Feb  19th  (SCr)  and  an  adult  on  Feb  20th  (SC/\PJV).  King  George  V  Res,  a  first- 
winter  on  Jan  24th  (JF)  and  Feb  15th  (RMC)  was  also  seen  at  Wm  Girling  Res  on 
the  same  dates  (RMC,ACy,PJV). 

Five  birds  is  average  for  the  last  four  years,  but  still  well  down  on  the  average  for 
the  four  years  from  1985-88  which  was  nearly  14.  Nevertheless  these  low  totals 
were  a  reflection  of  nationally  poor  winter  totals,  particularly  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

0600  Great  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  marinus 

Always  the  least  common  of  the  regular  large  gulls  in  London,  the  few  roost 
counts  this  year  provide  few  statistics  for  long  term  analysis;  hopefully  the  January 
1993  gull  roost  survey  will  allow  a  more  accurate  assessment  of  current  trends.  All 
counts  of  ten  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  300  on  Aug  22nd,  100  on  Oct  17th,  300  on  Oct  29th  and  100  on 
Dec  28th. 
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H  Amwell  GP,  ten  on  Nov  28th,  46  on  Dec  30th.  Rye  Meads,  17  on  Jan  4th,  45  on 
24th.  Tilehouse  North  GP,  25  on  Jan  25th.  West  Hyde,  57  on  Jan  1st. 

M  Inner  London :  Old  Street,  EC1,  one  flew  NE  on  Oct  19th.  Regent’s  Park,  singles 
on  Jan  6th,  13th  and  Mar  19th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  15  on  July  30th,  20  on  Aug  1st,  15th,  100  on  Sept  28th  and  33  on 
Dec  1st. 

S  Walton  Res,  21  on  Oct  17th  and  29th,  50  on  Nov  5th  and  66  on  Nov  20th.  Inner 
London :  Hays  Wharf,  one  on  Jan  3rd.  Southwark  Bridge,  one  on  Jan  20th. 

0602  Kittiwake  Rissa  tridactyla 

All  records  are  given  and  refer  to  adults  unless  stated. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Mar  24th  (DL)  and  28th  (PJV)  and  two  on  Dec  13th 
(SCr).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Mar  14th  (AAB  et  al ).  West  Thurrock,  17  on 
May  10th  (PJV). 

M  Brent  Res,  a  juvenile  on  Aug  1st  and  2nd  (ASMS  et  al)  and  another  from  Aug  9th 
to  17th  (ASMS,RJW  et  al)  which  was  subsequently  found  dead.  Queen  Mary  Res, 
singles  on  Apr  12th,  Aug  3rd  and  Sept  3rd  (CL,DJM^).  Staines  Res,  13  on  May 
10th  arrived  from  the  E  at  09.55  hrs,  but  only  one  remained  after  12.30  hrs  (AVM). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  Dec  31st  (RA). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  flew  NW  on  Apr  19th  (NPS).  Beddington  SF,  four  on  Mar 
15th  (GDJM),  one  flew  W  on  Mar  16th  (GDJM,RDW),  a  juvenile  on  Aug  8th 
(JPA,GDJM),  two  (1  juv)  on  Nov  8th  (GDJM,AG/z)  and  one  juvenile  on  Nov  15th 
(GDJM).  Holmethorpe  SP,  23  (five  immatures)  at  14.30  hrs  on  Mar  13th  stayed 
briefly  before  leaving  to  the  NW  (JBe).  Walton  Res,  one  found  dead  on  Mar  29th 
(SJS). 

About  20  records  of  76  birds  is  a  good  total;  the  three  large  spring  passage  flocks  - 
at  Holmethorpe  (23),  West  Thurrock  (17)  and  Staines  (13)  -  were  of  note. 

0611  Sandwich  Tern  Sterna  sandvicensis 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Sept  23rd  (TJH).  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  Sept  4th 
and  10th  (DL,GCG).  Nazeing  GP,  one  on  Sept  19th  (KB,GJW).  Walthamstow  Res, 
five  flew  S  on  Sept  20th  (PL).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug  30th  (MKD,SRP,PJV). 
Wm  Girling  Res,  three  on  Sept  16th  and  five  on  Sept  23rd  (SCr). 

H  Amwell  GP,  two  on  Sept  25th  (BR,GJW).  Rye  Meads,  28  on  Sept  19th  and  16  on 
Oct  3rd  (RMRG). 

M  Dartmouth  Park,  NW5,  one  flew  E  on  July  14th  from  the  direction  of  Hampstead 
Heath  (TJL«).  Queen  Mary  Res,  two  on  Sept  4th  (CL)  and  31  on  Sept  17th  (ELC). 
Ruislip  Lido,  two  on  Sept  4th  (JE).  Staines  Res,  two  on  Apr  24th  (FRC),  one  on 
May  15th  (AVM)  and  two  flew  S  on  Sept  19th  (PN).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park, 
one  flew  SW  at  1 1.45  hrs  on  Sept  6th  (ARD). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  May  24th  (CDRH). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  May  26th  (BEW).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  three  on  July  19th 
(BEW).  Thamesmead,  one  on  Sept  22nd  and  six  flew  W  on  Sept  27th  (NRW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Apr  26th  (GJH«),  one  on  Aug  20th  (NPS),  two  on  Aug 
29th  (BPA),  two  flew  SSW  on  Sept  4th  (JWM)  and  two  flew  SW  on  Sept  18th 
(JPPW).  Beddington  SF,  one  on  Sept  11th  (GDJM),  one  on  Sept  12th  (PRA),  two 
on  Sept  24th  (AMP)  and  two  on  Sept  26th  (GDJM).  Holmethorpe  SP,  two  on  Sept 
11th  (JKCG).  Island  Bam  Res,  two  on  Sept  19th  (ML).  Richmond  Park,  four  flew 
W  on  Sept  19th  (BH).  South  Norwood  CP,  one  on  July  16th  (JJW).  Walton  Res, 
one  on  May  15th  (MDv). 
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1991  Additional  Record 

E  West  Thurrock  PS,  14  on  Sept  5th  and  three  on  Sept  12th  (CL). 

A  good  scattering  of  records  across  the  Area  with  a  distinctly  better  than  average 
autumn  passage.  About  37  records  of  142  birds  included  three  large  flocks  (all  in 
the  autumn)  -  28  and  16  at  Rye  Meads  and  31  at  Queen  Mary  -  the  latter  being  the 
largest  group  in  London  since  40  at  Swanscombe  in  August  1975. 

0615  Common  Tern  Sterna  hirundo 

Another  record  year  with  a  minimum  of  132  pairs,  103  of  which  reared  a  minimum 
total  of  137  young.  The  number  of  pairs  breeding  in  London  has  more  than 
doubled  in  the  last  seven  years. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  one  pair  summered  and  probably  bred.  Berwick  Ponds,  one  pair 
summered  and  probably  attempted  to  breed.  Dagenham  Chase,  one  pair  summered. 
Walthamstow  Res,  15  pairs  bred,  of  which  11  pairs  were  successful.  Weald  Park, 
one  pair  stayed  for  ten  days  in  May. 

H  Amwell  GP,  nine  pairs  bred  rearing  18  young.  Cheshunt  GP,  six  pairs  nested 
rearing  14  young.  Rye  Meads,  33  pairs  bred  rearing  67  young.  Stocker’s  Lake,  five 
pairs  attempted  to  breed,  but  only  two  young  were  reared  due  to  high  water  levels. 

M  Brent  Res,  1 1  pairs  bred.  Moorhall  GP,  three  pairs  bred  rearing  at  least  three 
young.  Ponders  End  Lake,  one  pair  bred  rearing  two  young.  Staines  Res,  36  pairs 
rearing  at  least  31  young.  Stoke  Newington  Res,  one  pair  bred.  Wood  Green  Res, 
one  pair  bred  but  abandoned  the  nest  following  disturbance  by  workmen. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  four  pairs  bred. 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  one  pair  rearing  two  young.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res/Walton 
Res,  about  ten  pairs  bred. 

0615/6  Common/Arctic  Tern 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarised  here,  together  with  unspecified 
observations  of  Common/Arctic  Terns.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Nazeing 
GP  on  Apr  9th,  closely  followed  by  singles  at  King  George  VI  Res  on  Apr  12th 
and  Walton  Res  on  Apr  14th.  Three  were  at  Cheshunt  GP  on  17th,  but  the 
following  day  18  had  arrived  at  Rye  Meads.  Birds  were  reported  from  many  sites 
by  Apr  21st;  the  only  significant  counts  of  passage  birds  during  the  rest  of  April 
were  34  and  70  at  Nazeing  GP  on  23rd  and  26th,  respectively,  and  35  at  West 
Thurrock  on  25th.  Perhaps  surprisingly  there  were  no  large  counts  away  from 
breeding  areas  in  May. 

The  autumn  passage  began  to  get  underway  during  July  w  ith  40  at  West  Thurrock 
on  11th,  rising  to  70  by  25th  and  elsewhere  there  were  18  at  Dartford  Marsh  and 
17  at  Staines  Res,  both  on  22nd.  During  August  there  were  a  few  isolated  counts 
early  in  the  month,  most  notably  60  at  West  Thurrock  on  2nd  and  70  at  Queen 
Mary  Res  on  5th,  followed  by  80  at  West  Thurrock  on  15th  and  50  at  King  George 
V  Res  on  17th.  A  clear,  but  seemingly  isolated,  movement  took  place  on  Aug  20th 
when  170  flew  SW  over  Bam  Elms  followed  by  a  more  widespread  passage  on 
22nd  when  there  were  100  at  West  Thurrock,  47  at  Staines  and  a  further  127  flying 
SW  over  Bam  Elms  and  32  over  Fulham  (different  from  Bam  Elms  birds).  Another 
wave  of  movement  followed  on  30th  with  a  massive  400  at  King  George  V.  155  at 
Bam  Elms,  70  over  Beddington  SF,  25  over  South  Norwood  CP  and  18  at  Hilfield 
Park  Res.  September  began  in  a  similar  vein  on  6th  with  another  impressive 
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passage:  150  flew  S  over  Staines  in  one  hour  and  another  123  flew  S  over 
Wraysbury  Res  in  7.5  minutes,  both  in  the  late  afternoon,  other  counts  were  100  at 
West  Thurrock,  53  at  Queen  Mary  and  50  at  Bam  Elms.  Totals  declined  slowly 
after  this,  on  11th  there  were  24  at  Hilfield  Park  and  still  30  at  Bam  Elms,  the 
following  day  43  were  still  at  Queen  Mary  and  24  headed  over  Beddington  on 
13th.  The  only  significant  counts  after  this  were  33  flying  upriver  at  Thamesmead 
on  18th  and  40  at  West  Thurrock  on  26th.  The  latter  site  claimed  the  only  October 
record,  and  the  last  report  of  the  year,  with  two  on  4th. 

An  interesting  series  of  so  called  ‘ portlandica ’  type  first-summer  birds  was  noted 
in  Essex:  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  Aug  17th,  19th  and  22nd  and  West 
Thurrock,  one  from  July  14th  to  17th,  three  on  July  19th  and  two  on  Aug  29th. 

M  Inner  London :  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  two  flew  over  on  May  8th.  Camley 
Street  Natural  Park,  singles  on  June  16th,  30th,  July  7th  and  16th.  Grand  Union 
Canal  at  Little  Venice,  W2,  two  on  June  28th,  one  on  July  4th.  Regent’s  Park, 
singles  on  June  16th,  17th,  18th,  three  on  19th,  one  on  22nd,  23rd,  24th  and  two  on 
25th. 

0616  Arctic  Tern  Sterna  paradisaea 

A  rather  disappointing  spring  total  of  36  bird/days  was  well  down  on  49 1  last  year; 
the  best  spring  count  being  14  at  King  George  V  Res.  The  autumn  passage  was, 
however,  much  better  than  average  with  113  bird/days  (compared  with  81  in 
1991).  The  count  of  11  at  Staines  on  Sept  6th  is  of  note,  although  probably 
accounted  for  by  the  exceptional  tern  passage  taking  place  on  that  day.  The  first 
bird  of  the  year  was  at  Cheshunt  GP  on  Apr  12th  and  the  last  of  the  year  was  at 
West  Thurrock  on  Sept  26th. 

E  Barking,  one  on  Sept  6th  (MKD).  King  George  V  Res,  two  on  Apr  15th  (PJV),  one 
on  May  1st  and  14  on  2nd  (KM),  three  on  Aug  22nd,  one  on  24th  (SCr),  two  on 
30th  (DL)  and  three  on  Sept  7th  (SCr).  Nazeing  GP,  two  on  Apr  20th  (GJW),  one 
on  May  3rd  (AAB)  and  one  on  9th  (NM).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug  29th 
(SRP).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Apr  23rd  (PL).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  May  16th 
(MKD,SRP,PJV),  two  on  Aug  4th  (CL),  two  on  21st  (MKD),  one  on  22nd  (PJV), 
one  on  24th  (JG/?),  three  on  26th  (AAB),  four  on  29th  (MKD),  one  on  31st  (SRP), 
one  on  Sept  6th  (PJV),  three  on  13th  (SRP)  and  one  on  26th  (AAB). 

H  Am  well  GP,  two  on  Apr  15th  (BR,GJW).  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  Apr  12th  (GJW). 
Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  May  14th  (GSE).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Sept  22nd 
(RRD). 

M  Brent  Res,  two  on  Aug  31st  (ASMS)  and  one  from  Sept  10th  to  13th  (WHCG). 
Broadwater  GP,  singles  on  Aug  8th  and  Sept  2nd  (CL)  and  three  on  Sept  13th 
(GJW).  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  May  14th  (CL),  five  on  July  25th,  six  on  29th 
(DJMs),  singles  on  30th  and  Aug  6th  (CL),  two  on  Aug  23rd  and  30th 
(CJH,AVM,PN),  one  on  Sept  4th  (CL),  six  on  6th  (RBH),  two  on  11th,  one  on  12th 
(AVM,PN)  and  one  on  Sept  18th  and  20th  (CL,PN).  Staines  Res,  two  on  Apr  29th 
(DJMs,PN),  four  on  30th  (CL),  three  on  May  5th  (FRC),  one  on  Aug  20th  and  22nd 
(PN),  one  on  31st,  three  on  Sept  1st  (CL),  two  on  2nd  (AVM),  1 1  on  6th  (AVM,PN) 
and  one  on  7th  and  15th  (CL).  Wraysbury  Res,  one  flew  S  on  Sept  6th  (AVM,PN). 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  one  on  Aug  10th  (CJH). 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  seven  on  Aug  16th  (TRS).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Aug  4th 
(BEW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  eight  on  Aug  20th,  one  on  Sept  12th  and  one  on  13th  (NPS). 
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Beddington  SF,  one  on  Aug  30th  (GDJM,AMP).  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  Sept 
1 1th  (JKCG).  Island  Bam  Res,  one  on  Sept  6th  (SJS).  Walton  Res,  singles  on  Aug 
10th  (CL),  12th  and  Sept  6th  (SJS). 

1991  Additional  Record 

E  West  Thurrock,  two  on  Sept  5th  and  one  on  Sept  12th  (CL). 

0624  Little  Tern  Sterna  albifrons 

Another  good  year  with  16  records  of  45  birds,  only  four  of  the  16  records  were 
during  the  spring  with  the  rest  in  the  autumn.  The  flock  at  Queen  Mary  on  Sept 
11th  (a  day  of  strong  Black  and  Common  Tem  passage)  is  the  second  largest  seen 
in  the  Area,  following  the  flock  of  19  at  the  same  venue  in  September  1987  (there 
was  also  a  separate  flock  of  14  there  the  same  day).  All  flocks  of  ten  or  more  in 
London  (eight  in  all)  have  occurred  between  Aug  20th  and  Oct  3rd. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Aug  29th  (KM),  three  on  Aug  30th  (PJV).  West 
Thurrock,  three  on  Aug  2nd  (MAH). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  July  29th  (BH.DJMs),  three  on  Aug  1st  (AVM,PN),  three 
on  Aug  2nd  (DJMs),  two  on  Aug  30th  (CJH,DJMs,PN),  one  on  Aug  31st 
(CJH,PN),  18  at  dusk  on  Sept  11th  (AVM,PN)  and  five  on  Sept  12th  (RBH). 
Staines  Res,  one  on  Apr  23rd  (DJMs,PN),  two  on  May  25th  (FRC)  and  one  on  Aug 
31st  (NA«,CL). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Aug  10th  (BEW). 

S  River  Thames  at  Kingston,  one  on  Apr  23rd  (RJH,AWP).  Walton  Res,  one  on  Apr 
28th  (JJW). 

0627  Black  Tern  Chlidonias  niger 

A  disappointing  spring  passage  this  year  with  no  flock  of  more  than  nine  birds, 
was  followed  by  a  spectacular,  and  completely  unprecedented,  autumn  as  wave 
upon  wave  of  birds  swept  in  from  the  continent  across  the  Area.  The  total  of  2,486 
bird/days  for  the  year  is  staggering  and  the  previous  largest  flock  totals  were 
knocked  out  of  sight.  The  table  below  shows  the  bird/day  distribution  by  month 
and  county. 


Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Totals 

Essex 

2 

9 

2 

1 

209 

734 

- 

957 

Herts 

— 

11 

— 

— 

17 

78 

— 

106 

Middx 

— 

48 

— 

11 

206 

417 

— 

682 

Bucks 

— 

— 

— 

- 

57 

- 

- 

57 

Kent 

- 

- 

— 

- 

2 

16 

— 

18 

Surrey 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

660 

2 

666 

Totals 

3 

68 

2 

12 

494 

1905 

2 

2486 

The  first  bird  of  the  year  arrived  at  Nazeing  GP  on  Apr  23rd  with  another  at  Bam 
Elms  Res  the  next  day  and  one  at  King  George  V  Res  on  28th.  These  were  the  only 
April  records.  This  trickle  of  birds  continued  into  May  with  one  at  Nazeing  on  5th. 
but  no  more  until  13th  when  there  were  two  at  Staines,  although  the  following  day 
this  rose  to  seven  when  there  were  three  each  at  Fairlop  and  Hilfield  Park  Res. 
Between  May  15th  and  24th  birds  were  randomly  scattered  across  the  Area, 
involving  47  birds  at  nine  sites,  with  peak  flocks  of  six  at  Staines  on  18th,  seven  at 
Broadwater  GP  on  22nd  and  nine  on  24th.  The  only  June  record  was  of  a  single  at 
Dagenham  Chase  on  9th  and  10th. 

July:  The  first  of  the  returning  autumn  migrants  were  singles  at  West  Thurr 
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and  Staines  on  1 1th,  followed  by  four  at  Staines  on  24th  and  one  at  Queen  Mary  on 
28th. 

August:  Two  birds  were  at  West  Thurrock  on  2nd  but  there  were  no  more  until 
7th  when  12  appeared  at  Staines,  rising  to  15  the  next  day.  Over  the  next  ten  days, 
apart  from  a  count  of  14  at  King  George  V  Res  on  14th,  up  to  four  birds  were  at 
seven  sites  across  the  Area.  On  19th  a  marked  passage  took  place  in  west  London 
with  77  at  Staines,  55  at  Queen  Mother  Res  and  41  at  Queen  Mary,  followed  by  18 
at  Nazeing  on  20th.  Further  waves  followed  on  23rd  with  17  at  King  George  V, 
with  further  counts  at  this  site  of  28  on  24th  and  26  on  29th,  rising  to  an  impressive 
80  on  30th.  Throughout  the  period  from  Aug  18th  to  Sept  5th  up  to  eight  birds 
were  reported  from  many  waters  across  the  region.  This  impressive,  but  rather 
randomly  scattered,  passage  did  not  prepare  anyone  for  what  was  about  to  happen. 

September:  Sunday  Sept  6th  was  a  seemingly  fairly  ordinary  day  with  fresh 

south-southeasterly  winds  but  as  the  day  wore  on  it  became  apparent  that  a  massive 

displacement  of  Black  Terns  was  taking  place  across  South  East  England  (10,000 

flew  past  Dungeness  in  Kent  for  instance)  with  many  birds  mostly  moving  west  up 

the  River  Thames.  Counts  in  London  were  as  follows:  300  at  West  Thurrock,  200 
# 

at  Barking,  60  at  Westminster  Bridge,  265  at  Bam  Elms,  140  at  Staines  and  20  at 
Tyttenhanger  GP.  Quite  probably,  there  was  considerable  duplication  involved  with 
these  sightings  so  it  is  difficult  to  suggest  an  overall  total  of  the  number  of  birds 
involved,  but  a  figure  of  600  is  probably  more  accurate  than  the  absolute  maximum 
of  1,000.  Just  when  it  seemed  that  things  had  returned  to  normal  another  surge  took 
place  on  11th  with  80  at  Staines,  47  at  Hilfield  Park,  37  at  Queen  Mary,  22  at 
Nazeing  and  20  at  Bam  Elms  and  even  more  on  13th  with  216  at  Bam  Elms,  100  at 
West  Thurrock,  30  over  Dulwich  and  20  at  Rainham.  Numbers  during  the  rest  of 
September  remained  unseasonally  high  with  peak  counts  of  six  at  King  George  V 
and  Staines  on  17th,  seven  at  Queen  Mary  on  18th,  seven  at  West  Thurrock  on 
20th,  five  at  Queen  Mary  on  26th  and  six  at  Bam  Elms  on  29th. 

October:  The  last  birds  of  the  year,  and  the  only  October  records,  were  singles 
at  Island  Bam  and  Walton  reservoirs  on  Oct  3rd. 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  N  on  May  23rd  and  three  flew  SW  on  Sept 
9th  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London :  River  Thames  at  Westminster  Bridge,  60  flew  W  at  10.40  hrs  on 
Sept  6th  (MAH). 
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0628  White-winged  Black  Tern  Chlidonias  leucopterus 

E  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  juvenile  found  on  Sept  13th  was  still  present  on  14th  until 
19.00  hrs  when  it  flew  off  to  the  NE  (BR  et  al). 

The  24th  London  record  and  the  first  for  this  venue,  but  rather  surprisingly  only 
the  second  in  the  Lea  Valley.  Fifteen  of  the  first  17  records  were  in  south  west 
London,  the  last  in  1978,  since  when  all  records  have  been  in  east  London. 

0647  Little  Auk  Alle  alle 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Oct  30th,  first  seen  on  Long 
Water  at  14.20  hrs,  moved  onto  the  adjacent  Serpentine  ten  minutes  later  where  it 
was  watched  down  to  30  metres  (RHK).  It  had  left  within  30  minutes  of  the  last 
sighting. 

A  typical  date.  Unlike  the  two  records  in  October  last  year,  which  coincided  with  a 
huge  passage  of  Little  Auks  along  the  coasts  of  east  and  south  east  England,  this 
bird  turned  up  at  a  time  when  there  were  no  marked  coastal  movements. 
Interestingly  this  is  the  second  record  for  Kensington  Gardens,  the  first  being  on 
Dec  31st  1929. 

0654  Puffin  Fratercula  arctica 

M  Hounslow,  one  found  on  a  school  playing  field  on  Nov  10th  (RSPCA  per  S. 
Jones).  It  was  subsequently  taken  to  an  animal  hospital  in  Norfolk  and  released  on 
the  coast  at  Brancaster. 

K  Thamesmead,  one  on  Jan  27th  flew  into  the  side  of  a  house  and  was  taken  into 
care.  It  subsequently  recovered  and  was  released  (per  NRW). 

The  third  and  fourth  since  1986  (about  74  birds  in  all),  as  is  often  the  case  with  this 
auk  both  birds  were  picked  up  by  members  of  the  public. 

0665  Feral  Rock  Dove  Columba  livia 

This  common  resident  of  urban  and  suburban  areas  has  continued  to  spread  onto 
farmland  and  into  some  of  the  rural  parts  of  the  London  Area.  By  far  the  largest 
numbers  outside  central  London  were  in  Essex,  including  flocks  of  1.500  on  Oct 
17th  and  350  on  Nov  14th  at  Hainault  Forest,  250  on  Feb  8th  at  Rainham  Marsh 
and  up  to  150  at  Romford  town  centre  in  October  and  the  same  number  at  both 
Corbets  Tey  and  Collier  Row  in  October/November.  Elsewhere  three  figure  flocks 
were  recorded  at  the  Thames-side  marshes  in  Kent  in  January  and  December,  up 
to  130  were  present  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  Nov  15th  and  331  were  at  Thornton 
Heath  on  May  31st.  In  Central  London  the  flock  in  the  Trafalgar  Square  area 
exceeded  2,000  birds  at  the  close  of  the  year  while  at  least  150  were  present  in 
Kensington  Gardens  for  much  of  August.  More  reports  of  the  various  populations 
in  Central  London  would  be  welcomed. 

0668  Stock  Dove  Columba  oertas 

This  widely  distributed  but  often  local  resident  was  found  in  60  localities  during  the 
year,  a  similar  spread  of  sites  to  last  year.  At  least  160  pairs  were  located  which 
represents  a  40%  increase.  At  Hainault  Forest  eight  territories  were  reported  (only 
3-5  in  recent  years)  while  other  apparently  healthy  population  reports  came  from 
Cassiobury  Park  seven  pairs,  Hampstead  Heath  ten  plus  pairs  (increase),  Osterley 
Park  20+  pairs  (15  pairs  in  1991,  ten  pairs  in  1990)  and  Richmond  Park  seven  plus 
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pairs.  As  usual  most  of  the  reports  came  from  Essex,  Herts  and  Middx  but  there  was 
also  a  welcome  increase  in  reports  from  the  Surrey  sector.  Outside  the  breeding 
season  the  largest  flocks  included  120  at  Bedfont  on  Mar  2nd,  209  at  Broadwater 
GP  on  Nov  3rd,  200  at  Feltham  in  late  February,  310  at  Holmethorpe  on  Mar  18th 
and  120  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  early  March.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens,  at  least  two  pairs  present  (RHK).  Regent’s 
Park,  three  on  Mar  3rd  (ARD). 

0670  Woodpigeon  Columba  palumbus 

Following  the  influx  during  the  autumn  of  1991,  numbers  remained  high  during 
January  and  early  February.  The  largest  flocks  were  600  at  both  Hainault  Forest 
and  Amwell  in  January /February,  800  at  Potters  Crouch  on  Jan  24th  and  1,500  at 
Queen  Mary  Res  on  Jan  18th.  It  was  widely  reported  in  the  breeding  season  from  a 
variety  of  urban,  suburban  and  rural  habitats.  The  only  breeding  counts  of  note 
came  from  Hainault  Forest  where  20-30  pairs  bred,  a  slight  increase  on  recent 
years.  More  breeding  season  counts  would  be  welcome. 

The  first  major  influx  of  the  autumn  occurred  on  the  relatively  early  date  of  Sept 
12th  when  500+  were  noted  at  Hampstead  Heath.  A  more  general  influx  was  noted 
in  several  areas  in  early  November  -  particularly  on  the  6th.  At  least  600  moved  S 
over  Beddington  SF  on  Nov  8th  but  by  far  the  largest  flocks  of  the  year  were  in 
December:  1,000  at  Salisbury  Hall  on  Dec  20th  and  12,000  moving  SW  over  Park 
Street  in  two  groups  on  Dec  3rd.  Notable  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  bred;  500  SW  in  six  groups  on  Nov  6th. 

S  Inner  London:  Bankside  PS,  bred.  Burgess  Park,  present  all  year  with  maximum  of 
77  on  Sept  12th. 

0684  Collared  Dove  Streptopelia  decaoctc 

Numbers  have  reached  something  of  a  plateau  in  many  areas  with  few  reports  of 
any  further  increase.  This  species  is  widely  distributed  in  most  suburban  areas  and 
can  be  quite  numerous  where  it  is  found  as  the  35-40  pairs  between  Havering 
Village  and  Romford  indicate.  At  least  four  territories  were  found  in  Dagnam  Park 
where  it  was  described  as  having  a  good  year.  The  Jersey  Farm  area  of  Herts  had 
its  second  and  third  breeding  records  following  the  first  in  1991.  Early  nests  were 
reported  from  Ruxley  GP  where  a  bird  was  incubating  on  Feb  17th  and  Bromley 
where  a  bird  was  incubating  on  Jan  1 1th,  hatching  one  young  by  Feb  17th  only  to 
be  eaten  by  a  cat  on  the  18th!  Outside  the  breeding  season  small  flocks  were 
widely  reported  with  the  largest  120  at  Ongar  on  Dec  26th  and  170  at  Batlers 
Green  on  Jan  5th. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  26th  and  Aug  7th.  No  breeding 
reported  this  year. 

0687  Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  turtur 

The  first  migrant  was  at  Oxhey  on  the  very  early  date  of  Apr  6th  with  the  main 
arrival  not  being  until  nearly  three  weeks  later.  It  remains  a  widely  distributed  but 
local  summer  resident  of  mainly  rural  areas  but  is  certainly  less  numerous  than 
twenty  years  ago.  However  a  slight  increase  was  noted  at  Hainault  Forest  and  good 
numbers  were  present  in  the  Berwick  Ponds  area.  In  contrast  only  one  territory  was 
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found  at  Ongar  Park  Wood  where  three  had  been  present  in  1991.  Relatively  few 
were  found  in  either  Middlesex  or  Kent  where  they  are  genuinely  scarce  and  still 
declining.  Few  were  reported  during  the  autumn  and  at  Dagnam  Park  it  was 
reported  as  scarcer  than  usual  during  August  and  September.  The  last  bird  of  the 
year  was  at  Crystal  Palace  on  Sept  27th.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  15th,  18th  and  19th  and  on  Sept  2nd 
(ARD). 

0712  Ring-necked  Parakeet  Psittacula  krameri 

The  population  of  the  London  Area  continues  to  grow  with  a  minimum  of  700 
birds  reported  from  well  over  50  localities.  At  a  conservative  estimate  at  least  150 
pairs  are  breeding  mainly  in  the  south  west  and  in  Kent  but  few  actual  nests  are 
reported.  Roosts  in  Kent,  Bucks  and  particularly  Middx  peaked  at  over  50  birds 
including  a  new  record  London  flock  of  230  at  Shepperton  in  December.  Very  few 
reports  were  received  from  Essex  but  it  is  becoming  more  widespread  in  Herts. 
Double  figure  flocks,  breeding  records  and  all  records  from  Essex  and  Herts  are 
given. 

E  Leytonstone,  one  on  Nov  26th.  Ongar,  one  on  Apr  11th.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  flew 
E  on  Sept  19th. 

H  Bowyers  GP,  one  on  Feb  23rd  flew  E  into  Essex.  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  July  25th. 
Maple  Lodge  NR,  one  Sept  27th.  Potters  Bar,  one  or  two  in  gardens  in 
January /February  and  again  in  November/December. 

M  Syon  Park,  bred.  Main  counts  were:  Laleham,  63  flew  E  on  Jan  14th,  Staines,  54 
on  Jan  28th  and  71  on  Sept  5th,  Shepperton,  exceptional  numbers  with  up  to  35  in 
February,  65  in  July,  1 13  in  September,  20  in  October,  66  in  November  increasing 
to  a  staggering  230  roosting  on  Dec  22nd  (JAS  et  al).  River  Thames,  Penton  Hook. 
25  on  Aug  24th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park;  singles  on  May  28th  and  Aug  6th 
(ARD). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  100  on  Feb  4th,  40  on  Feb  9th,  ten  on  Dec  6th,  increasing  to  30+ 
on  Dec  20th  and  95  roosting  on  Dec  28th. 

K  Bred  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows  and  Pond  Wood.  Counts  included  Downham,  ten 
plus  in  April,  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  15+  in  January,  11  in  February,  and  14  in 
November,  Hither  Green  Cemetery,  77  on  Jan  6th. 

S  Bred  at  Ham  House.  Largest  counts  were:  13  in  January /February  and  25  in 
November  at  Ham  Lands  and  Richmond  Park,  ten  on  Sept  28th. 

0724  Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus 

The  first  birds  of  the  year  were  at  Cheshunt  GP,  Rye  Meads  and  Wraysbury  GP  on 
Apr  18th  and  most  areas  recorded  their  first  birds  within  the  next  few  days.  The 
species  was  widely  reported  by  the  first  week  of  May  when  up  to  six  were  present  at 
Rye  Meads.  Comments  on  status  were  conflicting  ranging  from  an  increase  noted  at 
Ruslip  to  a  further  decline  at  Hainault  Forest.  At  Rainham  Marsh  numbers  were 
down  on  recent  years  possibly  associated  with  a  corresponding  decrease  in  Reed 
Warbler  territories  -  one  of  its  main  host  species  at  this  site.  It  was  poorly  recorded 
from  Kent  and  from  only  12  sites  in  Surrey.  Any  comments  on  status  or  comparative 
counts  would  be  welcome.  Juveniles  being  fed  by  Dunnocks  were  reported  from 
Dagnam  Park,  Chiswell  Green  and  Stanmore,  while  at  Hilfield  Park  Res,  young  were 
seen  in  the  middle  of  a  Reed  Warbler  colony.  Few  were  seen  after  mid-August  with 
the  last  at  Walthamstow  Res  on  Sept  17th.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 
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M  Inner  London:  Primrose  Hill,  one  flew  E  on  July  17th  (MAH).  Regent’s  Park,  one 
on  Apr  28th  (ARD). 

0735  Barn  Owl  Tyto  alba 

Although  an  improvement  was  noted  in  Herts  and  Surrey  there  was  a  decline  in 
records  from  Essex  -  possibly  due  to  under-recording  -  and  only  one  record  from 
the  Thames-side  marshes  in  Kent.  The  breeding  records  from  Herts  were  most 
welcome  while  elsewhere  the  slight  improvement  may  be  due  in  part  to  re- 
introduction  programmes.  All  reports  of  this  species  should  be  submitted  so  that  an 
accurate  assessment  of  the  population  trends  in  the  London  Area  may  be 
undertaken.  All  records  are  given  but  summarised  for  sensitive  sites. 

E  Bulphan  Fen  area,  one  or  two  pairs  along  The  Mardyke.  Grays  Chalk  Quarry,  one 
pair  probably  bred.  Havering,  one  pair  in  area.  Stratford,  one  seen  in  early  April. 

H  Pairs  summered  and  probably  bred  in  two  areas. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  bird  from  a  re-introduction  programme  in  January  and  early  April. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Aug  13th  was  the  only  record  from  this  sector. 

S  Addlestone,  one  prospecting  farm  buildings  on  Mar  5th.  Betchworth/Reigate  area, 
one  pair  bred  and  another  pair  present  which  possibly  bred. 

0757  Little  Owl  Athene  noctua 

A  minimum  of  54  pairs  were  recorded  from  about  50  sites,  an  improvement  on  last 
year  (see  table  below).  Numbers  were  well  up  in  Essex  and  Surrey  but  this  apparent 
increase  can  probably  be  explained  by  fluctuating  observer  coverage  and  probably 
masks  an  underlying  decline  in  the  former  county.  For  example,  none  could  be 
found  in  Dagnam  Park  -  the  first  blank  year  there  since  at  least  1975  -  while  in  the 
Berwick  Ponds  area  there  has  been  a  75%  decline  since  1980.  However  in  the 
Cobbins  Brook  area  near  Epping  at  least  three  pairs  were  reported  with  no  evidence 
of  any  decline  and  at  Weald  Park  five  pairs  were  found.  The  highest  number  of 
pairs  came  from  Richmond  Park  with  an  impressive  eight  (five  with  young);  this  is 
certainly  one  site  where  the  species  is  doing  very  well.  A  record  from  Dartmouth 
Park  Road,  NW5  on  May  31st  (TJL/?)  is  of  interest  due  to  its  close  proximity  to  the 
Inner  London  boundary  and  being  a  long  distance  from  the  nearest  breeding  birds. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey  Totals 

1991 

9+ 

6+ 

9+ 

— 

1 

10 

35+ 

1992 

17 

7 

8+ 

1  + 

1  + 

20+ 

44+ 

0761  Tawny  Owl 

• 

Strix  aluco 

At  least  75  pairs  were  reported,  almost  exactly  the  same  number  as  last  year, 
making  it  the  most  widespread  of  our  resident  owls.  It  is  the  only  species  to 
penetrate  Inner  London  and  many  inner  suburban  areas.  By  far  the  largest  numbers 
were  in  Essex,  Herts  Middlesex  and  Surrey.  In  Kent  it  was  reported  from  only  five 
sites  including  one  breeding  pair.  Unless  it  is  seriously  under-recorded  there  has 
been  a  dramatic  decline  in  Kent  in  recent  years.  The  largest  breeding 
concentrations  were  eight  pairs  at  Hainault  Forest,  six  pairs  in  Weald  Park  and  four 
pairs  in  Broxboume  Woods.  In  Surrey  there  was  a  slight  decrease  on  Wimbledon 
Common  from  five  to  four  pairs.  In  some  areas,  at  Maple  Lodge  and  in  the  Lea 
Valley  for  example,  breeding  has  been  encouraged  into  less  suitable  habitat  by  the 
provision  of  nest  boxes.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 
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M  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  one  calling  on  three  dates  in  December.  Hyde  Park, 
heard  several  times  during  the  year;  these  may  be  birds  from  Buckingham  Palace. 
Regent’s  Park,  three  males  held  territory  but  only  two  pairs  are  thought  to  have 
bred. 

0767  Long-eared  Owl  Asio  otus 

Following  the  large  influx  in  November  1991  numbers  remained  high  during  the 
first  two  months  of  the  year.  At  least  60  birds  were  present  in  six  major  and  several 
minor  roosts  scattered  across  the  London  Area.  Traditional  roosts  contained  high 
numbers,  particularly  in  Middlesex  and  Kent.  Although  good  numbers  were 
reported  in  early  March,  roosts  soon  dispersed  and  few  were  seen  in  April. 

Two  pairs  probably  bred  at  one  site  in  Herts.  In  addition  a  bird  was  present  at  one 
site  in  Middlesex  in  late  July/August  and  one  pair  may  have  bred  at  a  site  in  Essex. 
It  is  possible  that  it  remains  a  scarce  but  annual  breeder  in  several  parts  of  the 
London  Area. 

In  marked  contrast  to  the  start  of  the  year,  numbers  were  very  low  during  the  last 
quarter  with  only  seven  birds  wintering.  Only  two  main  roosts  were  occupied  and 
none  were  located  in  the  main  Kent  roost.  All  records  are  given  but  summarised 
for  the  main  localities  below. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  up  to  nine  from  January  to  March  with  one  until  Apr  1st;  one  on 
Oct  17th,  two  from  Dec  10th  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Fairlop,  one  on  Jan  6th. 
Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Oct  29th.  Sewardstone  Marsh,  one  on  Mar  28th  had  been 
roosting  in  the  area  for  some  time.  Walthamstow  Res,  three  from  Jan  1st  to  Feb 
26th,  one  remaining  until  Mar  8th. 

H  Two  territories  located  at  one  site  in  May.  Rye  Meads,  two  or  three  in  January  and 
February,  up  to  four  in  March,  two  from  Apr  1st  to  1 1th  and  singles  on  Nov  28th 
and  Dec  5th. 

M  Hillingdon,  one  found  dead  by  A40  on  Mar  17th;  interestingly,  this  site  is  half-way 
between  the  Ickenham  and  Ten  Acre  Wood  Roosts.  Ickenham  Marsh,  up  to  seven 
in  January,  five  in  February,  four  in  March,  two  on  Apr  3rd,  one  on  Apr  12th  and 
19th  and  one  on  Dec  12th  and  19th.  Lower  Feltham,  four  or  five  in 
January /February,  up  to  four  in  March  with  the  last  on  the  18th.  Near  Ten  Acre 
Wood,  up  to  17  in  January  (on  the  2nd),  ten  still  present  on  Jan  15th.  nine  on  Jan 
21st,  up  to  seven  in  February  but  none  reported  after  the  25th.  Osterley  Park,  five 
between  Feb  10th  and  Mar  15th.  Tottenham  Lock,  three  on  Jan  1st.  Tottenham 
Marsh,  one  on  Feb  28th.  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  one  seen  almost  daily  at  dusk 
between  July  7th  and  Aug  14th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  singles  on  Feb  25th  and  29th,  Mar  6th,  8th  and  between  Mar  25th 
and  Apr  1 1th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  12  on  Jan  1st,  eight  on  Jan  1 1th,  six  on  Feb  21st  and  seven  on  Mar 
17th  but  none  in  the  second  winter  period. 

S  Roost  A,  five  in  January  and  February,  four  in  March  and  up  to  three  in  April  with 
the  last  on  25th.  Bookham  Common,  two  in  January  and  February.  Holmethorpe 
SP,  one  between  Mar  29th  and  Apr  26th. 

0768  Short-eared  Owl  Asio  flammeus 

At  least  37  birds  were  present  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  following  the 
moderate  influx  during  October  1991.  About  half  of  these  were  in  Essex  with 
Rainham  Marsh  once  again  being  the  main  site  for  the  species  in  the  London  Area. 
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Good  numbers  remained  well  into  March  and  there  was  evidence  of  a  slight 
passage  in  April. 

In  marked  contrast,  numbers  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  much  lower,  echoing 
Long-eared  Owl.  The  first  autumn  bird  was  at  Dagenham  Chase  on  Sept  18th  and 
although  there  was  a  small  influx  in  October  and  November,  numbers  remained 
low  until  well  into  December  when  there  were  about  26  birds  apparently  wintering. 
Only  six  birds  were  at  Rainham  Marsh  at  the  end  of  the  year  (due  in  part  to  the 
activities  of  falconry  groups,  motorcyclists  etc)  but  a  record  number  of  five  were 
present  at  nearby  Dagenham  Chase  at  the  same  time.  The  following  table 
summarises  records  month  by  month. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Essex 

17 

15 

12 

8 

— 

2 

5 

11 

11 

Others 

20 

13 

10 

2 

5 

— 

6 

8 

15 

Totals 

37 

28 

22 

10 

5 

2 

11 

19 

26 

All  records  are  given  but  summarised  for  the  main  sites. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  on  Apr  21st.  Dagenham  Dock,  one  Jan  25th.  Dagenham  Chase, 
exceptional  numbers  at  this  site  throughout  the  year:  one  from  January  to  February, 
three  in  March  and  early  April  with  the  last  on  Apr  26th;  one  from  Sept  1 8th  to  Oct 
list,  two  until  Oct  31st,  three  in  November  and  up  to  five  in  December. 
Hornchurch  CP,  one  from  Jan  30th  to  Feb  8th.  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Sept 
20th.  Rainham  Marsh,  12  in  January,  ten  in  February,  six  in  March,  four  until  Apr 
27th;  three  from  Oct  29th,  up  to  eight  in  November  but  only  five  or  six  in  December 
-  much  lower  numbers  than  in  recent  winters.  Walthamstow  Res/Marsh  area,  two  in 
January,  three  in  February,  one  on  Mar  8th  and  one  flew  S  on  Apr  24th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  flew  W  on  Oct  26th.  Broad  Colney  Lakes,  one  found  dead  on  Jan 
16th.  Cromer  Hyde,  one  on  Feb  15th.  St  Albans,  one  on  Nov  12th.  Stocker’s 
Farm,  up  to  three  in  December. 

M  Brent  Res,*singles  on  Oct  31st  and  Nov  28th.  Feltham  area,  four  in  January,  three  in 
February,  one  in  March;  up  to  three  from  Nov  29th  and  four  in  December.  Halliford 
Green,  singles  on  Nov  5th  and  10th  and  two  on  Dec  20th.  Perry  Oaks  SF,  up  to 
three  in  March  and  April.  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  22nd.  Tottenham  Marsh,  up 
to  three  from  January  to  March  -  same  as  Walthamstow  (E)  birds.  Yeading  Brook 
Meadows,  seven  in  January,  two  in  February,  one  in  March,  four  on  May  3rd,  one 
on  May  6th  and  two  on  May  7th;  at  the  end  of  the  year  singles  on  Oct  15th  and  Dec 
20th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  N  on  Oct  20th  (ARD). 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  two  on  Jan  2nd.  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  Oct  10th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  or  two  in  January  and  one  on  Apr  20th;  one  on  Dec  5th. 
Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Feb  1st. 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  in  January  /February,  one  on  Mar  28th  and  one  on  May  29th; 
singles  on  Oct  21st,  Nov  21st  and  28th  and  Dec  22nd.  Bletchingley,  one  on  Nov 
3rd.  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Jan  15th. 

0778  Nightjar  Caprimulgus  europaeus 

Only  one  bird  was  located  in  summer  despite  much  searching  of  large  tracts  of 
suitable  habitat  at  the  outer  edge  of  the  Area.  However,  this  single  record,  at  a 
previous  stronghold,  does  give  rise  to  hope  that  the  species  may  re-colonise  the 
area  from  the  expanding  populations  in  Hampshire,  Surrey  and  Suffolk. 

M  Near  Charlton  Village,  one  flushed  at  19.45  hrs  on  Sept  5th  (JAS). 

S  Limpsfield  Chart,  one  churring  male  on  May  21st  (JASP). 
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0795  Swift  Apus  apus 

The  first  arrivals  appeared  at  King  George  V  Res,  Bam  Elms  Res  and  Beddington 
SF  on  Apr  21st  but  within  a  few  days  most  areas  had  reported  their  first  birds. 
There  was  a  general  influx  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  May,  including  counts  of 
500  on  1st  and  800  on  10th  at  Staines  Res.  Passage  continued  well  into  May  - 
some  breeding  colonies  were  not  re-occupied  until  the  end  of  the  third  week  of  the 
month.  At  least  1,000  were  present  at  Walthamstow  Res  on  May  31st. 

There  were  few  reports  of  breeding  status  but  at  Collier  Row,  Romford  one 
breeding  colony  had  declined  by  about  10%  on  recent  years.  More  comparative 
counts  of  breeding  colonies  would  be  welcomed.  In  contrast  to  most  recent  years 
there  were  few  reports  of  large  mid-summer  flocks,  the  largest  being  1,500  at 
Rainham  Marsh  on  June  27th  and  1,000+  at  Beddington  SF  on  July  19th. 

Departure  was  much  later  than  usual,  particularly  in  Middlesex,  Surrey  and  Essex, 
with  several  double  figure  flocks  present  until  mid-September.  The  last  bird  of  the 
year  was  at  Dulwich  GC  on  Oct  1st. 

M/S  Inner  London :  No  definite  breeding  records  but  recorded  from  several  sites  over 
Central  London  from  Apr  30th  to  Sept  12th  with  a  maximum  of  40+  in  the 
Primrose  Hill  area  in  June  and  July. 

0831  Kingfisher  Alcedo  atthis 

With  over  60  pairs  reported  the  species  has  largely  made  good  the  losses  sustained 
in  the  winter  of  1990/91  and  the  population  is  almost  back  to  the  levels  of  1990  (66 
pairs).  Most  were  found  north  of  the  River  Thames  particularly  in  Essex  and  Herts 
and  most  reports  concerned  one  or  two  pairs  only,  but  three  pairs  bred  at  Berwick 
Ponds,  three  at  Amwell  GP  and  five  in  the  Cheshunt  GP  area.  A  pair  breeding  at 
Syon  Park  was  the  observer’s  first  such  record  for  the  locality.  Only  15  pairs  were 
found  in  Kent  and  Surrey  which,  although  representing  an  increase  on  1991.  is  still 
rather  low  compared  with  the  numbers  present  north  of  the  Thames.  Outside  the 
breeding  season  it  was  widely  reported,  particularly  from  late  summer  onwards 
with  peaks  of  six  at  Fishers  Green  in  December,  eight  at  Rye  Meads  on  July  25th 
and  six  at  Pynesfield  GP  on  Nov  5th.  Numbers  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  are 
summarised  in  the  following  table.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records  for  the 
second  year  running. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

1990 

16 

17 

13 

— 

9 

11 

1991 

9 

10 

4 

1 

4 

8 

1992 

14 

17 

12 

2-3 

9 

6 

0856  Green  Woodpecker  Picus  viridis 

Present  in  the  breeding  season  in  over  120  localities  maintaining  the  increase  noted 
in  the  last  three  years.  It  was  well  distributed  throughout  the  London  Area 
particularly  in  Essex,  Herts  and  Middlesex  but  was  again  very  poorly  reported 
from  Surrey.  Most  reports  concerned  between  one  and  three  pairs  while  at  two  well 
monitored  sites  -  Hainault  Forest  (12  pairs)  and  Bricketwood  (7  pairs)  -  numbers 
remained  very  stable  for  the  second  year  running.  There  were  no  Inner  London 
breeding  records.  The  number  of  localities  reporting  the  species  per  county  are 
given  in  the  table  below. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 

20+  30+  28+  11  22  10 
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0876  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  major 

It  remains  the  most  widespread  of  the  woodpeckers  in  the  London  Area  being 
found  in  over  130  localities  during  the  year.  This  represents  a  slight  increase  on 
1991  particularly  in  Bucks  and  Surrey.  It  is  locally  common  in  well  wooded  areas 
including  the  following  counts:  Hainault  Forest  16  pairs  (14-15  in  1991),  Havering 
four  to  five  pairs  (same  as  1991),  Weald  Park,  four  to  five  pairs,  Epping  Forest, 
seven  pairs  in  the  northern  part;  locally  common  elsewhere  in  the  forest,  Ongar 
Park  Wood,  four  (2-3  in  1991),  Northaw  Great  Wood,  five  pairs,  Wormley  Woods, 
12  nests,  Brent  Res,  five  pairs,  Hampstead  Heath,  eight  pairs  (6+  in  1991),  Nower 
Wood,  four  pairs.  Inner  London  records  and  the  number  of  localities  per  county  are 
given  below. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

23 

35+ 

25+ 

8 

14 

16 

15 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  bred.  Kensington  Gardens,  one  drumming  on  Mar 
9th,  one  on  Apr  4th  and  one  on  Nov  27th.  Holland  Park,  two  on  Apr  20th  and  one 
on  Dec  14th. 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Aug  15th  (observer’s  first  record  for  site). 

K  Inner  London:  New  Cross  railway  cutting,  one  on  Apr  26th. 

0887  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  minor 

The  least  frequent  woodpecker  in  the  London  Area,  it  was  none  the  less  reported 
from  about  100  localities  during  the  year  -  a  very  similar  position  to  1991.  Most 
records  came  from  north  of  the  River  Thames  but  more  reports  were  received 
from  Surrey.  Although  most  came  from  well  wooded  areas  it  was  found  in 
suburban  gardens  and  parks  in  some  areas.  The  largest  number  of  breeding  pairs 
were  Hainault  Forest  six  (same  as  1991),  Hampstead  Heath  at  least  four  (2-4  in 
1991),  Bentley  Priory  three  and  Wimbledon  Common  two  (two  in  1991).  Inner 
London  records  and  the  number  of  localities  reporting  the  species  per  county  are 
given  below. 

Inner 

Essex  Herts  Middx  London  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 

18  22  26  1  2  11  20 

M  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  one  present  most  months  (ARD). 

0974  Woodlark  Lullula  arborea 

M  Staines  Res,  one  feeding  on  the  reservoir  bank  on  Oct  18th  and  19th  (APG  et  al ). 

K  Thamesmead,  one  flew  W  calling  on  Nov  20th  (NRW). 

Two  typical  late  autumn  records  reflects  a  good  showing  of  this  barely  annual 
passage  migrant.  Credit  must  go  to  the  observers’  knowledge  of  flight  calls  -  wider 
awareness  of  this  might  indicate  a  more  widespread  passage  of  this  species  through 
the  London  Area. 

0976  Skylark  Alauda  arvensis 

With  the  prevailing  mild  weather,  wintering  numbers  at  the  start  of  the  year  were 
low.  By  far  the  largest  flocks  were  240  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Jan  22nd,  125  in 
January  and  100  in  February  at  Rainham  Marsh,  120  at  Hornchurch  on  Jan  26th 
and  120  at  Corbets  Tey  on  Feb  25th.  Many  localities  reported  below  average 
numbers  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  any 
large  scale  passage  movements  in  March/April. 
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More  comments  on  breeding  status  were  received  this  year.  At  Rainham  Marsh 
numbers  have  stabilised  at  about  95  pairs  following  a  slight  decline  in  the  last  five 
years.  Only  one  or  two  singing  males  were  located  in  the  Barnet  Gate  area  of  Herts 
-  a  decrease  since  1988,  while  at  Wood  Oaks  Farm  eight  pairs  were  breeding.  A 
survey  at  Yeading  Brook  Meadows  revealed  ten  males  singing  and  the  Park  Farm 
CBC  in  Surrey  located  eight  territories.  The  population  of  Wimbledon  Common 
was  unchanged  at  only  one  pair. 

There  was  a  strong  passage  throughout  the  Area  from  mid-October  onwards.  Peak 
counts  at  this  time  included:  King  George  V  Res,  hundreds  moving  S  on  Oct  1 1th, 
Coppetts  Wood  (H)  hundreds  moving  W  on  Oct  31st,  Holmethorpe  SP.  250+  on 
Oct  1 1th,  Beddington  SF,  100  W  on  Oct  31st  and  Dartford  Marsh,  100  on  Oct  29th 
and  180  on  Nov  11th.  At  the  close  of  the  year  numbers  were  again  low,  the  only 
three  figure  flock  being  120  at  Fairlop  on  Dec  23rd.  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below. 

M  Inner  London :  Aberdare  Gardens  NW6,  eight  flew  N  on  Oct  12th.  Regent’s  Park, 
two  on  Oct  7th  and  singles  on  Nov  3rd  and  9th. 

313  Sand  Martin  Riparia  riparia 

The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Walthamstow  Res  on  the  very  early  date  of  Mar 
1st  but  the  main  arrival  was  from  mid-March  onwards.  The  improvement  in  spring 
passage  numbers  noted  in  recent  years  was  well  maintained  this  year  with  one  of 
the  strongest  spring  movements  for  some  time.  Peak  counts  included  150  at 
Berwick  Ponds  on  Apr  22nd,  250  at  Fairlop  on  Apr  21st  and  May  5th.  120  at 
Nazeing  GP  on  Apr  16th,  100  at  Wm  Girling  Res  on  May  15  th,  200+  at  Am  well 
GP  on  Apr  22nd  and  230  on  May  8th,  400  at  Staines  Res  on  May  5th  and  100  at 
Broadwater  GP  on  May  2nd. 

There  was  also  a  marked  improvement  in  breeding  numbers  with  512  nests  at  16 
colonies  (only  245  nests  from  14  colonies  in  1991)  reflecting  the  good  numbers 
reported  on  spring  passage  in  the  last  two  years.  By  far  the  largest  colony  was  at 
Tyttenhanger  GP  with  160  nests,  but  over  100  nests  were  reported  from  both  Essex 
and  Surrey  (see  table  below). 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 

Colonies  7  1+  3  -  2  3 

Nests  131+  160+  69  -  40  112 

Return  passage  began  towards  the  end  of  July  and  reached  a  peak  in  late 
August/early  September.  Large  counts  were  mainly  confined  to  a  few  localities  and 
included  500  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Aug  18th  increasing  to  1,000  on  Sept  5th  and 
500  at  Staines  Res  on  Sept  2nd,  6th,  8th  and  9th.  Very  few  were  seen  after  the  end 
of  September  with  the  last  two  at  Berwick  Ponds  on  Oct  18th.  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  May  4th,  singles  on  May  6th,  June  23rd  and 
Sept  6th  and  two  on  Sept  9th. 

S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Aug  23rd. 

1991  Correction 

S  One  at  Bam  Elms  Res  on  Oct  8th  was  the  last  record  of  the  year. 
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0992  Swallow 


Hirundo  rustica 


The  first  birds  of  the  year  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  and  Oxhey  on  Apr  7th  were 
followed  by  a  scattering  of  other  records  during  the  next  week.  It  was  not  until  the 
third  week  of  April  that  the  main  influx  occurred  when  most  areas  reported  their 
first  birds.  Few  large  flocks  were  reported  on  spring  passage. 

The  few  reports  received  on  breeding  status  all  refer  to  a  continuing  drop  in 
numbers.  At  Hainault  Forest  numbers  are  still  declining,  while  at  Harlow  numbers 
were  below  average.  At  Hayes,  three  pairs  bred  on  the  ex-council  buildings  and  at 
Stocker’s  Farm  20  pairs  bred.  More  reports  of  breeding  numbers  would  be 
welcomed  to  monitor  the  apparent  decline  in  the  London  Area. 

Return  passage  was  well  underway  by  the  beginning  of  September  but  once  again 
few  large  flocks  were  recorded.  Peak  counts  included  200  at  Rye  Meads  on  Sept 
4th  and  5th,  150  at  Hainault  Forest  on  Sept  10th  and  23rd,  200  on  Sept  18th  and 
275  on  26th  at  Amwell  GP,  250  at  Rickmansworth  on  Sept  24th,  115  SW  over 
Hampstead  Heath  on  Sept  6th  and  200  at  Epsom  Common  on  Sept  16th  with  100  S 
there  on  Sept  20th.  Very  few  were  seen  in  October  and  most  had  gone  by  the  24th. 
The  last  birds  of  the  year,  three  at  Wm  Girling  Res,  were  a  month  later  on  Nov 


20th. 


M  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  May  2nd.  Regent’s  Park,  present  from 
Apr  23rd  to  Oct  13th  with  a  maximum  of  19  on  May  6th. 

S  Inner  London:  Burgess  Park,  three  flew  SW  on  Sept  3rd. 


0995  Red-rumped  Swallow 


Hirundo  daurica 


E  Hainault  Forest,  one  flew  E  on  May  23rd  (MKD). 

The  seventh  record  for  the  London  Area  (the  first  since  1987)  came  towards  the 
end  of  a  good  influx  into  Britain  during  April  and  May.  Five  of  the  six  previous 
records  occurred  in  spring  between  Apr  15th  and  June  4th  so  this  record  fits  the 
pattern  well.  Accepted  by  the  BBRC. 

1001  House  Martin  Delichon  urbica 

Two  March  records,  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  the  21st  and  Betchworth  on  the  23rd 
preceded  the  first  main  influx  by  nearly  a  month.  Birds  were  not  really  widespread 
until  early  May  and  few  large  flocks  were  reported  with  200  at  Staines  Res  on  May 
1st,  Stocker’s  Lake  on  May  2nd  and  Amwell  GP  on  May  12th,  and  400  at  Surbiton 
on  June  3rd  being  by  far  the  largest  counts.  As  in  most  recent  years  many  breeding 
colonies  were  not  re-occupied  until  late  May  or  early  June  and  many  reports  were 
of  below  average  breeding  numbers.  At  Rainham  Marsh  a  few  pairs  bred  in  the 
factory  area  but  numbers  at  nearby  Rainham  Village  were  down  by  about  40%  on 
recent  years.  In  the  Romford/Collier  Row  area  colonies  are  at  least  50%  down  on 
ten  years  ago  while  at  Kingshill  Avenue,  Hayes  four  pairs  returned  to  a  shrinking 
colony  -  very  low  numbers  compared  to  previous  years.  Please  could  observers 
send  in  all  breeding  records  in  order  to  ascertain  how  bleak  the  situation  really  is. 

As  in  1991,  autumn  passage  was  much  lighter  than  usual,  with  few  large  feeding 
concentrations.  Peak  movements  occurred  in  September  with  the  following  large 
counts:  Hainault  Forest,  500  on  Sept  23rd,  Amwell  GP,  400  on  Sept  24th,  Rye 
Meads,  400  on  Sept  4th,  Walton  Res,  500  on  Sept  10th,  Dulwich  Woods,  500  flew 
S  on  Sept  24th,  Bam  Elms  Res,  550  on  Sept  15th,  Hogsmill  SF,  400  on  Sept  13th 
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and  Staines  Res,  1,000  on  Aug  30th  and  Sept  13th.  At  Hilfield  Park  Res  a  bird  with 
conspicuous  white  outer  primaries  was  present  on  Sept  1st.  As  with  the  other 
hurundines,  main  departure  was  earlier  than  usual  with  very  few  seen  after  the  first 
week  of  October.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Chipstead  Lake  on  Nov  1st.  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

Inner  London :  Fulham,  four  nests  in  Harboume  Street.  Hyde  Park/  Kensington 
Gardens,  up  to  50  seen  during  August.  Park  Road  NW8,  20  pairs  nested.  Regent’s 
Park,  present  between  Apr  21st  and  Oct  10th.  Regent  Square  E3,  although  feeding 
locally  no  breeding  reported  this  year  in  usual  localities  in  Campbell  Road  and 
Bow  Road.  Sutherland  Avenue  W9,  one  nest. 

Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  30  occupied  nests  just  outside  the  park;  one  albino 
seen  in  late  August.  County  Hall  SE1,  one  pair  bred.  Old  Kent  Road,  two  nests. 
Swan  Road  SE16,  one  nest.  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  ten  in  August. 

1991  Correction 

One  at  Dulwich  on  Nov  29th  was  the  last  record  of  the  year. 

Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  novae seelandiae 


Fairlop,  one  on  May  12th  (NJI). 

The  twelfth  London  record,  the  first  in  May  and  the  latest  spring  record.  Nationally 
this  species  is  far  more  common  in  autumn  than  in  spring;  after  six  consecutive 
autumn  records  the  London  spring/autumn  ratio  is  now  5:7.  As  with  so  many 
scarce  species,  and  passerines  in  particular,  the  London  Area  records  are  contrary 
to  the  national  norm  (see  Hardwick  and  Self,  LBR  56:  183-211). 

Tawny  Pipit  Anthus  campestris 

Beddington  SF,  two  first-year  birds  on  Sept  6th  (GDJM.AMP  et  al). 

The  second  record  of  this  species  for  Beddington  SF  but  only  the  seventh  record 
for  the  London  Area  and  the  first  multiple  occurrence. 
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1008  Olive-backed  Pipit  Anthus  hodgsoni 

E  Chingford,  one  from  Oct  23rd  to  26th  (KM  et  al )  -  see  photograph  opposite  page 
96. 

This  is  the  first  London  record  of  this  eastern  pipit  and  was  the  last  of  a  notable 
national  influx  in  October.  Interestingly,  the  record  followed  an  influx  of  Meadow 
Pipits  into  the  Area.  Although  this  species  is  by  no  means  a  major  national  rarity 
nowadays,  most  records  are  coastal  (Shetland  and  Scilly  in  particular)  so  this  bird 
at  a  very  accessible  site  close  to  the  M25  proved  popular  and  attracted  many 
hundreds  of  admirers.  Proving  that  lightning  can  strike  twice,  the  bird  was  found 
by  the  same  observer  who  found  the  Naumann’s  Thrush  only  a  short  distance  away 
in  1991.  Accepted  by  the  BBRC. 

1009  Tree  Pipit  Anthus  trivialis 

The  number  of  singing  males  recorded  was  similar  to  1991.  As  shown  in  the  table 
this  represents  a  decline  of  almost  50%  since  1989.  The  first  bird  in  spring  was  at 
Dagenham  Chase  on  Mar  21st  and  the  last  birds  of  the  year  were  three  at 
Beddington  SF  on  Oct  10th.  The  summary  shows  the  breeding  season  distribution 
with  numbers  of  singing  males  in  parentheses  -  some  of  these  were  thought  to  be 
only  short-staying  birds.  There  is  no  sign  of  a  recovery  in  the  number  of  breeding 
birds  but  the  population  appears  to  have  stabilised  at  least.  There  were  no  Inner 
London  Records. 

E  Dagnam  Park  (4).  Epping  Forest  (8).  Hainault  Forest  (1).  Ongar  Park  (2).  Weald 
Park  (2). 

H  Broxboume  Woods  (1).  Northaw  Great  Wood  (1).  Tyttenhanger  GP  (1). 

M  Rammey  Marsh  (1-2).  Stanmore  Common  (1). 

S  Headley  Heath  (3).  Limpsfield  Chart  (3-4). 

Number  of  singing  male  Tree  Pipits  in  the  London  Area  1983-92 

Year  83  84  85  86  87  88  89  90  91  92 

No  of  Males  80  70  86  72  87  67  54  28  27-30  28-30 

1011  Meadow  Pipit  Anthus  pratensis 

As  usual,  the  majority  of  records  in  the  breeding  season  came  from  the  Thames 
Marshes  where  there  may  have  been  a  small  increase  in  numbers.  Away  from  the 
Thames  corridor  there  is  a  continuing  decline  in  the  reported  breeding  numbers  on 
commons  and  heaths  across  the  Area. 

The  species  remains  a  common  passage  and  winter  visitor.  The  largest  numbers 
were  noted  in  the  third  and  fourth  weeks  of  September.  At  Rainham  Marsh  500+ 
were  present  on  the  lagoons  on  the  19th  and  20th  and  there  were  counts  of  200+ 
flying  W  at  Amwell  and  289  S  at  Rye  Meads  on  the  26th.  A  further  influx  in 
October  brought  smaller  numbers,  with  150  at  Corbets  Tey  being  the  largest  count. 

Records  of  singing  males  or  known  breeding  pairs  (with  numbers  in  parentheses) 
are  shown  below  together  with  Inner  London  records. 

E  Aveley  (2-3).  Belhus  Woods  CP  (3-4).  Berwick  Ponds  (2-3).  Corbets  Tey  (10-12). 
Dagenham  Chase  (2).  Dagenham  Corridor  (3).  Fairlop  (6-7).  Hainault  Forest  (1). 
Hornchurch  CP  (25).  Rainham  Marsh  (100).  Tylers  Common,  Upminster  (3).  West 
Thurrock  (10). 

H  Abbots  Langley  (2).  Bowyers  GP  (1). 


90 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  57  FOR  1992 


M  Brent  Res.  (2).  Bushy  Park  (1).  Rammey  Marsh  (2).  Tottenham  Marsh  (1-2).  Inner 
London :  Middlesex  Street,  El,  one  on  Oct  27th  (MAH).  Regent’s  Park,  spring 
passage  from  Mar  2nd  to  Apr  4th,  with  a  maximum  of  24  on  Apr  4th  (ARD). 

K  Crayford  Marsh  (5+).  Dartford  Marsh  (12).  Stone  Chalk  Pit  (2+).  Stone  Marshes 
(5+).  Swanscombe  Marsh  (10+). 

S  Richmond  Park  (1+).  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  one  from  Jan  19th  to  Feb  2nd 
(PJB). 

1012  Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  cervinus 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Sept  28th  (RBH  et  al ). 

This  is  London’s  fifth  record  and  as  predicted  last  year  by  Hardwick  and  Self  ( LBR 
56:  183-21 1)  it  was  the  first  in  autumn,  but  unfortunately  the  other  prediction,  that  it 
would  remain  long  enough  for  a  wide  appreciation,  did  not  come  to  fruition. 
Extraordinarily,  this  was  the  second  record  for  Bam  Elms  and  both  were  found  by 
the  same  observer.  Accepted  by  the  BBRC. 

1014  Rock  Pipit  Anthus  petrosus 

The  marshes  adjacent  to  the  Thames  in  Essex  and  Kent  provided  the  majority  of 
wintering  records,  whereas  the  spring  and  autumn  passage  was  most  evident  at 
sites  away  from  the  River  Thames.  All  records  are  given  or  summarised  below. 

E  Fairlop  one  on  Mar  29th.  Grays,  three  on  Dec  29th.  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on 
Oct  9th,  21st  and  29th  with  four  on  11th.  Paynes  Lane  GP,  one  on  Sept  21st. 
Rainham  Marsh,  maxima  of  20+  in  January,  18  in  February  and  one  on  Mar  21st; 
in  the  second  half  of  the  year,  one  on  Sept  20th,  nine  in  October,  eight  in 
November  and  12  in  December.  West  Thurrock,  three  to  four  from  January  to 
March,  one  on  Oct  10th  and  three  in  November  and  December.  Wm  Girling  Res, 
singles  on  Sept  23rd  and  Nov  8th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  three  on  Sept  26th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  Oct  10th  and  13th. 
Tyttenhanger  GP  one  on  Sept  7th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  one  on  Dec  20th.  Rammey  Marsh  singles  on  Oct  11th,  16th  and 
Nov  2nd.  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Mar  25th  and  Oct  30th.  Wraysbury  Res,  one  Sept 
17th  and  Oct  15th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Mar  24th  flew  NE  and 
Nov  3rd  flew  E  (ARD). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  two  on  Jan  9th.  Darenth,  one  from  January  to  March.  Dartford 
Marsh,  two  on  Jan  22nd  and  one  on  Mar  3rd.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  two  on  Oct  10th. 
Swanscombe  Marsh,  two  on  Jan  1st,  12  on  Nov  7th  and  seven  on  Dec  27th. 
Thamesmead,  one  in  February,  two  in  March,  one  in  October  and  two  in 
December. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  three  on  Mar  8th  and  singles  on  Mar  20th,  29th,  31st  and  Apr  4th, 
two  on  Sept  17th  and  one  or  two  until  Oct  9th,  six  on  12th,  three  on  16th  and  singles 
on  18th  and  19th  and  on  Nov  8th  and  9th.  Beddington  SF,  one  on  Mar  21st,  two  on 
29th,  one  on  Apr  5th  and  one  or  two  from  Sept  28th  to  Nov  9th.  South  Norwood  CP. 
singles  on  Apr  10th  and  Oct  8th.  Walton  Res,  one  on  Mar  25th. 

Birds  showing  definite  characteristics  of  the  Scandinavian  race  A.p.  littoralis  were 
recorded  as  follows  (these  are  included  in  the  totals  above).  It  is  worth  mentioning 
however  that  some  observers  feel  that  the  birds  wintering  on  the  Lower  Thames  at 
Rainham  are  of  this  race.  Identification  problems  are  obviously  much  greater  in 
winter. 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Mar  3rd. 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  Mar  21st,  two  on  Mar  29th  and  one  on  Apr  5th.  Walton 
Res,  one  on  Mar  25th. 

1015  Water  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta 

After  the  exceptional  numbers  in  1991  it  was  surprising  that  the  main  flock  at 
Rainham  Marsh  reached  an  even  higher  maximum.  In  the  last  two  years  this  site 
has  become  one  of  the  very  best  in  the  country  to  see  Water  Pipits.  Numbers 
elsewhere  were  unexceptional.  The  total  number  of  birds  recorded  for  the  year  was 
at  least  60  and  could  have  been  much  higher  depending  on  the  turnover  of 
individuals  within  the  flocks,  particularly  at  Rainham,  but  also  at  Beddington  SF 
and  Rye  Meads.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  on  Dec  27th  (MKD).  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Oct  21st  (SO). 
Harold  Wood  SF,  one  from  Jan  4th  to  Mar  21st  (CRJ).  King  George  V  Res,  one  on 
Dec  31st  (SCr).  Rainham  Marsh,  six  on  Jan  1st  increasing  to  15  in  February  and  30 
on  Mar  7th,  25  on  Mar  14th  and  20  on  the  21st,  numbers  falling  in  April  from  16 
on  the  4th,  six  on  the  1 1th  to  a  final  count  of  two  on  the  17th;  in  the  second  half  of 
the  year,  one  on  Oct  1 1th,  four  on  Oct  24th,  five  on  Nov  28th  and  up  to  four  during 
December  (MKD,MAH,SRP  et  al). 

H  Amwell  GP  one  on  Oct  26th  (GJW).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  On  Apr  4th  (GSE).  Rye 
Meads,  one  on  Feb  8th,  two  on  Oct  26th  increasing  to  four  on  Nov  1st  which 
remained  to  the  year  end  (RMRG,GJW  et  al).  Tyttenhanger  GP  one  on  Mar  17th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Oct  18th  (AVM,PN).  Rammey  Marsh,  one  from  Nov 
2nd  to  Nov  22nd  (SCr).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Oct  18th  (DJMs)  was  probably  the 
same  bird  as  at  King  George  VI  Res  on  the  same  date. 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  to  two  during  January,  one  on  Feb  16th,  five  on  Mar  21st 
declining  to  three  during  early  April;  in  autumn  the  first  were  two  on  Oct  7th 
increasing  to  a  maximum  of  five  during  November  and  December  (BBR). 

1991  Additional  Record 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Jan  6th  (CL). 

1017  Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  flava 

The  first  spring  migrant  was  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  the  early  date  of  Mar  25th. 
The  next  was  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Apr  7th  but  the  majority  of  spring  records 
were  in  the  second  half  of  April  and  the  first  week  of  May.  The  number  of 
breeding  pairs  reported  remained  at  around  40  -  the  species  has  declined 
dramatically  over  the  years  and  poor  passage  numbers  reflected  this.  No  breeding 
was  reported  from  Surrey  Docks,  the  species  last  tenuous  foothold  in  Inner 
London.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  it  was  regarded  as  on  opportunistic  breeder  at 
waste  ground  areas  in  Inner  London  as  late  as  1970  (Cornelius,  LBR  35:87-91, 
Burton,  LBR  36:92  and  George,  LBR  37:  67-70).  A  summary  of  breeding  season 
records  (numbers  in  parentheses),  passage  concentrations  and  Inner  London 
records  is  given  below. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (2-3).  Bewicks  Ponds/Rainham  GP  (6).  Chigwell  Res  (2). 
Corbets  Tey  (4-5).  Fairlop  (2+).  Ongar  (1+).  Rainham  Marsh  (8-10).  Walthamstow 
Res  (7-8).  Nazeing  GP,  33  on  Sept  24th.  Rainham  Marsh,  70  on  Aug  22nd. 
Walthamstow  Res,  25+  on  Aug  29th. 

H  Amwell  GP  (1).  Batlers  Green  (1).  Broxboume  GP  (3).  Coursers  Lane,  20  on  Sept 
9th.  Mill  Green  SF  (1).  Tyttenhanger  GP  (1);  25  on  Aug  25th. 
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M  Lake  Farm,  Hayes  (1).  Rammey  Marsh  (2).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  25  on  Aug  25th.  Inner 
London :  Regent’s  Park,  on  spring  passage:  two  on  Apr  20th  and  singles  on  Apr 
27th  and  May  3rd;  autumn  passage  recorded  on  eight  days  from  Sept  5th  to  Oct  5th 
with  highest  counts  of  four  on  Sept  17th,  eight  on  Sept  24th  and  six  on  Sept  26th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  35  on  Sept  9th. 

K  No  breeding  records  in  the  sector  although  a  male  was  present  at  Dartford  Marsh  in 
late  May. 

S  Beddington  SF,  ‘several’  pairs  bred.  Bam  Elms  Res,  19  on  Apr  28th  and  16  on 
Sept  15th.  Walton  Res,  22  on  Sept  11th.  Inner  London:  St  Thomas’s  Hospital, 
three  flew  N  on  May  8th. 

1017.01  Blue-headed  Wagtail  M.f.flava 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  pair  on  Apr  26th.  Walthamstow  Res,  a  male  on  Apr  20th 
and  a  female  on  Apr  26th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  male  on  Apr  23rd. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  on  May  12th. 

M  Lake  Farm,  Hayes,  one  on  May  4th  and  5th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  May  13th. 

1019  Grey  Wagtail  Motacilla  cinerea 

There  were  reports  of  approximately  47  pairs  during  the  breeding  season  with  birds 
present  at  several  other  sites.  This  is  a  reduction  of  20%  compared  to  the  total  in 
1991  but  may  simply  be  due  to  inconsistent  coverage.  All  records  of  this  species  in 
the  summer  months  would  be  appreciated.  Breeding  season  totals  and  maximum 
counts  are  given. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrex 

No  of  sites  holding  birds 
during  the  breeding  season 

9 

9 

11 

— 

5 

13 

E  Harold  Wood  SF,  four  from  January  to  March.  Romford,  four  in  November  and 
December.  Walthamstow  Res,  12  on  Nov  14th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  eight  on  Sept  26th.  Mill  Green  SF,  seven  on  Feb  8th.  Rye  Meads, 
seven  on  Nov  14th. 

M  Records  from  all  months  were  well  distributed.  Rammey  Marsh,  four  on  Dec  13th. 
Inner  London :  records  during  the  breeding  season  from  Regent's  Park,  St  James's 
Park  and  Tottenham  Court  Road  where  a  pair  bred,  possibly  the  birds  seen  in 
Regent’s  Park.  Outside  the  breeding  season  there  were  records  at  Camley  Street 
Natural  Park,  King’s  College,  Middlesex  Street,  El,  Oxford  Street,  Wl,  St  James's 
Park  and  Trafalgar  Square. 

K  Widely  distributed,  maxima  of  four  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows  and  Hall  Place 
Gardens. 

S  Beddington  SF,  six  on  July  4th.  Inner  London :  St  Saviour's  Dock,  a  pair  bred 
successfully.  Outside  the  breeding  season  there  were  records  from  Bankside  PS. 
Burgess  Park  and  Lambeth  Bridge. 

1020  Pied  Wagtail  Motacilla  alba 

A  common  resident  species  that  forms  large  roosts  and  flocks  outside  the  breeding 
season.  Although  reported  from  several  suitable  sites  in  Inner  London  only  one 
confirmed  breeding  record  was  received.  Large  counts,  roosts  and  Inner  London 
records  are  summarised  below. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1992 


93 


E  King  George  V  Res,  50  on  Mar  11th.  Harold  Wood  SF,  100+  on  Jan  4th,  100  in 
February  dropping  to  50  in  March.  Rainham,  40  on  Jan  19th. 

H  Chiswell  Green,  32  in  October.  Maple  Lodge  NR,  21  on  Dec  16th.  Mill  Green  SF, 
107  on  Jan  11th,  164  Feb  8th,  41  on  Mar  28th  and  101  on  Dec  19th.  Rye  Meads, 
35  on  Aug  7th,  50  on  Sept  5th,  80  on  Oct  3rd  and  6th  and  60  on  Dec  27th. 
Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  60  on  Dec  4th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  25  on  Mar  13th.  Wood 
Oaks  Farm,  21  on  Dec  7th. 

M  Bushy  Park,  45  on  Aug  27th.  Rammey  Marsh,  maximum  recorded  was  619  on  Oct 
21st,  a  huge  count  and  a  large  increase  over  previous  years.  Turnpike  Lane  Station, 
1 19  at  roost  on  Feb  26th.  Wood  Green  Res,  99  on  Oct  9th.  Inner  London :  recorded 
from  the  following  sites:  Finsbury  Circus,  Holland  Park,  Kensington  Gardens,  Old 
Burlington  Street,  Wl,  Regent’s  Park  (maximum  18  on  Mar  16th)  and  St  James’s 
Park. 

K  Joydens  Wood,  31  on  Dec  5th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve  80  on  Mar  17th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  75  on  Mar  23rd  and  120+  on  Aug  14th.  Beddington  SF,  70+  on 
Oct  11th,  c70  on  Dec  5th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  46  on  Dec  16th.  Sandown  Race 
Course,  50  on  Jan  1st.  Walton  Res,  33  on  Aug  17th.  Inner  London :  Bankside  PS, 
one  pair  bred.  Burgess  Park,  present  outside  the  breeding  season,  maximum  of 
eight  on  Oct  17th  one  of  which  was  semi-albino.  Hays  Wharf,  three  on  Jan  3rd. 

1020.01  White  Wagtail  M.a.alba 

Another  poor  year  with  about  30  birds  in  spring  with  passage  lasting  from  Mar 
22nd  to  May  1 1th.  The  largest  count  was  five  at  Walthamstow  Res  on  Apr  1st  and 
birds  were  recorded  at  17  sites.  There  was  also  one  record  in  autumn.  All  records 
are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Apr  22nd.  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Apr  19th. 
Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  Apr  3rd.  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  May  10th. 
Walthamstow  Res,  five  on  Apr  1st,  two  on  Apr  17th  and  one  on  May  3rd. 

H  Hampermill,  one  on  Apr  7th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  May  8th  and  10th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Mar  22nd,  two  on  Apr  17th  and  one  on  May  3rd. 
Perry  Oaks  SF,  singles  on  Mar  29th,  Apr  17th  and  26th  and  two  on  Apr  29th. 
Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  Apr  21st.  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Mar  28th,  Apr  5th,  7th, 
9th,  19th  to  21st,  23rd  and  May  7th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  two  on  Mar  25th  and  three  on  Mar  28th  and  Apr  4th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  on  Apr  3rd,  four  on  5th,  singles  on  11th  and  13th,  four  on 
15th,  singles  on  17th,  20th  and  25th,  two  on  26th  and  singles  on  May  2nd,  11th, 
12th  and  13th.  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  Apr  15th,  20th,  May  4th  and  11th. 
Walton  Res,  two  on  Apr  14th,  one  from  Apr  22nd  to  27th  and  two  on  May  5th. 

1048  Waxwing  Bombycilla  garrulus 

After  the  bumper  number  of  records  in  1991  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  Essex 
and  Middlesex  1992  occurrences  were  at  the  same  or  nearby  sites,  demonstrating 
this  species’  site  fidelity  during  invasions.  There  was  something  of  a  return  to 
normality  late  in  the  year  with  only  one  record. 

E  Elm  Park,  five  or  six  on  Apr  5th  (BO).  Harold  Wood/Romford,  four  from  Feb  2nd 
to  29th  (HV  et  al ).  Harold  Hill/Dagnam  Park,  four  seen  in  the  late  afternoons 
flying  over  the  park,  presumably  the  same  four  birds  as  at  Harold  Wood  going  to 
roost,  then  seen  in  the  area  from  Mar  18th  to  Mar  31st  and  subsequently  two  on 
Apr  2nd  and  one  on  Apr  5th  (CRJ).  Ongar,  two  on  Oct  31st  (NP^),  reported  to 
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have  been  present  for  at  least  the  previous  day.  Sewardstone,  one  from  Jan  4th  to 
6th  (BR  et  al). 

M  Finchley  Central  Underground  Station,  five  on  Jan  1st  (MM),  nine  on  Jan  3rd  and 
seven  on  4th  and  5th  (MAH  et  al).  West  Ruislip,  one  from  Feb  28th  to  Mar  7th 
(RDNHS). 

S  Cobham,  two  from  Mar  14th  to  31st  (mo)  -  see  photographs  opposite  page  65. 

1991  Correction 

M  Harefield,  two  remained  until  Feb  14th  (CL). 

1066  Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes 

A  very  common  and  widespread  species  which  was  allowed  to  recover  or  at  least 
consolidate  by  the  milder  winter  periods  after  the  population  was  greatly  reduced 
by  the  harsher  conditions  in  1991.  Notable  breeding  concentrations  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  similar  population  to  1991.  Hainault  Forest,  50-60  pairs  (about  20% 
increase  on  1991).  Rainham  Marsh,  ten  to  15  pairs. 

H  Amwell  GP,  15  singing  males,  (11  in  1991).  Cheshunt  GP,  50  singing  males  in 
survey  area  (35  in  1991).  Chess  Valley,  16  singing  males.  Chorleywood  Common. 
29  singing  males  (24  in  1991).  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  23  singing  males  (22 
in  1991). 

M  Brent  Res,  59  pairs  (66  in  1990).  Osterley  Park,  eight  territories  (same  as  in  1991). 
Ten  Acre  Wood,  15+  territories.  Inner  London :  Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  a  pair 
bred  in  a  nest  box.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred.  Regent's  Park,  at 
least  12  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  two  singing  males. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  maximum  of  14  on  Apr  20th. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  65  pairs.  Barwell  Court,  20  pairs.  Bookham  Common,  19  pairs. 
Nower  Wood,  49  pairs.  Park  Farm,  22  pairs.  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  ten 
territories. 

1084  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis 

A  lack  of  continuity  in  reporting  makes  comparisons  of  numbers  of  this  very 
common  resident  from  year  to  year  very  difficult.  There  does  appear  to  have  been 
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a  further  reduction  in  numbers  in  some  census  plots,  following  a  large  decrease  the 
previous  year.  Census  area  counts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  a  stable  population.  Hainault  Forest,  50  territories.  Rainham  Marsh, 
ten  territories. 

H  Amwell  GP,  seven  singing  males  (nine  in  1991).  Cheshunt  GP,  11  singing  males 
(16  in  1991). 

M  Brent  Res,  20  pairs  on  CBC  plot  (30  in  1990,  when  last  recorded).  Osterley  Park, 
six  territories  in  census  plot  (similar  to  previous  years).  Ten  Acre  Wood,  15 
singing  males.  Inner  London :  Barbican,  one  male  singing.  Camley  Street  NP,  one 
pair  bred.  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  four  territories.  Regent’s  Park,  16  pairs 
bred.  St  James’s  Park,  three  singing  males. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  maximum  of  ten  in  April. 

S  Barwell  Court  Farm,  seven  territories  in  CBC  area.  Park  Farm  CBC,  six  territories. 
Inner  London:  Burgess  Park,  three  territories. 

1099  Robin  Erithacus  rubecula 

The  national  bird,  much  loved  but  little  recorded.  Like  many  of  our  common 
resident  species  there  is  little  continuity  in  recording  and  more  comparative  counts 
would  be  welcomed. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  numbers  similar  to  1991.  Hainault  Forest  60-70  pairs,  a  20% 
increase  on  1991.  Rainham  Marsh,  five  or  six  pairs  bred  (nine  in  1991). 

H  Chess  Valley,  nine  singing  on  Apr  18th  and  May  23rd.  Chorleywood  Common,  19 
singing  on  May  4th  (15  in  1991).  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  11  singing  on  Mar 
4th  (12  in  1991).  Stocker’s  Lake,  eight  singing  on  Sept  26th. 

M  Bedfont  Lakes,  seven  pairs.  Brent  Res,  14  pairs  on  CBC  plot.  Osterley  Park,  ten 
territories  on  census  plot  (seven  in  1991).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  several  territories.  Regent’s  Park,  18  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  a  male 
singing,  probably  bred.  Also  recorded  in  other  suitable  areas. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  maximum  20  on  Sept  29th.  Dartford  Marsh,  maximum  nine 
on  Nov  13th.  Ruxley  GP,  maximum  1 1  on  Sept  26th. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  28  territories  in  CBC  area.  Barwell  Court  Farm,  16  territories 
in  CBC  area.  Beddington  SF,  two  or  three  continental  type  birds  identified  on  Oct 
30th.  Bookham  Common,  35  territories  in  CBC  area  (28  in  1991).  Nower  Wood, 
25  territories.  Park  Farm,  22  territories  in  CBC  area  (33  in  1990).  Inner  London: 
Burgess  Park,  resident  but  only  one  pair  proved  breeding. 

1104  Nightingale  Luscinia  megarhynchos 

The  number  of  singing  males  (about  24)  remained  similar  to  last  year’s  all  time 
low  point.  Some  of  these  may  have  been  birds  singing  on  migration  only.  The 
number  of  breeding  pairs  remains  at  a  dangerously  low  level.  There  was  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  singing  birds  reported  in  Essex  but  this  was 
compensated  by  an  increase  in  Surrey. 

E  Epping  Forest,  four  pairs  around  Connaught  Water  (AAB  et  al).  Fishers  Green,  a 
singing  male  from  Apr  26th  to  May  5th  (BR  et  al).  Hainault  Forest,  a  singing  male 
on  May  9th  (MKD).  Weald  Park,  one  pair  probably  bred  (CRJ  et  al). 

H  Hertford,  a  singing  male  during  summer  (JD.s).  Tumford  Marsh,  a  singing  male  on 
May  9th  and  10th  (BR,GJW,ADW). 
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M  Brent  Res,  a  singing  male  on  May  3rd  (LAB,RBd,DW). 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  one  on  May  10th  (CJH).  Wraysbury  GP,  three  on  May  30th,  one  on 
June  6th,  one  on  June  27th  and  one  on  Aug  1st  (RRG). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Aug  10th  (BEW). 

S  Betchworth,  one  on  May  10th  (GWJH).  Bookham  Common,  first  seen  on  Apr  24th 
(RHK)  and  five  singing  males  during  the  summer  (RHK,AMc,RES).  Epsom 
Common,  two  singing  on  May  10th  (RHK,MDv,RES).  Horton  CP,  a  singing  male 
on  May  7th  (BG,AWP).  Littleworth  Common,  two  singing  on  May  18th 
(JHw,MWr). 


1121  Black  Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochruros 

There  was  no  sign  of  a  revival  in  the  fortunes  of  this  most  attractive  city  dweller. 
Only  two  pairs  definitely  bred,  with  two  other  pairs  present  and  seven  more 
singing  males  reported.  However,  the  species  must  go  undetected  in  the  breeding 
season  considering  the  difficulty  of  access  to  some  potential  sites.  Breeding 
records  are  tabulated  and  all  records  of  wintering  and  passage  birds  are  given. 


Pairs 

Other 

Additional 

Proved 

Pairs 

Singing 

Breeding 

Present 

males 

Obsener 

Rainham  Marsh 

1 

MKD 

Inner  London: 

Boundary  St  E2 

1 

CDRH 

Farringdon  St 

1 

JR/7 

Guildhall  EC2 

1 

1 

DAM  et  al 

Kings  Cross 

1 

MAH.AP 

Rivington  St,  EC2 

1 

PR.v 

Belvedere  PS 

1 

NRW 

Littlebrook  PS 

1 

AJM.BEW 

Bam  Elms  Res 

1 

PJC 

Inner  London : 

Butlers  Wharf 

1 

GWC 

Totals 

2 

2 

7 

E  Fairlop,  a  male  on  Mar  30th  (AAB).  King  George  V  Res,  a  first-winter  male  on  Jan 
25th  and  Mar  28th  (PJV  et  al),  a  male  on  Nov  26th  (SC/-)  and  a  first-winter  male 
on  Nov  28th  (SH).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  female  on  Dec  31st  (DL).  Walthamstow  Res, 
a  juvenile  on  July  26th;  possibly  a  pair  bred  nearby  (QG).  Wm  Girling  Res.  a  male 
on  Mar  31st  (ACy). 

M  Canon’s  Park,  Edgware,  a  female  on  Nov  13th  (RM/;).  Enfield  Lock,  a  female  on 
Apr  1st  (SCr).  King  George  VI  Res  &  Staines  Res,  a  female  from  Jan  1st  to  23rd 
was  the  bird  seen  in  previous  winters  (mo).  Staines  Res,  a  female  on  Mar  28th 
(PN).  Teddington  Cemetery,  a  female  on  Apr  5th  (NA n). 

K  Dartford  Marsh  one  on  Sept  19th  (DDa).  Thamesmead,  a  female  on  Dec  1st 
(NRW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  female  from  Mar  21st  to  27th  (BPA),  a  male  on  Mar  24th  and 
29th  (PJC),  an  immature  male  from  Apr  29th  to  May  15th  (per  Surrey  Bird  Club), 
an  immature  on  Sept  26th  (BPA.RBH),  one  on  Nov  5th  and  6th  (BPA),  an 
immature  on  Dec  5th  (BPA)  and  singles  on  Dec  13th  (RES)  and  20th  (JPPW). 
Beddington  SF,  a  male  on  Mar  18th,  a  first-winter  from  Nov  19th  to  28th,  and 
singles  on  Dec  12th  and  29th  (BBR).  Dulwich,  a  female  on  Apr  10th  (DF).  Redhill, 
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ABOVE:  Olive-backed  Pipit  at  Chingford,  October  1992  (Photo:  Graham  Soden) 
BELOW:  Sardinian  Warbler  at  Hogsmill  SF,  June  1992  (Photo:  Mary  Waller) 


Pine  Bunting  at  Dagenham  Chase ,  February  1992 

(Photo:  ABOVE  -  Dare  Cottridge ,  BELOW:  Robin  Chittenden) 
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one  in  late  November  (RT).  Walton  Res,  a  male  on  Dec  13th  (MDv).  Inner 
London :  Bankside  PS,  a  male  collecting  nesting  material  on  May  27th,  possibly 
one  of  the  Butlers  Wharf  pair  but  could  represent  an  additional  breeding  record 
(CSf). 

1122  Redstart  Phoenicurus  phoenicurus 

The  first  bird  of  spring  was  at  Dagnam  Park  on  Apr  11th  followed  shortly  by  one 
at  Dagenham  Chase  on  the  12th.  There  were  records  of  19  bird/days  in  spring,  a 
30%  increase  on  last  year,  with  the  last  on  May  12th.  The  breeding  population  in 
Epping  Forest  remained  at  one  pair  and  no  additional  birds  were  seen  in  the 
breeding  season  this  year.  Autumn  passage  commenced  with  a  female  at  Burgess 
Park  on  Aug  22nd  and  this  was  followed  by  approximately  62  bird/days  in  autumn, 
a  40%  increase  on  1991.  The  last  bird  was  seen  on  Oct  12th  at  Dagenham  Chase. 
All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  two  on  Apr  12th  (SSy,MS«),  one  on  23rd  (KB),  one  on  25th 
(SB«),  one  from  Sept  4th  to  21st,  two  on  20th  and  one  from  Oct  10th  to  12th  (KB 
et  al ).  Dagnam  Park,  singles  on  Apr  1 1th,  Sept  2nd,  5th,  7th,  10th  &  1 1th,  12th  and 
from  19th  to  25th  (CRJ).  Epping  Forest,  one  pair  bred  (AAB).  Old  Harlow,  one  on 
Sept  21st  (AH).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept  26th  (MKD,SRP)  and  another  on  Oct 
4th  (MKD). 

Amwell  GP,  one  on  Sept  4th  (TH,GJW).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Sept  26th  (RMRG). 
Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Apr  26th  and  27th  (AGr,LG).  Brent  Res,  singles  on  Apr 
26th  (RBd,RJW)  and  May  12th  (ASMS).  Bushy  Park,  one  on  Sept  14th  (MB^)  and 
on  29th  (MBe).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Apr  26th  (MAH),  two  on  Aug  31st 
(MAH,PWD)  and  one  on  Sept  4th  (PWD).  Hounslow  Heath,  one  on  Apr  26th 
(CL).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  one  on  Aug  29th,  five  on  31st,  one  on  Sept  7th  and 
two  on  on  16th  (RMC).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  20th,  22nd, 
28th  and  May  7th  (ARD). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Apr  21st  (SWR). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Oct  8th  (BPA,NPS).  Beddington  SF,  two  or  three  on  Apr 
22nd,  one  on  29th,  one  on  Sept  7th  and  two  on  18th  (BBR).  Dulwich  Woods,  one 
on  Sept  23rd  (PBfr).  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Sept  5th  (RJH).  Richmond  Park,  one  on 
Aug  23rd  (JJ).  Inner  London:  Burgess  Park,  one  on  Aug  22nd  (PJB). 

1137  Whinchat  Saxicola  rubetra 

There  were  no  definite  breeding  records  in  1992  although  a  male  was  present  in 
summer  at  Rainham  Marsh  (MKD,WV),  the  site  of  the  last  breeding  record.  There 
was  also  a  record  of  one  at  Woodmansteme  on  June  14th,  although  the  observer 
thought  this  to  be  a  migrant. 

Spring  passage  occurred  from  Apr  24th,  a  late  date,  with  one  bird  at  Beddington 
SF  and  within  a  few  days  birds  were  more  widespread.  Most  records  were  of  one 
to  three  birds,  with  a  maximum  of  eight  at  Bam  Elms  Res  and  most  arrived  in  the 
first  two  weeks  of  May.  There  was  a  major  influx  on  May  13th  when  reports  came 
from  21  sites  involving  a  total  of  53  birds.  One  can  only  speculate  as  to  how  many 
would  have  been  found  if  this  had  been  a  weekend  date.  The  last  birds  of  spring, 
apart  from  the  June  record,  were  on  May  16th  with  singles  at  Wraysbury  GP  and 
Wanstead  SF.  There  were  approximately  156  bird/days  reported  at  41  sites. 

Autumn  passage  started  on  Aug  1st  with  one  at  Dagenham  Chase.  There  were  no 
more  arrivals  until  Aug  11th  but  by  Aug  14th  the  passage  was  well  under  way. 


98 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  57  FOR  1992 


Peak  numbers  arrived  from  Aug  27th  to  Sept  20th  with  a  maximum  count  of  ten  at 
Hampstead  Heath,  part  of  a  good  fall  of  migrants  at  that  site  on  Sept  10th.  There 
were  four  October  records,  the  last  being  at  Beddington  SF  on  Oct  8th.  The  total  in 
autumn  was  approximately  550  bird/days  from  55  sites.  Autumn  records  were 
similar  in  number  to  1991  but  the  increase  in  spring  records  reduced  the  seasonal 
ratio  to  (3.5  to  1).  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M/S  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  four  on  Aug  29th  (PJB).  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  May 
12th  (ARD). 


1139  Stonechat  Saxicola  tor  quota 

The  number  of  pairs  recorded  in  the  breeding  season  was  15  at  two  sites.  The  main 
site  in  the  Area,  Rainham  Marsh,  held  14  of  these.  However,  several  other  birds 
were  recorded  in  suitable  areas  on  interesting  dates.  Records  were  received  from 
39  sites,  mainly  of  one  to  three  birds  but  with  ten  at  Richmond  Park  on  Nov  5th 
and  up  to  20  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  the  second  winter  period.  All  records  are  given 
or  summarised  below. 

E  Barking,  two  on  Oct  16th  and  Dec  28th.  Berwick  Ponds,  two  on  Feb  2nd. 
Dagenham  Chase,  one  from  Apr  4th  to  18th,  one  on  Oct  31st  and  during  November 
and  December.  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Feb  29th  and  two  on  Oct  8th  and  22nd. 
Hornchurch  CP,  two  from  Nov  25th  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Nazeing  GP,  a  female 
from  Oct  14th  to  20th.  Rainham  Marsh,  14  pairs  bred,  one  less  than  in  1991;  at 
least  five  wintered  in  January  and  February  and  15-20  wintered  in  November  and 
December.  Walthamstow  Marsh,  three  on  Oct  18th,  two  on  25th  and  three  on  30th. 

H  Barnet  Gate,  two  on  Mar  14th.  Cheshunt  Marsh,  one  on  Oct  2nd.  Rye  Meads, 
singles  on  Nov  14th  and  Dec  27th.  Smallford,  one  on  Nov  23rd.  Tyttenhanger  GP. 
one  on  Oct  1 8th. 

M  Brent  Res,  singles  on  Feb  25th,  Oct  10th  and  16th,  two  from  Oct  17th  to  21st  and 
one  from  22nd  to  24th.  Bushy  Park,  one  on  Sept  22nd  and  26th  and  a  pair  on  Oct 
25th  and  30th.  Feltham,  one  on  Dec  27th.  Gillespie  Park,  Highbury,  one  on  Mar 
4th.  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Oct  2nd.  Hounslow  Heath,  two  on  Nov  5th.  King 
George  VI  Res,  one  on  Sept  26th.  South  Ruislip,  one  on  Oct  15th.  Staines  Res,  one 
on  Mar  17th.  Tottenham  Marsh,  up  to  three  from  Oct  11th  to  Dec  31st.  Wood 
Green  Res,  one  on  Mar  4th.  Yeading  Brook  Meadows,  three  on  Oct  13th  for  one 
week  and  a  pair  on  Nov  1st. 

B  Horton  GP,  one  on  June  4th.  Old  Slade  NR,  one  on  Jan  1st.  Wraysbury  GP,  singles 
on  Aug  15th  and  31st,  Sept  5th  and  19th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan  9th.  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Jan  10th,  one  on  Sept 
26th  and  28th  and  a  pair  in  December.  Swanscombe  Marsh,  a  pair  very  probably 
bred;  maximum  of  four  on  Feb  8th.  Thamesmead,  one  on  Dec  30th  was  the  only 
record  from  this  former  breeding  site. 

S  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  Jan  3rd  and  4th,  Feb  8th  and  22nd,  Apr  22nd  and  23rd, 
May  24th  and  Sept  19th,  four  during  October,  four  to  six  during  November  and 
three  in  December.  Dungeon  Hill,  one  on  Feb  25th.  Glebe  Lake,  one  on  Dec  26th. 
Ham  Lands,  singles  on  Jan  17th  and  Feb  17th.  Richmond  Park,  two  to  three  from 
the  beginning  of  the  year  to  Apr  24th,  one  on  Sept  19th,  one  from  Sept  26th  to 
28th,  one  on  Oct  1st,  two  on  14th,  three  on  17th,  ten  on  Nov  5th  and  six  on  Dec 
12th.  South  Norwood  CP,  one  during  January  and  February,  one  on  Mar  20th  and 
22nd,  one  on  Oct  2nd,  six  on  19th  and  up  to  four  during  November  and  December. 
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1146  Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe 

The  first  birds  of  spring  were  very  early  with  singles  at  Dartford  Marsh  and  Gillespie 
Park  on  Mar  3rd  and  Beddington  SF  on  Mar  4th.  After  another  early  arrival,  on  the 
Mar  8th  at  Rammey  Marsh,  migration  started  in  earnest  in  the  last  two  weeks  of 
March.  At  the  beginning  of  April  very  few  new  arrivals  were  reported  due  to 
adverse  weather  conditions  for  migrants.  The  last  two  weeks  of  April  and  the  first  of 
May  saw  an  increase  as  the  weather  relented.  The  highest  count  was  15  at  Rainham 
Marsh  on  May  2nd.  Birds  were  reported  at  68  sites  with  approximately  658 
bird/days.  The  last  bird  of  spring  was  at  Walton  Res  on  May  21st. 

Autumn  records  commenced  on  the  early  date  of  July  11th  with  a  juvenile  at 
Staines  Res;  one  can  only  speculate  about  where  this  bird  was  fledged.  There  were 
four  more  July  records  and  a  trickle  of  new  birds  began  on  August  4th.  Numbers 
increased  in  the  fourth  week  of  August  and  reached  a  peak  in  the  first  week  of 
September.  Birds  were  recorded  from  36  sites  in  autumn  with  at  least  208 
bird/days.  The  last  record  came  from  Staines  Res  on  Oct  21st.  Autumn  passage 
was  much  quieter  than  in  recent  years  and  finished  on  an  early  date.  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Apr  20th  (KCO).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr 
18th,  two  on  the  19th  and  23rd,  one  on  May  1st  and  one  on  Aug  6th  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London:  Burgess  Park,  singles  on  Mar  28th  and  Apr  4th  (PJB). 

There  were  seven  records  of  nine  birds  showing  the  characteristics  of  the 
Greenland  race  O.o.leucorhoa.  All  but  two  records  came  in  the  period  Apr  27th  to 
May  13th. 

Tyttenhanger  GP,  singles  on  Apr  4th  and  19th. 

Perry  Oaks  SF,  two  on  May  4th.  World’s  End,  Enfield,  two  on  May  13th.  Inner 
London :  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  13th  (ARD). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Apr  30th.  Walton  Res,  one  on  Apr  27th. 

1991  Correction 

A  record  of  a  single  bird  at  Ham  Lands  (S)  on  Mar  1 1th  predates  the  first  bird  of 
spring  recorded  in  LBR  56  by  four  days. 

1990  Additional  Record 

A  record  of  a  single  bird  at  Staines  Res  (M)  on  Mar  9th  was  the  second  spring 
record  in  1990. 


1186  Ring  Ouzel  T urdus  torquatus 

This  scarce  migrant  is  now  regularly  observed  in  the  Area  in  numbers  which  a  few 
years  ago  would  have  been  considered  exceptional.  The  average  number  of  annual 
records  for  the  last  six  years  is  24  and  for  the  preceding  six  years  only  eight.  In 
1992  there  were  a  minimum  of  27  birds  at  13  sites,  including  an  exceptional  record 
of  four  together  at  Fishers  Green.  In  spring  the  first  birds  arrived  on  the  early  date 
of  Mar  31st  with  two  males  at  Dagenham  Chase.  The  bulk  of  spring  records,  a 
further  14  birds,  appeared  between  the  Apr  20th  and  26th  followed  by  a  late 
migrant  on  May  12th  at  Fairlop.  The  autumn  passage  was  less  marked  with  a 
further  nine  birds  to  add  to  the  18  in  spring  and  occurred  between  Sept  30th  and 
Oct  22nd  when  the  last  bird  was  at  South  Norwood  CP.  All  records  are  given 
below. 
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E  Berwick  Ponds,  a  male  on  Apr  21st  (MKD).  Dagenham  Chase,  two  males  on  Mar 
31st  (PM, MS/7 )  and  two  on  Apr  21st  (PSg).  Dagnam  Park,  two  with  Redwings  on 
Oct  4th  and  a  female  on  Oct  13th  (CRJ).  Fairlop,  a  female  on  May  12th  (AAB). 
Fishers  Green,  four  on  Apr  22nd,  three  on  23rd  and  24th  and  two  from  26th  to  29th 
(ID  et  al ). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  26th  (FW). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  a  male  on  Apr  1 1th  (GN).  Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  on  Oct  7th 
(WEO).  Tottenham  Cemetery,  two  males  on  Apr  21st  (PL).  Inner  London : 
Regent’s  Park,  a  male  on  Apr  20th  and  two  first  year  males  on  Sept  30th  (ARD). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  male  on  Apr  25th  (GJH/7,RGr,TJL)  and  a  male  flew  over  with 
Redwings  on  Oct  21st  (NPS).  Beddington  SF,  a  male  on  Apr  22nd.  a  male  on  Oct 
4th  and  a  female  on  Oct  1 1th  (BBR).  South  Norwood  CP,  a  male  on  Apr  20th  and 
one  flew  E  on  Oct  22nd  (JB/,JB</). 

1187  Blackbird  T urdus  merula 

The  Blackbird  is  a  common  resident  throughout  the  Area  and  numbers  are  swollen 
by  continental  immigrants  in  winter.  Large  counts  and  breeding  surveys  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  32  singing  males.  Hainault  Forest,  60  pairs  bred  and  an  obvious 
influx  in  winter  with  70+  on  Oct  26th,  100  on  Nov  14th  and  70  on  Dec  5th. 
Rainham  Marsh,  12  pairs  bred. 

H  Amwell  GP,  20  on  Jan  9th.  Rye  Meads,  50  on  Oct  31st  and  Nov  21st. 

M  Bedfont  Lakes,  seven  pairs  bred.  Brent  Res,  35  pairs  in  CBC  plot.  Gillespie  Park, 
Highbury,  six  pairs  bred.  Osterley  Park,  nine  territories  in  CBC  plot  (still  below 
normal).  Ten  Acre  Wood/  Downes  Bam  Farm,  15+  singing  males.  Inner  London : 
breeds  commonly  in  all  open  spaces.  Regent’s  Park,  20+  pairs  bred;  passage  was 
noted  from  Sept  28th  to  Oct  1st. 

K  Darenth  River  Walk,  38  on  Jan  16th.  Hither  Green  Cemetery,  64  on  Jan  24th. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  17  territories  in  CBC  area.  Barwell  Court  Farm,  15  territories 
in  CBC  area.  Bookham  Common,  ten  territories  in  CBC  area.  Nower  Wood.  18 
territories.  Park  Farm,  15  territories  in  CBC  area.  Inner  London:  Burgess  Park,  ten 
pairs  bred  with  a  highest  count  of  68  on  Dec  13th.  Bred  commonly  in  suitable 
areas  throughout. 

1198  Fieldfare  T urdus  pilaris 

The  first  part  of  the  winter  was  generally  mild  and  consequently  there  was  little 
evidence  of  large  scale  movements  although  the  species  was  well  represented  in 
areas  where  flocks  are  normally  present.  Some  unsettled  weather  at  the  end  of 
February  brought  larger  numbers  to  the  region.  The  last  birds  remained  until  Apr 
25th.  Once  again  there  was  a  June  record  in  Essex  with  one  at  Fishers  Green 
associating  with  Mistle  Thrushes  for  two  weeks  from  June  6th. 

The  first  record  in  autumn  was  eight  over  Regent’s  Park  on  Oct  7th.  Birds  were 
very  thin  on  the  ground  thereafter  and  with  the  whole  of  the  winter  period  being 
mild,  there  were  no  records  of  more  than  80  to  the  year  end.  Large  counts  and 
details  of  an  aberrant  bird  are  given. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  100  on  Feb  2nd.  Collier  Row,  250  on  Jan  2nd.  Corbets  Tey. 
150  on  Feb  16th.  Fishers  Green,  220  on  Mar  15th.  Hainault  Forest  100  on  Jan  25th. 
Havering,  100  on  Feb  9th.  Roy  don,  700  on  Feb  9th  and  100  in  the  area  on  Mar  1st 
(partially  in  Herts);  two  pale  aberrant  birds  were  present  in  February  and  March. 
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H  Aldenham  Res,  100  on  Jan  31st  and  Mar  24th.  Amwell  GP,  an  aberrant  bird 
(presumably  one  of  those  from  Roydon  GP)  on  Feb  15th  and  23rd  was  generally 
paler  than  normal,  had  an  unusually  red-brown  mantle  and  all  remiges  and  retrices 
were  a  creamy  colour.  Batlers  Green,  500  on  Jan  5th.  Beech  Farm,  150  on  Jan  19th 
and  102  on  Feb  18th.  Brookmans  Park,  200  on  Jan  5th.  Haberdashers  Girls  School, 
200  on  Feb  14th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  200  on  Feb  24th.  Rye  Meads,  120  on  Mar 
14th.  Salisbury  Hall,  200  on  Mar  8th.  Shenleybury,  750  on  Mar  8th.  Smallford, 
170  on  Jan  16th  and  135  on  Mar  3rd.  Stanborough,  170  on  Feb  15th.  Stocker’s 
Lake,  500  on  Mar  5th.  Suttons  Farm,  140  on  Mar  20th. 

M  Bayhurst  Wood,  100  on  Mar  29th.  Wraysbury  Res,  100  on  Jan  4th.  Yeading  Brook 
Meadows,  300  on  Feb  2nd. 

B  Denham,  160  on  Feb  26th.  Langley  Park,  150  on  Feb  5th.  Wraysbury  GP,  180  on 
Jan  21st,  400  on  Feb  29th  and  160  on  Mar  2nd. 

K  Darenth,  106  on  Mar  28th. 

S  Bookham  Common,  100  on  Jan  1st.  Holmethorpe,  300  on  Jan  2nd.  Horton  CP,  200 
on  Mar  2nd. 

1200  Song  Thrush  Turdus  philomelus 

Like  the  Blackbird  this  species  is  a  large  scale  winter  visitor  to  Britain  but  there  is 
little  evidence  that  this  is  recorded  in  London.  Records  of  breeding  in  census  plots, 
gatherings  of  note  and  Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  13  pairs  bred;  a  small  movement  was  seen  in  late  September  and 
early  October.  Collier  Row,  five  or  six  pairs  in  the  area  between  Collier  Row  and 
Romford,  a  decline  of  50%  in  the  last  decade.  Hainault  Forest,  40  breeding  pairs,  a 
long  term  decline  of  about  20%  in  the  last  ten  years.  Rainham  Marsh,  eight  pairs  in 
the  breeding  season. 

H  Amwell  GP,  15  on  Sept  13th  and  15  flew  W  on  Sept  26th.  Rye  Meads,  15  on  Oct 
31st  and  Nov  7th  and  15th. 

M  Brent  Res,  14  pairs  on  two  CBC  plots.  Coppetts  Wood,  a  marked  decline  observed. 
Finchley  Central  Station,  a  bird  showing  the  characteristics  of  the  greyer 
continental  nominate  race  T .p .philomelus  was  seen  with  Redwings  on  Jan  4th. 
Osterley  Park,  three  pairs  on  CBC  plot  (the  lowest  since  1988).  Inner  London : 
Hyde  Park,  present  in  the  breeding  season.  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  ten  pairs  bred. 
St  James’s  Park,  two  singing  males  in  breeding  season. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  maximum  of  30  in  January. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  four  pairs  bred  on  CBC  plot.  Barwell  Court,  five  pairs  bred  on 
CBC  plot.  Beddington  SF,  20+  on  Nov  21st.  Bookham  Common,  three  pairs  bred 
on  CBC  plot  (five  in  1991).  Nower  Wood,  three  pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  Burgess 
Park,  three  pairs  bred.  Bred  or  present  in  other  suitable  sites. 

1201  Redwing  Turdus  iliacus 

In  January,  which  was  mild,  there  were  eleven  sites  with  counts  of  100  or  more. 
February  continued  mild  but  there  was  unsettled  weather  at  the  end  of  the  month 
and,  although  there  was  no  large  influx,  several  sites  recorded  increased  numbers. 
In  April  no  count  reached  ten  and  the  last  record  was  of  one  on  Apr  21st  at 
Streatham  Common. 

The  first  autumn  birds  were  at  Beddington  SF  and  Regent’s  Park  on  Sept  25th. 
There  was  a  scattering  of  records  up  to  Oct  7th  when  migration  began  in  earnest  and 
Hampstead  Heath  recorded  400  flying  NE,  Regent’s  Park  300  and  Brent  Res  205. 
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Some  evidence  of  movement  continued  to  the  end  of  October.  The  mild  weather  of 
the  rest  of  the  winter  meant  that  numbers  were  comparatively  low  to  the  end  of  the 
year  with  no  counts  of  100  or  more  in  December.  Large  counts  are  given. 

E  Collier  Row,  150  on  Jan  2nd.  Dagnam  Park,  100  on  Jan  26th  and  125  on  Oct  4th. 
Epping  Forest,  100  on  Mar  8th.  Hainault  Forest,  150  on  Jan  4th,  200  on  Oct  29th 
and  120  on  Nov  7th.  Harlow,  100  on  Feb  28th  and  Mar  6th.  Havering,  150  on  Feb 
9  th. 

H  Aldenham  Res,  100  on  Mar  24th.  Am  well  GP,  100  on  Feb  23rd.  Batlers  Green, 
500  on  Jan  5th.  Brookmans  Park,  100  on  Jan  5th.  Haberdashers  Girls  School,  220 
on  Feb  16th  and  250  on  26th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  200  on  Feb  24th.  Northaw  Great 
Wood,  100  on  Jan  20th  and  300  on  Feb  2nd.  Panshanger  Park,  120  on  Jan  19th. 
Rye  Meads,  100  on  Oct  10th.  Smallford,  190  on  Jan  16th  and  125  on  Mar  3rd. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  120  on  Jan  10th. 

M  Brent  Res,  205  on  Oct  7th.  Hampstead  Heath,  400  flew  NE  on  Oct  7th.  St 
Joseph’s  College,  104  on  Jan  16th  and  1 19  on  Feb  19th. 

B  Denham,  120  on  Feb  26th.  Langley  Park,  300  on  Feb  5th  and  400  on  Mar  2nd. 

Wraysbury  GP,  150  on  Jan  8th. 

K  Darenth  Valley  walk,  120  on  Jan  16th. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  100  on  Feb  23rd.  Richmond  Park,  130  on  Mar  14th.  West  End 
Common,  100  on  Feb  2nd.  Wimbledon  Common,  250  on  Oct  1 1th. 

1202  Mistle  Thrush  Turdus  viscivorus 

Counts  of  post  breeding  gatherings,  local  census  counts  and  Inner  London  breeding 
records  for  this  common  resident  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  three  pairs  bred,  maximum  counts  of  34  in  August  and  40  on  Sept 
6th,  the  largest  ever  recorded  at  this  site.  Hainault  Forest  14  pairs  bred  (same  as  in 
1991).  Ongar  Park  Wood,  three  pairs  bred  (same  as  in  1991).  Waltham  Abbey 
Marsh,  17  on  Aug  1st.  Wm  Girling  Res,  maximum  of  13  on  Nov  6th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  25  on  Sept  16th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  80  flew  over  on  July  25th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  39  on  Aug  31st  and  Sept  1st.  Hampstead  Heath,  18  on  Aug  9th. 
Queen  Mary  Res,  18  on  Aug  8th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  eight  pairs  bred. 
Park  Lane,  Wl,  one  pair  bred. 

B  Langley  Park,  35  on  Aug  16th. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  eight  on  Dec  25th. 

S  Barwell  Court  Farm,  three  territories  in  CBC  area.  Beddington  SF,  30+  on  Aug 
18th.  Bookham  Common,  one  territory  in  CBC  plot.  Joseph  Hood  Recreation 
Ground,  SW20,  17  on  July  20th.  Richmond  Park,  14  on  Sept  24th. 

1220  Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cettia 

This  species  continues  its  slow  establishment  in  the  Area  and  is  now  probably 
breeding  regularly  in  very  small  numbers  at  traditional  sites.  It  does  however 
remain  a  real  rarity  away  from  the  Essex  and  Herts  sectors.  One  bird  was  reported 
away  from  favoured  localities  this  year:  at  West  Thurrock  on  July  28th. 

E  Locality  A,  one  or  two  singing  males  in  April;  probably  bred.  Locality  B.  a  singing 
male  from  Apr  2nd  to  May  5th,  probably  breeding.  West  Thurrock,  a  singing  male 
on  July  28th  (DL). 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  Nov  24th  (SC/  )  and  Dec  19th  (BW/?).  Rye  Meads,  one  male 
from  Apr  13th  to  June  30th  was  also  seen  at  Rye  House  Marsh  throughout 
(Y  OC,RMRG,GJW). 
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1236  Grasshopper  Warbler  Locustella  naevia 

This  species  is  a  scarce  breeder  particularly  in  the  east  of  the  Area  with  populations 
fluctuating  around  low  levels.  There  was  a  poor  showing  in  1992  after  three  good 
years.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Amwell  GP  on  Apr  9th  and  the  last  at 
Dagnam  Park  on  Sept  26th.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Sept  18th  and  19th.  Dagnam  Park,  one  singing  male 
from  May  3rd  to  7th  and  one  on  Sept  26th.  Fishers  Green,  one  singing  male  on  Apr 
20th  and  at  least  two  singing  males  in  May.  Holyfield  Hall  Farm,  one  singing  male 
in  May.  Sewardstone  Marsh,  one  to  two  singing  males  from  Apr  26th  to  May  19th. 
Weald  Park,  four  singing  males  in  May  and  June. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  male  from  Apr  9th  to  20th.  Rye  Meads,  one  on  July  18th. 
Tumford  Marsh  GP,  one  on  May  1st. 

M  Brent  Res,  one  singing  male  on  Apr  26th  and  May  3rd.  Tottenham  Marsh,  one  on 
May  13th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  Aug  15th. 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  two  on  May  28th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  singing  male  on  Apr  20th.  Ham  Lands,  one  singing  male  on 
Apr  26th  and  30th.  South  Norwood  CP,  one  on  Apr  21st. 

1243  Sedge  Warbler  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus 

Although  still  a  common  summer  visitor  to  the  Area  this  year’s  records  suggest  a 
decline  after  a  sustained  increase.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  South  Norwood 
CP  on  the  very  early  date  of  Mar  23rd.  The  next  was  at  Wraysbury  GP  on  Apr  8th 
and  birds  were  found  in  the  Lea  Valley  from  Apr  10th  onwards,  but  most  arrived 
after  Apr  19th.  The  last  were  three  at  Rye  Meads  on  Sept  26th.  Localities  with  ten 
or  more  pairs  or  singing  males  (totals  in  parentheses)  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds/Ingreboume  Valley  (40-50).  Fishers  Green  (12).  Rainham  Marsh 
(40).  Walthamstow  Res  (11-12).  West  Thurrock  (8-10). 

H  Amwell  GP  (38).  Cheshunt  GP  (32).  Rye  Meads  (54). 

M  Broadwater  GP  (10).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  28th,  May  12th 
and  13th  and  from  July  7th  to  10th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP  (10+) . 

1251  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus 

After  a  sustained  increase  since  1988  this  common  and  widespread  species  seems 
to  have  reached  close  to  saturation  point  in  the  London  Area.  The  first  bird  of  the 
year  was  in  the  Ingreboume  Valley  on  Apr  21st,  followed  by  a  few  more  in  the  Lea 
Valley  from  Apr  25th  and  a  main  influx  at  the  beginning  of  May.  The  last  birds  of 
the  year  were  at  Beddington  SF  and  Ham  Lands  on  Sept  29th. 

A  mixed  bag  of  comments  on  status  were  received;  Dagenham  Chase:  ‘a  good 
year’  (KB),  Hampstead  Heath:  Targe  increase  and  the  highest  number  of  territories 
ever’  (MAH),  Rainham  Creek:  ‘decreasing  as  reeds  are  being  cleared’,  Rainham 
Marsh:  ‘a  marked  decline  due  to  habitat  loss,  drought  etc’  (MKD),  South  Norwood 
CP:  ‘ten  males  on  territory  compared  to  four  in  1991’  (JB<7),  West  Thurrock: 
‘decreasing  due  to  habitat  loss’  (MKD). 
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Localities  with  ten  or  more  pairs  or  singing  males  (totals  in  parentheses)  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (15).  Berwick  Ponds/Ingreboume  Valley  (110).  Corbets  Tey 
(10-12).  Dagenham  Chase  (17).  Essex  Filter  Beds  (10).  Rainham  Creek  (30). 
Rainham  Marsh  (150).  West  Thurrock  (30-40). 

H  Amwell  GP  (30).  Cheshunt  GP  (28).  Rye  Meads  (22). 

M  Bedfont  Lakes  (15).  Brent  Res  (40).  Hampstead  Heath  (10).  Inner  London:  Camley 
Street  Natural  Park,  one  pair  bred.  Kensington  Gardens,  a  singing  male  on  June 
9th.  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  June  4th,  8th,  9th  and  Aug  1st. 

B  Wraysbury  GP  (12). 

K  Dartford  Marsh  (20).  Northfleet  (20).  Ruxley  GP  (10). 

S  South  Norwood  CP  (10).  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  one  or  two  pairs  bred  at 
Lavender  Pond. 

1262  Dartford  Warbler  Sylvia  undata 

This  year’s  two  (three?)  new  records  (the  Richmond  Park  bird  remained  from 
1991)  takes  the  London  total  since  1939  to  14  or  15.  The  Beddington  bird  was  the 
second  there  in  five  years  whilst  the  Thamesmead  bird  was  the  second  to  appear  in 
three  years,  but  hopes  of  it  wintering  like  the  last  individual  were  not  realised.  It 
was  however  found  where  a  Woodlark  had  flown  over  just  fifteen  days  earlier, 
bringing  back  fond  memories  of  days  in  the  New  Forest  for  the  observer! 

K  Thamesmead,  one,  probably  a  male,  on  Dec  4th  (NRW). 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  male  from  Nov  15th  to  26th  (GDJM,NRS  et  al ).  Richmond  Park, 
the  female  which  first  appeared  on  Nov  7th  1991  remained  until  Feb  21st  (MB^  et 
al)’,  it,  or  another,  was  then  present  from  Sept  26th  to  29th  (NA/?,MBe). 

1267  Sardinian  Warbler  Sylvia  melanocephala 

S  Hogsmill  SF,  a  female  trapped  on  June  2nd  (DJMr,MWr)  -  see  photograph 
opposite  page  96. 

The  ringers  at  Hogsmill  SF,  near  Surbiton,  on  June  2nd  must  have  been  stunned  to 
discover  London’s  first  Sardinian  Warbler  (Britain’s  first  inland  record)  in  their 
nets.  It  was  one  of  five  birds  to  be  found  in  Britain  during  the  spring  of  1992. 
Accepted  by  the  BBRC. 

1274  Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca 

As  is  normal,  this  species  was  widely  reported  throughout  the  Area,  mainly  in  ones 
and  twos,  although  up  to  five  pairs  were  present  at  some  localities.  The  first  birds 
of  the  year  were  at  Nazeing  GP  and  Rye  Meads  on  Apr  18th,  but  most  arrived  after 
Apr  21st,  particularly  on  Apr  25th,  as  did  Whitethroat.  In  autumn,  there  was  a 
small  fall  of  12  birds  at  Dagenham  Chase  on  Sept  4th.  Most  had  left  by  the  end  of 
September  but  the  last  lingerer  was  at  Beddington  SF  on  Oct  22nd.  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  2nd,  1 1th  and  12th.  Aug  26th,  28th 
and  29th,  Sept  2nd,  two  on  Sept  4th,  and  singles  on  Sept  5th  and  22nd. 
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1275  Whitethroat  Sylvia  communis 

This  species  is  a  widespread  and  common  summer  visitor  and  has  certainly 
recovered  admirably  from  the  well  publicised  population  crash  in  the  late  1960s.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  although  generally  scarcer,  the  previous  species  is  more 
regular  both  as  a  breeder  and  on  passage  in  Inner  London  and  other  urban  areas. 
One  comment  on  status  was  received  from  Ham  Lands  where  the  ‘highest  ever 
number  of  territories’  (RJH)  was  recorded.  The  first  birds  of  the  year  were  two  at 
Potters  Crouch  on  Apr  9th,  followed  by  one  at  Alexandra  Park  on  Apr  13th,  but 
most  arrived  after  Apr  21st,  especially  on  Apr  25th,  as  did  Lesser  Whitethroat. 
Most  birds  had  departed  by  Sept  24th  but  the  last  were  at  Hampstead  Heath  and 
Regent’s  Park  on  Oct  2nd.  Localities  with  ten  or  more  pairs  or  singing  males 
(totals  in  parentheses)  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (12).  Dagnam  Park  (10).  Hainault  Forest  (12).  Rainham  Marsh 
(40).  South  Hornchurch  (15-20). 

M  Lower  Feltham  (20).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Aug  29th  and  singles 
on  Sept  4th  and  Oct  2nd. 

B  Wraysbury  GP  (10). 

K  Dartford  Marsh  (15). 

S  Ham  Lands  (17).  South  Norwood  CP  (15).  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  single 
males  on  May  10th  and  17th. 

1276  Garden  Warbler  Sylvia  borin 

This  species  continues  to  increase  slowly  in  the  London  Area.  It  was  widely 
reported  in  good  numbers  with  19  singing  males  at  Rye  Meads  alone  and  the 
following  comments  on  status  were  received;  Havering:  ‘slight  increase’  (MKD), 
Trent  Park:  ‘a  stable  population’  (RMC),  Wimbledon  Common:  ‘12  territories 
compared  to  six  in  1991’  (RHK).  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  South  Norwood 
CP  on  Apr  12th  but  the  main  arrival  was  from  Apr  25th  onwards,  as  with  Lesser 
Whitethroat  and  Whitethroat.  Most  birds  had  left  by  mid-September  but  the  last 
was  at  Beddington  SF  on  Oct  17th.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  29th,  May  1st,  3rd,  4th  and  10th,  Aug 
7th  and  15th,  and  Sept  4th. 

1277  Blackcap  .  Sylvia  atricapilla 

Britain’s  most  successful  warbler  continues  to  increase  in  the  London  Area  as  well. 
The  following  comments  on  status  were  received.  Dagnam  Park:  ‘another  good 
year  -  now  the  commonest  breeding  warbler  (linked  to  the  decline  of  the  Willow 
Warbler)’  (CRJ),  Hainault  Forest:  ‘a  good  year’  (MKD,SRP),  Ham  Lands:  ‘highest 
ever  number  of  territories’  (RJH),  Hampstead  Heath:  ‘massive  increase  on  1991’ 
(MAH),  Ongar  Park  Wood:  ‘14  pairs  compared  to  12  in  1991’  (AJAD),  Osterley 
Park:  ‘five  territories  is  best  ever  (three  is  normal)’  (DGH).  An  almost  complete 
albino  male  was  at  Rickmansworth  on  Apr  30th  (AMa). 

The  arrival  and  departure  dates  of  migrants  are  very  difficult  to  pinpoint  in  the 
London  Area  due  to  the  high  numbers  of  wintering  birds,  but  one  at  Stocker’s  Lake 
on  Mar  28th  may  have  been  the  first,  followed  by  a  main  influx  on  Apr  9th.  After 
the  breeding  season  there  was  a  small  fall  of  at  least  ten  birds  at  Hainault  Forest  on 
Sept  5th  and  most  birds  had  left  by  Sept  22nd.  A  small  passage  was  then  noted  at 
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the  beginning  of  October  when  there  were  30  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  Oct  2nd  for 
example.  A  summary  of  winter  records  is  shown  in  the  table  below  with 
comparative  totals  for  1991. 


January  &  February 

E 

H 

M 

IL 

B 

K 

5 

1992 

1991 

Individuals 

4 

5 

15 

0 

2 

5 

4 

35 

39 

Localities 

3 

4 

9 

0 

2 

4 

3 

25 

31 

November  &  December 

Individuals 

4 

6 

13 

4 

2 

5 

8 

42 

20 

Localities 

3 

6 

8 

2 

1 

4 

6 

30 

15 

Whilst  numbers  were  slightly  lower  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  compared  to  1991, 
they  remained  relatively  high.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  numbers  doubled 
compared  to  1991,  representing  another  big  increase. 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  a  male  on  Nov  10th.  Greville  Place, 
NW6,  one  pair  bred.  Holland  Park,  four  males  on  May  4th  and  two  males  on  May 
17th  which  remained  throughout  the  breeding  season.  Kensington  Gardens,  a 
singing  male  from  Apr  19th  to  May  8th.  Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs  bred;  one  on  Apr 
1st,  15  on  Apr  20th,  four  on  Aug  29th,  six  on  Sept  10th,  three  males  on  Nov  7th 
and  one  on  Nov  14th. 

K  Inner  London :  New  Cross  Railway  Cutting,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  1 1th. 

S  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  one  unpaired  singing  male  from  May  10th  to  June  6th 
and  a  second  singing  male  on  May  10th. 

1308  Wood  Warbler  Phylloscopus  sibilatrix 

This  species  remains  thin  on  the  ground  in  the  London  Area,  at  least  as  a  breeding 
species.  Breeding  was  not  proved  this  year  and  even  the  presence  of  singing  males 
from  mid-May  onwards  is  not  encouraging  since  it  is  known  that  for  this  species 
many  remain  unmated.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Ham  Lands  on  Apr  22nd 
and  the  last  were  three  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  Sept  18th.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  a  singing  male  on  May  3rd  then  two  singing  males  on  May  12th; 
no  further  singing  males  were  recorded  but  one  bird  was  observed  calling  in  a 
likely  nesting  area  in  July,  so  it  may  have  bred.  Havering,  pair  including  a  singing 
and  displaying  male  on  May  10th;  no  further  records  from  here  but  it  could  have 
bred  in  an  adjacent  private  nature  reserve.  Thomdon  Park,  a  singing  male  on  May 
9th.  Woodford  Golf  Course,  a  singing  male  on  May  12th. 

H  Chorleywood  Common,  a  singing  male  on  May  4th  and  June  4th.  Northaw  Great 
Wood,  two  singing  males  on  May  14th,  a  singing  male  on  May  20th  and  a  singing 
male  on  May  27th.  Panshanger  Park,  one  on  Aug  15th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  singles  on  May  12th  and  Aug  5th.  Bedford  Park,  W4,  one  in 
garden  on  July  26th.  Bruce  Castle  Park,  Tottenham,  a  singing  male  on  May  3rd. 
Hampstead  Heath,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  26th  and  another  from  May  10th  to  June 
3rd,  one  on  Aug  17th  and  three  on  Sept  18th.  Harrow  Weald  Common,  a  singing 
male  on  May  13th.  Hounslow  Heath,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  30th.  Stanmore 
Common,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  26th.  Inner  London :  Regent's  Park,  one  on  Sept 
12th  (ARD). 
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K  Dartford  Heath,  at  least  two  on  May  2nd.  High  Elms,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  27th. 

S  Banstead  Wood,  a  singing  male  on  May  11th.  Barwell  Court,  a  singing  male  in 
May.  Bookham  Common,  one  male  on  May  5th,  and  it  or  another,  on  May  10th. 
Dulwich  Woods,  singles  on  Apr  30th  and  Aug  1st.  Ham  Lands,  single  male(s)  on 
Apr  22nd,  May  1st  and  May  3rd.  Platts  Eyot,  Richmond,  one  on  Aug  19th. 
Richmond  Park,  one  male  on  May  3rd  and  singles  on  May  14th  and  July  17th. 
Walton  Res,  one  on  May  8th. 

1991  Correction 

S  The  reference  to  Dulwich  Park  Woods  should  read  Dulwich  Park  and  Woods. 
These  represent  two  sites  and  the  bird  in  question  may  have  commuted  between 
the  two. 

1311  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus  collybita 

This  species  is  widely  reported,  albeit  in  low  numbers,  in  the  London  Area. 
Comments  on  status  were  received  from:  Hampstead  Heath:  ‘increase’  (MAH)  and 
Ongar  Park  Wood:  ‘seven  pairs  bred  as  in  1991’(AJAD).  The  arrival  and  departure 
dates  of  migrants  are  very  difficult  to  pinpoint  due  to  the  high  numbers  of 
wintering  birds  in  the  London  Area.  A  few  birds  appeared  in  localities  without 
wintering  birds  from  Mar  4th  onwards  but  the  main  influx  took  place  after  Mar 
15th.  In  autumn  there  were  large  falls  of  50  at  Hainault  Forest  on  Sept  19th  and  40 
at  Hampstead  Heath  on  Sept  24th. 

A  bird  showing  characteristics  of  the  eastern  race  tristis  was  reported  from 
Dagenham  Chase  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  Mar  23rd  (mo). 

A  summary  of  winter  records  with  comparative  totals  for  1991,  and  Inner  London 


records  are  given. 

January  &  February 

E 

H 

M 

IL 

B 

K 

S 

1992 

1991 

Individuals 

7 

7 

2 

1 

2 

7 

12 

38 

54 

Localities 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

6 

20 

33 

November  &  December 

Individuals 

16 

7 

13 

2 

12 

10 

2 

62 

61 

Localities 

10 

3 

9 

2 

2 

5 

2 

33 

39 

M  Inner  London :  Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  singles  on  Jan  3rd  and  13th,  Apr  26th 
and  from  Oct  21st  to  Dec  21st.  Holland  Park,  single  singing  males  on  Apr  20th  and 
May  17th.  Kensington  Gardens,  a  singing  male  on  May  31st.  Regent’s  Park,  spring 
passage  lasted  from  Mar  19th  to  Apr  24th,  one  on  June  23rd  and  autumn  passage 
lasted  from  Aug  3rd  to  Nov  7th  with  a  peak  count  of  16  on  Sept  4th.  St  James’s 
Park,  singles  on  May  7th,  Sept  15th  and  Sept  18th. 

K  Inner  London:  New  Cross  Railway  Cutting,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  1 1th. 

1312  Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus 

This  common  summer  visitor  seems  to  be  declining  in  the  London  Area.  However, 
it  is  a  species  prone  to  annual  fluctuations  and  the  national  trend  seems  to  be  stable 
overall.  Comments  on  status  were  received  from:  Belhus  Woods  CP:  ‘slight 
decrease’  (MKD),  Dagnam  Park:  ‘13  pairs,  marked  decline  from  25  pairs  in  1984’ 
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(CRJ),  Epping  Forest:  ‘25-30%  decrease  on  ten  years  ago’  (MKD),  Hainault 
Forest:  ‘ten  to  15%  decrease’  (MKD,SRP),  Ongar  Park  Wood:  ‘27  pairs  compared 
to  30  in  1991’  (AJAD). 

The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Crofton  Heath  on  the  extremely  early  date  of  Mar 
12th.  The  next  were  two  at  Hoblingwell  Wood  on  Apr  2nd  but  the  main  arrival 
occurred  after  Apr  7th.  In  autumn  a  good  passage  was  reported  from  Hampstead 
Heath  with  maxima  of  30  on  Aug  1st  and  50  on  Aug  16th  and  18th.  Most  birds  had 
left  by  Sept  27th,  but  there  were  a  few  in  early  October  and  one  very  late  bird  at 
Hampstead  Heath  on  Nov  6th.  Localities  with  twenty  or  more  pairs  or  singing 
males  (totals  in  parentheses)  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (18-20).  Hainault  Forest  (50-52).  Havering  (25).  Ongar  Park 
Wood  (27).  Weald  Park  (43). 

M  Inner  London :  Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  one  on  Aug  21st.  Delaware  Terrace, 
W2,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  26th.  Greville  Place,  NW6,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  22nd 
and  one  on  Aug  19th.  Holland  Park,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  20th.  Kensington 
Gardens,  single  singing  males  on  Apr  14th  and  19th.  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Apr 
14th  and  six  on  27th  with  spring  passage  continuing  until  May  13th,  then  singles 
on  June  7th  and  July  31st,  20  on  Aug  4th,  at  least  40  on  20th,  20  on  24th  and  one 
on  Oct  2nd. 

S  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  19th  and  two  singing  males  on 
25th. 


1314  Goldcrest  Regulus  regulus 

The  very  low  numbers  present  in  late  1991  persisted  into  the  first  winter  period  of 
1992.  However,  as  is  so  often  the  case,  the  species  seemed  to  recover  well  during 
the  breeding  season  and  larger  numbers  than  normal  moved  through  on  autumn 
passage  and  were  present  in  the  second  winter  period.  An  obvious  influx  took 
place  in  early  October.  Breeding  season  records  (number  of  pairs  or  territories  in 
parentheses),  parties  of  more  than  twenty,  and  Inner  London  records  are  given 
below.  All  records  from  the  breeding  season  would  be  appreciated. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  up  to  25  in  November  and  December.  Epping  Forest  (2).  Hainault 
Forest  (4);  up  to  75  in  October,  45  in  November  and  30  in  December.  Havering  (4- 
5);  35  on  Oct  28th.  Hornchurch  CP  (1).  Ongar  Park  Wood  (2);  25  on  Oct  17th. 
Weald  Park  (4). 

H  Barnet  Gate  (1).  Chorleywood  Common  (2).  Darlands  Lake  (1).  Potters  Crouch 

(2). 

M  Alexandra  Park  (2).  Ashford  Cemetery  (1).  Dollis  Brook,  N3  (1).  Eversley 
Crescent,  N21  (1).  Grovelands  Park  (1).  Hampstead  Heath  (3);  30  on  Oct  3rd. 
Harrow  School  (3).  Lavender  Hill  Cemetery  (1).  Little  Park  Gardens,  Enfield  (1). 
Mill  Hill  (2).  Shepperton  GP  (1).  Ten  Acre  Wood  (2).  Trent  Park  (3).  Inner 
London :  Kensington  Gardens,  singing  males  on  Apr  11th  and  June  1st.  Regent's 
Park,  two  on  Mar  4th,  two  on  Sept  14th,  five  on  Oct  5th  building  up  to  20  on  Oct 
9th  with  at  least  four  to  year  end. 

K  No  breeding  territories  reported. 

S  Arbrook  Common  CBC  (1).  Kew  Gardens  (1).  Streatham  Common  (1). 
Wimbledon  Common  (2). 
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1315  Firecrest  Regulus  ignicapillus 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  a  male  from  Nov  21st  into  1993  (KB,  MS«  et  al ).  Dagnam  Park, 
a  male  from  Dec  6th  into  1993  (CRJ,AH«,DS  et  al).  Epping  Forest,  a  female  at 
Theydon  Bois  on  Nov  13th  (SH).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  from  Mar  3rd  to  11th 
(mo). 

M  Brent  Res,  singles  on  Oct  8th  (ASMS)  and  Nov  1st  (RBJ).  Hampstead  Heath,  a 
pair  on  Apr  26th  and  27th  (PWD,MAH  et  al ),  one  pair  bred  with  a  male  seen 
carrying  food  and  occasionally  singing  on  several  dates  in  early  June  (MAH  et  al ), 
two  on  Oct  3rd  (MAH)  and  one  on  Oct  11th  (PWD).  Lower  Feltham,  a  male 
trapped  and  ringed  on  Nov  11th  (DGH,RRG).  Royal  Masonic  Hospital,  W6,  a 
female  from  Nov  25th  to  Dec  14th  (NA n).  Tottenham  Cemetery,  one  on  Nov  19th 
(PL).  Inner  London :  Blackfriars,  EC4,  a  male  on  the  forecourt  of  the  KPMG 
building  on  June  10th  (per  MAH).  Regent’s  Park,  a  male  on  Mar  4th  (ARD). 

S  Beddington  SF,  two  on  Oct  18th  (JPA).  Dulwich  Park,  one  on  Oct  14th  (PB b). 
Sydenham  Hill  Woods,  one  on  Dec  1st  and  6th  (PBfr,JWe). 

1991  Additional  Record 
S  Limpsfield  Chart,  one  on  Oct  27th  (PJO). 

After  the  extremely  poor  showing  in  1991  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  something  of  a 
return  to  form  for  this  most  attractive  species.  The  pair  on  Hampstead  Heath 
represents  the  first  confirmed  breeding  record  in  the  London  Area  since  1987  (in 
Hainault  Forest)  and  is  especially  notable  given  this  site’s  close  proximity  to  Inner 
London. 

1335  Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  striata 

The  table  below  summarises  the  number  of  pairs  reported  in  each  county  compared 
with  each  year  from  1987  to  1991.  Coverage  was  similar  to  last  year  so  there  may 
have  been  a  real  increase. 

Inner 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1987 

44 

19 

22 

- 

— 

10 

11 

106 

1988 

61 

19 

18 

— 

— 

11 

15 

124 

1989 

47 

17 

34 

8 

— 

11 

15 

131 

1990 

23 

10 

20 

3 

— 

5 

7 

77 

1991 

37 

7 

20 

— 

— 

8 

6 

78 

1992 

43 

7 

31 

2 

— 

7 

6 

96 

The  largest  number  of  territories  reported  was  once  again  from  Hainault  Forest 
with  12  pairs  (14  in  1991).  The  first  migrants  of  the  year  were  at  several  sites  on 
May  5th  and  the  last  at  Beddington  SF  on  Oct  8th.  A  particularly  heavy  autumn 
passage  was  noted  at  Hampstead  Heath  with  the  peak  counts  being  20+  on  Aug 
29th,  30  on  Aug  31st  and  50+  on  Sept  20th.  Inner  London  records  are  summarised 
below. 

M  Inner  London:  Greville  Place,  NW6,  one  on  July  5th.  Kensington  Gardens,  present 
during  the  breeding  season.  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  20th,  two  on  several  dates 
from  July  15th  to  Aug  26th,  four  on  Aug  28th,  up  to  six  in  early  September  until 
the  last  on  Sept  16th. 

S  Inner  London :  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  one  pair  bred.  Burgess  Park,  four  on 
Aug  29th. 
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1349  Pied  Flycatcher  Ficedula  hypoleuca 

Twenty  eight  records  involving  29  birds  is  the  best  showing  for  this  species  since 
1989.  An  unusually  large  proportion  of  these  were  in  spring  (1 1  of  the  28  records) 
and  all  involved  males. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  a  male  on  Apr  22nd  (AAB).  Dagenham  Chase,  a  male  on  Apr  25th 
(KB, MS/2)  and  one  on  Sept  27th  (KB,VH).  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Sept  13th  (CRJ). 
H  East  Barnet,  a  male  in  observer’s  garden  on  Apr  26th  (NM).  Gadwood  Park,  one 
on  Aug  17th  (JT).  Hertford  Heath,  one  on  Oct  20th  (DD). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  a  male  on  Apr  27th  and  28th  (AG;*  et  al)  and  one  on  Sept  16th 
(GN).  Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  on  Apr  23rd  (PWD,MAH),  one  on  Aug  14th 
(PWD),  two  on  Aug  15th  (MAH  et  al)  and  one  on  Aug  16th  (MAH).  Hounslow 
Heath,  a  male  on  Apr  26th  and  27th  (KLP  et  al).  Ten  Acre  Wood,  a  male  on  Apr 
21st  (AY).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  one  on  Aug  21st  (RMC).  Inner  London : 
Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Aug  4th,  26th  and  28th.  Sept  17th  and  Sept  20th  (ARD). 
K  Darenth,  one  on  Apr  17th  (GCN).  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  a  male  on  Apr  20th 
(CW/2.RW/2).  Thamesmead,  one  on  Sept  10th  (NRW). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  Aug  8th  (FJM).  Barnes,  a  male  on  Apr  26th  (SPB). 
Wimbledon,  one  on  Sept  9th  (DMS).  Wimbledon  Park,  a  male  on  Apr  23rd  (KN). 

1991  Corrections 

S  The  record  from  Dulwich  Park  should  read  Sept  25th  and  not  Sept  9th. 

K  The  bird  at  Thamesmead  on  Oct  1st  was  the  last  record  of  the  year  and  should  have 
been  included  as  such  in  the  First/Last  Dates  of  Regular  Migrants  table. 

1364  Bearded  Tit  Panurus  biarmicus 

At  least  one  pair  bred  at  the  same  site  as  in  1991  and  two  other  pairs  were  present 
in  suitable  breeding  habitat  at  other  sites  during  the  summer  months.  It  is  very 
encouraging  that  the  national  increase  in  numbers  of  breeding  Bearded  Tits  is 
finally  being  reflected  in  the  London  Area.  In  contrast,  its  fortunes  as  a  winter 
visitor  remain  at  a  very  low  ebb. 

E  Locality  A,  at  least  one  pair  bred.  Locality  B,  one  pair  present  during  the  breeding 
season.  Locality  C,  two  birds  calling  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  on  June  28th. 
Berwick  Ponds,  two  on  Feb  8th  (SRP),  twro  or  three  on  Nov  8th  (MKD). 
Dagenham  Chase,  three  on  Oct  13th  (KB.LH//). 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  one  heard  on  Oct  13th  (SCr). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  a  pair  on  February  8th  (BEW). 

S  Beddington  SF,  eight  on  Oct  17th  (NP). 

1437  Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus 

A  common  and  widespread  species  which  continues  to  flourish  in  the  London 
Area.  Large  counts  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  seven  or  eight  pairs  bred.  Hainault  Forest,  25  pairs  bred;  50+  on  Jan 
25th  and  100  on  Sept  27th.  Weald  Park,  1 1  pairs  bred. 

H  Rye  Meads,  45  on  July  8th  and  43  on  Nov  14th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  seven  pairs  bred;  50+  on  Oct  4th.  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/ 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  bred;  maximum  count  of  12  on  June  12th.  Regent's 
Park,  three  pairs  bred;  maximum  of  38  on  Oct  8th.  St  James’s  Park,  one  pair  bred. 

B  Wray sbury  GP,  c40  on  Mar  31st. 

S  Ham  Lands,  nine  or  ten  territories.  Wimbledon  Common,  60+  on  June  28th. 
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1440  Marsh  Tit  Parus  palustris 

The  minimum  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported  in  each  county  was  as  follows: 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

26  6  -  -  2  9  43 

Twelve  more  pairs  were  reported  than  in  1991  but  this  still  cannot  fully  reflect  the 
status  of  this  species  in  the  London  Area.  All  records  would  be  appreciated.  The 
highest  count  was  14  pairs  at  Hainault  Forest  (stable). 

1442  Willow  Tit  Parus  montanus 

The  alarming  decline  continues  with  a  minimum  of  only  about  1 1  pairs  reported  as 
breeding.  Several  observers  commented  on  local  decline  or  complete 
disappearance  and  no  records  at  all  were  received  from  the  Surrey  sector.  Once 
again  we  would  make  a  plea  for  all  records  to  be  submitted.  Can  the  situation 
really  be  as  bleak  as  these  numbers  indicate?  Because  of  the  apparently  serious 
decline,  all  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  three  on  Oct  23rd.  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Jan  12th.  Hainault  Forest, 
one  pair  possibly  bred.  Ongar  area,  two  pairs  bred.  Ongar  Park  Wood,  one  pair 
bred.  South  Weald,  one  on  Jan  12th.  Waltham  Abbey  area,  one  on  Mar  3rd. 

H  Aldenham  Res,  two  on  Nov  3rd;  ‘much  scarcer  than  in  recent  years’  (SHM). 
Darlands  Lake,  two  on  Apr  30th.  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  on  Apr  26th. 
Panshanger  Park,  one  feeding  young  on  June  27th.  Tumford  Marsh,  one  on  Oct 
12th. 

M  Bentley  Priory,  one  male  holding  territory  from  Mar  7th  to  Apr  16th.  Downe  Bams 
Farm,  one  singing  on  Apr  20th.  Forty  Hall,  Enfield,  two  on  July  6th.  Ranston 
Covert,  Denham,  one  on  May  3rd;  ‘extremely  scarce  now  locally’  (JE).  Ruislip 
Local  NR,  one  in  June.  Sleblands  Wood,  one  on  Apr  5th.  Stanmore  CP,  two  males 
on  territory  in  breeding  season.  Trent  Park,  one  calling  on  June  23rd. 

K  High  Elms,  one  pair  probably  bred.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  singles  on  Jan  25th,  Sept 
5th  and  Dec  19th. 

1461  Coal  Tit  Parus  ater 

Few  records  were  received  of  this  widespread  breeding  species.  Hainault  Forest 
and  Hampstead  Heath  held  the  largest  number  of  breeding  pairs  with  about  20  at 
each  site.  An  aberrant  bird  at  Ongar  Park  Wood  on  Oct  17th  had  a  large  black 
patch  on  the  underparts  separated  from  the  black  bib  by  a  white  pectoral  band.  The 
flanks  and  undertail  coverts  were  also  white.  Inner  London  records  are  given 
below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  four  pairs  bred. 

1462  Blue  Tit  Parus  caeruleus 

A  widespread,  common  breeding  species  which  is  very  under-recorded.  Some 
selected,  and  all  Inner  London,  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  60-70  pairs  bred. 

H  Haberdashers  Girls  School,  20  pairs  bred  in  nestboxes. 

M  Brent  Res,  24  pairs  on  CBC  plot.  Osterley  Park,  eight  territories  on  CBC  plot  (13 
in  1989).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  several  pairs  bred. 
Regent’s  Park,  at  least  20  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  at  least  three  broods. 
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S  Arbrook  Common,  17  territories  on  CBC  plot.  Barwell  Court,  18  territories  on 
CBC  plot.  Bookham  Common,  20  territories  (decrease  from  31  in  1990).  Nower 
Wood,  47  territories.  Park  Farm  CBC,  24  territories.  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park, 
present  all  year. 

1464  Great  Tit  Parus  major 

As  with  the  previous  species,  undoubtedly  widespread  and  under-recorded.  Some 
selected,  and  all  Inner  London,  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  40-45  pairs  bred. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  15 
pairs  bred  (eight  in  1991).  St  James’s  Park,  at  least  one  brood  seen. 

S  Arbrook  Common  CBC,  15  territories.  Bookham  Common,  14  territories  (11  in 
1991).  Nower  Wood,  27  territories.  Park  Farm  CBC,  24  territories. 

1479  Nuthatch  Sitta  europaea 

The  small  decline  reported  last  year  seemed  to  continue  in  1992.  At  Hainault 
Forest,  eight  to  ten  pairs  bred  against  12-14  in  1991  and  15  in  1990  with  some 
other  areas  also  experiencing  small  declines.  The  largest  number  of  territories  was 
20  or  more  at  Hampstead  Heath  where,  if  anything,  it  seems  to  be  increasing.  The 
only  other  double  figure  count  came  from  Trent  Park  (10).  Inner  London  records 
are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  three  present  January  to  April. 

1486  Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris 

A  widespread  breeding  species  in  any  suitable  wood  in  the  Area,  including  Inner 
London.  The  largest  number  of  breeding  territories  was  16+  at  Hainault  Forest 
with  a  similar  number  at  Hampstead  Heath.  All  Inner  London  records  are  given 
below. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  two  present  early  in  the  year. 
Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs  bred. 

1508  Golden  Oriole  Oriolus  oriolus 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  a  male  on  Sept  24th  (KB). 

S  Dulwich,  one  on  May  30th  (PBr).  Richmond  Park,  a  male  on  May  4th  (JJ)  and 
presumably  another  male  from  May  20th  to  25th  (mo). 

Four  birds  is  the  best  showing  since  1987.  The  long-staying  bird  in  Richmond  Park 
allowed  many  London  birdwatchers  to  finally  catch-up  with  this  elusive  species  in 
the  Area. 

1520  Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  excubitor 

S  South  Norwood  CP,  one  from  1991  to  Apr  5th  (mo). 

This  long-staying  bird  continued  to  attract  many  visitors  in  1992  and  was  seen  to 
take  both  a  Wren  and  a  Blue  Tit  on  different  occasions.  It  started  to  sing  before  its 
departure.  After  last  year’s  multiple  records,  it  is  rather  disappointing  to  have  no 
new  arrivals  in  1992. 
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1523  Woodchat  Shrike  Lanius  senator 

M  Bushy  Park,  a  male  on  May  25th  (NMs,SMs  et  al ). 

The  tenth  record  for  the  London  Area  and  the  first  north  of  the  Thames.  The  bird 
was  found  in  the  early  morning,  disappeared  during  the  late  morning  and  afternoon 
but  performed  well  for  many  admirers  in  the  evening. 

1539  Jay  Garrulus  glandarius 

A  widespread  and  under-recorded  species.  An  autumn  influx  was  reported  at 
Hampstead  Heath  on  Sept  19th  when  up  to  100  birds  could  be  seen  in  the  air 
together.  Many  of  these  were  high-flying  birds  which  seemed  to  arrive  from  the 
east.  Strangely,  this  influx  was  not  reflected  in  reports  from  other  sites.  Notable 
breeding  counts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given.  There  are  undoubtedly  more 
birds  than  this  in  Inner  London. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  20  pairs  bred. 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  ten  plus  pairs  bred.  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  one  on  Dec 
15th.  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  two  on  Mar  20th.  Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs  bred.  St 
James’s  Park,  singles  on  Oct  7th  and  Nov  5th. 

S  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  singles  on  Mar  22nd,  Apr  5th,  Sept  12th  and  Sept 
19th.  Lambeth  Palace,  one  on  Mar  1 1th.  Pages  Walk,  SE1,  one  on  June  22nd. 

1549  Magpie  Pica  pica 

The  increase  seems  to  continue.  High  breeding  counts,  counts  of  fifty  or  more  and 
Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given  below. 

E  Aveley  Landfill,  50  on  Jan  1 1th.  Berwick  Ponds,  80+  at  roost  on  Apr  10th  and  70+ 
on  Dec  29th.  Dagnam  Park,  50  in  January,  55  on  Feb  1st  and  60+  on  Feb  23rd. 
Hainault  Forest,  30  pairs  bred. 

H  Hampermill,  83  on  Jan  3rd.  Rye  Meads,  ten  pairs  bred;  52  on  Jan  3rd.  Stanstead 
Abbotts  GP,  153  at  roost  on  Jan  11th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  c55  on  Mar  5th  and  50+ 
on  Aug  19th. 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  at  least  15  pairs  bred;  up  to  50  birds  present  in  both  winter 
periods.  Inner  London ;  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  present  all  year.  Regent’s 
Park,  at  least  14  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  bred.  Whitechapel  High  Street,  El, 
bred. 

S  Inner  London :  Bankside  PS,,  one  pair  present  all  year.  Burgess  Park,  one  pair  bred. 
K  Dartford  Marsh,  66  on  Jan  18th.  Joyden’s  Wood,  67  on  Jan  20th. 

1560  Jackdaw  Corvus  monedula 

A  locally  common  species  outside  the  inner  urban  area  of  London  where  it  is  at 
best  only  a  scarce  migrant.  Two  sites  in  urban  north  London  -  Alexandra  Park  and 
Hampstead  Heath  -  both  experienced  a  much  heavier  autumn  passage  than  usual 
between  Sept  28th  and  Oct  31st.  Maximum  counts  were  28  flying  SE  on  Oct  27th 
and  23  flying  W  on  Oct  31st  at  Hampstead  Heath  and  19  over  Alexandra  Park  on 
Oct  19th.  In  the  south-east  of  the  Area,  21  moved  over  Chislehurst  on  Oct  17th. 
More  records  of  spring  and  autumn  movements  would  be  appreciated.  There  were 
no  Inner  London  records.  All  breeding  records  and  counts  of  100  or  more  are  given 
below. 
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E  Dagnam  Park,  six  pairs  bred.  Hainault  Forest,  ten  to  12  pairs  bred.  Havering,  four 
or  five  pairs  bred.  Fishers  Green,  1 10  on  Apr  25th.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair  bred. 
Romford,  one  pair  bred.  Upshire,  1,500  on  Jan  26th.  Weald  Park,  11  pairs 
confirmed  breeding  but  population  probably  nearer  20  pairs. 

H  Berrybushes  Wood,  c300  on  Jan  6th.  Bowyer’s  GP,  200  on  Jan  10th.  Salisbury 
Hill,  120+  on  Feb  28th  and  300+  on  Mar  2nd. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  c450  on  Feb  27th. 

K  Chipstead,  300+  on  Nov  8th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  200  on  Jan  18th. 

1563  Rook  Corvus  frugilegus 

With  so  little  consistency  of  coverage  from  year  to  year  it  is  difficult  to  form  an 
objective  opinion  about  population  trends.  What  little  evidence  there  is  seems  to 
suggest  that  numbers  are  still  declining  in  the  outer  rural  parts  of  the  Area  whilst  it 
remains  a  scarce  spring  and  autumn  migrant  in  the  inner  urban  areas.  The  highest 
counts  for  the  year  were  400  at  Aveley  Landfill  on  June  30th  and  at  Bowyers  GP 
on  Jan  10th.  Breeding  counts  and  an  Inner  London  record  are  given  below. 

E  Aveley  Landfill,  20-25  nests  (30-40  in  1991).  Fishers  Green,  11  nests  (five  in 
1991).  North  Ockendon,  20-30  nests  (40  in  1991).  Old  Harlow,  22  nests. 

H  Juniper  Hill,  Rickmansworth,  13+  nests.  Pond  Wood,  ‘a  medium-sized  Rookery’. 
Verulamium  Lake,  22  nests. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Nov  5th  and  6th  (ARD). 

B  Denham  Place,  c40  nests  (c32  in  1991).  Long  Coppice,  19  nests. 

K  Downe,  12+  on  May  10th.  Lullingstone  Park,  20  nests  (25  in  1991). 

S  Gatton,  55  nests.  Nuthill  Bridge,  14  nests. 

1567  Carrion  Crow  Corvus  corone 

Widespread  and  abundant  breeding  resident.  More  roost  counts  would  be 
appreciated.  Counts  of  200  or  more  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given 
below: 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  500  in  January,  400  in  February,  400  in  July,  200  in  August, 
500  in  October  and  400  in  December. 

M  Brent  Res,  225  at  roost  on  Mar  8th  and  320  on  Mar  19th.  Hampstead  Heath,  up  to 
500  at  the  pre-roost  gathering  at  Ken  Wood  in  both  winter  periods;  observations 
suggest  that  many  of  these  birds  flight  from  Inner  London  to  roost  at  Ken  Wood. 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  20  pairs  bred. 
Russell  Square,  WC1,  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  bred. 

S  Inner  London:  Burgess  Park,  nine  pairs  bred  in  and  around  the  park. 

K  Blackheath,  c300  on  Sept  13th.  Dartford  Marsh,  200  in  September. 

1582  Starling  Sturnus  vulgaris 

Although  winter  counts  at  Rainham  Marsh  seem  to  be  stable,  the  breeding 
population  may  be  decreasing,  in  line  with  the  national  trend.  All  records  of  5,000 
or  more,  and  those  of  unusually  marked  individuals,  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  6,000  in  November  and  December.  Wm  Girling  Res,  an 
individual  with  white  rump,  tail,  upper  and  under  tail  coverts  and  vent  was  present 
on  Sept  13th  and  was  also  seen  at  Ponders  End  (M)  on  Sept  15th.  King  George  V 
Res,  at  least  5,000  on  Sept  21st;  a  dirty  white  individual  with  pale  brown  scapulars 
and  greater  coverts,  but  normal  belly  markings,  was  present  on  Aug  11th  and  a 
sandy-rufous  bird  was  present  on  Sept  21st. 
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H  Garston,  an  individual  with  a  white  tail  on  Mar  25th  may  have  been  the  same  bird 
seen  there  in  July  1990.  Hoddesdon,  5,000  on  Aug  3rd. 

M  Brent  Res,  at  least  5,000  on  Aug  5th.  Ponders  End,  20,000  on  Sept  9th;  as  well  as 
the  individual  described  above  on  Sept  15th  there  was  also  a  bird  with  pale  buff 
head,  upperparts  and  wings  present  on  Sept  15th. 

1591  House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus 

This  is  an  abundant  species  as  one  might  expect  and  hence,  poorly  reported.  It  is 
thought  to  be  declining  slightly  nationally  so  comparative  records  for  our  Area 
would  be  welcome.  The  largest  gathering  reported  was  2,000  roosting  in  Romford 
from  January  to  March,  with  1,500  present  in  the  same  locality  in  November  and 
December. 

1598  Tree  Sparrow  Passer  montanus 

This  is  a  very  local,  declining  bird  in  the  London  Area,  in  line  with  the  national 
trend.  At  South  Norwood  CP  for  example,  all  breeding  sites  are  now  deserted.  All 
breeding  localities  (total  numbers  of  pairs  in  parentheses),  records  which  may  be 
related  to  breeding,  gatherings  of  30  or  more  and  an  Inner  London  record  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Apr  19th.  Essex  Filter  Beds  (3).  Hainault  Forest  (3-4). 
Ongar,  12  on  Jan  1st  remained  until  April  when  they  may  have  bred.  South 
Homchurch/Berwick  Ponds  (8-10).  Walthamstow  Res  (3-4). 

H  Beech  Farm  GP  (1).  Hatfield  Cemetery  (2).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  up  to  1 1  in  May. 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF  (3);  present  from  March  to  October  with  maxima  of  40  on  June 
14th  and  July  28th,  30  on  Aug  31st  and  40  on  Sept  15th.  Pickett  Lock  (1).  Inner 
London :  Regent’s  Park,  three  on  Nov  6th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  at  least  50  pairs  bred  including  27  in  nestboxes,  rearing 
approximately  350  young  in  total.  Epsom  Common,  one  on  Apr  20th.  Itchingwood 
Common,  a  few  pairs.  Mercers  Farm,  ten  on  Apr  29th.  South  Norwood  CP,  up  to 
eight  in  April. 

1636  Chaffinch  Fringilla  coelebs 

This  is  a  common  and  widespread  breeding  species  in  the  London  Area.  The 
wintering  population  varies  considerably  from  year  to  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
year  there  were  four  flocks  of  100  or  more,  the  largest  being  150+  at  Harefield  on 
Jan  26th  and  150  at  Rye  Meads  on  Jan  18th.  The  largest  breeding  concentration 
was  27  pairs  at  Ongar  Park  Wood. 

Autumn  passage  was  recorded  from  Oct  8th  to  Nov  4th  and  peaked  between  Oct 
8th  and  Oct  12th  with  peak  movements  as  follows;  Oct  8th:  90+  at  Regent’s  Park 
and  34  flew  west  over  Hoblingwell  Wood,  Oct  9th:  60+  at  Regent’s  Park,  Oct 
10th:  200+  flew  northwest  over  Beddington  SF  and  60  flew  west  over  Fairlop,  Oct 
12th:  50+  at  Regent’s  Park  and  40  flew  northwest  over  Thamesmead  in  two  hours. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only  two  flocks  of  100  or  more  compared  to 
seven  in  1991:  100+  at  Harefield  on  Dec  14th  and  100  at  Rye  Meads  on  Oct  24th. 
Gatherings  of  100  or  more  and  breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  120  on  Mar  10th. 

H  Rye  Meads,  150  on  Jan  18th  and  100  on  Oct  24th. 

M  Harefield,  150+  on  Jan  26th  and  100+  on  Dec  14th.  Inner  London:  Greville  Place, 
NW6,  pair  present  in  breeding  season.  Kensington  Gardens,  one  singing  male  in 
April.  Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs  bred. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  131  in  March. 


116 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  57  FOR  1992 


1638  Brambling 


Fringilla  montifringilla 


The  status  of  this  winter  visitor  to  the  London  Area  varies  from  year  to  year.  It  is 
often  scarce  and  that  was  the  case  in  1992.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were 
records  of  up  to  eight  at  21  localities.  The  last  spring  record  was  of  two  at 
Wraysbury  GP  on  Apr  20th.  Autumn  passage  commenced  on  Oct  1st  with  one  at 
Waltham  Abbey  and  lasted  until  early  November  with  a  peak  count  of  26  at 
Am  well  GP  on  Oct  10th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  up  to  18  at  only  eight 
localities.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 


M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  three  on  Oct  8th,  three  on  Nov  6th  and  six  on  Nov 
10th  (ARD). 


1646  Greenfinch 


Carduelis  chloris 


This  is  a  widespread  species  in  the  London  Area  with  a  seemingly  stable 
population.  Seven  flocks  of  100  or  more  have  been  reported  during  each  of  the  last 
years.  Gatherings  of  100  or  more  and  breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  200  from  Jan  12th  to  Feb  2nd,  180  on  Feb  18th  and  150  on  Mar 
14th.  Ongar,  200  on  Apr  23rd.  Ongar  Park  Wood,  140  on  Mar  8th.  Rainham 
Marsh,  140  on  Jan  12th.  and  200  from  Sept  26th  to  Oct  25th. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  100  on  Aug  8th. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  14  pairs  bred. 

B  Langley  Park,  cl 00  on  Aug  16th. 

S  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  one  pair  probably  bred.  Bankside  PS,  one  on  June 
4th.  Lambeth/Vauxhall/Jubilee  Gardens,  ‘continues  to  increase  with  six  present 
during  breeding  season  around  Lambeth  Palace’  (JC).  South  Bank.  SE1,  two 
singing  males  on  Mar  4th. 

1653  Goldfinch  Carduelis  carduelis 

This  widespread  species  seems  to  be  stable  in  our  Area,  at  least  outside  the 
breeding  season,  despite  a  national  decline  in  the  breeding  population.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  there  were  only  two  flocks  of  100  or  more,  but  at  the  end  of 
the  year  it  was  more  numerous  with  five  flocks  of  100  or  more,  the  largest  being 
200  at  Rainham  Marsh  at  the  end  of  October.  Gatherings  of  100  or  more  and 
breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  120  on  Aug  16th,  100  in  September,  100  on  Oct  4th,  200  from 
17th  to  25th  and  150  on  Nov  7th.  West  Thurrock,  150  on  Oct  10th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  130  on  Nov  29th. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  six  pairs  bred. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  cl 00  on  Mar  15th. 

S  Apps  Court  GP,  cl 00  on  Apr  1st.  Beddington  SF,  100+  on  Aug  28th  and  Dec  9th. 
South  Norwood  CP,  clOO  in  the  autumn.  Inner  London:  Burgess  Park,  no  proof  of 
breeding  but  juveniles  present  from  June  11th.  Vauxhall,  one  pair  possibly  bred. 
Willow  Walk,  SE1,  four  on  May  12th. 

1654  Siskin  Carduelis  spinus 

This  species  is  a  regular  winter  visitor  in  variable  numbers  to  favoured  haunts  in 
the  London  Area.  Common  at  traditional  sites  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  w  ith  ten 
flocks  of  100  or  more  and  seven  further  flocks  of  50  or  more.  Several  observers 
commented  on  an  influx  in  early  January. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1992 


117 


It  is  difficult  to  judge  the  date  of  the  last  spring  record  and  first  autumn  record 
(although  there  was  a  small  influx  in  early  October)  since  there  were  a  number  of 
records  during  the  summer  months:  Hampstead  Heath,  one  male  on  May  12th, 
Camley  Street  Natural  Park  (Inner  London),  one  on  May  18th  and  two  on  June  6th, 
Dagnam  Park,  three  on  July  1 1th,  Joyce  Green  Hospital,  one  flew  over  on  July 
22nd  and  Warlingham,  one  female  from  Aug  11th  to  Aug  13th.  Breeding  has  still 
not  been  confirmed  in  London  but  a  patient  observer  may  be  rewarded  with  its 
discovery  in  the  near  future  since  this  species  is  still  expanding  its  breeding  range 
in  Britain. 

Less  numerous  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  two  flocks  of  over  100  and  six  further 
flocks  of  over  50.  Gatherings  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Fishers  Green,  100  on  Jan  19th  and  Mar  1st.  Waltham  Abbey,  120  on  Jan  13th, 
200  on  27th  and  on  Mar  9th. 

H  Panshanger  Park,  150+  on  Feb  8th  and  150  on  Dec  20th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  120  on 
Jan  24th. 

M  Bentley  Priory,  cl 00  on  Jan  9th.  Broadwater  GP,  100  on  Jan  2nd.  Hampstead 
Heath,  100  on  Jan  4th.  Inner  London :  Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  1 1  on  Mar  2nd, 
12  on  Mar  17th,  two  on  Mar  23rd,  six  on  Mar  30th,  one  on  May  18th  and  two  on 
June  6th.  Euston  Square,  NW1,  six  +  on  Mar  19th.  Fulham,  SW6,  five  on  Mar  1st 
and  two  on  15th.  Regent’s  Park,  up  to  13  from  Jan  13th  to  Apr  6th. 

B  Black  Park,  cl 50  on  Dec  13th.  Horton  GP,  120  on  Feb  20th. 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  100  on  Feb  1st.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  100  on  Jan  4th,  125  on  25th 
and  1 10  on  Feb  20th. . 

1660  Linnet  Carduelis  cannabina 

This  is  a  widespread  but  thinly  distributed  species  in  the  London  Area.  At  favoured 
localities  it  seems  to  be  in  decline  in  line  with  the  national  trend.  At  Rainham  Marsh 
for  example  MKD  comments  ‘numbers  much  lower  than  in  recent  years,  due  in  part 
to  cessation  of  grazing’.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  four  flocks  of  100 
or  more,  the  largest  being  200  at  Hornchurch  CP  and  Rainham  Marsh.  At  end  of  the 
year  there  were  seven  flocks  of  100  or  more,  the  largest  being  500  at  Rainham 
Marsh.  Gatherings  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Barking,  160  on  Oct  1st.  Dagnam  Park,  100  on  Sept  25th.  Fishers  Green,  110  on 
Feb  16th  and  120  in  April.  Hornchurch  CP,  200  in  January  and  February.  Rainham 
Marsh,  200  on  Jan  11th  and  Sept  19th,  500  on  Oct  29th  and  200  on  Nov  7th. 
Walthamstow  Res,  100  on  Apr  12th. 

H  Tyttenhanger  GP,  100  on  July  29th  and  Sept  4th,  and  120  on  Oct  1 1th. 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  100  on  Aug  31st  and  120  on  Oct  3rd. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  cl 00  on  Oct  10th. 

S  Thomcroft  Farm,  Leatherhead,  150  from  Aug  24th  to  Aug  28th.  Inner  London : 
Burgess  Park,  present  from  January  to  November  with  a  maximum  count  of  26  on 
Nov  15  th. 

1662  Twite  Carduelis  flavirostris 

This  species  is  an  annual  but  rare  winter  visitor  to  the  London  Area  almost 
exclusively  confined  to  Rainham  Marsh.  The  good  numbers  at  that  site  at  the  end 
of  1991  remained  into  1992  but  numbers  were  much  lower  there  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  All  records  are  given. 
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E  Berwick  Ponds,  two  on  Jan  12th  remaining  from  1991  (MKD).  Rainham  Marsh, 
20+  in  January,  25  in  February,  three  in  November  and  five  in  December 
(MKD,MAH,SRP  et  at). 

1663  Redpoll  Carduelis  flammea 

Although  still  widespread  but  thinly  distributed  in  the  London  Area,  this  species 
seems  to  be  declining.  A  similar  countrywide  pattern  is  indicated  by  national  data. 
Comments  on  status  were  received  from:  Ongar  Park  Wood:  ‘four  pairs  bred, 
compared  to  five  in  1991’  (AJAD)  and  Wimbledon  Common:  ‘no  territories 
compared  to  two  in  1991’  (RHK). 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  five  flocks  of  50  or  more,  compared  to  66 
in  1987.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  three  flocks  of  50  or  more  compared  to 
five  in  1991,  the  largest  being  100+  at  Hainault  Forest  in  December.  Breeding 
records  (total  numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  in  parentheses),  counts  of  fifty  or 
more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park  Wood  (1).  Hainault  Forest  (6-8);  100+  in  December.  Havering  (1-2). 

Ongar  (1).  Ongar  Park  Wood  (4);  55  on  Mar  29th  and  Apr  4th.  Weald  Park  (1). 

H  Bricket  Wood  Common,  up  to  two  birds  in  May.  Northaw  Great  Wood,  two  on 
May  3rd.  Potters  Crouch,  one  on  May  1st.  St  Albans  (1). 

M  Alexandra  Park  (2).  Bushy  Park,  50  on  Feb  9th.  Hampstead  Heath  (1-2),  up  to  80 
in  January.  Ruislip  Common  (several).  Gillespie  Park,  up  to  six  present  from  April 
to  June  including  single  juveniles  on  May  14th  and  June  13th  and  up  to  12  in  July 
and  August.  Inner  London:  Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  two  on  Mar  17th,  three  on 
Apr  13th  and  one  on  May  11th.  Greville  Place,  NW6,  one  pair  nested  but  were 
unsuccessful.  Regent’s  Park,  1-2  January  to  August  and  October  to  November. 

B  Black  Park,  50+  in  April  and  cl 00  on  May  5th  and  Dec  13th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  50  on  Oct  7th. 

S  Holmethorpe  (1).  Wimbledon  Common,  50  on  Mar  1 1th. 

1664  Arctic  Redpoll  Carduelis  hornemanni 

1991  Additional  Record 

S  Godstone,  one  on  Mar  10th  and  1 1th  (SJA.RPB  et  al ). 

The  third  record  for  the  London  Area  in  a  year  which  saw  a  huge  nationwide  influx 
of  the  species.  Interestingly,  all  London  records  have  been  in  early  spring  which  is 
contrary  to  the  national  norm  of  mid-winter  peaks.  Accepted  by  the  BBRC ;  two 
more  records  from  recent  years  are  still  in  circulation. 

1666  Crossbill  Loxia  curvirostra 

After  suspected  breeding  in  1991,  following  the  mass  invasion  of  1990,  records  fell 
to  the  usual  low  levels.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  two  or  three  flew  SE  on  Sept  10th  (MKD). 

H  Broxbourne  Wood,  a  pair  on  June  26th  (GJW).  Cheshunt,  three  or  more  in  a 
garden  on  Aug  29th  (SC/-).  Potters  Crouch  Plantation.  c20  on  Jan  2nd  (CME). 
Rickmansworth,  a  pair  on  Jan  3rd  (AMa).  Waltham  Cross,  one  flew  SE  on  Mar 
27th  and  two  flew  S  on  Sept  23rd  (SCr). 

B  Black  Park,  two  females  on  Jan  26th  (DJM.v). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  male  flew  over  on  Sept  3rd  (GDJM)  and  one  female/immature 
flew  N  on  Oct  29th  (AMP). 
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1679  Scarlet  Rosefinch 


Carpodacus  erythrinus 


K  Lullingstone  Park  near  Swanley,  a  singing  male  on  June  21st  (SJG). 

Following  the  unprecedented  spring  influx  of  this  species  into  Britain  in  1992,  one 
in  London  was  not  entirely  surprising  but  it  was  still  only  the  third  record  for  the 
Area  and  the  first  red  male.  A  typically  late  spring  date  by  national  standards. 


1710  Bullfinch 


Pyrrhula  pyrrhula 


This  is  a  thinly  distributed  but  widespread  species  in  the  London  Area  which 
seems  to  be  stable.  The  largest  breeding  concentration  reported  was  15+  pairs  at 
Hainault  Forest.  Counts  of  30  were  reported  from  this  locality  on  Oct  17th  and 
Wraysbury  GP  on  Jan  8th.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Cheyne  Walk,  SW3,  one  male  on  Apr  23rd.  Holland  Park,  one  male 
on  June  21st.  Hyde  Park,  present.  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  two  dates  in  April  and 
three  on  Nov  10th. 

1717  Hawfinch  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes 

The  national  trend  of  this  elusive  species  is  uncertain  but  is  thought  to  be  stable. 
However  it  seems  to  have  declined  in  the  London  Area  as  a  breeding  species  at 
least  during  the  last  three  years.  At  Dagnam  Park,  traditionally  the  best  site  in  the 
Area  for  this  species,  CRJ  commented:  ‘numbers  much  lower  than  usual  due  to 
habitat  changes  and  disturbance’.  A  minimum  of  16  pairs  were  reported  in  the 
breeding  season,  compared  to  21  in  1991  and  28  in  1990  and  the  largest  gathering 
was  25  at  Dagnam  Park  in  March.  All  records  are  given  (total  numbers  of  pairs  in 
parentheses).  The  close  proximity  to  Inner  London  of  the  birds  at  Hampstead 
Heath  and  Queen’s  Wood,  Highgate  is  notable. 

E  Connaught  Water,  Epping  Forest  one  on  Apr  9th.  Dagnam  Park  (1);  14  in  January, 
18  in  February,  25  in  March,  nine  on  Apr  14th,  one  or  two  in  July,  five  on  Oct 
29th,  three  in  November  and  eight  on  Dec  25th.  Hainault  Forest  (6).  Ongar  Park 
Wood  (3-4).  Weald  Park,  (1). 

H  Am  well  GP,  singles  on  Mar  1st,  27  th,  28th  and  Apr  4th  and  three  on  Apr  10th. 
Leggatts  Wood,  Watford,  one  male  Apr  14th.  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  on  Apr 
26th  and  one  male  carrying  food  on  May  27th.  Panshanger  Park,  five  on  Apr  24th 
and  two  on  May  9th.  Park  Street,  one  flew  over  on  May  20th.  Post  Wood  (2). 
Wormley  Wood,  one  singing  male  on  May  16th. 

M  Bentley  Priory,  one  on  Oct  31st.  Hampstead  Heath,  one  male  on  Apr  22nd. 
Ponders  End  Lake,  one  on  Sept  2nd.  Queen’s  Wood,  Highgate,  a  pair  on  Apr  29th, 
four  (including  one  juvenile)  on  June  27th  and  one  on  July  6th.  Tottenham 
Cemetery,  two  flew  off  NW  at  06.35  hrs  on  May  24th. 

K  Darenth  Woods,  two  on  Mar  1st. 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  on  Jan  20th.  Mickleham,  one  on  June  24th. 

1991  Correction 

M  One  on  Feb  22nd  was  at  Queen’s  Wood,  Highgate,  not  Alexandra  Park. 

1847  Lapland  Bunting  Calcarius  lapponicus 

A  rare  but  annual  visitor  to  the  London  Area  (mainly  to  traditional  sites)  which  has 
increased  in  recent  years.  Rainham  Marsh  is  fast  becoming  a  regular  site  for  his 
species  and  it  is  likely  that  very  small  numbers  probably  winter  there.  All  records 
are  given. 
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E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan  1 1th  (MKD),  15th  (CL)  and  30th  (KB),  two  on  March 
7th  (MKD,SRP),  one  on  Dec  12th  (MKD,SRP)  and  Dec  19th  (MKD). 

S  Beddington  SF,  three  flew  over  on  Oct  8th  (SJB). 

1850  Snow  Bunting  Plectrophenax  nivalis 

This  species  is  a  rare  but  annual  visitor  to  the  London  Area.  1992  was  a  poor  year 
with  only  two  records.  The  male  at  Rainham  Marsh,  where  this  species  was  more 
regular  up  to  1983,  was  the  first  there  since  one  on  Jan  17th  1987. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  male  on  Dec  28th  (MAH). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  flew  NW  at  12.50  hrs  on  Oct  10th  (GDJM). 

1856  Pine  Bunting  Emberiza  leucocephalos 


The  fine  male  that  stayed  at  Dagenham  Chase  from  Feb  12th  to  Mar  17th  was 
London’s  first  and  not  surprisingly  it  attracted  several  thousands  of  observers  from 
all  over  the  country.  The  London  Wildlife  Trust  reserve  wardens  are  to  be 
congratulated  for  the  splendid  access  arrangements  made  very  promptly  after  the 
bird’s  identification  and  for  prolonging  its  stay  with  supplementary  food.  Gratitude 
was  evident  with  the  large  sum  of  money  contributed  by  visitors.  Accepted  by  the 
BBRC. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  a  male  from  Feb  12th  to  Mar  17th  (KB.LH/;  et  al ).  See 
photographs  opposite  page  97. 

1857  Yellow  hammer  Emberiza  citrinella 

After  declining  to  the  end  of  the  1980s  this  species  has  recovered  well,  at  least  as  a 
breeding  bird,  in  the  London  Area,  with  the  population  remaining  stable  since  then 
in  line  with  the  national  trend.  However,  it  is  still  declining  in  some  parts 
especially  in  the  west  of  the  Area.  Seventy  five  pairs  or  singing  males  were 
reported  during  the  breeding  season,  compared  to  57  in  1991  and  37  in  1990.  There 
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was  one  flock  of  100  or  more,  at  Dagnam  Park  in  March,  compared  to  none  in 
1991.  Gatherings  of  50  or  more,  and  breeding  season  records  (total  numbers  of 
pairs  or  singing  males  in  parentheses)  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park  (7),  50  in  February,  120  in  March,  a  record  count  for  the  site  and  50 
on  Apr  7th.  Hainault  Forest  (8-10).  Ongar  Park  Wood  (3).  Rainham  Marsh  (1). 
Sewardstone  (9). 

H  Batlers  Green,  c50  on  Dec  6th.  Brent  Lodge  Farm  (3).  Chess  Valley  (2).  Chiswell 
Green  (clO).  Croxley  Green  (1).  Hilfield  Park  Res  (1).  Smallford  GP  (1). 

M  Femyhill  Farm,  Enfield  (1).  Park  Farm,  Enfield  (3).  Parkside  Farm,  Enfield  (3). 
Trent  Park  (7).  Vicarage  Farm  Enfield  (5),  c50  on  Sept  29th.  Yeading  Brook 
Meadows  (1). 

B  Langley  Park  (1). 

K  Bromley  Common,  three  on  May  10th.  Chelsfield  (1).  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  two 
on  Apr  20th  and  four  on  June  27th.  Dartford  Heath  (1).  Lullingstone  Park  (3). 
Northfleet  (1). 

S  Epsom  Common  (1).  Horton  CP  (1).  Park  Farm  (3).  Rushett  Farm  (1). 

1877  Reed  Bunting  Emberiza  schoeniclus 

This  is  a  widespread  species,  common  in  suitable  habitat  and  in  line  with  the 
national  trend  it  seems  to  be  stable  in  the  London  Area,  despite  some  conflicting 
reports.  For  example,  the  number  of  pairs  or  singing  males  at  Cheshunt  GP  has 
fallen  from  23  in  1987  to  ten  this  year,  comments  on  status  were  received  from: 
Dagnam  Park:  ‘much  higher  numbers  than  usual  on  set-aside  fields’  (CRJ), 
Rainham  Marsh:  ‘breeding  numbers  stjll  rather  low  due  to  habitat  loss  and 
disturbance’  (MKD).  Rammey  Marsh:  ‘30  on  Oct  18th  was  a  high  total  for  this 
site’  (SCr). 

Gatherings  of  50  or  more,  breeding  concentrations  of  ten  or  more  pairs  or  singing 
males  (total  numbers  in  parentheses)  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh  (100+),  60+  in  December. 

H  Amwell  GP  (17).  Cheshunt  GP  (10). 

S  South  Norwood  CP  (10).  Inner  London:  Burgess  Park,  one  male  on  May  10th. 

1882  Corn  Bunting  Miliara  calandra 

Two  flocks  of  50  or  more  were  reported,  one  less  than  five  years  ago.  This  species’ 
national  decline  began  in  the  early  1970s  and  intensified  in  the  early  1980s,  but  it 
still  seems  to  be  hanging  on  in  London,  at  least  in  favoured  localities  mainly  in  the 
east  of  the  Area.  Records  of  20  or  more  and  breeding  concentrations  of  five  or 
more  pairs  or  singing  males  (totals  in  parentheses)  are  given. 

E  Fairlop  area  (12+);  peak  count  of  70  during  the  year.  Hainault/Havering  (7-8). 
North  Ockendon  (7-8).  Rainham  Marsh  (10);  up  to  20  in  April.  South 
Homchurch/Berwick  Ponds  (20+). 

H  Chiswell  Green/Potters  Crouch  (9).  Rye  Meads,  up  to  28  at  roost  in  January. 

M  Springwell  Reed  Bed,  peak  roost  counts  of  24  on  Jan  12th  and  44  on  Mar  28th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  31  on  Sept  6th.  Dartford  Marsh,  91  on  Jan  22nd  and  30  on  Dec 
26th.  Swanscombe  Marsh,  up  to  37  in  February. 

S  South  Norwood  CP,  up  to  30  in  January  and  26  in  March. 
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Appendix  I:  Escapes 

The  following  records  relate  to  birds  known  or  presumed  to  be  of  captive  origin. 
Full  details  are  given  for  species  that  also  occur  in  a  wild  or  established  feral  state 
in  the  Area,  all  Category  D  species  and  any  others  of  special  interest,  e.g.  those 
which  may  achieve  Category  C  status  by  establishing  viable  feral  populations. 
Other  species  are  listed  at  the  end;  full  details  of  these  are  retained  on  the  Society’s 
record  cards.  In  addition  to  those  listed,  there  are  full-winged  individuals  of  several 
species  of  wildfowl  in  St  James’s  Park. 

Black  Swan  Cygnus  atratus 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  from  May  25th  to  28th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  from  Jan  1st  to  Feb  1st.  Brent  Res,  one  or  two  on  many  dates 
from  June  18th  to  Nov  15th. 

0157  Bean  Goose  Anser  fabalis 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Jan  5th  and  one  from  Apr  4th  to  May  17th. 

0158  Pink-footed  Goose  Anser  brachyrhynchus 

H  Bury  Lake,  singles  on  Jan  1st,  Apr  27th  and  June  26th.  Maple  Lodge  NR.  one  on 
Feb  8th.  Stocker’s  Lake  and  Stocker’s  Farm,  one  all  year.  Verulamium  Lake,  one 
on  Oct  26th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  singles  on  Jan  25th  and  Mar  7th. 

B  Horton  GP,  one  on  Mar  15th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  from  July  24th  to  Aug  8th. 

0159  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  albifrons 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  June  9th.  Verulamium  Lake,  one  in  October. 

Bar-headed  Goose  Anser  indicus 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  several  dates  in  April,  May,  August  and  September. 
Lynster’s  Farm  and  GP,  singles  on  Jan  6th,  Mar  1st  and  23rd,  Apr  2nd  and  17th. 
Maple  Cross,  one  on  Feb  22nd.  Maple  Lodge  NR,  singles  on  Feb  8th,  Mar  15th 
and  Aug  29th.  Royal  Oak  GP,  one  on  Apr  10th  and  25th.  Stocker's  Lake,  one  on 
Mar  27th  and  one  on  Aug  13th  and  28th.  Troy  Mill,  one  on  Jan  8th.  Verulamium 
Lake,  one  on  Oct  12th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  singles  on  Jan  25th,  Aug  8th  and  Aug  10th.  Ruislip  Lido,  one  on 
Nov  1st.  Wood  Green  Res,  one  on  Apr  20th. 

S  South  Norwood  CP.  one  in  January  and  February  and  one  on  July  25th  and  26th. 

0163  Snow  Goose  Anser  caeruleseens 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  a  blue-phase  bird  on  June  27th. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  two  on  Apr  24th. 
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0167  Barnacle  Goose  Branta  leucopsis 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Jan  22nd,  six  on  Mar  31st  and  four  all  summer  producing  a 
brood  of  nine  young. 

H  Am  well  GP,  singles  on  Apr  12th,  May  29th  and  Sept  6th.  Rye  Meads,  singles  on 
Jan  4th  and  18th,  Feb  8th,  Mar  1st,  Apr  13th  and  Aug  22nd.  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP, 
one  on  Sept  12th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  Mar  14th. 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Jan  17th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  June  1st.  South  Norwood  CP,  one  from  June  2nd  to  30th 
and  again  in  July  and  August  and  November  and  December. 

0168  Brent  Goose  Branta  bernicla 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  from  Jan  1st  to  May  30th  and  again  from  Nov  22nd  to  the 
year-end.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  July  8th.  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  singles  on  Feb 
23rd  and  Apr  15th  presumably  related  to  the  long-staying  bird  from  nearby  Bam 
Elms  Res.  Walton  Res,  one  on  May  14th. 

0171  Ruddy  Shelduck  Tadorna  ferruginea 

E  Barking,  one  from  Sept  6th  to  Oct  1st.  Fishers  Green,  two  on  Jan  24th  and  Feb 
24th.  Nazeing  GP,  one  on  Feb  21st.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan  18th  and  25th. 
Walthamstow  Res,  one  or  two  on  many  dates. 

H  Amwell  GP,  two  on  Feb  1 1th.  Rye  Meads,  two  on  Feb  23rd.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one 
on  Apr  5th,  three  on  July  25th  and.  four  on  26th. 

M  Alexandra  Park  and  Wood  Green  Res,  three  on  Jan  22nd,  three  on  Feb  10th,  two 
on  Mar  30th,  three  on  May  5th  and  one  on  July  4th  and  5th.  Gillespie  Park,  three 
on  Dec  4th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  two  on  July  9th  and  12th.  Stoke  Newington  Res, 
regularly  present  June  to  November  with  a  maximum  of  four  on  Aug  1 1th  and  Sept 
12th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Aug  16th. 

K  Thamesmead,  one  from  Aug  23rd  to  Sept  8th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  from  Mar  23rd  to  Apr  8th.  Dulwich,  one  on  May  14th. 

0177  Wood  Duck  Aix  sponsa 

H  Kings  Langley,  a  male  with  a  Mandarin  on  Jan  24th. 

0204  Scaup  Aythya  marila 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  a  first-winter  male  with  the  resident  collection  birds 
from  Jan  20th  to  the  year  end. 

0296  Golden  Eagle  Aquila  chrysaetos 

H  St  Albans,  an  adult  in  October  and  November.  The  owner  was  informed! 


Red-tailed  Hawk 

H  Panshanger  Park,  one  on  Sept  26th  trailing  jesses. 


Buteo  jamaicensis 


&  X  x  £  x  X  Xx 
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0355  Chukar  Alectoris  chukar 

Gorhambury,  nine  on  Jan  15th. 

Tottenham  Cemetery,  one  on  Apr  8th. 

Other  species  recorded  were  as  follows: 

Emperor  Goose  Anser  canagicus 
Cape  Shelduck  Tadorna  cana 
Chiloe  Wigeon  Anas  sibilatrix 
Speckled  Teal  Anas  flavirostris 
Chestnut  Teal  Anas  castanea 
Bahama  Pintail  Anas  bahamensis 
Red  Shoveler  Anas  platalea 
Ringed  Teal  Callonetta  leucophrys 
Rosybill  Netta  peposaca 
Cockatiel  Nymphicus  hollandicus 
Budgerigar  Mellopsittacus  undulatus 
African  Grey  Parrot  Psittacus  erithacus 
Common  Mynah  Acridotheres  tristis 
Common  Waxbill  Estrilda  astrilid 
Orange-cheeked  Waxbill  Estrilda  melpoda 

Appendix  II:  Hybrids 

The  following  records  probably  relate  to  wild  or  feral  hybrids. 

Canada  Goose  x  grey  goose  sp 

Ponders  End  Lake,  one  on  Nov  1st. 

Canada  Goose  x  Greylag  Goose 

Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  June  23rd. 

Wood  Green  Res,  one  on  Feb  19th  and  Mar  4th. 

Mandarin  x  Anas  sp 

Amwell  GP,  a  curious  female  type  on  May  9th  showed  mixed  characteristics  of 
Mandarin  and  an  Anas  species,  possibly  Gadwall. 

Mallard  x  Wigeon 

Staines  Res,  the  usual  male  was  present  throughout  the  summer. 

Old  Slade  NR,  the  male  from  Staines  was  here  on  May  30th. 

Aythya  hybrids 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  Tufted  x  Pochard  type  on  Jan  4th.  Bury  Lake,  a  male  Lesser 
Scaup  type  on  Dec  23rd  and  29th.  Stocker's  Lake,  a  male  Lesser  Scaup  type  on  Jan 
23rd  and  Mar  1st  and  on  many  dates  from  Sept  9th  to  Dec  31st. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  a  Scaup  type  hybrid  on  Jan  5th. 

S  Beddington  Park/SF,  a  Tufted  x  Pochard  type  on  many  dates.  South  Norwood  CP. 
a  Tufted  x  Pochard  type  all  year.  Kew  Green,  a  male  Ring-necked  x  Tufted  from 
Apr  24th  to  May  1st  -  see  photographs  opposite  page  33.  Walton  Res.  a  male 
Scaup  x  Tufted  type  on  Oct  29th. 
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First  and  Last  Dates  of  Regular  Migrants 


Summer  Migrants 

Arrival 

Departure 

Garganey 

May 

5 

Hall  Marsh 

IK 

Oct  18 

Beddington  SF 

JPA  et  al 

Hobby 

Apr 

14 

Garston 

CME 

Oct  4 

Regent’s  Park 

ARD 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

Mar 

7 

Stanstead  Abbotts  GP 

GJW 

Sep  27 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

CL 

Sandwich  Tern 

Apr 

24 

Staines  Res 

FRC 

Oct  3 

Rye  Meads 

RMRG 

Common  Tern 

Apr 

9 

Nazeing  GP 

SCr 

Oct  4 

West  Thurrock 

SRP 

Arctic  Tern 

Apr 

12 

Cheshunt  GP 

GJW 

Sep  26 

West  Thurrock 

AAB 

Black  Tern 

Apr 

23 

Nazeing  GP 

SCr 

Oct  3 

Island  Bam  Res 

SJS 

Walton  Res 

SJS 

Turtle  Dove 

Apr 

6 

Oxhey 

JT 

Sep  27 

Crystal  Palace  Park 

PB  b 

Cuckoo 

Apr 

18 

Three  sites 

mo 

Sep  17 

Walthamstow  Res 

GCG 

Swift 

Apr 

21 

Three  sites 

mo 

Oct  1 

Dulwich  GC 

PB  b 

Sand  Martin 

Mar 

1 

Walthamstow  Res 

LC  et  al 

Oct  18 

Berwick  Ponds 

MKD 

Swallow 

Apr 

7 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

GSE 

Nov  20 

Wm  Girling  Res 

DL 

Oxhey 

We 

House  Martin 

Mar 

21 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

SWR 

Nov  1 

Chipstead  Lake 

TRS 

Tree  Pipit 

Mar 

21 

Dagenham  Chase 

KB,HV 

Oct  10 

Beddington  SF 

BBR 

Yellow  Wagtail 

Mar 

25 

Hampstead  Heath 

MAH 

Oct  10 

Rye  Meads 

RMRG 

Nightingale 

Apr 

18 

Littleworth  Common 

MW/- 

Aug  10 

Dartford  Marsh 

BEW 

Redstart 

Apr 

11 

Dagnam  Park 

CRJ 

Oct  12 

Dagenham  Chase 

KB  et  al 

Whinchat 

Apr 

24 

Beddington  SF 

BBR 

Oct  8 

Beddington  SF 

.  BBR 

Wheatear 

Mar 

3 

Dartford  Marsh 

BEW 

Oct  21 

Staines  Res 

CL 

Gillespie  Park 

RAB 

Ring  Ouzel 

Mar 

31 

Dagenham  Chase 

PM,MS« 

Oct  22 

South  Norwood  CP 

JBdJBi 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

Apr 

9 

Amwell  GP 

GJW 

Sep  26 

Dagnam  Park 

CRJ 

Sedge  Warbler 

Mar 

23 

South  Norwood  CP 

JBi 

Sep  26 

Rye  Meads 

RMRG 

Reed  Warbler 

Apr 

21 

Ingreboume  Valley 

KB 

Sep  29 

Beddington  SF 

JPA 

Ham  Lands 

RJH 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

Apr 

18 

Nazeing  GP 

ACy 

Oct  22 

Beddington  SF 

BBR 

Rye  Meads 

RMRG 

Whitethroat 

Apr 

9 

Potters  Crouch 

CME 

Oct  2 

Hampstead  Heath 

PWD,MAH 

Garden  Warbler 

Apr 

12 

South  Norwood  CP 

JB/ 

Oct  17 

Beddington  SF 

BBR 

Wood  Warbler 

Apr 

22 

Ham  Lands 

RJH 

Sep  18 

Hampstead  Heath 

PWD 

Willow  Warbler 

Mar 

12 

Crofton  Heath 

PDG 

Nov  6 

Hampstead  Heath 

PWD 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

May 

5 

Several  sites 

mo 

Oct  8 

Beddington  SF 

BBR 

Pied  Flycatcher 

Apr 

17 

Darenth 

GCN 

Oct  20 

Hertford  Heath 

DD 

Winter  Migrants 

Departure 

Arrival 

Smew 

Mar 

31 

Staines  Res 

IMS 

Nov  8 

King  George  V  Res 

SCr 

Jack  Snipe 

May  28 

Dagenham  Chase 

LH 

Sep  27 

Amwell  GP 

GJW 

Fieldfare 

Apr 

25 

Several  sites 

mo 

Oct  7 

Regent’s  Park 

ARD 

Redwing 

Apr 

21 

Streatham  Common 

JF/7 

Sep  25 

Beddington  SF 

BBR 

Regent’s  Park 

ARD 

Brambling 

Apr 

20 

Wraysbury  GP 

RMRG 

Oct  1 

Waltham  Abbey 

EBWS 
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Ringing  Report  for  1992 
P.E.  Jones 


There  does  not  appear  to  be  an  end  to  the  low  number  of  birds  being  ringed  in  the  Area.  A 
number  of  factors  including  mild  winters  and  wet  springs  helped  in  the  continuing 
decline.  Winter  thrushes  for  instance  were  few,  with  the  maximum  reported  ringed  being 
13  Fieldfare  and  21  Redwing,  both  by  the  Dartford  Ringing  Group.  Good  ringing  years 
are  usually  accompanied  by  snow  over  the  near  continent. A  benefit  of  mild  winters 
however  was  the  increase  in  catches  of  insectivorous  birds  such  as  Treecreeper,  Goldcrest 
and  Coal  Tit.  These  increases  did  not  affect  all,  with  Runnymede  Ringing  Group  noting  a 
decline  in  Wrens  over  the  past  three  years  from  228  in  1990,  179  in  1991  to  131  in  1992. 

The  spring  looked  promising  with  quite  a  good  passage  of  Willow  Warblers  which 
settled  to  breed  in  good  numbers.  The  wet  weather  however  wiped  out  many  nests.  The 
other  summer  migrants  also  met  with  mixed  fortunes.  Beddington  SF  caught  low  numbers 
of  Swifts  and  House  Martins  and  several  groups  caught  low  numbers  of  Reed  and  Sedge 
Warblers.  Sylvia  warblers  reversed  this  trend  with  many  ringers  reporting  larger  numbers 
than  normal. 

A  number  of  interesting  birds  were  ringed  including  a  Cetti’s  Warbler,  three  Ring¬ 
necked  Parakeets,  a  Bam  Owl  and  a  Woodcock.  Pride  of  place  must  go  to  the  adult  female 
Sardinian  Warbler  ringed  at  Hogsmill  SF. 

Rye  Meads  Ringing  Group  ringed  an  impressive  number  of  pulli  with  43 1  ringed  of  25 
species.  As  a  whole,  London  Area  ringers  processed  pulli  of  35  species  including  ten 
Stock  Doves,  68  Common  Terns,  54  Sedge  Warblers,  57  Reed  Warblers  and  four 
Sparrowhawks.  The  nest  box  scheme  at  Beddington  led  to  188  pulli  Tree  Sparrows  being 
ringed,  a  very  impressive  total. 

The  recoveries  from  the  Area  produced  the  usual  number  of  birds  abroad,  including 
two  Blackcaps  to  Morocco,  a  Teal  to  Denmark,  two  Tufted  Ducks  to  Russia  and  Common 
Terns  in  three  west  African  countries.  The  intensive  ringing  at  Rye  Bay  in  Sussex  has 
resulted  in  controls  of  the  following  birds  from  our  area  -  four  Willow  Warblers,  one 
Whitethroat,  14  Reed  Warblers,  two  Swallows,  three  Sedge  Warblers,  three  Sand  Martins 
and  a  single  Redpoll. 

The  follows  a  list  of  selected  recoveries  and  controls. 

Key  to  symbols  used: 

V.  Controlled  (caught  or  trapped,  released  with  ring) 

VV.  Field  or  sight  record 

+.  Shot  or  killed  by  man 

X.  Found  dead 


SELECTED/RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS 


Greylag  Goose 

5150801  26.06.88 

+  27.06.92 

5157765  24.06.90 

VV  31.01.92 


Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent. 
Radwell  GP,  Beds.  1 14  km. 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent. 
Titchfield  Haven,  Hants,  1 12  km. 
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Canada  Goose 

5160285 

+ 

23.06.91 

07.01.92 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent 

Betherdsen,  Ashford,  Kent,  44  km. 

Gadwall 

4172932 

VV 

VV 

13.09.92 

21.10.92 

15.11.92 

Dobersdorfer  See,  Kr  Plon,  Germany. 

Thorpe  Water  Park,  Surrey. 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent. 

Tufted  Duck 

FC05178 

+ 

05.08.87 

14.08.90 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

Stolinski  Region,  Brest,  USSR,  1850  km. 

FV35542 

X 

10.02.91 

17.08.91 

Queen  Mary  Res,  Surrey. 

Starovinsky  Region,  Novgorod,  USSR,  2125  km. 

FV926046 

X 

23.01.91 

18.05.91 

Queen  Mary  Res,  Surrey. 

Katravozsk,  Priuralsky  Region,  Tyumen,  USSR, 

4098  km. 

FC43271 

X 

25.01.92 

15.05.91 

Hyde  Park,  Inner  London. 

Aland,  Finland,  1575  km. 

Black-headed  Gull 

ED99220 

VV 

27.12.70 

09.04.91 

Littlebrook,  Dartford,  Kent. 

Nr  Copenhagen,  Denmark. 

Also  recorded  at  the  same  site  in  1980,  1987  and  1990. 

As  usual  there  were  a  large  number  of  ringed  Black-headed  Gulls  seen  or  caught  in  the 
Area.  These  included  birds  to  and  from  the  following  countries:  Denmark  (8),  Estonia  (2), 
Finland  (5),  Germany  (6),  Norway  (2),  Lithuania  (6),  Sweden  (1)  and  Holland  (6).  The 
recovery  above  is  included  because  of  the  age  of  the  bird. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 


GJ69266 

VV 

03.07.84 

05.11.92 

Bristol,  Avon. 

Kensington  Gardens,  Inner  London. 

Common  Tern 

XS78136 

VV 

22.01.85 

20.12.85 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

Keta,  Nigeria. 

XS78199 

X 

21.06.86 

08.09.87 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

Senya  Breku,  Ghana,  5155  km. 

XS97354 

X 

18.06.88 

23.05.89 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

Lome,  Togo,  5073  km. 

Kingfisher 

SB32470 

X 

12.08.90 

19.08.92 

Littlebrook,  Dartford,  Kent. 

Enfield,  Middx,  29  km. 

Sand  Martin 

E210835 

V 

24.07.88 

06.08.88 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

Archeres,  Yvelines,  Seine  et  Oise,  France,  345  km. 

H019192 

V 

11.07.92 

22.07.92 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

Sandwich  Bay,  Kent,  1 1 1  km. 
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Redwing 


RV36756 

X 

27.10.91 

01.01.92 

RX19911 

+ 

22.10.88 

28.02.92 

Sedge  Warbler 

3567989 

27.07.90 

V 

10.05.91 

3449135 

V 

05.08.89 

09.05.91 

Reed  Warbler 

31612118 

V 

25.08.89 

21.07.90 

F655633 

V 

27.06.90 

03.08.91 

Blackcap 

H342463 

V 

21.07.91 

25.07.92 

H858070 

X 

01.08.92 

21.10.92 

H346414 

X 

27.07.91 

27.04.92 

H4 13970 

V 

01.09.91 

19.09.92 

Chiffchaff 

0T2797 

V 

15.09.90 

15.04.91 

Willow  Warbler 

7R0498 

V 

28.04.91 

11.07.92 

Firecrest 

J38911 

V 

27.09.90 

08.12.90 

Greenfinch 

VA99276 

X 

23.07.88 

20.11.91 

Siskin 

HO  18505 

V 

28.12.91 

14.06.91 

F664891 

V 

12.02.90 

14.04.92 

F701392 

V 

28.03.91 

19.01.92 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent. 
Wokingham,  Berks,  72  km. 

Wraysbury  GP.  Bucks. 

Moustier,  Lot-et-Garonne,  France,  760  km. 


St  Philbert-de-grand-lieu,  Loire  Atlantique, 
France. 

Middlesex  Filter  Beds,  Middx,  515  km. 

Etang  de  Trunvel,  Finistere.  France. 

Rye  Meads,  Herts,  532  km. 

St  Sevrin-D'Uzet.  Charente-Maritime.  France. 
Bedfont  Lakes,  662  km. 

Walthamstow  Marsh,  Essex. 

Houghton  Regis,  Beds,  52km. 

Didlington,  Norfolk. 

Rye  Meads,  Herts,  92km. 

Wraysbury  GP.  Bucks. 

Khemisset,  Des  Oulad,  Nr  Settat,  Morocco, 
2146  km 

Wraysbury  GP.  Bucks. 

Marrakech,  Morocco,  2266  km. 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent. 

Cissbury  Ring,  Worthing,  Sussex,  61  km. 

Wraysbury  GP.  Bucks. 

Watnall.  Notts.  178  km. 

Lower  Feltham.  Middx. 

Lower  Test  Marshes,  Hants,  93  km. 

Zwin,  West  Vlaanderen,  Belgium. 

Queen  Mary  Res,  Surrey,  266  km. 

Rye  Meads.  Herts. 

Taunton,  Somerset,  231  km. 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

Nr  Inveraray,  Strathclyde.  608  km. 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve.  Kent. 
Guisborough.  Cleveland.  371  km. 

Guisborough.  Cleveland. 

Sevenoaks,  Kent,  371  km. 
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H6660066 

V 

26.02.92 

02.05.92 

Sevenoaks,  Kent. 

Golspie,  Highland  Region,  791  km. 

Linnet 

E769589 

X 

03.10.89 

23.05.92 

Beachy  Head,  Sussex. 

Rye  Meads,  Herts,  118  km. 

Bullfinch 

E386569 

V 

10.08.87 

16.04.92 

Joydens  Wood,  Bexley,  Kent. 

Bishopstone,  Kent,  70  km. 

Reed  Bunting 

3205960 

V 

26.10.89 

25.01.91 

Wieze,  Oost-Vlaaderen,  Belgium. 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent,  247  km. 
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Birds  of 
Hilfield  Park 
Reservoir 

G.S.  Elton 


INTRODUCTION 

Situated  in  the  south-west  comer  of  Hertfordshire  to  the  east  of  Watford,  Hilfield  Park 
Reservoir  is  one  of  the  few  large  undisturbed  bodies  of  water  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
This  paper  is  intended  as  a  brief  summary  of  the  birdlife  between  the  years  1960-1992 
with  reference  made  to  birds  recorded  between  1955-59  but  not  since  (this  period  was 
covered  in  full  by  Sage,  1961).  Due  to  the  limited  nature  of  early  information  only  the 
years  from  1980  onwards  are  covered  comprehensively,  these  being  treated  as  recent 
records.  Where  possible,  population  changes  during  the  study  period  have  been  assessed 
using  data  obtained  from  documented  records  and  from  the  personal  records  of  regular 
observers,  both  past  present,  who  are  acknowledged  at  the  end  of  the  paper. 

STUDY  AREA 

The  study  area  consists  of  the  reservoir  and  surrounding  woodland  and  grassland  areas 
which  is  enclosed  by  a  concrete  and  barbed  wire  fence.  Where  relevant,  reference  is  made 
to  adjacent  areas. 

The  reservoir  is  the  property  of  Three  Valleys  Water  Services  pic  and  measures  46.5 
hectares  (115  acres)  in  surface  area  at  top  water  level,  with  a  storage  capacity  of 
approximately  600  million  gallons.  It  was  constructed  between  1952  and  1954  and  filled 
by  pumping  in  1955.  Built  across  a  natural  valley,  it  has  three  gently  sloping  banks  with 
the  fourth  being  a  large  concrete  dam  from  which  the  bridge  and  pumping  tower  extend. 
It  is  used  to  provide  drinking  water  at  times  of  high  demand  and  is  replenished  from  wells 
at  times  of  low  water  demand. 

The  woodland  and  grassland  areas  measure  approximately  32  hectares  (80  acres),  the 
former  consisting  mainly  of  Norway  spruce,  Scots  pine,  English  oak  and  poplar.  These 
were  planted  by  the  water  company  to  act  as  a  screen  around  the  reservoir  with  a  total  of 
9,000  trees  planted  between  the  years  1957  to  1969. 

The  reservoir  is  managed  as  a  nature  reserve  by  the  Herts  and  Middlesex  Wildlife 
Trust  and  achieved  the  status  of  Local  Nature  Reserve  after  an  agreement  between  the 
water  company,  Trust  and  County  Council  in  1969. 

The  area  is  bounded  to  the  north  by  Elstree  Aerodrome  and  to  the  east  by  the  Lister 
Institute  laboratory,  farmland  and  a  small  sewage  works.  The  southern  boundary  is 
formed  by  the  A41  and  to  the  west  lies  farmland  and  the  grounds  of  Hilfield  Castle  which 
includes  a  small  woodland  lake  and  heath.  It  is  possible  to  walk  completely  around  the 
reservoir  and  woodland  areas  and  there  is  a  small  hide  situated  on  the  south  bank.  Access 
is  by  key  only,  restricted  to  trust  members  and  local  RSPB  groups  by  prior  appointment. 
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Map  of  Hilfleld  Park  Reservoir 


ORNITHOLOGICAL  IMPORTANCE 

The  main  importance  of  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir  is  for  wildfowl,  acting  both  as  a  late 
summer  moulting  refuge  and  wintering  site.  It  is  one  of  only  two  sites  in  Hertfordshire 
that  are  important  as  a  late  summer  moulting  refuge  for  Pochard  and  Tufted  Duck.  In 
1985,  the  only  year  for  which  there  are  national  figures,  Hilfield  held  1.6%  of  the  British 
moulting  Pochard  population.  Wintering  species  that  have  occurred  in  nationally 
significant  numbers  (over  one  per  cent  of  the  British  population)  are  Great  Crested  Grebe, 
Shoveler  and  Ruddy  Duck.  There  is  also  an  important  winter  gull  roost  which  regularly 
exceeds  20,000  birds  comprising  of  mainly  the  smaller  species. 

Breeding  waterfowl  vary  considerably  in  numbers  from  year  to  year  being  largely 
dependent  on  the  water  level  and  marginal  vegetation  growth  which,  until  quite  recently, 
has  been  restricted  by  grazing  sheep.  The  surrounding  woodland  areas,  due  to  a  lack  of 
management,  offer  very  little  in  the  way  of  breeding  sites  for  birds.  The  woods  are  dense 
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and  sheltered  with  little  ground  vegetation  although  the  adjacent  woodland  of  Hilfield 
Castle  holds  a  good  selection  of  the  commoner  breeding  species. 

Reedmace  and  phragmites  are  both  established  in  small  quantities  around  the  reservoir, 
supporting  a  small  colony  of  Reed  Warblers  and  several  pairs  of  Reed  Buntings. 

Although  not  situated  in  a  river  valley  or  on  a  renowned  migration  route,  the  reservoir 
does  have  a  substantial  list  of  unusual  species  reflecting  its  appeal  to  migrating  birds.  This 
is  even  more  impressive  when  it  realised  that  very  few  regular  observers  visit  the  site  and 
therefore  how  many  transient  birds  must  get  missed. 

THE  FUTURE 

The  future  of  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir  for  wildlife  and  those  that  enjoy  it  looks  promising. 
Three  Valleys  Water  Services  supports  and  actively  takes  part  in  conservation  projects  on 
the  reserve.  The  Herts  and  Middlesex  Trust  are  in  the  process  of  implementing  a 
management  plan  that  will  primarily  benefit  birdlife.  Future  projects  include  extensive 
woodland  management,  provision  of  tern  rafts  and  a  spit  and  wader  scrape.  This  offers  an 
ideal  opportunity  to  study  and  document  the  wildlife  population  changes  as  habitats  are 
created  or  transformed. 

SYSTEMATIC  LIST,  1960  to  1992 

The  current  status  of  each  species  has  been  summarised  using  the  following  codes: 


Resident 
Summer  visitor 
Winter  visitor 
Passage  migrant 
Rare  visitor 
Occasional  visitor 
Frequent  visitor 
Breeds 


(R) 

(S) 

(W) 

(PM)  regular  spring/autumn  migrant 

(R) 

(O) 

(F)  has  bred  or  probably  bred  during  the  study  period 
(B) 


RED-THROATED  DIVER  (RV).  Two  records  of  single  birds  on  Jan  24th  and  Jan  30th 
1965. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  (RV).  Two  records  of  single  birds  from  Feb  1 1th  to  25th 
and  on  Oct  29th  1967. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  (RV).  One  record  of  a  single  bird  present  from  Nov  1 1th 
1967  to  Feb  1 1th  1968  which  had  a  large,  orange  fishing  float  attached  to  one  wing. 

LITTLE  GREBE  (RB).  Up  to  five  pairs  breed  annually.  Large  numbers  are  regularly 
recorded  with  38  in  October  1980  and  42  in  November  1982  noteworthy. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  (RB/W).  An  erratic  breeder  with  two  pairs  in  1984,  one  in 
1989,  two  in  1990  and  ten  in  1992.  Numbers  in  winter  also  fluctuate  from  year  to  year, 
with  counts  of  up  to  186  birds  made  in  the  winter  of  1983/84  being  nationally  significant. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  (O).  Primarily  a  winter  visitor.  Recent  records  are  all  of  single 
birds:  Oct  13th  and  25th  1980,  Mar  5th,  29th  and  May  25th  1982,  Feb  1 1th,  Oct  6th  and 
9th  1985,  Nov  6th  to  7th  1988  and  Jan  1st  and  2nd  1989. 
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SLAVONIAN  GREBE  (O).  Occurs  primarily  in  winter.  Recent  records  are  of  single 
birds  on  Oct  14th  and  15th  and  Oct  25th  to  Nov  12th  1980,  Apr  9th  to  24th,  26th  and  28th 
1987,  Mar  4th  1992  and  a  pair  were  present  from  Apr  8th  to  23rd  1990  and  seen 
displaying  but  promptly  left  the  next  day. 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  (OB).  Successfully  bred  in  1990  raising  three  young,  this 
being  the  first  breeding  success  in  the  London  Area  and  the  first  in  Herts  since  1928.  A 
displaying  pair  returned  in  early  May  1992  for  five  days  before  departing  only  to  return  at 
the  end  of  May  for  a  single  day.  Unfortunately  there  was  no  attempt  to  breed.  Single  birds 
were  recorded  in  1980,  1983,  1985,  1987,  1988,  1990  and  1991  with  a  group  of  four  on 
Aug  10th  1982  being  the  best  count. 

LEACH’S  PETREL  (RV).  Two  records,  one  in  amongst  Swifts  on  May  8th  1977  and 
one  on  Sept  3rd  1983. 

CORMORANT  (F).  Although  primarily  a  winter  visitor,  records  have  increased 
dramatically  in  recent  years  and  birds  are  now  recorded  throughout  the  year.  Counts  of 
note  include  28  on  Oct  1 7th  1986  and  33  on  Oct  12th  1992  rising  to  49  on  17th. 

SHAG  (O).  Primarily  a  winter  visitor,  with  four  immatures  on  Aug  31st  1980  being 
unusual.  Other  recent  records  are  of  14  adults  on  Nov  14th  1985  with  three  remaining  the 
next  day,  and  four  (one  adult)  from  Mar  13th  to  16th  1988. 

GREY  HERON  (F).  A  regular  visitor  to  the  reserve  with  numbers  approaching  double 
figures  by  the  end  of  the  summer. 

MUTE  SWAN  (RB).  Bred  successfully  in  1981,  1988,  1989  and  1992.  Present  in  larger 
than  usual  numbers  in  October  1991  with  32  on  20th. 

BEWICK’S  SWAN  (OW).  Six  recent  records:  two  from  Dec  1st  to  6th  1980,  one  from 
Nov  11th  to  15th  1983,  four  on  Nov  6th  1985  one  remaining  until  9th,  two  on  Dec  4th 
1985,  one  on  Jan  28th  1992  and  a  flock  of  21  on  Feb  16th  1992. 

WHOOPER  SWAN  (RV).  A  flock  of  48  birds  considered  to  almost  certainly  be  of  this 
species  was  present  on  Oct  30th  1974,  this  being  the  largest  flock  ever  recorded  in  Herts. 

[WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE]  (RV).  A  single  bird  on  May  5th  1984  is  put  in  brackets 
as  it  was  almost  certainly  of  captive  origin. 

GREYLAG  GOOSE  (O).  Individual  birds  are  occasionally  found  accompanying  Canada 
Geese.  One  on  Feb  2nd  1956  was  thought  possibly  to  be  of  wild  origin  (Gladwin  &  Sage, 
1986). 

CANADA  GOOSE  (O).  Small  numbers  are  present  occasionally  throughout  the  year, 
although  post  breeding  flocks  can  number  100+. 

[BARNACLE  GOOSE]  (RV).  Two  records  of  presumed  escaped  captive  birds:  seven  on 
Apr  15th  1980  and  one  on  May  5th  and  14th  1984. 

BRENT  GOOSE  (RV).  Two  records,  two  on  Nov  1 1th  1962  and  one  on  Mar  22nd  1974. 

EGYPTIAN  GOOSE  (RV).  One  record  of  a  single  bird  on  Oct  27th  1985. 

SHELDUCK  (O).  Recent  records  all  concern  birds  present  between  December  and  June. 
Recorded  in  1980,  1981,  1982,  1985,  1987,  1991  and  1992  averaging  three  records  per 
year  with  the  largest  count  four  on  Apr  7th  1981. 
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MANDARIN  (RV).  Two  records.  A  pair  on  Oct  24th  1975  and  a  male  on  Dec  29th  1976. 

WIGEON  (W).  A  regular  visitor  during  winter  months  although  numbers  vary 
considerably  from  year  to  year.  Recent  high  counts  include  97  on  Jan  22nd  1987  and  92 
on  Oct  27th  1991. 

GADWALL  (WR).  The  status  of  this  species  has  changed  considerably  over  the  past  five 
years  from  an  occasional  winter  visitor  to  a  resident  with  increased  numbers  in  winter. 
The  largest  count  is  94  on  Oct  27th  1991. 

TEAL  (W).  Mainly  a  winter  visitor  although  occasionally  recorded  at  other  times  of  the 
year.  Numbers  are  largely  dependent  on  water  levels  and  can  reach  three  figures.  Green¬ 
winged  Teal  (RV).  The  first  and  only  Hertfordshire  record  of  this  rare  North  American 
sub-species  of  Teal  is  a  drake  on  Nov  1 1th  and  15th  1961. 

MALLARD  (RB).  Four  or  five  pairs  breed  annually. 

PINTAIL  (O).  After  a  ten  year  absence  prior  to  1985,  birds  have  been  recorded  seven 
times:  February  1985  (2),  March  1986  (2),  September  1989  (1),  December  1990  (2)  and 
January  (2),  February  (2)  and  October  (4)  1991. 

GARGANEY  (O/PM).  Only  three  recent  records:  one  on  Aug  25th  1980,  one  from  May 
7th  to  8th  1990,  and  a  drake  on  May  16th  and  20th  1992. 

SHOVELER  (RW).  Birds  are  present  for  most  of  the  year  with  increased  numbers  during 
the  winter  months. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  (O).  Recent  records  are  of  a  male  on  Jan  6th  1982  and 
singles  on  June  26th  and  from  Aug  8th  to  Sept  16th  1984.  As  with  records  from  other 
waters  in  the  South  East,  the  escape  likelihood  is  high  and  these  birds  may  all  have  been 
of  captive  origin. 

POCHARD  (RB).  High  post-breeding  flock  numbers  include  617  in  September  1976. 
More  recently,  high  counts  have  been  180  in  August  1982,  253  in  October  1984,  150  in 
August  1986,  177  in  August  1989  and  200  in  August  1991.  The  only  recent  breeding 
record  is  of  one  pair  in  1986. 

FERRUGINOUS  DUCK  (RV).  One  record  of  a  male  on  Nov  26th  1961. 

TUFTED  DUCK  (RB).  Bred  successfully  in  1985,  1987  and  1991.  Recent  high  post¬ 
breeding  flock  counts  are  389  in  1980,  245  in  September  1982  and  240  in  August  1986. 

SCAUP  (O).  A  winter  visitor  that  has  not  been  recorded  since  1982.  Four  records  since 
1980:  two  females  on  Nov  1st  1980,  a  female  on  Feb  21st  1981,  a  male  from  Apr  15th  to 
May  13th  1981  and  a  male  from  Mar  28th  to  Apr  30th  1982. 

EIDER  (RV).  Two  records,  both  females,  on  Dec  17th  1961  (the  first  record  for  Herts) 
and  Jan  5th  and  6th  1963. 

LONG-TAILED  DUCK  (RV).  Two  records  since  1960,  one  on  Nov  24th  1975  and  a 
female  on  Jan  8th  1985. 

COMMON  SCOTER  (O).  An  occasional  passage  migrant,  with  birds  recorded  in  1980. 
1983,  1984,  1987,  1990,  1991  and  1992.  The  only  winter  record  in  this  period  is  seven  on 
Jan  28th  1991. 
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VELVET  SCOTER  (RV).  One  record  of  a  female  on  Dec  29th  1976. 

GOLDENEYE  (W).  Up  to  five  regularly  winter  on  the  reservoir  between  October  and 
March.  The  highest  recent  count  is  ten  in  March  1982. 

SMEW  (O).  Three  recent  records,  one  on  Jan  5th  1987,  one  on  Jan  11th  1990  and  a  pair 
on  Mar  7th  1992.  An  exceptional  record  is  of  30  birds  (10  males)  during  the  winter  of 
1959/60. 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  (OW).  Two  recent  records,  three  (one  male)  on  Jan 
15th  and  16th  1985  and  a  male  on  Apr  4th  1987. 

GOOSANDER  (W).  Between  one  and  four  birds  were  recorded  almost  annually  (absent 
1981,  1984  and  1988).  1985  was  an  exceptional  year  with  a  maximum  of  23  (8  males)  on 
Jan  20th. 

RUDDY  DUCK  (RB/W).  Bred  in  1986,  1987,  1988  and  1991.  Winter  numbers  now 
reach  three  figures,  making  Hilfield  one  of  the  most  important  wintering  sites  for  this 
species  in  the  London  Area. 

MARSH  HARRIER  (RV).  One  record  of  a  female/immature  on  Apr  25th  1989. 

SPARROWHAWK  (RB).  Now  seen  regularly  at  or  over  the  reserve. 

BUZZARD  (RV).  One  was  seen  from  the  reserve  on  Oct  1 1th  1980. 

OSPREY  (RV).  One  record,  a  single  bird  being  mobbed  by  crows  as  it  flew  over  the 
reservoir  on  Apr  24th  1991. 

KESTREL  (RB).  Regularly  seen  in  or  over  the  reserve. 

MERLIN  (RV).  Two  records  since  1960,  one  in  February  1971  and  a  male  on  Dec  22nd 
1979. 

HOBBY  (S).  Now  a  regular  visitor  during  the  summer  months  reflecting  the  species 
general  increase  in  the  south  east.  A  pair  were  thought  to  have  bred  locally  during  1992 
with  a  juvenile  seen  on  several  dates. 

PEREGRINE  (RV).  One  record  of  a  female  on  Oct  26th  1956. 

RED-LEGGED  PARTRIDGE  (O).  Recorded  in  line  with  local  population  fluctuations 
with  birds  occuring  in  1980,  1981,  1988  and  1990. 

GREY  PARTRIDGE  (RV).  Regularly  recorded  prior  to  1960  but  not  since.  Regular 
mowing  of  the  grassland  area  is  thought  to  have  caused  the  local  demise  of  this  species. 

PHEASANT  (R).  Individual  birds  are  occasionally  recorded  throughout  the  year. 

WATER  RAIL  (W).  An  irregular  visitor  with  singles  recorded  in  1980,  1985,  1986  and 
1988.  An  unusual  record  is  of  four  in  1976. 

SPOTTED  CRAKE  (RV).  One  record  of  a  single  on  Dec  31st  1967. 

MOORHEN  (RB).  Several  pairs  breed  annually  with  numbers  increasing  during  the 
winter  months. 

COOT  (RB).  Up  to  20  pairs  breed  annually  with  numbers  increasing  during  the  winter 
months. 
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OYSTERCATCHER  (O).  Five  recent  records,  all  of  single  birds: Apr  25th  1981,  May 
2nd  1985,  Aug  18th  1990,  Apr  21st  to  22nd  and  May  6th  1991. 

AVOCET  (RV).  Three  records:  one  on  Apr  30th  1976,  two  on  June  2nd  1981  and  six  on 
Apr  2nd  1982. 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  (PM).  A  regular  passage  migrant,  with  a  pair  making  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  breed  in  1991. 

RINGED  PLOVER  (PM).  An  irregular  passage  migrant.  A  pair  attempted  to  breed  in 
1991,  laying  four  eggs  that  were  lost  to  predators. 

GOLDEN  PLOVER  (OW).  A  large  number  winter  locally  in  the  upper  Colne  valley  but 
birds  are  only  recorded  irregularly  over  the  reserve. 

GREY  PLOVER  (O).  Two  recent  records:  singles  on  Sept  12th  1985  and  Oct  21st  1990. 

LAPWING  (F).  Regularly  seen  in  small  parties  on  or  flying  over  the  reserve. 

KNOT  (RV).  Three  records:  singles  on  Nov  11th  1962,  Aug  18th  1963  and  Jan  12th 
1969. 

SANDERLING  (O).  Three  recent  records:  one  on  Apr  21st  1983,  two  on  June  1st  1985 
and  six  on  May  26th  1991. 

LITTLE  STINT  (RV).  Four  records:  five  on  Oct  6th  1960,  one  on  Aug  28th  1963,  three 
on  Sept  29th  1973  and  one  on  Oct  7th  1975. 

CURLEW  SANDPIPER  (RV).  Two  records:  singles  on  Aug  22nd  1963  and  Aug  30th 
1964. 

DUNLIN  (PM).  An  uncommon  passage  migrant  that  is  occasionally  recorded  during  the 
winter  months,  e.g.  17  on  Feb  3rd  1991. 

RUFF  (O).  Four  recent  records  all  of  single  birds:  Sept  13th  1980,  Dec  20th  to  27th  1981, 
Sept  18th  1984  and  Aug  19th  1990. 

JACK  SNIPE  (OW).  The  only  recent  record  is  of  a  single  bird  during  January  and 
February  1985. 

SNIPE  (O).  Recorded  irregularly;  most  records  are  of  single  birds  except  for  seven  flying 
over  on  Aug  27th  1990  and  three  on  several  dates  towards  the  end  of  1990  and  into  1991. 

WOODCOCK  (OW).  Recorded  annually  between  1977  and  1983,  now  a  rare  visitor  that 
was  last  recorded  on  Jan  20th  1985. 

BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  (RV).  Three  records  of  single  birds  on  Aug  24th  1963, 
Aug  20th  to  22nd  1975  and  May  7th  1987. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  (RV).  Two  records  of  singles  on  Aug  27th  and  28th  1963  and 
May  5th  1984. 

WHIMBREL  (PM).  Usually  recorded  overflying  the  reserve.  Unusual  records  are  of  six 
that  landed  on  the  dam  at  dusk  on  Apr  28th  1980  and  a  single  on  the  late  date  of  Nov  30th 
1971. 

CURLEW  (O).  Three  recent  records:  singles  on  Nov  3rd  1984,  Sept  4th  1990  and  Nov 
17th  1991.  An  unusual  record  is  of  two  that  wintered  from  Nov  28th  1963  to  Feb  9th 
1964. 
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SPOTTED  REDSHANK  (RV).  Two  records:  two  on  Sept  5th  1972  and  one  on  Aug  21st 
1974. 

REDSHANK  (PM).  Has  become  more  regular  in  recent  years  and  is  also  occasionally 
recorded  during  the  winter  months.  A  pair  were  noted  displaying  during  1991  but  no 
further  effort  to  breed  was  made. 

GREENSHANK  (O).  Recently  recorded  in  1984,  1985,  1990  and  1992.  August  1984  and 
1990  produced  peak  counts  of  up  to  eight  birds  with  smaller  numbers  on  several  other 
days  during  these  months. 

GREEN  SANDPIPER  (O).  Single  birds  recorded  on  various  dates  during  1981,  1982, 
1989,  1990  and  1992,  with  three  birds  on  various  dates  in  the  latter  parts  of  1987  and 
1991. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER  (RV).  Three  records:  singles  on  Sept  9th  1973  and  on  Apr  22nd 
1980  and  Aug  31st  1990. 

COMMON  SANDPIPER  (PM).  A  regular  visitor  on  passage  although  numbers  rarely 
reach  double  figures.  Larger  counts  include  20  on  Aug  20th  1974  and  more  recently  up  to 
ten  in  May  1980  and  12  in  August  1984. 

SPOTTED  SANDPIPER  (RV).  An  adult  in  summer  plumage  on  Sept  2nd  1956;  this  is 
the  only  Hertfordshire  record  and  was  the  first  for  the  London  Area. 

TURNSTONE  (PM).  An  irregular  visitor,  recent  records  are  of  singles  on  May  10th  1980 
and  Apr  28th  1984,  three  on  June  2nd  1984,  singles  on  Apr  20th  1985,  May  3rd  and  Aug 
18th  1990  and  two  on  Apr  20th  1992.  The  largest  number  ever  recorded  is  six  on  May  3rd 
1978. 

GREY  PHALAROPE  (RV).  The  only  record  since  1960  is  of  a  single  bird  from  Sept  3rd 
to  7th  1988. 

LONG-TAILED  SKUA  (RV).  One  record  of  an  immature  bird  on  Sept  16th  and  17th 
1988. 

MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  (RV).  Three  records  relating  to  two  birds:  an  adult  on  Jan 
24th  and  27th  1991  and  a  first-winter  on  Nov  8th  1992. 

LITTLE  GULL  (PM).  Recorded  almost  annually  in  recent  years  in  small  numbers  (one 
to  four  birds),  being  absent  only  in  1986.  Larger  numbers  include  nine  adults  and  two 
immatures  on  May  2nd  1984  and  seven  adults  on  Apr  17th  1987. 

BLACK-HEADED  GULL  (R).  As  previously  mentioned,  the  winter  roost  is  comprised 
mainly  of  this  species.  The  BTO  organised  count  in  January  1983  produced  a  total  of 
25,037  and  the  most  recent  count  in  November  1992  reached  a  figure  of  15,134. 

COMMON  GULL  (W).  Present  during  the  winter  months  in  numbers  ranging  between 
2,000  to  3,000. 

LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  (PMW).  A  strong  passage  is  evident  in  spring  and 
autumn,  more  so  in  the  latter  when  numbers  exceeding  2,000  have  been  recorded 
(September  and  October  1982).  The  winter  population  generally  numbers  several  hundred 
with  a  large  percentage  of  Scandinavian  birds  in  the  earlier  years. 
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HERRING  GULL  (W).  Present  during  the  winter  months  in  small  numbers.  Birds  do  not 
always  stay  to  roost,  often  moving  on  before  dusk.  Yellow-legged  Herring  Gull.  Possibly 
overlooked  and  the  number  of  records  may  increase  with  improved  observer  awareness. 
Four  records  of  singles  on  Feb  3rd  1991  and  Jan  19th,  Sept  8th  and  Nov  1st  1992. 

GLAUCOUS  GULL  (RV).  Two  records:  a  first-winter  on  Feb  6th  1975  and  one  on  Oct 
28th  1980. 

GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  (W).  A  regular  visitor  to  the  winter  roost  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  winter  although  numbers  now  rarely  reach  double  figures.  Earlier  records 
showed  that  large  numbers  regularly  roosted  at  the  reservoir  with  a  peak  count  of  2,750  in 
December  1969. 

SABINE’S  GULL  (RV).  One  record  of  an  immature  on  Sept  23rd  and  24th  1988. 

KITTIWAKE  (PM).  An  irregular  visitor  during  spring  passage  with  up  to  three  birds  in 
1980,  1985  and  1991,  and  up  to  two  in  1981,  1982  and  1990.  Recent  winter  records  are  of 
an  injured  bird  on  Dec  20th  1985  and  an  immature  on  Nov  21st  1988. 

SANDWICH  TERN  (RV).  Four  records  since  1960:  singles  on  May  5th  1971.  Sept  4th 
1983,  Aug  26th  1984  and  three  on  Apr  26th  1974. 

COMMON  TERN  (S).  Passage  migrant  in  good  numbers  in  spring  and  autumn  with 
smaller,  but  regular,  numbers  during  the  summer  months. 

ARCTIC  TERN  (PM).  A  regular  passage  migrant  with  the  majority  of  records  during  the 
spring.  Large  counts  have  included  81  birds  between  Apr  22nd  and  May  24th  1980.  88  on 
Apr  29th  1981  and  32  on  May  4th  1981. 

LITTLE  TERN  (RV).  Two  definite  records  of  singles  on  May  9th  1979  and  Apr  20th 
1982.  A  group  of  nine  birds  on  Sept  13th  1974  were  thought  to  be  of  this  species. 

BLACK  TERN  (PM).  Recorded  annually;  larger  numbers  have  included  30  on  May  3rd 
1990  and  47  on  Sept  1 1th  1992. 

WHITE- WINGED  BLACK  TERN  (RV).  One  record  of  two  birds  from  Sept  19th  to 
22nd  1970. 

FERAL  PIGEON  (R).  Regularly  recorded  overflying  the  reserve. 

STOCK  DOVE  (RB).  A  small  number  breed  in  the  adjacent  grounds  of  Hilfield  Castle 
and  are  regularly  seen  in  or  over  the  reserve. 

WOODPIGEON  (RB).  Common;  winter  flocks  can  number  several  hundred. 

TURTLE  DOVE  (OS).  A  formerly  annual  summer  visitor  that  has  not  been  recorded 
since  June  1981. 

CUCKOO  (SB).  An  almost  annual  visitor  during  late  April/early  May.  A  juvenile  was 
present  during  late  August  1992  and  is  thought  to  have  possibly  originated  from  the  small 
Reed  Warbler  colony. 

BARN  OWL  (RV).  One  record  of  a  single  bird  on  Sept  9th  1972. 

LITTLE  OWL  (RV).  Two  records  thought  to  be  of  one  bird  on  Aug  9th  and  Sept  26th 
1955. 


BIRDS  OF  HILFIELD  PARK  RESERVOIR 


139 


SHORT-EARED  OWL  (RV).  Four  records  of  single  birds  on  Nov  16th  1974,  Feb  17th 
1979  and  Apr  18th  and  20th  1986. 

TAWNY  OWL  (R).  Roosting  birds  are  occasionally  disturbed  from  the  conifer 
plantations;  thought  to  breed  in  the  castle  grounds. 

SWIFT  (S).  A  regular  visitor  in  large  numbers  during  the  summer  and  on  passage.  Recent 
high  numbers  include  2,000  on  May  7th  1984  and  June  24th  1986  and  1,000  on  May  15th 
.1987. 

ALPINE  SWIFT  (RV).  One  record  of  a  single  bird  on  Apr  30th  1990. 

KINGFISHER  (O).  An  irregular  visitor  with  birds  thought  to  commute  from  nearby 
Aldenham  Reservoir.  Up  to  two  birds  were  regularly  seen  both  on  the  reservoir  and  the 
castle  lake  during  the  latter  part  of  1992. 

HOOPOE  (RV).  One  record  of  single  bird  on  May  5th  1973. 

GREEN  WOODPECKER  (RB).  Regularly  recorded,  more  so  in  the  summer  months 
when  juvenile  birds  are  often  seen. 

GREAT  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  (FB).  Regularly  recorded  from  spring  to  autumn 
with  at  least  one  pair  believed  to  breed  in  the  castle  woodland. 

LESSER  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  (FB).  Single  birds  are  occasionally  seen  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  summer  which  are  thought  to  come  from  nearby  Aldenham  Reservoir 
where  a  pair  probably  breeds  each  year.  A  pair  were  believed  to  have  bred  on  the  reserve 
in  1985. 

WHITE- WINGED  LARK  (RV).  One  record  of  a  female  from  Aug  12th  to  17th  1955. 
This  record  is  currently  under  review  by  the  BOURC. 

WOODLARK  (RV).  One  record  of  two  birds  on  July  23rd  1955. 

SKYLARK  (FB).  Numbers  have  decreased  since  1980  but  birds  are  regularly  seen  flying 
over  the  reserve.  Several  pairs  breed  on  the  adjacent  airfield  and  farmland. 

SAND  MARTIN  (PM/S).  Recorded  in  spring  and  autumn  in  small  numbers  and 
occasionally  during  the  summer  months. 

HOUSE  MARTIN  (PM/S).  Record  regularly  during  the  summer  months  and  on  passage 
when  high  numbers  are  sometimes  present,  e.g.  400  on  Sept  3rd  1985  and  500  in  May 
1987.  Unusual  records  are  of  a  semi-albino  bird  on  Aug  18th  1974  and  a  bird  with  white 
outer  primaries  on  Sept  1st  1992. 

SWALLOW  (PM/S).  Regularly  present  both  on  passage  and  in  summer.  Large  numbers 
of  hirundines  sometimes  gather  at  the  reservoir  with  8,000+  present  on  Sept  22nd  1979 
for  example. 

RED-RUMPED  SWALLOW  (RV).  Two  records  of  single  birds  on  Oct  1st  1966  and 
May  18th  1982. 

TREE  PIPIT  (OB).  A  regular  visitor  that  probably  bred  during  the  1960s;  a  pair  was 
present  in  1980  but  there  was  no  proof  of  breeding.  Now  an  irregular  passage  migrant  last 
recorded  on  Apr  10th,  May  1st  and  May  8th  1990. 
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MEADOW  PIPIT  (F).  Has  decreased  since  1980  although  small  flocks  are  occasionally 
present  in  autumn  and  winter. 

ROCK  PIPIT  (PM).  All  records  refer  to  single  birds  in  either  spring  or  autumn,  with  five 
records  in  March  and  five  in  October. 

WATER  PIPIT  (PM).  Four  spring  and  one  autumn  record  since  1980,  all  of  singles:  Mar 
31st  to  Apr  2nd  1982,  Apr  1st  1984,  Oct  27th  1985,  Apr  22nd  and  23rd  1987  and  Apr  4th 
1992. 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL  (PM/S).  Recorded  regularly  on  spring  and  autumn  passage  and 
occasionally  during  summer.  Sometimes  present  in  large  numbers  with  30+  on  Apr  26th 
1983  being  noteworthy.  Blue-  headed  Wagtail  (PM).  Up  to  four  were  recorded  annually  in 
spring  from  1978  to  1984  but  the  only  record  since  then  is  two  on  Apr  24th  and  25th 

1989. 

GREY  WAGTAIL  (F).  Recorded  erratically  during  the  year  mainly  between  September 
and  March.  Birds  are  also  seen  feeding  at  the  nearby  sewage  works. 

PIED  WAGTAIL  (RB).  Present  throughout  the  year  with  one  pair  breeding  annually. 
White  Wagtail  (PM).  All  recent  records  have  been  in  spring  with  up  to  two  in  1981  and 
1985  and  singles  in  1982  and  1989. 

WREN  (RB).  Several  pairs  are  thought  to  breed  annually. 

DUNNOCK  (RB).  Several  pairs  are  thought  to  breed  annually. 

ROBIN  (RB).  Singing  birds  are  present  all  year  round  with  ten  noted  in  1982. 

BLACK  REDSTART  (PM).  Four  recent  records,  all  of  singles:  Apr  28th  1980,  Apr  1st 
1984,  Apr  28th  1989  and  May  4th  1991. 

REDSTART  (PM).  Seven  recent  records  all  of  single  birds  in  the  autumn:  Sept  21st 
1980,  Aug  31st  1986,  Sept  3rd  1988,  Aug  23rd  and  Sept  6th  1989,  Aug  25th  and  Sept  9th 

1990. 

WHINCHAT  (O).  Two  recent  records:  a  single  bird  on  May  6th  1983  and  two  on  Sept 
5th  1989. 

STONECHAT  (RV).  One  record  of  a  single  bird  on  Oct  8th  1975. 

WHEATEAR  (PM).  Recorded  annually  on  both  spring  and  autumn  passage  usually  in 
small  parties  of  one  to  three  birds. 

RING  OUZEL  (RV).  Four  records:  a  pair  on  Apr  17th  1977  and  singles  on  Apr  19th 
1972,  Apr  1 1th  1984  and  Oct  6th  1985. 

BLACKBIRD  (RB).  Several  pairs  breed  annually. 

FIELDFARE  (W).  Recorded  annually  in  small  numbers.  Extreme  dates  are  Aug  22nd 
1980  and  Apr  29th  1989. 

SONG  THRUSH  (RB).  Resident  with  at  least  one  pair  breeding  locally. 

REDWING  (W).  An  annual  visitor  with  birds  generally  recorded  feeding  on  the 
boundary  of  the  reserve  or  overflying  it.  Larger  numbers  include  300  in  March  1982. 
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MISTLE  THRUSH  (RB).  At  least  one  pair  breeds  annually  with  small  post-breeding 
flocks  of  15  to  20  birds  often  present  in  August  and  September. 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  (RV).  One  recent  record  of  a  single  bird  on  Sept  11th 
1980. 

AQUATIC  WARBLER  (RV).  One  record  of  a  single  bird  on  Aug  14th  and  15th  1960. 

SEDGE  WARBLER  (O).  Up  to  four  pairs  probably  bred  annually  prior  to  1980.  The 
only  recent  records  are  of  single  birds  on  May  5th  1980,  Apr  25th  1989,  May  5th  1990, 
June  6th  1991  (2)  and  May  1st  1992. 

REED  WARBLER  (SB).  Up  to  four  pairs  breed  annually. 

LESSER  WHITETHROAT  (O).  Up  to  four  pairs  bred  annually  prior  to  1980,  since 
when  single  birds  have  been  recorded,  mainly  in  autumn,  in  1981,  1982,  1986,  1987,  1988 
(2)  and  1989  and  up  to  three  in  1990. 

WHITETHROAT  (O).  A  singing  male  held  territory  on  an  adjacent  field  in  1991  and 
1992.  Recent  records  prior  to  this  are  of  single  birds  on  various  dates  in  1981,  1989  and 
1990. 

GARDEN  WARBLER  (O).  Only  four  recent  records:  Aug  24th  1980,  Aug  9th  1981, 
Aug  23rd  1981  (2)  and  July  29th  1990. 

BLACKCAP  (S).  Regularly  recorded  in  the  summer  months  with  family  parties 
occasionally  seen  in  autumn. 

WOOD  WARBLER  (O).  Singing  birds  were  present  on  May  7th  1977  and  Apr  29th 
1979.  The  only  recent  record  is  one  on  Sept  9th  1988. 

CHIFFCHAFF  (SB).  A  common  summer  visitor  most  numerous  on  spring  and  autumn 
passage.  There  is  one  winter  record  on  Nov  24th  1978. 

WILLOW  WARBLER  (SB).  Common  in  summer;  highest  numbers  on  passage. 

GOLDCREST  (RB).  Present  all  year;  two  or  three  pairs  are  thought  to  breed  annually. 

FIRECREST  (O).  Three  recent  records:  one  on  Apr  4th  1980,  two  on  Oct  28th  1980  and 
one  on  May  15th  1983. 

SPOTTED  FLYCATCHER  (O)'.  A  once  regular  visitor  on  passage  with  family  parties 
often  seen  in  autumn.  Local  populations  have  declined  in  recent  years  and  the  last  record 
is  of  a  family  party  in  August/September  1990. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  (O).  Five  recent  records:  one  on  Sept  17th  1980,  a  pair  on  Apr 
8th  and  10th  1982,  and  singles  bn  Apr  15th  and  Sept  6th  1983. 

BEARDED  TIT  (RV).  One  record  of  five  birds  on  Oct  26th  1974. 

LONG-TAILED  TIT  (F).  Small  parties,  usually  ten  to  15  birds,  are  recorded  regularly 
throughout  the  year. 

WILLOW  TIT  (OB).  A  pair  bred  in  1973  and  a  pair  was  present  during  the  breeding 
season  in  1981.  The  only  other  recent  records  are  of  single  birds  in  1980,  1985,  1988  and 
1990. 
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MARSH  TIT  (RV).  Only  two  records  since  1960:  single  birds  on  Nov  17th  1973  and  in 
August  1990. 

COAL  TIT  (RB).  At  least  one  pair  is  resident.  Recorded  nest  sites  have  included  a  hole  at 
the  base  of  a  tree  (1981)  and  a  ground  level  nest  box  (1990). 

BLUE  TIT  (RB).  A  common  resident  which  breeds  in  nestboxes.  Large  numbers  include 
120  on  Dec  12th  1982  and  60  on  Feb  5th  1983. 

GREAT  TIT  (RB).  A  common  resident  which  breeds  in  nestboxes. 

NUTHATCH  (O).  A  rare  visitor  prior  to  1990  which  is  now  more  regularly  recorded, 
often  around  the  groundsman’s  house. 

TREECREEPER  (OB).  A  pair  was  resident  during  the  breeding  season  in  1983  and  pair 
bred  in  1984.  Now  recorded  occasionally  throughout  the  year. 

GOLDEN  ORIOLE  (RV).  One  record  of  a  male  on  May  2nd  1984. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  (RV).  Two  records:  a  male  on  May  4th  1957  and  one  on  Aug 
28th  1965. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  (RV).  One  record  of  a  single  bird  on  Dec  26th  1970. 

JAY  (R).  Thought  to  breed  locally,  usually  seen  in  pairs. 

MAGPIE  (RB).  Several  pairs  breed.  Fifty  were  present  on  Dec  21st  1981. 

JACKDAW  (O).  Occasionally  recorded  overflying  the  reserve. 

ROOK  (O).  Recorded  regularly  during  the  1970s  when  flocks  numbering  30+  were  seen 
on  several  occasions.  The  only  recent  record  is  of  one  on  Apr  12th  1991. 

CARRION  CROW  (RB).  One  or  two  pairs  breed  annually. 

STARLING  (RB).  Common  all  year  round.  Post-breeding  flocks  of  100-200  (mainly 
juveniles)  are  present  in  late  summer.  A  small  roost  of  about  100  uses  the  phragmites  in 
winter. 

HOUSE  SPARROW  (OB).  A  surprisingly  scarce  visitor  that  is  generally  recorded 
around  the  groundsman’s  house. 

TREE  SPARROW  (OB).  A  resident  breeding  bird  during  the  1970s  and  early  1980s.  A 
flock  of  c50  birds  was  present  on  Apr  2nd  1982  but  numbers  have  since  declined  and  the 
last  record  is  of  eight  on  Mar  29th  1987.  A  male  showing  characteristics  of  a  hybrid 
House  x  Tree  Sparrow  was  present  on  June  1st  1982. 

CHAFFINCH  (RB).  Common  all  year  round:  several  pairs  are  thought  to  breed. 

BRAMBLING  (OW).  Generally  recorded  in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter.  Recent  records 
are  of  up  to  two  birds  in  1980,  1981,  1982,  1984,  1989  and  1990.  Larger  numbers  include 
six  on  Apr  3rd  1981  and  Apr  17th  1992. 

SERIN  (RV).  One  record  of  a  single  bird  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sewage  works  on  Mar  21st 
1973. 

GREENFINCH  (F).  A  regular  visitor  throughout  the  year  with  c50  roosting  in  the  east 
bank  trees  during  winter. 
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GOLDFINCH  (F).  A  regular  visitor  in  small  numbers  throughout  the  year. 

SISKIN  (W).  Upto  30  birds  were  regularly  recorded  in  the  castle  woodland  during 
November  and  December  1991.  Recent  records  prior  to  this  generally  concerned  small 
groups  of  single  figures;  c80  from  Oct  20th  to  27th  1985  was  a  notable  exception. 

LINNET  (F).  Sporadically  recorded  in  small  numbers  throughout  the  year. 

REDPOLL  (OW).  The  majority  of  recent  records  are  of  single  birds  overflying  the 
reserve.  Mealy  Redpoll  (RV).  A  flock  of  c20  birds  were  present  on  Mar  31st  1975  with 
the  number  gradually  dwindling  throughout  April. 

CROSSBILL  (RV).  Two  records:  two  females  on  Apr  23rd  1981  and  one  on  Dec  1st 
1988. 

BULLFINCH  (O).  Occasionally  recorded  during  the  year. 

HAWFINCH  (RV).  Two  records:  an  immature  on  Aug  7th  1980  and  an  adult  from  Apr 
1st  to  14th  1982. 

SNOW  BUNTING  (RV).  One  record  since  1960  of  a  single  bird  from  Nov  15th  to  19th 
1978. 

YELLOWHAMMER  (SB).  Recorded  regularly  up  to  1982,  then  irregularly  up  to  1990, 
since  when  a  single  male  has  held  territory  on  the  reserve  boundary  in  summer.  The 
largest  number  recently  recorded  is  six  on  Aug  28th  1989. 

CIRL  BUNTING  (RV).  One  record  of  a  male  on  July  20th  1959. 

LITTLE  BUNTING  (RV).  One  record  of  a  male  on  Apr  20th  1960. 

REED  BUNTING  (SB).  Up  to  two  pairs  breed  annually.  This  species  now  occurs  mainly 
between  March  and  September  with  birds  very  rarely  recorded  during  the  winter  months. 

CORN  BUNTING  (RV).  One  recent  record  of  four  birds  by  the  main  entrance  on  Apr 
2nd  and  3rd  1984. 
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Appendix  I.  Peak  Annual  Counts  1980  to  1992  (made  between  Januarv-March  and 
September-December)  for  Selected  Species  of  Waterfowl  at  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir. 


1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

Little  Grebe 

26 

23 

- 

24 

18 

3 

23 

- 

G.C.  Grebe 

50 

74 

82 

186 

100 

17 

53 

28 

Wigeon 

7 

25 

2 

8 

8 

13 

5 

97 

Teal 

40 

40 

40 

.36 

52 

71 

46 

34 

Mallard 

- 

154 

66 

73 

46 

85 

26 

32 

Shoveler 

34 

16 

33 

58 

62 

37 

30 

60 

Pochard 

54 

97 

132 

80 

201 

53 

30 

86 

Tufted  Duck 

200 

286 

245 

178 

145 

156 

132 

155 

Goldeneye 

5 

3 

10 

6 

9 

3 

6 

6 

Gad  wall 

- 

- 

4 

4 

7 

11 

15 

8 

Ruddy  Duck 

2 

1 

1 

- 

2 

3 

9 

20 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

Little  Grebe 

21 

23 

46 

25 

15 

G.C.  Grebe 

9 

83 

29 

52 

58 

Wigeon 

2 

3 

16 

92 

31 

Teal 

30 

66 

90 

135 

41 

Mallard 

21 

25 

55 

65 

45 

Shoveler 

14 

37 

38 

56 

52 

Pochard 

50 

128 

192 

145 

83 

Tufted  Duck 

103 

80 

107 

120 

51 

Goldeneye 

6 

5 

7 

4 

6 

Gadwall 

4 

5 

25 

94 

28 

Ruddy  Duck 

42 

82 

114 

119 

140 
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Wintering  Blackcaps 
and  Chiffchaffs 
in  the  London  Area 

M.K.  Dennis 


INTRODUCTION 

Although  primarily  common  summer  migrants,  both  Blackcap  and  Chiffchaff  have  for 
some  time  wintered  in  small  numbers  in  the  London  Area.  However,  during  the  past  ten 
years  there  has  been  a  dramatic  increase  in  the  incidence  of  wintering  of  both  species  so 
that  both  can  now  be  seen  throughout  the  year  in  many  parts  of  the  London  Area.  This 
paper  documents  their  change  in  status  as  winter  visitors  to  the  London  Area. 

WINTERING  BLACKCAP 

Prior  to  1954  there  had  only  been  four  records  (of  five  birds)  wintering  in  the  London 
Area:  in  February  1902,  February  1936,  January /February  1945  and  December/January 
1952/53  (Homes  et  al  1964).  This  paucity  of  records  was  surprising  considering  that  small 
numbers  regularly  wintered  in  south  and  south-west  England  at  that  time  (Witherby 
1938/41).  During  the  next  decade  winter  records  became  more  frequent  but  still  barely 
averaged  one  a  year  (Fig  1).  The  majority  of  these  wintering  birds  came  from  the  south 
west  of  the  London  Area  and  included  several  birds  seen  at  bird  tables. 

By  the  early  1970s  the  Blackcap  had  become  a  scarce  winter  visitor  to  the  London 
Area  with  between  one  and  five  records  each  winter.  Relatively  few  were  found  in  Essex 
or  Herts  but  this  may  have  been  due  in  part  to  lack  of  observer  coverage.  However  a 
sudden  change  occurred  in  the  late  1970s  when  there  was  an  upsurge  in  wintering  records 
to  an  average  of  about  15  records  during  the  next  five  winters.  This  increase  has  been 
maintained  until  the  early  1990s  with  between  ten  and  35  birds  wintering  and  the  winter 
population  in  London  is  in  the  region  of  30  -  40  birds  (Fig  1). 


Fig  1.  Wintering  Blackcaps 
in  the  London  Area 
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Although  many  of  the  winters  during  this  recent  increase  have  been  mild,  very  severe 
weather  (eg  the  winter  of  1981/82)  has  tended  to  produce  more  records.  Many  of  these 
records  were  birds  seen  at  bird  tables  so  it  was  felt  that  the  cold  weather  concentrated 
birds  where  they  were  easy  to  record  (Lack  1986).  Certainly  the  birds  that  were  recorded 
during  periods  of  severe  weather  tended  to  survive  very  well,  helped  in  part  by  their 
feeding  requirements. 


Fig  2.  Blackcap  -  Wintering  by  County 
1960/61  to  1990/91 


Essex  (7.6%) 


Surrey  (37.6%) 


Middx  (24.1%) 


Kent  (17.8%) 


Bucks  (1.1%) 


The  Winter  Atlas  (Lack  1986)  revealed  a  mainly  south  western  winter  distribution  in 
Britain  with  the  species  absent  from  Essex  for  example.  This  is  mirrored  in  the  London 
Area  with  the  majority  of  records  coming  from  the  three  southern  and  western  counties  of 
Middlesex,  Kent  and  Surrey  (Fig  2).  Whilst  less  than  10%  of  records  came  from  Essex, 
there  has  been  a  recent  increase  in  birds  wintering  in  that  county  as  a  whole  (Dennis 
1993).  Most  winter  records  come  from  towns  and  suburbs  but  this  may  be  again  due  to 
birds  occurring  where  observers  are  concentrated.  Many  reports  concern  pairs, 
particularly  when  encountered  at  bird  tables  and  possibly  indicates  some  territorial 
bonding  during  the  winter.  However  there  is  a  slight  sex  imbalance  in  the  records  both  in 
the  London  Area  and  in  the  national  data,  60:40  in  favour  of  males.  At  least  1.714 
Blackcaps  were  found  wintering  in  Britain  in  the  late  1970s  (Leach  1981)  but  the  Winter 
Atlas  put  the  total  British  population  at  about  2,500.  Therefore  the  London  population  is 
but  a  tiny  fraction  of  this  -  albeit  an  increasing  one. 

The  reasons  for  this  recent  increase  in  the  winter  range  of  Blackcaps  in  Britain  are 
largely  unclear.  However,  it  is  probable  that  most  of  the  wintering  population  in  Britain  is 
made  up  of  central  European  birds.  There  have  been  no  winter  recoveries  of  British  bred 
birds  actually  wintering  in  Britain.  It  has  also  been  observed  that  high  wintering  numbers 
in  Britain  follow  heavy  passage  movements  in  autumn  along  the  east  coast  of  England 
(Simms  1985).  This  would  suggest  that  there  has  been  a  change  in  migration  pattern 
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during  the  past  1 5  years  involving  a  movement  west  in  autumn.  It  is  also  worth  noting  that 
breeding  numbers  have  also  shown  a  marked  increase  during  the  last  ten  years  (Fig  3) 
which  may  be  associated  with  the  increase  in  wintering. 


Fig  3.  Blackcap  —  Wintering  in 
London  Sc  Breeding  at  Flainault  Forest 


70  75 

Winter  London 


80  85 

Breed  Hainault 


There  appears  to  be  a  marked  site  fidelity  with  both  single  birds  and  pairs  returning  to 
the  same  garden  or  bird  table  in  successive  winters  (Lack  1986).  Nearly  three  quarters  of 
all  Blackcap  winter  records  in  London  have  come  from  just  two  habitat  types:  gardens  and 
woodland,  with  the  former  the  preferred  habitat  (Fig  4).  Most  of  the  garden  records  have 
come  from  well  vegetated  suburban  areas  with  plenty  of  berry  bushes  and  bird  tables. 
This  artificial  feeding  has  doubtless  been  a  contributory  factor  in  the  increase  of  wintering 
Blackcaps  as  it  helps  the  species  to  survive  severe  weather. 


Fig  4.  Habitat  of  Wintering  Blackcaps 
in  the  London  Area 


Other  (23.3%) 


Marsh  (5.0%) 


Gardens  (53.4%) 


Woodland  (18.3%) 
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Although  the  Blackcap  has  a  mainly  insectivorous  diet  in  the  breeding  season,  its 
feeding  becomes  far  more  catholic  from  early  autumn  onwards  when  ripening  fruit  forms 
a  large  part  of  its  diet  (Simms  1985).  In  winter  plant  food  in  the  form  of  berries  and  to  a 
lesser  extent  seeds,  form  the  bulk  of  the  diet  which  includes  berries  of  ivy,  holly,  yew, 
elder,  blackberry,  snowberry,  mistletoe  and  cotoneaster.  Apples,  pears  and  cherries  are 
also  eaten  as  well  as  seeds  (as  part  of  wild  bird  food  on  bird  tables),  suet,  cheese,  fat, 
bread,  bacon  rind  and  other  household  food  scraps  (Cramp  1993).  As  much  as  41%  of  the 
diet  in  winter  may  be  made  up  of  fat  and  bread  (Leach  1981).  Many  of  these  items  are  put 
out  on  bird  tables  and  Blackcaps  have  shown  quite  aggressive  behaviour  towards  other 
species  when  competing  for  this  food.  They  have  also  readily  taken  to  feeding  from  nut 
feeders  in  the  manner  of  tits  and  finches.  It  is  probable  that  the  provision  of  such  high 
energy  food  and  the  presence  of  berry  bearing  bushes  in  gardens  has  greatly  aided  the 
recent  increase  in  wintering  Blackcaps. 

WINTERING  CHIFFCHAFF 

As  with  the  Blackcap,  there  were  few  records  of  wintering  in  the  London  Area  prior  to 
1954:  singles  in  February  1948,  January  1953  and  December  1954  being  the  only  records 
(Homes  et  a l  1964).  However,  in  the  latter  half  of  the  1950s  a  slight  increase  in  wintering 
was  noted  with  at  least  1 1  birds  present  in  1960/61.  With  two  successive  severe  winters  in 
the  early  1960s  fewer  were  found  but  it  remained  an  annual  winter  visitor  to  the  London 
Area.  Numbers  began  to  increase  in  the  late  1960s  (Fig  5)  reflecting  the  milder  winters  at 
that  time  and  echoing  the  corresponding  increase  in  Blackcap  numbers.  By  the  mid  1970s 
between  ten  and  twenty  Chiffchaffs  were  wintering,  spread  fairly  evenly  across  the 
London  Area. 


Fig  5.  Wintering  Chiffchaffs 
in  the  London  Area 


The  winter  population  of  Chiffchaffs  has  more  than  doubled  since  the  mid-1980s  with 
up  to  60  present  in  some  winters  (Fig  5)  and  a  possible  total  of  about  100  birds.  Unlike  the 
Blackcap  the  distribution  has  remained  fairly  even  throughout  the  London  Area  (Fig  6) 
with  Middlesex  and  Herts  holding  the  largest  portions.  Although  the  fluctuations  from 
year  to  year  tend  to  mirror  those  of  the  Blackcap  (possibly  associated  with  local  weather 
conditions),  the  increase  has  been  sudden  in  the  last  eight  years  or  so.  With  an  estimated 


WINTERING  BLACKCAPS  &  CHIFFCHAFFS 


149 


Fig  6.Chiffchaff  —  Wintering  by  County 
1960/61  to  1990/92 


Surrey  (15.9%) 


Essex  (13.0%) 


Kent  (15.5%) 


Bucks  (10.1%) 


Herts  (20.2%) 


I. London  (2.6%) 


Middx  (22.8%) 

500  to  1,000  wintering  in  Britain  at  the  time  of  the  Winter  Atlas  (Lack  1986)  the 
proportion  accounted  for  by  the  London  Area  is  quite  high.  Numbers  wintering  in  the 
Essex  sector  have  shown  a  marked  increase  during  the  last  five  years  and  again  this 
increase  has  been  reflected  in  the  rest  of  the  county  (Dennis  in  prep). 

Ringing  has  indicated  that  some  local  birds  remain  for  the  winter  but  these  are  probably 
augmented  by  a  number  of  birds  from  Scandinavia  and  northern  Russia.  At  least  40%  of 
birds  found  wintering  in  Britain  are  of  one  of  the  brown  northern  races  (Cramp  1993), 
while  55%  of  the  Essex  birds  wintering  in  1992/93  were  also  of  these  brown  races.  The 
number  of  records  of  birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  grey  Siberian  race  tristis  have 
also  increased  during  the  past  decade  (Fig  7)  possibly  reflecting  increased  observer 

Fig  7.  Tristis  type  Chiffchaffs  in 
the  London  Area,  1980/81  to  1990/91 


Middx  (35.7%) 
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Fig  8. Habitat  of  Wintering  Chiffchaffs 
in  the  London  Area 


Rubbish  Tip  (10.3%) 


awareness  but  also  indicating  that  some  of  our  wintering  Chiffchaffs  have  a  west  Siberian 
origin.  There  may  be  a  link  here  with  the  recent  upsurge  of  records  of  Yellow-browed  and 
other  vagrant  warblers. 

As  Chiffchaffs  are  wholly  insectivorous  during  the  winter,  it  is  somewhat  surprising 
that  birds  successfully  overwinter  and  have  actually  increased.  However  water  plays  an 
important  part  in  the  winter  habitat  of  the  species  and  it  is  probably  water-based 
invertebrates  that  make  up  the  bulk  of  the  Chiffchaff  diet  in  winter.  In  the  Essex  sector, 
most  birds  were  found  in  areas  with  willow,  often  around  standing  water,  with  reed  beds, 
sewage  farms  and  rubbish  tips  also  being  important  winter  habitat  types  (Fig  8).  Even  in 
the  depths  of  winter  such  waters  may  contain  considerable  invertebrate  life  either  in  an 
active  or  dormant  stage  -  overwintering  larvae  in  reed  stems  for  example.  Sewage  filter 


Fig  9.  Chiffchaff  -  Wintering  in 
London  &  Breeding  at  Hainault  Forest 
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Fig  10.  Wintering  Blackcaps  Sc 
Chiffchaffs  in  the  London  Area 


beds  often  have  flying  insect  life  throughout  the  year,  while  rubbish  tips  with  their  natural 
heat  generation  and  constant  food  supply  also  attract  insects  during  the  winter.  Although 
there  is  obvious  mortality  during  severe  weather  (Lack  1986)  these  water  and  rubbish  tip 
areas  are  slightly  warmer  than  average  and  are  able  to  sustain  some  invertebrate  life  to 
tide  a  large  proportion  of  the  wintering  Chiffchaffs  through  the  winter. 

Many  individuals  in  autumn  associate  with  roving  bands  of  tits,  Goldcrests, 
Treecreepers  and  Nuthatches.  Winter  Chiffchaffs  are  more  solitary  but  where  they  do 
occur  several  birds  may  form  a  loose  association,  particularly  in  severe  weather  when 
food  supplies  are  at  a  premium.  Late  in  the  winter  birds  are  more  catholic  in  their  habitat 
and  are  often  heard  singing,  especially  during  mild  weather. 

As  with  the  Blackcap  the  reasons  for  the  recent  increase  in  wintering  are  complex  and 
far  from  obvious.  Breeding  numbers  have  also  shown  an  increase  but  this  appears  to  have 
little  bearing  on  winter  numbers  as  summer  populations  do  tend  to  fluctuate  more 
markedly  than  Blackcap  populations.  The  spread  of  water  habitats  (especially  gravel  pits) 
and  the  increase  of  rubbish  dumps  and  sewage  filter  beds  has  doubtless  aided  the 
availability  of  food  supply  during  the  winter.  There  has  also  been  a  slight  north-easterly 
shift  in  the  winter  range,  particularly  in  the  case  of  the  brown  abietenus  and  tristis  type 
races. 

Although  there  have  been  late  November  and  early  December  records  of  other  Sylvia 
species  (Lesser  Whitethroat  in  December  1991  for  example)  there  has  not  been  any 
indication  that  true  overwintering  may  be  extending  to  other  species.  Likewise  with  other 
Phylloscopus  species.  With  Willow  Warbler,  for  example,  there  have  been  records  very 
late  into  the  autumn  but  no  attempt  to  overwinter  has  been  firmly  established  in  the 
London  Area.  This  is  not  surprising  as  the  winter  ranges  of  all  species  except  Blackcap 
and  Chiffchaff  lie  mainly  well  to  the  south  of  the  Mediterranean.  However,  as  long  as  our 
winter  climate  does  not  become  too  severe  both  Blackcaps  and  Chiffchaff  will  continue  to 
be  a  scarce  but  regular  part  of  London’s  winter  avifauna. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  area  covered  in  this  paper  includes  Crayford  Marsh,  Dartford  Marsh  and  Stone 
Marsh.  Geographically  these  form  one  continuous  stretch  of  marsh  adjacent  to  the  River 
Thames,  bordered  in  the  east  by  Greenhithe,  in  the  south  by  Stone,  Dartford  and 
Crayford  and  in  the  west  by  Slade  Green  and  Erith.  The  total  area  is  approximately  nine 
square  kilometres. 

The  bird  life  of  the  area  has  been  previously  documented  in  the  following  books  and 
reports.  The  Birds  of  the  Dartford  District  was  written  by  William  J.  Davis  in  1904  and 
many  of  the  same  records  appeared  in  The  Birds  of  Kent  (1907)  by  the  same  author. 
Since  then  records  have  been  published  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Dartford  Naturalist 
Field  Club,  reported  in  the  West  Kent  Advertiser  and  other  local  papers  and  more 
recently  in  the  LBR  and  Kent  Bird  Report.  Since  1969  the  Dartford  Ringing  Group 
(DRG)  has  produced  a  ringing  report  that  includes  some  sight  records.  Some  of  their 
activities  take  place  on  Dartford  Marsh  and  Littlebrook  and  their  early  reports  up  to  1974 
contained  a  substantial  systematic  list.  In  1979  and  1980  only,  the  ‘Dartford  Marsh  Bird 
Report’  was  produced  by  P.  Aley,  S.  Smith,  S.  Cox  and  T.  Toohig. 

Historically,  there  was  very  little  development  of  the  site  until  the  beginning  of  this 
century  and  the  area  was  mainly  grazing  pasture  for  sheep  and  cattle.  The  Rivers  Darent 
and  Cray  formed  important  transport  links  to  the  River  Thames  from  Dartford  and 
Crayford  and  in  1837  a  bill  went  before  parliament  proposing  that  a  canal  be  built 
through  Stone  and  Dartford  Marshes  to  improve  these  links.  This  was  rejected,  but  the 
rivers  were  ‘improved’  to  allow  riavigatation  by  heavy  barges  after  a  second  bill  in  1840. 
This  must  have  considerably  altered  the  rivers  and  marshes,  probably  taking  out  some  of 
the  meanders  and  reedbeds  as  well  as  affecting  the  water  table.  This  allowed  industrial 
development  near  the  two  towns  where  both  paper  making  and  engineering  flourished. 

Crayford  Marsh 

In  the  west,  at  Crayford,  marshland  was  gradually  lost  as  Erith  and  Slade  Green 
expanded.  Development  of  railway  sidings  in  the  1930s,  large  housing  developments  in 
the  1950s  and  60s,  and  industrial  spread  along  the  River  Thames  since  1960  have  all  had 
their  effect.  A  large  area  of  Crayford  Marsh  has  been  the  subject  of  several  planning 
applications,  so  far  refused,  but  the  whole  area  is  obviously  under  threat  from 
development.  The  marsh  has  been  further  eroded  with  the  unsightly  industrial 
development  at  Crayford  Ness.  The  southern  parts  have  been  additionally  reduced  by  the 
extensive  area  of  landfill  which  commenced  in  the  early  1970s.  Much  of  the  remaining 
area  is  still  used  for  grazing  animals  which  now  include  many  horses. 
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Dartford  Marsh 

In  the  centre  of  the  study  area,  Dartford  Marsh  has  been  extensively  developed.  For 
many  years  the  road  to  Long  Reach  had  the  isolated  Long  Reach  Tavern  as  its  sole 
destination.  This  famous  landmark,  which  was  the  site  of  many  prize  fights  and  other 
activities,  closed  in  1957  and  was  soon  demolished.  The  other  development  by  the  River 
was  the  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  small  pox  cases  were  transported  by  river.  This  was 
demolished  in  the  1970s.  The  fresh  marsh,  in  the  south  nearest  the  town,  was  lost  to  an 
industrial  estate  built  in  the  late  1960s  and  the  expansion  of  the  Wellcome  Foundation 
Ltd  factory  in  the  1980s.  The  marsh  immediately  to  the  north  of  this  factory  is  still  of 
major  importance  and  is  the  area  where  a  huge  concentration  of  Snipe  occurred  in  1987. 
Large  areas  of  the  marsh  were  used  to  store  explosives  during  World  War  II,  which 
produced  the  scene  of  concrete  bunkers  surrounded  by  grazing  fields.  Over  much  of  the 
marsh  a  change  from  grazing  cattle  to  growing  cash  crops  occurred  during  the  1970s. 
This  greatly  changed  the  habitats,  in  particular  reducing  the  area  suitable  for  breeding 
Redshank  and  Lapwings.  In  addition  the  use  of  areas  for  motor  cycle  scrambling,  clay 
pigeon  shooting,  model  aircraft  flying  and  even  rubbish  dumping  has  had  a  detrimental 
effect  on  the  site’s  nature  conservation  interest.  At  Long  Reach,  the  Sewage  Works 
occupies  quite  a  large  area  and  has  been  used  as  a  ringing  site  by  the  Dartford  Ringing 
Group.  However,  the  dominant  development  here  is  Littlebrook  Power  Station,  built  in 
1937.  The  building  of  a  new  oil-fired  plant  was  started  in  1973  and  this  led  to  the 
destruction  of  an  area  where  Little  Ringed  Plover,  Sedge,  Reed  and  Grasshopper 
Warblers  bred  and  to  the  the  loss  of  artificial,  but  productive,  ash  pans  which  were  used 
by  waders.  During  construction,  a  large  area  of  the  old  Temple  Hill  Farm  area  underwent 
sand  extraction  which  led  to  the  formation  of  a  new  gravel  pit  which  has  provided  a  good 
area  for  wintering  ducks  and  some  additional  reedbeds  used  by  Reed  Warblers.  This  is 
still  in  existence  but  unfortunately  the  whole  area  is  under  threat  of  destruction  by  the 
building  of  a  ‘Science  Park’  and  Dartford ’s  new  northern  by-pass  which  will  link  into  the 
Dartford  Tunnel/M25  approach  road. 

Joyce  Green  Hospital,  built  at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  occupies  a  large  area  of 
Dartford  Marsh  north  of  the  Temple  Hill  housing  estate.  This  area,  along  with  much  of 
the  old  Hospital  Farm,  is  now  designated  as  a  campus  area  for  the  new  Greenwich 
University.  North-west  of  the  hospital  is  an  interesting  mixture  of  old  munitions  stores 
and  scrub  which  adjoin  the  disused  firework  factory,  much  of  which  will  also  be 
developed  as  part  of  the  new  campus. 

Stone  Marsh 

In  the  east,  Stone  Marsh  has  suffered  the  greatest  destruction.  The  development  of  the 
Dartford  tunnel  and  the  M25  had  a  joint  adverse  effect.  A  large  area  of  marsh  was  lost 
and  opened  up  for  industrialisation.  Unfortunately  this  was  done  with  no  real  sensitivity 
for  the  environment  as  the  tasteless  changes  to  Cotton  Farm  Lake  with  its  ugly  central 
fountain  demonstrate.  A  huge  area  was  put  under  concrete  for  a  roll-on-roll-off  ferry 
terminal  that  has  now  closed.  The  terminal  lies  derelict  as  more  of  the  former  marsh  is 
being  concreted  over  for  warehouse  and  office  development. 

THE  HABITATS 
River  and  Shore 

The  River  Thames  has  greatly  benefited  over  the  past  20  years  as  the  efforts  to  clean  it  up 
increased  the  number  of  waders  and  wildfowl  using  the  river.  In  winter,  Wigeon,  Gadwall 
and  Teal  are  now  regularly  present  around  the  mouth  of  the  River  Darent  and  occasionally 
Brent  Geese  and  some  diving  ducks  are  seen.  Wader  numbers  vary  greatly  but  flocks  of 
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Dunlin  have  reached  several  thousand  and  frequently  feed  on  the  mudflats  with  other 
species.  This  habitat  is  well  worth  watching  especially  just  before  or  just  after  high  tide. 
In  late  summer  and  early  autumn  a  flock  of  Ringed  Plover,  sometimes  reaching  100  or 
more  and  mixed  with  other  species,  uses  the  foreshore  for  roosting. 

The  diversity  of  species  on  the  River  Thames  has  increased  since  the  new  power  station 
commenced  operation.  The  outflow  can  attract  large  numbers  of  birds  which  feed  around 
the  upswell  of  water.  This  attracts  many  terns  during  migration.  The  exposed  mud  at  low 
tide  along  both  the  Rivers  Darent  and  Cray  is  used  for  feeding  by  waders  and  ducks. 

Salt  Marsh 

The  saltings  along  the  River  Thames  are  not  extensive  and  apart  from  an  area  at  Crayford 
near  the  Erith  Yacht  Club  they  do  not  harbour  many  breeding  birds.  The  saltings  at 
Crayford  have  a  reedbed  which  holds  several  breeding  pairs  of  Reed  Buntings  and  Reed 
Warblers.  Along  the  River  Darent  there  are  two  larger  areas  which  hold  breeding  Skylarks 
and  Meadow  Pipits  and  are  used  by  several  species  for  feeding  including  Snipe  and 
occasionally  Jack  Snipe  and  Rock  Pipit.  There  are  several  reedbeds  along  the  Rivers 
Darent  and  Cray,  formed  as  reed  has  colonised  the  saltings. 

River  Banks 

The  river  banks  and  walls  form  an  increasingly  important  habitat  as  other  tracts  of 
grassland  disappear.  The  construction  of  a  second  higher  wall  along  the  River  Thames  at 
Dartford  Marsh  led  to  a  considerable  area  of  banks  and  ‘bum’,  the  area  between  the  two 
walls,  becoming  rough  grassland.  This  is  a  favoured  area  for  Skylarks  and  Meadow 
Pipits  and  migrating  Wheatears. 

Fresh  Marsh 

Much  of  the  fresh  marsh  adjacent  to  the  River  Darent  nearest  to  the  town  of  Dartford  has 
been  built  on.  There  are  still  some  damp  meadows  and  grazing  areas  left  on  both 
Crayford  and  Dartford  Marshes,  although  much  has  gone  under  the  plough.  The 
characteristic  breeding  species  are  Skylarks  and  in  smaller  numbers  Meadow  Pipits. 
Redshanks  and  Lapwings.  Until  recently  Yellow  Wagtails  were  hanging  on  but  are  not 
known  to  have  bred  for  two  years.  In  winter,  the  wet  fields  are  favoured  by  Lapwing  and 
Snipe,  and  sometimes  a  few  Jack  Snipe  and  Ruff  are  present.  At  high  tide,  waders, 
mainly  Dunlin,  Redshank  and  Ringed  Plover,  roost  in  these  fields.  In  very  wet  winters 
Teal,  Mallard  and  on  two  occasions  wild  swans,  have  been  found  in  this  habitat.  The 
ditches  are  often  reed  fringed  and  Reed  Warbler  and  Reed  Bunting  are  the  characteristic 
breeding  species.  Moorhens  and  one  or  two  pairs  of  Little  Grebes  make  use  of  this 
environment  and  Green  Sandpipers  can  be  found  there  in  winter. 

Arable  Land 

Much  of  the  area  formerly  used  for  grazing  was  ploughed  in  the  1970s  and  1980s.  In  the 
autumn,  stubble  fields  attract  Herons  and  hunting  Kestrels  as  well  as  flocks  of  sparrows, 
finches,  buntings  and  Skylarks.  Com  Buntings  breed  on  Crayford  and  Dartford  Marshes 
using  small  bushes  as  song-posts.  Pheasants  and  Partridges  use  the  margins  of  these 
fields  for  feeding  but  the  game  shoot  does  not  seem  to  be  stocking  game  birds  to  their 
previous  density.  Some  of  the  fields  on  Dartford  Marsh  have  been  allowed  to  go  wild, 
giving  rise  to  large  weedy  areas  of  teasels  and  thistles  which  provide  good  feeding  for 
seed-eating  birds  but  are  no  longer  used  by  spieces  associated  with  grazing  meadows. 

Lakes  and  Pits 

The  artificial  lakes  and  gravel  pits  with  their  surroundings  of  reeds,  scrub  and  some 
woodland  are  the  most  omithologically  diverse  of  the  habitats.  These  are  suitable  for 
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many  breeding  species  and  large  numbers  of  wintering  wildfowl.  Great  Crested  Grebes, 
a  rarity  in  Davis’s  time,  nest  on  the  lakes  at  Littlebrook  and  Stone.  Cotton  Farm  Lake  has 
been  hideously  degraded  and  the  main  gravel  pit  at  Littlebrook  has  been  reduced  in  size 
to  make  way  for  a  new  road.  With  the  future  establishment  of  a  ‘science’  park  it  is  likely 
to  suffer  the  same  fate  as  Stone.  In  the  meantime,  the  lack  of  fencing  and  security  has 
resulted  in  the  lake  being  used  for  water  skiing  and  jet  skiing  and  the  area  being 
vandalised.  This  is  all  the  more  tragic  as  when  the  Electricity  Board  had  finished  their 
gravel  extraction  activities,  they  returned  the  lease  to  the  local  council  in  a  move  to 
establish  a  nature  park  with  a  ready  made  centre  in  the  form  of  two  large  portable 
buildings.  This  apparently  forward  move  by  Dartford  Council  was  short  lived.  They 
returned  to  form  and  allowed  the  buildings  to  become  derelict  and  designated  the  area  for 
industrial  development. 

Woodland 

There  are  several  areas  of  scrubby  woodland  that  hold  populations  of  some  commoner 
woodland  species.  Most  of  these  are  private  and  anyone  birding  on  the  marshes  should 
take  care  not  to  trespass.  At  Stone  some  of  the  best  woodland  was  vandalised  by  the 
developers  and  many  mature  trees  were  removed,  including  one  with  Long-eared  Owls 
roosting  in  it.  There  is  an  old  orchard  on  Dartford  Marsh  where  all  three  woodpeckers 
have  been  recorded. 

Filled  and  Reclaimed  Land 

The  landfill  site  at  Crayford  opened  in  about  1970.  It  attracted  large  numbers  of  gulls  and 
crows  and  both  Ringed  and  Little  Ringed  Plovers  attempted  to  nest.  Skylarks  and 
Meadow  Pipits  are  relatively  common  in  the  area.  This  habitat  also  attracts  large 
numbers  of  finches  which  feed  on  the  undisturbed  weedy  ground  and  Short-eared  Owls 
have  been  seen  hunting.  One  or  two  small  pools  in  the  area  formerly  attracted  some 
waders,  but  have  now  dried  up.  The  area  is  not  readily  accessible  and  little  survey  work 
has  been  done. 

The  rubbish  tip  at  Stone,  opened  in  1980  but  now  disused,  formerly  attracted  a  large 
number  of  gulls  and  corvids.  Although  the  actual  tipping  area  was  outside  the  boundary 
of  the  site  covered  by  this  paper,  the  gulls  used  the  ‘desert’  area  on  Stone  Marsh  as  a 
roost  and  the  lakes  for  bathing.  The  reclaimed  marsh  at  Stone  became  an  artificial  desert 
landscape  as  the  land  was  flattened  and  filled.  This  has  provided  breeding  habitat  for 
both  Ringed  and  Little  Ringed  Plovers  and  once  played  host  to  a  small  party  of  Snow 
Buntings.  It  is  now  being  slowly  built  over  and  much  of  it  forms  the  failed  ferry  terminal 
and  has  little  ornithological  value. 

An  area  of  Dartford  Marsh  behind  Spider  Wood  was  also  used  for  rubbish  dumping 
and  the  land  level  was  raised  by  several  feet.  It  is  now  a  weedy  area  used  by  seed-eating 
birds. 

Buildings 

The  buildings  on  the  marshes  vary  greatly  from  the  huge  power  station  to  small  sheds 
and  bams.  Several  species  rely  to  some  extent  on  buildings.  Black  Redstarts  nest  on  the 
power  station  and  in  earlier  years  also  used  a  derelict  paper  mill.  Swifts,  Swallows  and 
House  Martins  all  depend  on  buildings  for  breeding  as  did  Bam  and  Little  Owls  in  the 
past.  Stonechats  have  utilised  the  rough  ground  surrounding  the  industrial  development 
on  Crayford  Marsh. 
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SYSTEMATIC  LIST 

Red-throated  Diver  Gavia  stellata 

Davis  reported  one  in  breeding  plumage  in  April  1897.  Regularly  recorded  on  Stone  Marsh  in  the 
1950s,  with  a  maximum  of  eight  in  1951.  Only  one  record  in  the  1960s  and  two  in  the  1970s.  More 
recently,  there  were  two  in  1985  on  the  River  Thames  at  Dartford  Marshes,  at  least  six  birds  in  March 
1986  when  there  was  a  large  influx  into  the  London  Area  and  one  flew  W  up  the  River  Thames  in 
January  1992.  Most  records  have  been  between  January  and  March  with  two  lingering  into  April. 

Black-throated  Diver  Gavia  arctica 

There  are  two  old  records  of  birds  shot  in  1907.  More  recently  there  have  been  seven  records  of  nine 
birds  since  1952,  all  but  one  between  February  and  early  April  with  the  other  in  late  November.  The 
records  are:  Stone,  two  from  Feb  2nd  to  9th  1952,  one  on  Feb  7th  1953,  one  on  Mar  27th  and  two  on 
Apr  9th  1956.  Littlebrook  GP,  one  on  Nov  28th  1982.  River  Thames  at  Dartford  Marsh,  one  seen  on 
five  dates  between  Feb  23rd  and  Mar  31st  1986  and  one  on  Feb  13th  1988. 

Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer 

There  is  one  old  record  (Davis  1907).  The  only  other  record  is  of  one  from  Nov  8th  to  Dec  27th  1991 
on  the  much  abused  Cotton  Farm  Lake,  Stone.  This  bird  was  moved  to  Littlebrook  GP  after  being 
caught  in  fishing  tackle,  but  disappeared  shortly  afterwards. 

Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  ruficollis 

A  resident  breeding  species  in  small  numbers  on  ditches  and  gravel  pits.  Numbers  increase  in  winter 
with  maxima  of  40  in  September  1961  at  Stone  Marsh  and  57  at  Littlebrook  GP  in  September  1983. 

Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus 

A  resident  breeding  species  of  the  lakes  with  up  to  five  pairs.  Maximum  winter  count  is  20  in 
February  1993.  Occasionally  seen  on  the  River  Thames  in  hard  weather.  Davis  describes  it  as  a  rare 
bird  in  the  area  with  only  one  specimen  known  to  him. 

Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena 

A  scarce  visitor  with  four  records  all  in  February  and  all  of  singles  on  Cotton  Farm  Lake:  Feb  24th 
1954,  Feb  13th  1956,  Feb  16th  to  18th  1985  and  Feb  18th  1987. 

Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus 

A  scarce  visitor  recorded  in  late  winter  and  spring.  All  records  are  since  1982:  Littlebrook  GP  and 
Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on  Mar  14th  and  21st  and  Apr  19th  and  20th  1982.  Littlebrook  GP.  < ingles 
on  Feb  21st  and  from  Apr  8th  to  May  5th  1985.  Cotton  Farm  Lake,  four  from  Feb  16th  to  18th.  v  ith 
two  until  Mar  11th,  1985.  River  Thames,  two  on  Feb  22nd  and  one  on  the  Feb  23rd  1986.  Cotton 
Farm  Lake,  one  on  Jan  15th  1987.  Littlebrook  GP.  one  from  Feb  21st  to  at  least  Mar  14th  1993. 

Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis 

Five  records  only:  one  shot  at  Long  Reach  (Davis  1904).  Cotton  Farm  Lake,  one  from  Sept  Sth  to  Oct 
17th  1953.  Littlebrook  GP,  one  from  Sept  22nd  to  Oct  3rd  1979.  Littlebrook  GP.  one  from  Mar  30th 
to  Apr  13th  1985.  River  Thames,  one  on  Jan  24th  1987. 

Fulmar  Fulmarus  glacialis 

Two  records  of  four  birds:  Crayford  Marsh,  three  on  Sept  4th  1954  and  Dartford  Marsh,  one  found 
dead  on  Feb  21st  1965  after  strong  NE  winds. 

Storm  Petrel  Hydrobates  pelagicus 

Three  records:  Davis  (1904)  had  a  specimen  brought  to  him  from  Long  Reach.  Stone  Marsh,  one 
flying  down  river  mobbed  by  gulls  on  Sept  15th  1956.  River  Darent,  one  found  exhausted  on  Sept  7th 
1983  died  the  next  day. 

Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa 

Two  records:  Crayford  Marsh,  one  found  on  Sept  21st  1983  died  the  next  day  and  River  Thames  off 
Littlebrook  PS,  a  single  on  Sept  25th  1989  which  stayed  for  three  hours  before  flying  down  river. 

Gannet  Sula  bassana 

One  record  of  a  single  bird  found  dying  in  a  ploughed  field  on  Dartford  Marsh  at  the  end  of  Februarv 
1957. 
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Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo 

A  non-breeding  visitor  seen  in  all  months  of  the  year  with  largest  numbers  in  winter.  Maximum  count 
of  92  on  Jan  22nd  1992.  During  the  1950s  and  1960s  far  fewer  birds  were  recorded  than  currently 
which  was  probably  due  to  the  polluted  condition  of  the  River  Thames. 

Shag  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis 

A  scarce  visitor  with  six  records  of  eight  birds  mostly  in  winter:  Dartford  Creek  (River  Darent),  one 
on  May  1 1th  1982,  River  Thames,  one  on  Mar  18th  1986,  Littlebrook  GP,  three  on  Mar  10th  and  one 
on  Mar  12th  1988,  River  Thames,  singles  on  Mar  10th  and  Dec  8th  1990,  River  Thames,  one  on  Feb 
10th  1991. 

Bittern  Botaurus  stellaris 

Only  two  records  both  of  single  birds  at  Littlebrook  GP:  late  December  1980  to  Jan  3rd  1981  and  Feb 
25th  1993. 

Grey  Heron  Ardea  cinerea 

Does  not  breed  but  is  seen  in  each  month  with  peak  numbers  from  September  to  February.  Few 
records  published  before  1969.  Maximum  count  of  17  in  January  1969. 

Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea 

One  record  of  an  immature  bird  on  Dartford  Marsh  on  Sept  13th  and  14th  1985  which  was  the  13th 
record  for  the  London  Area. 

Mute  Swan  Cygnus  olor 

Breeding  resident.  Up  to  two  pairs  breed  at  Littlebrook  GP,  with  one  pair  at  Stone  and  Crayford. 
Highest  numbers  are  recorded  post  breeding  and  in  winter. 

Bewick’s  Swan  Cygnus  columbianus 

A  scarce  winter  visitor  with  four  records  of  five  birds.  Stone  Marsh,  one  on  Feb  26th  1956.  Dartford 
Marsh,  one  on  Feb  28th  and  Mar  7th  1971  and  two  on  Dec  24th  1986,  Stone  Marsh,  one  flew  over  on 
Jan  26th  1987. 

Whooper  Swan  Cygnus  cygnus 

A  scarce  winter  visitor  with  three  records  of  26  birds.  Stone  Marsh,  nine  on  Feb  3rd  1963,  with  six  or 
seven  remaining  to  Mar  3rd.  Dartford  Marsh,  three  from  Jan  22nd  to  Feb  1st  and  four  on  Jan  28th 
1987.  Dartford  Marsh,  13  flew  S  on  Nov  23rd  1990. 

White-fronted  Goose  Anser  albifrons 

All  records  refer  to  Dartford  Marsh:  41  flew  E  on  Jan  12th  1970,  48  flew  SW  on  Jan  28th,  four  on 
Feb  24th  and  200  flew  E  on  Mar  4th  1979,  210  on  Jan  12th  1985  and  three  on  Dec  20th  1987.  Grey 
Goose  sp.  One  on  Jan  12th  1969,  20  on  Dec  31st  1969,  30  on  Jan  1 1th  1970,  50+  on  Jan  10th  1971 
and  120  on  Jan  13th  1987;  all  were  probably  White-fronted  Geese. 

Greylag  Goose  Anser  anser 

An  infrequent  visitor  presumably  from  breeding  birds  in  the  Darenth  Valley.  One  pair  bred  at  Stone 
in  1987. 

Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis 

An  infrequent  visitor.  Maximum  of  37  on  Dec  1 1th  1977. 

Brent  Goose  Branta  bernicla 

A  bird  normally  seen  flying  along  the  River  Thames,  although  brief  visits  to  the  Marshes  at  high  tide 
are  not  unknown.  Recorded  in  1 1  years  since  1970,  with  flocks  normally  between  15  to  30  birds.  The 
largest  flock  seen  was  50-60  on  Oct  21st  1990. 

Shelduck  Tadorna  tadorna 

Formerly  a  regular  breeder  in  small  numbers  but  appears  to  have  declined,  probably  due  to 
disturbance  and  loss  of  habitat.  Large  flocks  were  noted  in  the  early  1970s  with  a  maximum  of  1,000 
in  February  1972.  Numbers  now  rarely  reach  60. 

Wigeon  -  Anas  penelope 

An  autumn  and  winter  visitor  associated  with  harsh  weather  when  flocks  of  up  to  500  have  occurred 
on  Littlebrook  GP  (Jan  17th  1987).  A  few  are  regular  on  the  River  Thames  around  the  mouth  of  the 
River  Darent.  Status  appears  to  have  changed  with  most  records  being  since  1979. 
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Gad  wall  Anas  strepera 

A  regular  visitor  to  Littlebrook  GP,  Stone  and  Dartford  Marshes.  There  is  only  one  record  prior  to 
1980  of  one  at  Stone  on  Oct  1 1th  1952.  Normally  a  few  are  found  on  the  River  Thames  at  the  mouth 
of  the  River  Darent.  Maximum  count  of  65  at  Littlebrook  GP  on  Feb  19th  1991. 

Teal  Anas  crecca 

Recorded  every  year  since  1969.  A  regular  winter  visitor  with  the  largest  numbers  found  on  the  River 
Thames  and  on  flooded  fields  on  the  marshes.  The  largest  number  recorded  was  280  in  January  1987. 
Not  recorded  between  June  and  August. 

Mallard  Anas  platyrhynchos 

Resident  breeding  species  in  the  ditches  on  the  marshes  and  the  lakes  at  Littlebrook  and  Stone. 
Sometimes  large  numbers  recorded  on  the  River  Thames  after  storms.  Maximum  recorded  is  400  in 
September  1981. 

Pintail  Anas  acuta 

First  recorded  in  1963.  An  exceptional  record  of  100  in  1969  was  part  of  a  large  influx  to  the  Lower 
Thames  area.  Recorded  in  15  years  with  other  large  counts  of  56  on  Feb  23rd  1979  and  37  on  Dec 
27th  1981.  In  recent  years  only  one  to  three  have  been  recorded. 

Shoveler  Anas  clypeata 

First  recorded  at  Littlebrook  in  1973  and  has  become  a  regular  visitor  to  Littlebrook  GP  since  1977. 
In  most  years  a  flock  of  30  or  more  birds  occurs  with  a  maximum  count  of  100  in  December  1987 
during  cold  weather. 

Red-crested  Pochard  Netta  rufina 

One  record  of  a  female  from  Mar  4th  to  16th  1988. 

Pochard  Aythya  ferina 

A  regular  winter  visitor  to  the  River  Thames  and  lakes,  far  more  numerous  at  present  than  40  years 
ago.  There  is  an  old  record  of  possible  breeding  in  1949  and  one  summered  in  1950.  Numbers 
increase,  sometimes  dramatically,  during  cold  weather.  The  maximum  recorded  is  1.200+  in 
February  1979  when  Littlebrook  GP  was  one  of  the  few  unfrozen  waters  in  the  South  East. 

Ferruginous  Duck  Aythya  nyroca 

Two  records  of  a  male  from  Jan  23rd  to  Feb  7th  and  two  males  on  Mar  4th  1951  at  Stone  Marsh. 

Tufted  Duck  Aythya  fuligula 

The  first  record  is  of  a  ‘fine  male’,  Davis  (1907).  Increased  greatly  between  1952  and  1976.  KOS 
(1981).  A  resident  species  with  a  few  pairs  probably  breeding  each  year.  The  maximum  count  is  400 
at  Littlebrook  GP  in  February  1979.  Most  years  30-70  are  recorded,  with  flocks  at  Littlebrook  and 
Stone  which  increase  during  cold  weather. 

Scaup  Aythya  marila 

An  irregular  visitor  usually  in  small  numbers.  An  exceptional  record  of  100  birds  at  Stone  on  Feb  3rd 
1963  coincided  with  a  record  total  of  600-700  birds  on  the  Thames  outside  the  London  Area  at  Cliffe. 
Other  than  this  a  total  of  48  birds  have  been  recorded  in  nine  years  with  nine  at  Littlebrook  on  Feb 
8th  1991  being  the  maximum. 

Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra 

A  scarce  visitor  with  only  five  records:  Stone  Marsh,  one  found  dead  on  Dec  13th  and  one  on  Dec 
21st  and  22nd  1953,  Dartford  Marsh,  one  found  dead  on  July  15th  1956  and  seven  on  July  22nd 
1971,  Long  Reach,  five  on  Aug  5th  1979. 

Velvet  Scoter  Melanitta  fusca 

H.J.Upton  is  reported  in  a  local  Dartford  paper  of  Mar  29th  1918  to  have  told  the  Dartford  Naturalists 
Field  Club  that  one  had  been  shot  in  that  winter.  Only  one  recent  record  of  a  male  on  the  River 
Thames  at  Long  Reach  on  Jan  31st  1970. 

Goldeneye  Bucephala  clangula 

An  irregular  visitor  with  16  records  of  36  birds.  Early  records  were  mainly  at  Stone  but  most  recent 
records  are  from  Littlebrook  GP.  Maximum  count  of  ten  at  Littlebrook  GP  on  Jan  20th  1985. 
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Smew  Mergus  albellus 

A  visitor  to  the  area  during  cold  weather.  Recorded  in  13  years  since  1950,  the  largest  numbers  being 
eight  in  February  1979  and  seven  in  January  1987  and  February  1991.  Birds  often  commute  between 
the  favoured  sites  of  Littlebrook  GP  and  Stone  Lake. 

Red-breasted  Merganser  Mergus  serrator 

Only  nine  records  and  as  with  Smew  its  appearance  coincides  with  cold  weather:  Stone,  one  from 

Feb  20th  to  Mar  1st  1954  and  one  on  Feb  13th  1956,  Long  Reach,  one  on  Mar  4th  1967  and  one  on 

Nov  29th  1969,  Crayford  Marsh,  one  female  and  Dartford  Marsh,  two  drakes  on  Dec  28th  1981, 
Stone,  two  from  Feb  16th  to  18th  1985,  River  Thames,  three  on  Jan  17th  1987,  Dartford  Marsh,  two 
on  Feb  2nd  1990. 

Goosander  Mergus  merganser 

There  have  been  six  records  of  17  birds:  Stone,  one  on  Dec  26th  1950,  one  from  Dec  5th  to  30th 
1953,  one  on  Jan  10th  1954,  River  Thames  at  Long  Reach,  eight  on  Jan  16th  and  17th  and  one  on 
Nov  23rd  1985,  Stone,  three  flew  over  on  the  Feb  22nd  1988. 

Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis 

A  very  scarce  visitor  with  only  three  records:  River  Thames,  two  on  Feb  21st  1986  and  Littlebrook 
GP,  one  from  Jan  21st  to  24th  and  two  there  on  Feb  9th  1987. 

Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus 

Only  three  records  all  of  singles  since  1990  on  Dartford  Marsh:  Aug  25th  1990,  May  23rd  1991  and 
Aug  19th  1992. 

Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus 

A  regular  visitor  to  the  marshes  in  small  numbers  since  1977,  with  just  two  previous  records  of  one  in 
1950  and  two  in  1954.  Records  have  declined  since  1988  associated  with  the  decline  at  Rainham 
Marsh  (Dennis,  1991).  Most  birds  seen  have  been  ‘ring-tails’.  Numbers  recorded  in  each  year  are 
given  in  the  table  below. 

Year:  77  79  80  81  82  83  84  85  86  87  88  89  90  91  92 

No.  of  birds:  1  1  1  2  1-2  1  2  3-4  2  3  1  0  1  0  0 

Montagu’s  Harrier  Circus  pygargus 

A  scarce  visitor  with  only  three  records,  all  at  Dartford  Marsh  between  June  and  September:  an 
immature  male  on  July  25th  1980,  an  adult  male  on  Sept  9th  1987  and  a  female  on  June  1 1th  1992. 

Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis 

One  record  of  a  bird  at  Stone  Marsh  flying  WSW  amongst  a  flock  of  Starlings  on  Nov  6th  1955.  This 
was  the  second  record  for  the  London  Area. 

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter  nisus 

Very  few  records  prior  to  1989.  Now  regularly  recorded  on  the  marshes  in  all  months  and  a  pair 
possibly  breeds  in  the  area  or  nearby.  The  maximum  seen  at  one  time  is  three.  Sightings  increase  in 
winter  when  they  are  sometimes  seen  hunting  the  Skylark  and  finch  flocks. 

Buzzard  -  Buteo  buteo 

A  scarce  visitor  with  five  records  since  1950,  all  of  singles  at  Dartford  Marsh:  Apr  30th  1950,  Oct 
10th  1976,  Aug  30th  1980,  Mar  28th  1985  and  Jan  25th  1986. 

Rough-Legged  Buzzard  Buteo  lagopus 

One  shot  at  Dartford  Marsh  in  1915  is  the  only  record. 

Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 

One  recent  record  of  a  bird  at  Littlebrook  GP  on  Sept  19th  1974. 

Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus 

A  resident  species  which  breeds  in  or  near  the  area.  A  pair  has  nested  on  the  Power  Station  in  some 
years.  Maximum  seen  together  is  five. 

Merlin  Falco  columbarius 

A  scarce  visitor  recorded  most  frequently  since  1982.  Most  records  are  from  November  to  March. 
About  13  records  since  1954. 


162 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  57  FOR  1992 


Hobby  Falco  subbuteo 

An  irregular  visitor  mainly  in  spring  and  autumn.  Has  been  seen  almost  annually  since  1988  but  there 
were  only  three  records  between  1952  and  1988. 

Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus 

Eleven  records;  nine  from  the  1950s  and  two  from  the  1980s.  The  absence  of  records  between  1953 
and  1982  was  probably  due  to  the  affect  of  pesticides.  Records  occur  from  October  to  March. 

Red-legged  Partridge  Alectoris  rufa 

A  breeding  species  with  numbers  introduced  for  shooting.  Maximum  count  of  30  in  1963. 

Grey  Partridge  Perdix  perdix 

A  breeding  species  with  records  since  1969.  The  maximum  count  is  60  in  November  1970  and 
November  1971. 

Quail  Coturnix  coturnix 

A  very  rare  visitor  with  only  two  recent  records  both  on  Dartford  Marsh:  one  or  two  calling  from 
June  2nd  to  13th  1952  and  two  on  May  24th  and  one  on  June  21st  1970.  Ticehurst  (1909)  stated  that 
a  clutch  of  eggs  was  taken  on  Dartford  Marsh  in  about  1900. 

Pheasant  Phasianus  colchicus 

Numbers  of  this  species  fluctuate  according  to  new  stocks  for  the  shoot  each  year.  Maximum  count 
of  100  in  1987. 

Water  Rail  Rallus  aquaticus 

An  irregular  visitor,  probably  under  recorded.  Seen  most  readily  around  Littlebrook  Lake.  Sometimes 
seen  in  harsh  weather  in  ditches  on  the  fresh  marshes  at  Crayford,  Dartford  and  Stone. 

Spotted  Crake  Porzana  porzana 

One  found  dead  under  power  lines  at  Littlebrook  PS  in  1967. 

Corncrake  Crex  crex 

Described  as  fairly  common  in  the  Dartford  area  by  Davis  (1904)  but  there  are  no  modem  records. 

Moorhen  Gallinula  chloropus 

A  common  breeding  species  on  the  lakes  and  in  ditches  on  the  fresh  marsh.  Large  gatherings  are 
sometimes  seen  in  winter  months  and  these  may  involve  migrant  birds. 

Coot  Fulica  atra 

A  resident  breeding  species  mainly  on  the  larger  bodies  of  water.  At  least  six  pairs  breed  on 
Littlebrook  GP  each  year  with  others  at  Stone.  Winter  numbers  are  supplemented  with  migrants  and 
have  greatly  increased  since  the  flooding  of  the  main  gravel  pit  at  Littlebrook.  Monthly  maxima  are 
shown  below.  Highest  counts  are  in  hard  weather,  when  flocks  may  been  seen  on  the  River  Thames  if 


the  lakes  freeze. 

Month 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr 

May  Jun 

Jul  Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov  Dec 

Maximum 

671  349  153  28 

10  12 

45  16 

105 

197 

215  456 

Oystercatcher 

Haematopus  ostralegus 

A  regular  visitor  to  the  area  that  has  attempted  to  breed  several  times.  In  the  1950s  and  1960s  the 
maximum  count  was  only  six  in  August  1964  compared  to  a  recent  high  of  18  on  Aug  9th  1980.  A 
pair  frequented  the  marshes  throughout  the  1970s  and  from  the  mid-1980s  two  to  four  birds  have 
been  present  intermittently  throughout  the  year.  A  pair  bred  successfully  in  1985  and  in  1993  a  pair 
nested  on  a  barge  moored  in  the  River  Thames  at  Long  Reach  but  the  chick  disappeared  before 
fledging.  Davis  (1907)  reports  several  birds  shot  in  the  area. 

Avocet  Recunirostra  avosetta 

Four  records:  Stone,  one  from  Dec  22nd  1952  to  Jan  24th  1953  and  one  on  Apr  6th  1958,  Long 
Reach,  one  on  Mar  10th  1991  and  two  on  Feb  29th  1992.  With  the  large  increase  in  breeding  and 
wintering  numbers  in  north  Kent  it  would  be  not  be  surprising  if  the  number  of  records  continues  to 
increase. 
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Little  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  dubius 

A  scarce  breeding  species  and  passage  migrant  recorded  since  the  1950s.  Breeding  recorded  on  Stone 
Marshes  in  1956  with  several  present  and  during  the  ‘development’  of  this  area  a  large  shingle  and 
sand  area  attracted  birds  and  there  are  several  possible  breeding  records  from  1985  and  1986.  At 
Littlebrook  GP  several  breeding  attempts  were  made  during  the  1970s  and  early  1980s  when  a 
suitable  area  was  available  but  most  if  not  all  eggs  or  young  were  predated.  At  Crayford  pairs  of  this 
species  and  the  next  were  seen  displaying  at  the  landfill  site  but  no  breeding  success  was  observed. 

Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiaticula 

A  scarce  breeding  species  and  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Pairs  present  in  most 
years  on  Dartford  and  Crayford  Marshes  with  up  to  four  pairs  attempting  to  nest.  At  Crayford  Marsh 
sites  have  frequently  been  in  the  industrial  development  or  on  the  landfill  site.  Peak  numbers  occur  in 
August  with  a  sizeable  flock  remaining  through  the  winter.  Maximum  counts  are  as  follows: 


Month 

Maximum 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun 

80  97  53  8  22  6 


Jul  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

14  145  110  45  25  70 


Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  apricaria 

An  irregular  visitor  mainly  to  Dartford  Marsh  but  also  occurs  at  Stone.  Recorded  in  all  months  from 
October  to  March,  most  frequently  from  December  to  March.  The  largest  numbers  recorded  are  20  in 
mid-December  1970  and  61  over  Dartford  Marsh  on  Dec  15th  1991. 

Grey  Plover  Pluvialis  squatarola 

A  regular  visitor  to  the  Thames  foreshore  in  small  numbers.  Records  have  been  almost  annual  since 
1951.  Most  records  are  in  the  winter  months,  the  maximum  recorded  being  25  on  Feb  25th  1987,  but 
there  are  also  records  of  passage  birds  mainly  in  spring  with  an  exceptional  record  of  16  on  May  30th 
1991. 

Sociable  Plover  Vanellus  gregarius 

One  record  of  this  rare  vagrant  from  Mar  8th  to  Apr  13th  1985.  When  it  first  arrived  it  was  seen 
mainly  on  Dartford  Marsh  but  was  absent  for  long  periods  later  in  its  stay  and  was  found  during  this 
time  on  Crayford  Marsh.  By  the  end  of  its  stay  it  had  acquired  almost  full  summer  plumage.  This  bird 
provided  the  only  sizeable  ‘twitch’  in  the  area  to  date.  This  is  the  only  record  in  the  London  Area  and 
was  the  26th  for  Great  Britain. 

Lapwing  Vanellus  vanellus 

Present  all  the  year  with  largest  numbers  in  winter.  A  few  pairs  breed  or  attempt  to  breed  each  year 
on  Crayford  and  Dartford  Marshes.  Numbers  of  breeding  birds  appear  to  have  declined,  probably  due 
to  greater  disturbance  and  the  changing  use  of  the  land.  Maximum  monthly  counts  are  shown  below. 


Month 

Maximum 


Jan  Feb 
1550  1500 


Mar 

500 


Apr  May 
12  20 


Jun 

20 


Jul 

500 


Aug  Sept 
45  160 


Oct  Nov  Dec 
300  1200  1000 


Knot  -  ,  Calidris  canutus 

A  irregular  visitor  mainly  in  winter  which  was  apparently  seen  more  often  in  the  1950s  and  early 
1970s.  Most  records  involve  less  than  20  birds  but  a  flock  of  250  on  Feb  15th  1970  was  an  amazing 
record  for  the  area.  More  recently  there  have  been  three  spring  records  all  involving  single  birds. 

Sanderling  Calidris  alba 

A  scarce  visitor  with  12  records  involving  17  birds,  well  spread  in  the  year  but  with  a  spring  and 
autumn  bias.  Monthly  distribution  is  shown  below. 


Month 
No  of  birds 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sept  Oct 
12  1-6-2131 


Nov  Dec 


Little  Stint  Calidris  minuta 

An  irregular  passage  migrant  which  has  been  recorded  more  often  recently  after  a  relatively  bleak 
period  since  regular  sightings  in  at  Stone  in  the  1950s.  Apart  from  a  single  bird  at  Dartford  Marsh  on 
Dec  8th  1974,  all  records  fall  between  Apr  9th  and  May  29th  and  again  between  Aug  12th  and  Oct 
18th.  The  largest  flocks  were  on  the  foreshore  at  Crayford  with  eight  birds  on  Sept  29th  1990  and 
eight  on  May  18th  1991. 
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Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos 

One  record  of  a  bird  from  Aug  14th  to  19th  1993.  This  bird  arrived  as  the  final  draft  of  this  paper  was 
completed  but  being  a  first  for  the  area  was  included.  It  was  found  with  the  usual  flock  of  Ringed 
Plover  along  the  narrow  foreshore  of  the  River  Thames  in  the  company  of  a  Curlew  Sandpiper.  Later 
it  was  watched  feeding  on  the  mud  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Darent  with  this  bird  and  several  Dunlin 
and  Ringed  Plover.  This  is  an  unusual  habitat  for  the  species  which  is  more  normally  seen  on 
freshwater  margins. 

Curlew  Sandpiper  Calidris  ferruginea 

A  irregular  autumn  passage  migrant  with  one  spring  and  one  winter  record.  It  appeared  more 
regularly  in  the  1950s  when  there  was  an  exceptional  record  of  26  birds  on  Sept  14th  1953.  Apart 
from  this  most  records  have  been  of  one  to  three  birds. 

Purple  Sandpiper  Calidris  maritima 

There  are  three  records  of  this  rare  visitor  to  the  London  Area  all  singles  in  a  four  year  period 
possibly  involving  the  same  returning  bird:  Jan  3rd  1970,  trapped  and  stayed  for  three  weeks,  Jan 
24th  1971  and  Dec  21st  1973.  A  bird  at  Rainham,  Essex  in  winter  1991/92  was  seen  to  fly  to  the 
Dartford  shore  of  the  Thames  (M  Hardwick  pers  comm )  but  it  failed  to  be  seen  from  there. 

Dunlin  Calidris  alpina 

A  common  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  which  sometimes  occurs  in  large  flocks,  either  feeding 
on  the  foreshore  or  roosting  on  one  of  the  wetter  fields  on  Dartford  Marsh.  The  favoured  feeding 
areas  are  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Darent  and  in  the  saltings  on  Crayford  Marsh.  Maximum  monthly 
totals  are  given  below. 

Month  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Maxima  5000  3500  6000  120  270  1  4  73  34  514  600  4000 

Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax 

A  wintering  species,  whose  numbers  have  fluctuated  over  the  years.  Numbers  were  at  their  greatest  in 
the  late  1960s  and  early  1970s  and  the  largest  group  recorded  was  120  on  Mar  1st  1970.  Numbers 
have  since  fallen  and  in  the  1980s  were  normally  between  one  and  25  and  for  the  last  four  years  the 
maximum  has  been  three.  Birds  have  usually  been  seen  on  flooded  fields  on  the  fresh  marsh  or  in  the 
roosting  flocks  of  Dunlin  and  Redshank.  Less  frequently  they  are  found  feeding  on  the  foreshore. 

Jack  Snipe  Lymnocyptes  minima 

During  the  late  1960s  and  1970s  there  was  a  flock  to  be  found  reasonably  regularly  in  a  marshy  field 
on  Dartford  Marsh  near  the  River  Thames.  The  maximum  number  recorded  was  20  on  Jan  5th  1969 
and  Jan  12th  1970.  When  the  barrier  was  built  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Darent  the  area  was  drained 
and  this  site  became  unsuitable.  Odd  birds  have  since  occurred  at  Stone  and  Dartford  Marshes  and 
there  were  up  to  three  near  the  ‘old’  site  in  the  winter  of  1992/3.  Davis  (1904),  describes  this  species 
as  ‘quite  common  at  times  on  Dartford  Marsh,  but  appearance  rather  fitful'. 

Common  Snipe  Gallinago  gallinago 

Mostly  a  winter  visitor,  sometimes  in  very  large  numbers  in  harsh  weather,  but  more  usually  in  single 
numbers.  Over  1,000  birds  were  present  on  Dartford  Marsh  on  Jan  1st  1987,  mostly  in  a  flooded  field 
on  the  fresh  marsh.  In  freezing  weather  feeding  birds  can  be  encountered  on  the  RiveT  Thames 
foreshore.  Some  birds  remain  into  spring  and  have  occasionally  been  heard  drumming.  Davis  states 
that  this  species  bred  on  Dartford  Marsh  in  1904. 

Woodcock  Scolopax  rustic ola 

An  infrequent  winter  visitor  during  harsh  weather.  There  is  one  unusual  record  of  six  birds  flying  E 
over  Stone  Marsh  in  foggy  conditions  on  Dec  6th  1952. 

Black-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  limosa 

A  scarce  visitor  to  the  area  with  just  13  records  of  19  birds  in  seen  in  seven  years  since  1950.  The 
majority  have  been  in  the  autumn  and  records  have  come  from  all  areas  with  birds  seen  on  the 
Thames  foreshore  and  feeding  on  muddy  edges  of  ditches  on  the  fresh  marsh.  Monthly  distribution  is 
shown  below. 

Month  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

No  of  birds  1  —  —  12—  553—  —  2 
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Bar-tailed  Godwit 


Limosa  lapponica 


Although  there  were  only  six  records  prior  to  1970,  it  has  now  become  an  almost  annual  visitor  in 
small  numbers  mainly  in  spring  and  autumn.  The  maximum  recorded  was  13  on  May  8th  1991  at 
which  time  up  to  16  were  across  the  River  at  Rainham,  Essex. 


Whimbrel 


Numenius  phaeopus 


Recorded  irregularly  since  1952  with  all  but  one  record  in  spring  and  autumn.  The  largest  flock 
recorded  was  18  on  June  22nd  1986.  Most  records  are  of  birds  flying  over.  In  recent  years  single 
birds  have  been  found  feeding  on  the  foreshore  at  Crayford,  normally  at  low  tide,  amongst  the 
fossilised  trees. 


Curlew 


Numenius  arquata 


There  were  few  records  of  this  species  until  six  years  ago  although  an  old  record  of  45  at  Stone 
Marsh  on  Feb  3rd  1963  remains  the  largest  flock  seen.  There  were  records  from  1972  to  1974 
including  one  of  ten  in  1972.  It  has  been  recorded  annually  since  1989  with  maximum  counts  of  11 
on  Feb  14th  1991  and  18  on  Mar  3rd  1992.  Most  recent  records  have  been  in  the  period  November  to 
March. 

Spotted  Redshank  Tringa  erythropus 

A  scarce  visitor  with  only  eight  records.  Interestingly,  the  majority  are  in  winter  and  not  on  passage, 
although  a  bird  in  1975  moulted  from  summer  to  winter  plumage  at  Littlebrook  GP.  Stone  Marsh, 
four  on  Nov  25th,  three  on  Dec  3rd  and  two  on  Dec  8th  1956  and  one  on  Jan  20th  1957.  Dartford 
Marsh,  one  on  Nov  23rd  1973.  Littlebrook  GP,  one  during  August  and  September  1974,  four  on  Nov 
29th  1983,  and  one  on  Oct  2nd  1985.  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  the  foreshore  on  Feb  10th  1991. 

Redshank  Tringa  totanus 

A  breeding  resident  in  small  numbers  and  passage  migrant/winter  visitor  in  quite  large  numbers.  In 
1956,  seven  or  eight  pairs  bred  on  Stone  Marsh  and  six  pairs  on  Dartford  Marsh,  and  presumably  a 
similar  population  existed  on  Crayford  Marsh.  Numbers  at  Crayford  and  Dartford  are  probably  now 

lower  although  up  to  six  pairs  were  displaying  at  Dartford  in  1992.  The  destruction  of  Stone  Marsh 

has  ended  the  possibility  of  Redshank  breeding  there.  Largest  numbers  occur  from  October  to  March 
and  peak  monthly  counts  are  shown  in  the  table. 

Month  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Maxima  600  150  132  40  20  45  20  15  19  400  250  200 

Greenshank  Tringa  nebularia 

The  Greenshank  is  a  regular  passage  migrant  but  is  never  numerous,  the  maximum  flock  being  ten  at 
the  end  of  August  1988.  There  are  about  four  times  as  many  autumn  records  as  spring  records. 

Green  Sandpiper  Tringa  ochropus 

A  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  It  is  most  often  encountered  at  the  edge  of  ditches  or  on  one  of 
the  lakes  and  is  normally  solitary  in  winter.  The  highest  number  recorded  is  15  on  October  25th  1970 
on  the  ash  pans  but  more  usually  the  whole  area  only  holds  up  to  three  or  four  birds. 

Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glare ola 

A  scarce  passage  migrant  with  nine  records  of  ten  birds,  all  but  two  in  autumn:  Stone  Marsh,  one  on 
Aug  29th  1950,  one  on  Aug  23rd  1952,  one  on  Aug  12th  1953  and  one  on  May  23rd  1956,  Dartford 
Marsh,  one  on  Oct  10th  1969,  one  from  Sept  5th  to  Sept  8th  1971  and  two  on  Aug  2nd  and  3rd  1979, 
Crayford  Pumping  Station,  one  May  8th  1988  and  Long  Reach  Sewage  Works,  one  Sept  2nd  1988. 

Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos 

A  passage  migrant  that  is  much  more  common  in  autumn  than  in  spring.  There  are  also  several 
records  of  birds  present  in  winter.  The  favoured  habitat  is  the  Thames  foreshore  and  the  River  Darent 
at  low  tide.  It  is  also  seen  around  the  banks  of  the  lakes.  The  highest  count  was  30  in  August  1969 


and  1970. 


Turnstone  Arenaria  interpres 

An  occasional  passage  visitor  with  a  few  winter  records.  They  are  usually  found  amongst  the  Ringed 
Plover  flock  on  the  foreshore  at  Crayford  or  Dartford.  The  maximum  number  observed  was  17  flying 
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upriver  on  Aug  9th  1980.  Ticehurst  (1909)  referred  to  their  occasional  appearance  as  far  up  the 
Thames  as  Dartford. 

Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  fulicarius 

One  record  of  a  single  bird  on  the  River  Thames  on  Oct  16th  1987.  This  was  part  of  an  influx  into  the 
area  following  the ‘great  storm’. 

Pomarine  Skua  Stercorarius  pomarinus 

Two  records:  one  on  the  River  Thames  at  Dartford  on  Mar  2nd  1986  was  probably  one  of  the  two 
juveniles  present  at  Rainham,  Essex  for  16  days  at  this  time.  Stone  Marsh,  a  juvenile  on  Jan  18th 
1987  landed  on  the  frozen  Cotton  Farm  Lake  and  preened  for  sometime  before  departing. 

Arctic  Skua  Stercorarius  parasiticus 

There  are  six  records  of  seven  birds,  all  but  one  in  autumn  and  all  from  the  River  Thames:  one  on 
Aug  9th  1980,  two  on  Aug  25th  and  one  on  Oct  6th  1985,  one  on  Sept  18th  1987  and  singles  on  May 
12th  and  Oct  22nd  1990. 

Great  Skua  Catharacta  skua 

One  record  of  an  exhausted  bird  in  a  field  at  Littlebrook  on  Sept  13th  1970.  After  rehabilitation  it  was 
released  at  Dungeness  in  October. 

Skua  sp 

Two  on  Aug  25th  1984  were  probably  Arctics  and  an  immature  on  Nov  23rd  1985,  was  probably  a 
Pomarine. 

Mediterranean  Gull  Larus  melanocephalus 

Apart  from  a  record  of  one  off  Crayford  Ness  on  Feb  6th  1973,  this  species  has  only  been 
encountered  regularly  since  1985.  The  reason  is  probably  three  fold:  the  rubbish  tip  at  Stone  attracted 
increased  numbers  of  gulls;  consequently  the  number  of  local  observers  watching  gulls  also 
increased;  the  standard  of  identification  improved  due  to  the  high  profile  it  was  given,  particularly  by 
the  late  Peter  Grant.  During  this  period  approximately  20  individuals  have  been  encountered, 
November  to  March  being  the  peak  months.  Interestingly,  1992  was  a  good  year  with  at  least  three 
individuals  seen  despite  the  closure  of  the  rubbish  tip. 

Little  Gull  Larus  minutus 

A  uncommon  visitor  to  the  area,  most  often  encountered  at  Littlebrook  PS  outflow  and  sometimes  on 
Littlebrook  GP.  Most  are  seen  between  July  and  October  although  there  are  some  spring  and  w  inter 
records.  Unsurprisingly,  the  largest  number  recorded  was  at  least  15  on  Oct  18th  1987  after  the  'great 
storm’. 

Sabine’s  Gull  Larus  sabini 

One  record  only  of  a  juvenile  on  the  River  Thames  at  Long  Reach  on  Oct  18th  1987.  This  was  one  of 
many  wrecked  individuals  in  London  at  this  time,  but  none  of  the  adults  w  hich  occurred  further  up 
the  Thames  at  Barking  were  seen.  There  were  only  four  London  records  before  1987.  but  this  bird 
was  one  of  a  minimum  of  64  during  that  year. 

Black-headed  Gull  Larus  ridibundus 

The  commonest  gull  of  the  area.  Most  common  in  w  inter  when  very  large  numbers  occur.  Few  adults 
are  seen  outside  the  winter  months  but  some  first  year  birds  remain  during  the  summer  and  the  first 
juvenile  birds  are  seen  in  July.  In  winter  up  to  c20,000  have  been  counted  in  December  and  January. 
During  1989  an  albino  bird  was  seen. 

Common  Gull  Larus  canus 

Less  common  than  the  previous  species.  Mainly  present  outside  the  breeding  season,  with  peak 
numbers  in  migration  in  March  and  August/September.  A  few  remain  around  the  River  Thames  in 
the  summer  months.  Monthly  maxima  are  given  in  the  table. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

300  300  1000  100  20  6  20  450  450  30  110  500 


Month 

Maxima 
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Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  fuscus 

Another  of  the  gull  species  that  increased  due  to  the  Stone  rubbish  tip.  The  largest  number  recorded 
was  cl, 000  in  July  1987.  Some  birds  are  present  all  year  and  up  to  20  can  usually  be  found  on  the 
foreshore  at  Crayford  Ness.  Most  summering  birds  are  immatures. 

Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus 

Most  common  during  the  years  when  Stone  rubbish  tip  was  operating.  Present  mainly  from 
September  to  March  with  a  recorded  maximum  of  800  in  December  1988.  A  few  immature  birds  are 
sometimes  seen  in  summer  with  other  larger  gull  species  at  Crayford  Ness.  Yellow-legged  Herring 
Gull,  Larus  argentatus  cachinnans.  First  recorded  in  1983  with  a  single  at  Littlebrook  GP.  Four 
were  recorded  in  1984  and  two  in  1985.  The  table  below  shows  the  number  present  in  the  area  during 
peak  years.  These  could  be  seen  at  the  gull  roost  at  Stone  Marsh,  at  Stone  rubbish  tip  or  at  Littlebrook 
GP,  a  favoured  bathing  site.  Subsequent  to  the  closure  of  the  tip  numbers  have  reduced  to  a 
maximum  of  only  nine  in  Aug  1991  and  12  in  July  1992. 


July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

1986 

60 

11 

60 

(no  count) 

- 

1987 

70 

(no  count) 

15 

(no  count) 

- 

1988 

133 

34 

97 

115 

16 

1989 

56 

78 

135 

(no  count) 

26 

Glaucous  Gull  Larus  hyperboreus 

A  scarce  species  with  eight  records,  all  but  one  between  1987  and  1989:  Littlebrook,  an  immature 
bird  on  Feb  19th  1978.  Littlebrook  GP  and  Joyce  Green  Hospital,  a  first-winter  on  Dec  27th  and  28th 
1987.  Littlebrook  GP,  a  third- winter  on  Mar  10th  and  12th,  a  first- winter  on  Mar  12th,  also  seen  at 
Stone  on  Mar  9th  and  an  adult  on  Dec  18th  and  30th.  Stone,  a  first-year  on  Dec  22nd  1988. 
Littlebrook  GP,  two  first- winters  on  Feb  20th  1989. 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  marinus 

Mainly  a  winter  visitor  with  a  few  birds,  mainly  first-years,  remaining  on  the  Thames  in  summer. 
Maximum  count  of  200  on  Jan  25th  1979. 

Kittiwake  Rissa  tridactyla 

There  are  13  records  since  1952  mostly  of  singles  along  the  River  Thames.  All  records  are  from 
February  to  April  and  July  to  November.  The  largest  count  was  eleven,  including  ten  adults,  on  Oct 
8th  1989. 

Sandwich  Tern  Sterna  sandvicensis 

An  irregular  visitor,  mostly  seen  on  the  River  Thames  at  Littlebrook  PS.  All  records  are  during 
passage  periods  with  the  majority  in  autumn  between  the  end  of  July  and  the  beginning  of  October. 
The  largest  flock  seen  was  36  on  Sept  18th  1969. 

Common  Tern  Sterna  hirundo 

A  spring  and  autumn  migrant  with  most  records  at  Littlebrook  PS  outflow.  Spring  records  are 
normally  of  one  to  three  birds  while  autumn  numbers  can  be  much  larger  if  the  Power  Station  is 
running.  The  largest  number  recorded  was  c200  on  Aug  31st  1984  during  the  coal  strike  when  the 
oil-fired  generators  ran  continuously,  an  unusual  occurrence  in  August.  Two  birds  remained  into 
December  in  1984,  one  staying  until  the  26th  when  cold  weather  arrived,  only  missing  the  new  year 
list  by  six  days. 

Arctic  Tern  Sterna  paradisaea 

An  annual  visitor  in  small  numbers  mostly  since  1979,  with  all  but  two  records  in  the  period  July 
22nd  to  Oct  3rd.  Birds  are  normally  found  with  Common  Terns  at  Littlebrook  PS  outflow.  Given  the 
distance  and  light  conditions,  specific  identification  in  the  tern  flock  is  not  always  easy  there. 

Bridled  Tern  Sterna  anaethetus 

Both  authors,  one  at  each  of  the  sites,  saw  the  bird  at  Swanscombe  and  West  Thurrock  on  June  2nd 
1991  fly  upriver  as  far  as  Dartford  Bridge  thereby  passing  Stone  Marsh  and  therefore  feel  justified  in 
including  this  rare  pelagic  visitor  in  a  list  for  the  area.  This  is  the  only  London  record  and  the  14th  for 
Great  Britain. 
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Little  Tern  Sterna  albifrons 

An  uncommon  visitor  to  the  River  Thames  at  Dartford.  Most  records  are  in  autumn:  one  on  June  7th 
and  three  on  June  15th  1969,  seven  to  ten  on  Aug  10th  1979,  three  on  Aug  8th,  one  on  Aug  1 1th  and 
four  on  Aug  13th  1984,  seven  on  Aug  8th  1985,  one  on  Sept  14th  1989.  Crayford  Marsh,  nine  flew 
along  River  Darent  towards  the  Thames  on  May  30th  1990. 

Black  Tern  Chlidonias  niger 

A  regular  autumn  visitor  to  the  power  station  outflow,  with  some  records  on  the  lakes.  There  is  one 
spring  record  of  two  immaculate  birds  on  the  River  at  Crayford  on  Apr  23rd  1988.  There  is  also  a 
record  of  two  on  June  30th  1985.  Other  than  this,  autumn  passage  is  recorded  from  July  7th.  The 
largest  number  recorded  was  in  the  remarkable  year  of  1984  when  numbers  reached  c200  on  Aug  5th. 
The  latest  date  is  Sept  30th. 

White-winged  Black  Tern  Chlidonias  leucopterus 

The  well  watched  juvenile  bird  at  West  Thurrock,  Essex  was  also  at  Littlebrook  PS  outflow  for  much 
of  Sept  4th  to  Sept  6th  1990.  This  was  the  22nd  record  for  the  London  Area. 

Guillemot  Uria  aalge 

A  very  rare  visitor  with  only  two  records.  Dartford  Marsh,  one  found  in  a  field  on  Oct  15th  1972  was 
ringed  and  later  released  at  Shellness,  Kent  and  Long  Reach,  one  on  Feb  26th,  five  on  Feb  28th,  one 
on  Mar  1st  and  two  on  Mar  2nd  1986  during  a  period  when  a  large  number  of  Guillemots  were  seen 
in  the  London  Area. 

Little  Auk  Alle  alle 

One  record  of  a  bird  on  the  Thames  at  Dartford  on  Dec  13th  1927. 

Puffin  Fratercula  arctica 

Three  records,  all  of  singles:  Stone,  one  on  the  River  Thames  on  Sept  18th  1955,  Dartford  Marsh,  one 
found  dead  on  Dec  9th  1957  and  River  Thames,  one  on  Oct  2nd  1985. 

Feral  Pigeon  Columba  livia 

A  common  resident  with  largest  numbers  in  autumn  and  winter.  A  large  number  inhabit  the  ‘rock 
face’  of  the  power  station. 

Stock  Dove  Columba  oenas 

A  resident  species  breeding  in  small  numbers,  although  the  loss  of  the  wood  to  the  east  of  Cotton 
Farm  Lake  may  have  reduced  potential  breeding  numbers.  Gatherings  in  winter  can  reach  good 
numbers,  such  as  200  on  Oct  31st  1971.  A  flock  of  100-150  in  May  1951  was  unusual. 

Woodpigeon  Columba  palumbus 

A  resident  species  with  large  flocks  in  autumn  and  winter.  Maximum  recorded  is  500  flying  W  on 
Dec  18th  1973.  The  flocks  are  very  mobile  and  a  count  of  250  on  Jan  31st  1989  for  example,  may  be 
an  underestimate  of  the  total  population  in  the  area. 

Collared  Dove  Streptopelia  decaocto 

This  species  has  been  recorded  since  1969.  It  now  breeds  commonly  and  large  numbers  have  built  up 
especially  around  bams  where  grain  has  been  stored.  The  largest  count  was  300+  at  Littlebrook  in 
1981. 

Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  turtur 

A  summer  breeding  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  In  summer  its  gentle  purring  can  be  heard  in  several 
of  the  wooded  areas.  In  1949  a  flock  of  150-200  was  recorded.  Numbers  are  much  lower  now. 

Ring-necked  Parakeet  Psittacula  krameri 

There  are  two  records  of  this  colourful  introduction:  Dartford  Marsh,  one  in  December  1978  and 
Joyce  Green  Hospital,  one  over  the  swimming  pool  on  June  10th  1989. 

Cuckoo  Cuculus  eanorus 

A  summer  migrant  in  small  numbers.  One  or  two  may  be  heard  in  May  and  June  each  year  and 
breeding  has  been  recorded. 
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Barn  Owl  Tyto  alba 

There  have  been  Bam  Owls  present  in  the  area  every  year  since  1969.  In  some  years  two  birds  have 
been  seen  and  on  at  least  one  occasion  the  characteristic  snoring  call  was  heard.  Any  evidence  of 
breeding  is  however  only  circumstantial  and  sightings  have  become  less  frequent  in  the  last  few 
years.  There  are  any  number  of  suitable  sites,  many  of  which  are  inaccessible  so  breeding  may  go 
undetected  in  some  years 

Little  Owl  Athene  noctua 

Little  Owls  were  introduced  into  Kent  at  Edenbridge  in  1874  and  again  in  1894  and  1900.  They  had 
apparently  spread  up  the  River  Darent  as  far  as  Dartford  by  1884.  More  recently  birds  were  heard 
calling  in  the  late  1960s  and  two  or  three  pairs  were  present  until  the  mid  to  late  1980s.  Numbers 
have  declined  and  there  have  been  no  records  since  1990  although  could  possibly  go  undetected. 

Tawny  Owl  Strix  aluco 

This  is  a  scarce  visitor  with  just  a  few  recent  records  of  birds  calling  from  the  grounds  of  Joyce  Green 
Hospital. 

Long-eared  Owl  Asio  otus 

Although  mainly  a  winter  visitor  breeding  has  occurred  in  the  past.  A  pair  bred  in  1973  but  the  young 
were  taken;  there  may  be  other  instances  of  nests  being  disturbed.  Wintering  has  occurred  in  most 
years  since  1973.  There  have  been  several  roosting  sites  both  at  Stone  and  Dartford  Marshes,  the 
birds  normally  moving  on  when  disturbance  gets  too  great.  It  is  unfortunate  that  when  news  of  a  roost 
reaches  some  birders  the  welfare  of  the  birds  takes  second  place  to  their  perceived  need  for  better 
views.  The  maximum  number  recorded  was  15  in  December  1991.  No  roost  was  found  in  the  winter 
of  1992-93. 

Short-eared  Owl  Asio  flammeus 

A  regular  winter  visitor  to  the  area  in  small  numbers.  In  most  winters  one  to  three  are  reported  but 
exceptionally  up  to  six  have  been  seen.  Individuals  tend  to  wander  over  the  area  and  have  been  seen 
crossing  the  river  to  Rainham  which  gives  a  clue  to  their  origin.  Most  records  are  between  October 
and  April. 

Nightjar  Caprimulgus  europaeus 

One  recent  record  of  two  migrants  on  May  19th  1969  at  Stone  Marsh.  Davis  (1907)  states 
‘encountered  on  the  marshes  at  Dartford’. 

Swift  Apus  apus 

A  common  summer  visitor,  present  from  late  April  to  early  September  and  exceptionally  to  late 
September.  The  largest  count  was  750  on  Aug  6th  1980. 

Kingfisher  Alcedo  atthis 

A  resident  species  which  is  not  often  seen,  but  one  or  two  pairs  probably  breed  most  years.  In  1992 
16  birds  were  ringed  at  Littlebrook.  On  Crayford  Marsh  it  is  occasionally  seen  along  Howbury  Dyke. 
Encountered  along  the  Rivers  Darent  and  Thames  in  winter  when  the  ditches  are  frozen. 

Hoopoe  Upupa  epops 

There  are  two  records  of  this  exotic  visitor  from  the  south:  Littlebrook,  two  on  Apr  10th  1966  and 
one  on  May  1st  1977. 

Wryneck  Jynx  torquilla 

This  species  bred  commonly  in  the  area  at  the  beginning  of  the  century.  There  is  only  one  recent 
record:  Dartford  Marsh,  one  from  Sept  9th  to  15th  1991. 

Green  Woodpecker  Picus  viridis 

An  occasional  visitor  to  the  area,  sometimes  remaining  for  several  months.  There  is  no  evidence  of 
breeding. 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  major 

An  increasingly  recorded  species  in  recent  years.  It  is  seen  in  all  months  and  almost  certainly  breeds. 
The  most  suitable  area  at  Stone  was  largely  destroyed  in  the  late  1980s.  Dispersing  birds  sometimes 
occur  in  winter. 
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Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  minor 

Two  records  only.  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Mar  9th  1985  was  probably  the  same  as  at  Littlebrook  GP 
on  Mar  25th  and  one  was  ringed  at  Littlebrook  during  1989. 

Wood  Lark  Lullula  arborea 

A  rare  visitor  with  two  records:  Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  Mar  26th  1952  and  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on 
Apr  15th  1971. 

Skylark  Alauda  arvensis 

A  common  breeding  species  which  forms  large  flocks  in  the  w  inter.  A  large  movement  of  1 ,000  plus 
birds  flying  SW  in  two  and  a  half  hours  was  noted  on  Jan  30th  1972.  The  largest  group  recorded  was 
cl,000  on  Jan  23rd  1979. 

Sand  Martin  Riparia  riparia 

A  common  summer  visitor  which  has  bred  at  Littlebrook  GP.  Normally  the  earliest  of  the  hirundines 
to  arrive.  Large  concentrations  are  seen  at  Littlebrook  GP  and  Stone  Lake  with  the  main  arrival  in 
April. 

Swallow  Hirundo  rustica 

A  common  summer  visitor,  with  some  pairs  breeding  in  the  farm  and  factory  buildings  on  Crayford 
and  Dartford  Marshes.  Early  arrivals  are  normally  in  the  last  week  of  March  and  the  latest  bird 
recorded  was  one  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Nov  2nd. 

House  Martin  Delichon  urbica 

A  common  summer  visitor  which  breeds  on  houses  adjacent  to  the  Marsh.  There  is  a  small  colony- 
under  the  jetty  of  Littlebrook  PS  that  has  been  present  for  many  years.  Largest  count  is  750  at. 
Littlebrook  on  Sept  23rd  1991. 

Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  novaeseelandiae 

One  record  of  a  single  bird  on  Dartford  Marsh  on  Sept  28th  1988.  This  was  the  ninth  record  the 
London  Area. 

Tree  Pipit  Anthus  trivialis 

There  are  two  records  of  spring  migrants.  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  20th  1969  and  Stone  Marsh, 
one  from  18th  to  21st  Apr  1974.  This  species  is  almost  certainly  under  recorded. 

Meadow  Pipit  Anthus  pratensis 

A  resident  breeding  species  of  Crayford,  Dartford  and  Stone  Marshes.  Also  a  passage  migrant  and 
winter  visitor  and  at  times  can  be  found  in  good  numbers  along  the  River  Thames  wall.  The  number 
of  breeding  pairs  over  the  total  area  is  probably  still  at  least  30  and  even  at  Stone  the  characteristic 
song  can  still  be  heard  between  the  developments  and  the  river. 

Rock  Pipit  Anthus  petrosus 

A  regular  winter  visitor  along  the  Rivers  Darent  and  Thames.  The  largest  number  recorded  was  35  in 
1969.  Numbers  in  recent  years  have  rarely  exceeded  six.  A  bird  showing  the  characteristics  of  the 
Scandinavian  sub-species  A.p.  littoralis  was  present  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Mar  3rd  1992. 

Water  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta 

A  scarce  visitor  with  only  three  records.  Stone  Marsh,  one  on  Dec  24th  1950.  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on 
Mar  18th  1973.  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Feb  28th  1987.  So  far  the  marshes  on  the  south  side  of  the 
River  Thames  have  not  seen  the  change  in  status  of  this  species  evident  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  the 
north  side  where  it  is  now'  a  regular  w'inter  visitor  in  large  numbers. 

Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  flava 

This  species  was  once  a  regular  breeding  bird  at  Dartford,  Crayford  and  Stone  Marshes.  Numbers 
have  been  declining  over  a  long  period  and  the  last  pair  present  at  Dartford  w'as  in  1990  with  none 
summering  since  and  two  pairs  were  seen  at  Crayford  Marsh  in  the  same  year.  One  pair  was  recorded 
on  Crayford  Marsh  on  May  23rd  1991  but  almost  certainly  did  not  breed.  In  the  early  1950s  breeding 
was  described  as  ‘good  numbers'.  In  1967,  seven  pairs  nested  at  Littlebrook  and  in  1969  five  or  six 
pairs  on  Dartford  Marsh.  A  large  part  of  the  breeding  area  at  Littlebrook  was  destroyed  w  hen  the  new 
power  station  was  built  in  1974.  The  earliest  migrant  recorded  was  one  on  Mar  26th  1972.  In  the  late 
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1960s  a  large  post  breeding  roost  was  found  in  a  reedbed  on  Cray  ford  Marsh  with  up  to  100  during 
late  August.  A  group  of  35  birds  was  recorded  on  Sept  25th  1990  at  Dartford  Marsh.  Birds  of  the 
nominate  race  M.f.flava  were  present  on  the  following  dates:  Aug  8th  1985,  May  24th  1986  and  June 
26th  to  July  29th  1987. 

Grey  Wagtail  Motacilla  cinerea 

An  irregular  visitor  outside  the  breeding  season,  with  one  or  two  seen  along  the  River  Darent  in  some 
years.  A  pair  may  have  bred  at  Littlebrook  in  1981. 

Pied  Wagtail  Motacilla  alba 

A  resident  species  with  a  few  breeding  pairs  seen  at  the  sewage  farm  and  other  industrial  sites.  In 
1950  and  1951  there  was  a  large  roost  of  over  450  birds  in  a  reedbed  on  Crayford  Marsh  and  at 
Littlebrook  a  roost  reached  150  birds  in  August  1981.  There  are  three  records  of  the  nominate  race 
M. a. alba,  all  of  single  birds:  Mar  31st  and  June  18th  1986  and  Apr  27th  1990. 

Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes 

A  common  breeding  bird  in  wooded  areas  but  less  common  in  the  hedges  and  ditch  areas  of  the 
marshes.  Subject  to  perodic  declines  after  bad  winters. 

Dunnock  Prunella  modularis 

A  common  breeding  resident.  Maximum  count  of  60  on  Oct  25th  1970. 

Robin  Erithacus  rubecula 

A  common  breeding  resident,  supplemented  by  migrants  in  autumn  and  winter. 

Nightingale  Luscinia  megahynchos 

A  scarce  summer  visitor,  with  seven  records  all  of  singles.  Dartford  Marsh,  May  11th  and  June  1st 
1969.  Stone  Marsh,  May  15th  1971.  Dartford  Marsh,  Apr  30th  1972.  Stone  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  27th 
and  May  5th  1974  and  one  on  June  1st  1986.  Joyce  Green  Hospital,  one  singing  from  May  3rd  to  5th 
and  one  on  Aug  13th  1986. 

Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecicus 

No  records  this  century  but  Davis  (1907)  cites  one  shot  on  Dartford  Marsh  on  Sept  3rd  1880.  This 
appears  to  have  been  shot  after  being  identified  as  a  Redstart.  A  reappearance  would  be  welcome. 

Black  Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochruros 

The  colonisation  of  the  London  Area  after  the  Second  World  War  is  well  documented.  After  the 
initial  use  of  bomb-sites  as  breeding  habitat,  power  stations  became  favoured  sites.  One  to  three  pairs 
have  bred  at  Littlebrook  PS  since  the  first  records  there  in  1964.  The  report  of  four  confirmed 
breeding  in  1984  should  have  been  two  pairs  with  two  additional  singing  males.  Access  to  the  site  is 
difficult  and  most  observations  are  made  from  the  outside  wall  and  some  determination  is  required  to 
prove  breeding.  Birds  on  the  marshes  in  autumn  are  probably  from  the  local  population  rather  than 
long  distance  migrants. 

Redstart  Phoenicurus  phoenicurus 

An  uncommon  migrant  with  six  records  of  seven  birds.  Dartford  Marsh,  one  Sept  7th  1969,  two  on 
Apr  19th  and  one  on  Aug  2nd  1970,  one  on  Sept  17th  1972  and  one  on  Sept  11th  1991  and 
Littlebrook,  one  ringed  in  1992. 

Whinchat  Saxicola  rubetra 

A  former  breeding  species  with  records  from  Crayford,  Dartford  and  Stone  Marshes.  In  1956  there 
were  six  pairs  at  Crayford  Marsh  and  one  pair  at  Stone  and  in  1949  Dartford  Marsh  held  four  pairs. 
There  have  been  no  breeding  reports  since  but  in  1989  spring  migrants  lingered  on  Crayford  Marsh 
just  long  enough  to  raise  hopes  before  disappearing  in  May.  It  is  now  a  regular  migrant  with  nearly 
all  records  in  the  autumn.  The  maximum  recent  count  was  15  on  Aug  23rd  1970.  Davis  (1904)  states 
‘fairly  common  on  the  Dartford  Marshes’. 

Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata 

Reported  breeding  since  1970.  In  good  years  several  pairs  have  bred,  with  up  to  five  in  the 
Dartford/Littlebrook  area  and  two  on  Crayford  Marsh  around  industrial  sites.  After  severe  weather 
numbers  drop  drastically  and  in  some  years  no  breeding  is  noted.  There  is  usually  a  good  population 
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across  the  River  at  Rainham  Marsh  and  it  may  be  that  this  acts  as  a  core  population,  recolonising  our 
area  when  numbers  increase.  Birds  are  present  throughout  the  year  with  a  maximum  count  of  16  in 

1972,  an  exceptional  total  for  any  London  site. 

Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe 

A  regular  passage  migrant  with  falls  of  up  to  20  birds.  The  earliest  date  is  Mar  3rd  1992  but  most 
spring  records  fall  between  Mar  23rd  and  the  end  of  April  and  in  autumn  between  Aug  1st  and  Oct 
29th.  The  latest  record  was  one  on  Nov  5th  1972.  A  very  juvenile  bird  on  July  1 1th  1993  poses  an 
intriguing  question  concerning  its  origin.  There  is  one  record  of  the  Greenland  sub-species 
O.o.leucorhoa :  two  on  Apr  18th  and  one  on  20th  1989. 

Ring  Ouzel  T urdus  torquatus 

There  have  been  four  records  of  five  birds  all  within  the  eight  day  period  April  19th  to  26th:  Dartford 
Marsh,  one  on  Apr  19th  1970,  Crayford  Marsh,  a  male  on  Apr  23rd  1988,  Dartford  Marsh,  a  male 
and  a  female  on  Apr  25th  1989  and  Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  26th  1992. 

Blackbird  T urdus  merula 

A  common  breeding  bird  supplemented  by  migrants  outside  the  breeding  season.  Maximum  of  150 
on  Dec  6th  1970. 

Fieldfare  T urdus  pilaris 

A  common  winter  visitor  whose  numbers  depend  on  the  severity  of  the  winter.  Birds  normally  appear 
towards  the  end  of  October  and  remain  to  the  end  of  March  with  a  few  lingering  into  April.  Flocks  of 
up  to  1,000  have  been  recorded  in  some  years. 

Song  Thrush  T urdus  philomelus 

A  common  breeding  bird  and  winter  visitor.  Continental  birds  are  present  in  some  years.  Maximum 
count  of  200  on  Nov  5th  1972. 

Redwing  T urdus  iliacus 

A  common  winter  visitor  often  in  mixed  flocks  with  Fieldfares.  Maximum  count  of  3.000  at  Stone  in 
February  1951.  The  change  in  land  use  of  the  marshes  probably  means  that  flocks  of  this  size  are 
unlikely  to  be  seen  again  in  the  area. 

Mistle  Thrush  T urdus  viscivorus 

A  regular  breeding  species  which  often  forms  post-breeding  flocks.  Maximum  count  of  50  on  Dec 
5th  1978. 

Grasshopper  Warbler  Locustella  naevia 

There  are  records  of  one  to  three  pairs  of  this  secretive  species  present  and  possibly  breeding  until 

1973.  Maximum  number  recorded  is  ten  on  July  22nd  1973  which  included  six  newly  fledged  birds. 
No  further  records  until  one  at  Crayford  Marsh  on  Apr  9th  1983. 

Sedge  Warbler  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus 

A  breeding  species  found  in  suitable  habitat  around  the  lakes  and  ditches.  The  number  of  singing 
birds  is  small,  probably  only  three  or  four  in  any  year.  Also  recorded  on  passage. 

Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus 

A  common  breeding  visitor.  Most  pairs  breed  in  small  reedbeds  or  reed-fringed  ditches.  As  many  as 
100  pairs  could  breed  but  a  complete  survey  has  not  been  undertaken.  In  1986  there  w  ere  54  pairs  at 
Littlebrook  and  Stone  and  when  the  total  potential  available  habitat  (much  of  it  inaccessible)  is  taken 
into  account  then  the  total  estimate  is  not  unreasonable. 

Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca 

A  summer  visitor  which  breeds  in  small  numbers  mostly  in  areas  of  hawthorn  scrub.  In  any  year 
there  are  probably  at  least  five  singing  birds  in  the  area.  On  migration  it  is  commonly  found,  the 
maximum  recorded  being  24  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Aug  13th  1988. 

Whitethroat  Sylvia  communis 

A  common  breeding  species  that  has  recovered  a  long  way  since  its  great  crash  in  1969.  The  number 
of  breeding  pairs  over  the  total  area  is  probably  up  to  20.  It  is  a  common  migrant  especially  in  autumn. 
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Garden  Warbler  Sylvia  borin 

One  or  two  singing  birds  are  heard  at  Littlebrook  in  most  years  and  presumably  breed.  It  is  far  less 
common  than  the  next  species. 

Blackcap  Sylvia  atricapilla 

A  common  breeding  species.  Any  area  with  suitable  cover  will  hold  a  singing  male.  It  is  an  early 
visitor  with  some  birds  holding  territory  by  the  end  of  March.  It  occasionally  winters  in  the  area. 

Wood  Warbler  Phylloscopus  sibilatrix 

A  scarce  passage  migrant  with  four  records,  all  on  Dartford  Marsh:  a  singing  male  on  Apr  27th  1973, 
a  male  ringed  on  June  30th  1985  -a  late  date  for  a  spring  migrant,  a  singing  male  on  May  2nd  1989 
and  a  singing  male  on  May  18th  1990. 

Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus  collibita 

A  common  migrant  with  just  a  few  birds  remaining  in  suitably  wooded  areas  to  breed.  Normally 
heard  singing  from  mid-March  and  a  few  winter  in  the  area. 

Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus 

Singing  birds  can  be  heard  in  suitable  areas  in  spring.  Normally  arrives  between  Mar  30th  and  Apr 
7th.  A  few  pairs  stay  to  breed  and  it  is  a  common  autumn  migrant. 

Goldcrest  Regulus  regulus 

A  scarce  visitor  to  the  area  normally  found  outside  the  breeding  season.  It  has  been  heard  singing  in 
Spider  Wood. 

Firecrest  Regulus  ignicapillus 

There  are  five  records  of  this  species:  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  27th  1969,  Littlebrook,  one  on 
Mar  11th  1979,  Long  Reach  Sewage  Works,  two  ringed  on  Apr  15th  1987,  one  ringed  in  1989  and 
Joyce  Green  Hospital,  one  on  Nov  5th  1990. 

Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  striata 

This  species  is  now  a  scarce  summer  visitor  which  may  sometimes  stay  to  breed.  Formerly  it  was 
encountered  much  more  frequently  and  appears  to  have  declined,  a  fact  noted  for  the  whole  of  the 
London  Area  ( LBR  56:  113). 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva 

One  record  of  a  male  on  Sept  12th  1954.  The  lucky  observer  was  able  to  watch  this  bird  feeding  for 
half  an  hour  near  the  mouth  of  the  River  Darent.  A  description  was  published  in  LBR  19.  This  was 
the  first  record  for  the  London  Area. 

Pied  Flycatcher  Ficedula  hypoleuca 

Four  records  involving  five  birds:  Dartford  Creek  (River  Darent),  two  on  Aug  22nd  and  23rd  1954, 
Dartford  Marsh,  one  trapped  on  Sept  20th  1970  and  one  on  Aug  23rd  1984,  Littlebrook,  a  male  on 
Apr  15th  1988. 

Bearded  Tit  ,  Panurus  biarmicus 

A  scarce  winter  visitor  with  records  in  six  years  in  the  months  October  to  February:  Dartford  Marsh, 
five  on  Nov  3rd  1964,  Dartford  Creek,  four  on  Jan  18th  and  Feb  1st  1965,  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on 
Oct  18th  1970,  Littlebrook,  a  pair  in  January  1974  and  Littlebrook,  seven  on  Nov  17th  1989, 
Dartford  Marsh,  at  least  two  on  Jan  6th  1990  in  a  reedbed  by  the  River  Darent;  presumably  the  same 
group  at  Littlebrook,  four  on  Jan  24th,  three  on  Feb  1st  and  one  on  Feb  5th. 

Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus 

A  resident  species  breeding  in  suitable  areas.  In  winter  forms  flocks  often  mixed  with  others  species. 
Normally  encountered  along  hedgerows. 

Willow  Tit  Parus  montanus 

Only  one  record  of  one  trapped  at  Dartford  Sewage  Works  in  1992. 

Coal  Tit  Parus  ater 

A  scarce  visitor,  occasionally  heard  calling  in  wooded  areas. 

Blue  Tit 

A  common  breeding  resident.  In  winter  often  found  foraging  in  reedbeds. 


Parus  caerulus 
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Great  Tit  Parus  major 

A  common  breeding  resident. 

Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris 

An  uncommon  bird  in  the  area  as  there  is  little  suitable  habitat.  There  are  five  records,  all  from  the 
Dartford  Ringing  Group:  Dartford  Marsh,  one  ringed  on  Dec  2nd  1973  and  one  on  Mar  6th  1974. 
Littlebrook,  singles  ringed  in  1975,  1982  and  1983. 

Red-backed  Shrike  Lanius  collurio 

Last  bred  in  the  area  in  1961  at  Stone.  The  rapid  decline  and  near  extinction  of  the  Red-backed 
Shrike  in  the  UK  is  well  known.  There  is  one  recent  record  of  one  at  Littlebrook  on  Sept  19th  and 
20th  1980.  Davis  (1904)  describes  the  species  as  ‘Fairly  common  in  the  Dartford  District.’ 

Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  excubitor 

There  are  five  records  of  this  winter  visitor:  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan  10th  1954,  one  on  Nov  12th 
1971  present  for  several  days,  one  on  Feb  27th  1972  and  from  Mar  5th  to  12th,  Stone  Marsh,  one  on 
Nov  23rd  1974  and  presumably  the  same  at  Littlebrook  from  Dec  6th  to  28th,  Dartford  Marsh  one  on 
Mar  19th  1977  .  Davis  (1907)  states  ‘seen  on  more  than  one  occasion’. 

Woodchat  Shrike  Lanius  senator 

There  is  one  record  of  one  at  Littlebrook  from  May  5th  to  7th  1971.  This  was  the  sixth  London 
record. 

Jay  Garrulus  glandarius 

A  resident  around  Joyce  Green  Hospital  and  Littlebrook  also  seen  in  other  wooded  areas.  The  largest 
group  recorded  is  14  on  Oct  2nd  1983. 

Magpie  Pica  pica 

A  common  resident  in  all  areas.  Numbers  have  greatly  increased  in  recent  years.  Counts  of  up  to 
sixty  are  now  not  exceptional. 

Jackdaw  Corvus  monedula 

A  scarce  winter  visitor.  The  record  of  a  flock  of  50-60  in  January  and  February  1975  at  Crayford 
Marsh  is  exceptional  and  may  have  related  to  the  landfill  activities  which  attracted  corvids.  At  Stone 
there  were  30  on  Jan  13th  and  1 1  on  Nov  25th  1989,  also  associated  with  the  rubbish  tip  there.  Davis 
(1907)  states,  ‘seen  frequently  on  the  saltings  at  Dartford  with  Rooks’. 

Rook  Corvus  frugilegus 

An  irregular  visitor  to  the  area.  During  the  life  of  the  Stone  rubbish  tip  some  birds  were  attracted  to 
the  area  with  a  maximum  of  40  counted.  Maximum  ever  count  is  200  at  Dartford  Creek  in  1974. 

Carrion  Crow  Corvus  corone 

A  resident  breeding  species.  Numbers  of  this  species  have  increased  significantly  and  around  the 
‘piggery’  on  Dartford  Marsh  up  to  80  birds  can  be  counted  at  times.  There  are  four  recent  records  of 
Hooded  Crow,  Corvus  corone  cornix:  Stone  Marsh,  one  on  Oct  25th  1952.  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on 
Oct  25th  1970.  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Feb  27th  1972.  Stone  Marsh,  one  from  Nov  5th  to  8th  1988. 

Starling  Sturnus  vulgaris 

A  common  breeding  species  which  forms  local  flocks  as  early  as  May.  Numbers  are  hugely  increased 
in  the  winter  and  large  roosting  flocks  occur  in  some  years.  Estimates  have  been  50,000  in  February 
1979  and  60,000  in  February  1987. 

House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus 

A  common  breeding  species.  Large  flocks  are  formed  in  late  summer,  particularly  after  crops  are  cut. 
The  maximum  count  was  6,000  in  October  1971. 

Tree  Sparrow  Passer  montanus 

A  declining  species.  Formerly  bred  with  ten  pairs  on  Dartford  Marsh  in  1949.  reduced  to  on<?  or  two 
pairs  by  the  1970s.  In  autumn  and  winter  large  numbers  were  recorded  in  mixed  flocks  with  finches 
both  at  Stone  Marsh,  Dartford  Marsh  and  Littlebrook.  The  largest  counts  were  200  at  Dartford  Marsh 
in  February  1974  and  300  at  Littlebrook  in  January  1975.  In  the  last  few  years  records  have  been 
sporadic  and  none  have  been  found  regularly  anywhere  in  the  area. 
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Chaffinch  Fringilla  coelebs 

A  resident  breeding  species  along  hedgerows  and  in  wooded  areas.  Local  birds  are  joined  by 
continental  migrants  in  winter  and  form  quite  large  flocks.  The  most  recorded  was  1,000  on  the 
saltings  during  January  1972. 

Brambling  Fringilla  montifringilla 

An  erratic  winter  visitor  with  records  from  most  years  usually  of  only  a  few  birds  but  occasionally  in 
sizeable  flocks.  The  largest  counts  are:  Stone,  100  on  Jan  7th  1953,  Dartford  Marsh,  300-400  during 
January  1970,  150  from  Jan  13th  to  27th  1979,  300  on  Feb  1st  1986,  reducing  to  150  during  March. 

Greenfinch  Carduelis  chloris 

A  common  breeding  species  which  flocks  with  other  species  in  autumn  and  winter.  The  largest  flock 
recorded  was  400  during  August  and  September  1987. 

Goldfinch  Carduelis  carduelis 

A  common  breeding  species  around  the  agricultural  margins.  It  forms  winter  flocks,  sometimes 
mixed  with  other  species.  There  are  several  records  of  over  100,  the  largest  being  250  at  Littlebrook 
in  September  1972  and  August  1974. 

Siskin  Carduelis  spinus 

This  species  is  now  far  more  common  in  the  south  of  Britain  than  previously  and  can  occasionally  be 
found  in  our  area  in  small  numbers  in  winter. 

Linnet  Acanthis  cannabina 

A  common  breeding  resident  which  forms  flocks  during  autumn  and  winter.  It  could  be  seen  in  large 
numbers  on  Stone  Marsh  before  its  destruction.  Good  numbers  can  be  still  found  on  Dartford  and 
Crayford  Marshes.  The  largest  flock  recorded  was  220  in  August  1980. 

Twite  Acanthis  flavirostris 

Considering  the  regularity  of  this  species  at  Rainham  Marsh,  just  across  the  River  Thames,  the  total 
of  only  two  records  is  disappointing.  Both  records  were  at  Dartford  Marsh:  four  on  Jan  1 1th  1985  and 
25  on  Mar  12th  1987. 

Redpoll  Acanthis  flammea 

A  scarce  visitor  which  is  less  often  reported  than  its  spread  into  the  London  Area  would  suggest  it 
should  be.  May  be  under-recorded. 

Bullfinch  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula 

A  few  pairs  breed  in  suitable  wooded  areas.  It  is  sometimes  found  along  the  hedgerows  but  its 
secretive  nature  makes  it  infrequently  recorded.  Maximum  count  of  25-30  in  November  1972. 

Hawfinch  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes 

There  are  seven  records  of  this  species:  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Aug  17th  1969,  a  male  on  Mar  14th 
and  a  pair  on  Apr  8th  1973,  one  on  Dec  18th  1974  and  one  on  Jan  18th  1976,  Littlebrook,  two  on 
Mar  1 1th  and  another  on  Mar  18th  1979. 

Lapland  Bunting  Calcarius  lapponicus 

There  are  six  records  involving  up  to  eight  birds,  all  since  1987.  Stone  Marsh,  one  on  Jan  15th  and 
Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Jan  24th  1987.  Littlebrook,  one  on  Mar  5th  1988.  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on 
Nov  23rd  and  Dec  23rd  1990  and  two  on  Oct  1 1th  1991. 

Snow  Bunting  Plectrophenax  nivalis 

There  are  only  two  records  of  this  winter  visitor.  Stone  Marshes,  four  on  Dec  8th  1984,  reducing  to 
three  on  Dec  16th,  these  remaining  until  early  February  1985  and  Crayford  Marsh,  a  male  by  the 
River  Thames  on  Nov  26th  1989. 

Yellowhammer  Emberiza  citrinella 

One  or  two  males  can  normally  be  heard  singing  in  the  scrubby  areas  near  to  the  firework  factory.  It 
was  certainly  more  common  in  the  early  1980s.  The  largest  number  recorded  is  80  on  Dartford  Marsh 
on  Dec  23rd  1973. 
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Cirl  Bunting  Emberiza  cirlus 

Four  records  with  none  since  1953.  Dartford  Marsh,  two  males  and  a  female  on  Dec  4th  1949.  Stone 
Marsh,  a  male  on  Apr  20th  1950.  Crayford  Marsh,  singles  on  May  14th  and  July  3rd  1953. 

Reed  Bunting  Emberiza  schoeniclus 

A  common  breeding  resident  in  all  wet  areas  which  forms  large  flocks  in  winter.  The  largest  numbers 
recorded  were  200  in  both  1973  and  1980  on  Dartford  Marsh. 

Corn  Bunting  Emberiza  calandra 

Breeds  on  both  Dartford  and  Crayford  Marshes  with  two  or  three  pairs  at  each  site  in  most  recent 
years.  It  may  have  been  more  numerous  in  some  years,  perhaps  depending  on  the  agricultural  use  of 
the  farmed  areas.  Forms  large  flocks  in  winter  which  reach  over  50  birds  in  some  years.  Maximum 
count  of  92  on  Jan  22nd  1992.  Before  the  industrial  development  of  West  Thurrock,  Essex,  birds 
could  be  seen  leaving  the  Kent  side  of  the  River  to  fly  to  roost  there. 

Records  relating  to  escapes 

Pink-footed  Goose  Anser  brachyrhynchus 

Odd  birds  seen  on  occasion. 

Barnacle  Goose  Branta  leucopsis 

One  at  Stone  in  February  1990  was  presumed  to  be  an  escape  as  it  allowed  close  approach. 

Ruddy  Shelduck  Tadorna  ferruginea 

One  at  Littlebrook  GP  from  Aug  26th  1977  to  May  14th  1978. 

Budgerigar  Melopsittacus  undulatus 

Seen  on  the  marshes. 

Cockateil  Leptolophus  hollandicus 

A  bird  was  around  for  several  months  in  1990  seen  on  Crayford  and  Dartford  Marshes. 

Red  Bishop  Euplectes  orix 

A  bird  with  the  House  Sparrow  flock  in  1988. 


THE  FUTURE 

This  account  shows  that  the  area  of  North  Kent  Marshes  from  Erith  to  Greenhithe. 
comprising  Crayford,  Dartford  and  Stone  Marshes,  has  been  and  still  is  of  great  value  for 
birds,  for  breeding,  as  a  feeding  area  for  migrants  and  as  a  wintering  ground.  There  have 
been  many  changes  over  the  years,  most  of  which  have  reduced  the  productive  areas  and  a 
process  of  fragmentation  has  started. 

The  loss  of  most  of  Stone  Marsh  is  inescapable  and  the  best  that  can  be  hoped  for  there 
is  a  somewhat  more  sensitive  approach  to  the  open  areas  that  remain.  At  Dartford  Marsh, 
the  loss  of  large  areas  for  the  development  of  the  ‘Science  Park’,  University  Campus  and 
Dartford’s  Northern  Bypass  also  seem  inevitable. 

All  of  this  will  reduce  the  value  of  the  marshes  and  will  provide  a  challenge  to 
conservation  organisations  to  try  to  get  the  best  from  what  could  be  an  ecological  disaster 
for  the  area.  The  pressure  on  the  marshes  will  come  not  only  from  development  but  also 
from  the  need  for  open  recreation  space  for  the  large  population  living  adjacent  to  an  area 
currently  part  of  the  ‘green  belt’.  With  the  Department  of  the  Environment  now 
considering  the  whole  of  the  area  from  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  to  London  as  a  prime  site  for 
development  with  its  Thames  Corridor  policy,  pressure  on  all  sites  along  the  Thames  will 
be  strong.  Inevitably  this  will  spread  thinly  the  resources  of  conservation  bodies  and  they 
will  have  to  prioritise  their  efforts,  as  they  have  with  the  Channel  Railway.  The  two  Local 
Authorities  in  the  area  are  aware  of  the  value  of  the  area  to  wildlife  and  will  need  to  be 
constantly  reminded  by  those  who  are  committed  to  preserve  some  of  this  vanishing 
habitat  in  our  area. 
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SUMMARY 

After  a  brief  introductory  section  which  describes  the  historical  and  current  habitats  of  the 
area,  this  paper  deals  with  the  ornithological  records  for  Cray  ford,  Dartford  and  Stone 
Marshes  reported  since  those  included  in  Davis,  1904  and  1907.  The  systematic  list 
section  contains  details  of  215  species  and  of  these,  192  have  been  recorded  since  Jan  1st 
1980,  an  additional  12  since  Jan  1st  1970,  three  more  in  the  1960s,  five  in  the  1950s  and 
only  three  recorded  solely  before  that.  The  two  authors  have  both  spent  many  hours 
birdwatching  in  the  area,  AJM  since  1965  and  BEW  since  1984,  and  as  many  readers  will 
know,  local  patch  birdwatching  can  go  through  some  very  quiet  spells!  BEW  has  seen  181 
of  these  species,  AJM  five  fewer  and  between  us  we  have  seen  187.  This  shows  that  it  is 
still  well  worth  spending  time  watching  the  area.  We  are  sure  that  there  are  some 
omissions  and  errors  in  this  paper  and  we  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  anyone  with 
additional  information.  It  is  our  intention  to  enlarge  this  paper,  with  fuller  details  for  some 
of  the  species,  for  publication  and  then  to  issue  an  annual  report  from  a  Dartford 
birdwatching  group  of  the  records  received  each  year.  Anyone  wishing  to  take  part  in  the 
group  or  the  report  should  contact  one  of  the  authors. 
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Rare  Birds  in  the 
London  Area,  1900  to  1991 

Additions  and  Corrections 


M.A.  Hardwick 
and  ASM.  Self 

Rare  Birds  in  the  London  Area,  1900  to  1991  was  published  last  year  in  LBR  56.  This 
short  Addendum  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  that  paper.  New  information  has  come 
to  light  about  additional  and  existing  records  which  the  authors  thought  worth  publishing 
to  ensure  that  ‘ Rare  Birds'  is  a  full  and  accurate  survey  of  rarities  and  scarce  migrants  in 
the  London  Area  to  the  end  of  1991.  The  relevant  species  accounts  are  given  below. 

White  Stork.  The  record  of  one  at  West  Drayton  on  May  10th  1971  has  been  withdrawn 
by  the  observer.  An  additional  record  has  come  to  light  of  one  over  Dartford  Marsh  on 
May  2nd  1982;  this  was  accepted  by  the  BBRC  and  published  in  the  Kent  Bird  Report  for 
that  year  but  was  never  submitted  to  the  LNHS.  The  species  account  should  now  read  as 
follows: 

WHITE  STORK,  Ciconia  ciconia  (2,8).  Breeds  discontinuously  in  central  Europe, 
Iberia,  north  Africa  and  western  Asia.  European  breeders  winter  in  Africa  south  of  the 
Sahara.  Reintroduction  scheme  in  The  Netherlands. 

1930*  Richmond  Park,  Surrey  on  May  1 1th  (thought  to  perhaps  be  an  escape). 
1938*  Mill  Hill,  Middx  on  Apr  6th. 

1960  Cheshunt,  Herts  from  Dec  3rd  to  17th  and  Wormley,  Herts  on  Dec  26th 
and  Jan  15th  1961. 

1976  Ilford,  Essex  on  Sept  25th  and  Hornchurch,  Essex  on  Sept  30th. 

1977  Sewardstone,  Essex  on  Apr  3rd. 

1978  Sevenoaks,  Kent  on  July  30th.  Croydon  and  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on 
Aug  6th. 

1982  Dartford  Marsh,  Kent  on  May  2nd. 

1983*  Hampstead,  Middx  on  Apr  15th. 

1986*  Rickmansworth,  Herts  on  June  6th. 

This  bird  has  been  recorded  in  Britain  in  every  month,  but  the  national  peak  is  in 
spring  (April-June)  and  six  of  the  ten  London  records  occurred  at  this  time.  There  have 
been  several  other  records  of  this  species  considered  to  have  been  of  escapes.  The 
BBRC  ceased  to  consider  this  species  at  the  end  of  1982. 

Teal.  A  Hertfordshire  record  in  1961  was  never  published  in  the  LBR  although  it  was  a 
fully  accepted  record  and  appeared  in  Gladwin  and  Sage,  1986.  The  species  account 
should  read  as  follows: 

TEAL,  Anas  crecca  carolinensis  (0,5).  The  American  race  of  Teal  known  as  Green¬ 
winged  Teal  breeding  in  North  America  and  wintering  south  to  central  America. 
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1961  Hilfield  Park  Res,  Herts  on  Nov  1 1th  and  15th. 

1971  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  on  Apr  1 1th. 

King  George  VI  Res,  Middx  on  Apr  13th. 

1985  Walthamstow  Res,  Essex  from  Feb  28th  to  Mar  27th. 

1990  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent  from  Feb  6th  to  Mar  4th. 

Four  typical  records  of  early  spring  migrants  and  one  late  autumn  bird,  all  distinctive 
males. 

Goshawk.  There  are  two  accepted  records  for  1991  which  the  authors  omitted  in  error. 
The  species  account  should  read  as  follows: 

GOSHAWK**,  Accipter  gentilis  (3,8).  Scarce  breeding  bird  in  Britain.  Most,  if  not 
all,  of  the  British  population  probably  results  from  escaped  falconer’s  birds. 

1955  Broadwater  GP,  Middx  on  Mar  20th  and  Apr  24th. 

Stone  Marshes,  Kent  on  Nov  6th. 

1957  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  June  16th. 

1959  Woldingham,  Surrey,  two  on  Aug  8th  and  9th. 

1960  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  Sept  15th. 

1970  Broxboume  Woods,  Herts  on  Jan  25th. 

1980  Epsom,  Surrey  on  Mar  2nd  and  8th. 

1984  Bookham  Common,  Surrey  on  Aug  27th. 

1989  West  Kent  GC  at  Downe,  Kent  on  July  23rd. 

1991  Havering,  Essex  on  Aug  8th. 

Roding  Valley,  Essex  on  Aug  29th. 

With  no  sign  of  any  breeding  birds  becoming  established  in  the  Area,  and  precious 
little  habitat  available,  it  seems  likely  that  this  magnificent  raptor  will  remain  a  rare 
visitor. 

Cream-coloured  Courser.  This  species  should  have  been  included  in  Appendix  I  as  a 
species  recorded  before  1900  only.  Appendix  I  should  read  as  follows: 

APPENDIX  I.  BBRC  rarities  that  occurred  in  the  London  Area  before  1900  and 
not  since. 

Red-breasted  Goose,  Branta  ruficollis 
Baillon’s  Crake,  Porzana  pusilla 
Great  Bustard,  Otis  tarda 
Cream-coloured  Courser,  Cursorius  cursor 
Pacific  Golden  Plover,  Pluvialis  fulva 
Scop’s  Owl,  Otus  scops 
Tengmalm’s  Owl ,  Aegolius  funereus 
Alpine  Accentor,  Prunella  collaris 
Two-barred  Crossbill,  Loxia  leucoptera 
Parrot  Crossbill,  Loxia  pytyopsittacus 
Pine  Grosbeak,  Pinicola  enucleator 
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Hybrid  Male  Ring-necked 
x  Tufted  Duck  at  Kew  Green 

P.  Gasson  and  TJ.  Lawrence 

There  have  been  many  hybrid  Aythya  ducks  in  the  London  Area  but  few  as  approachable 
as  the  one  that  intermittently  frequented  Kew  Green  Pond  with  Tufted  Ducks  from  Apr 
24th  to  May  1st  1992.  This  bird  was  a  male,  showing  characteristics  of  both  Ring-necked 
Duck  and  Tufted  Duck.  Almost  certainly  the  same  individual  was  at  Bam  Elms  Res  from 
Apr  9th  to  May  1st  1993.  The  bird  was  similar  in  size  and  shape  to  Ring-necked  Duck, 
but  was  slightly  larger,  heavier  bodied  and  with  a  slightly  longer  bill  than  a  Tufted  Duck, 
with  a  wide  head,  peaked  crown  and  slightly  concave  nape.  The  flanks  were  finely 
vermiculated  with  grey  in  sharp  contrast  with  a  tall,  triangular  white  area  on  the  sides  of 
the  breast  as  in  Ring-necked  Duck.  However,  it  had  a  short  tuft  of  pendent  feathers  on  the 
rear  crown  which  were  much  shorter  than  those  of  Tufted  Duck  and  were  often  held 
tightly  against  the  nape.  The  wing  bars  were  pure  white  and  extended  across  the  entire 
length  of  the  secondaries  and  primaries.  The  bill  was  grey  with  a  black  terminal  and  a 
strikingly  broad  white  subterminal  band  like  those  of  Ring-necked  Duck.  Although 
lacking  the  obvious  white  basal  bill  band  of  that  species,  there  was  a  very  fine  whitish  line 
around  the  top  of  the  base  of  the  upper  mandible. 

Thus,  whilst  the  bird  was  at  rest  with  wings  folded  it  looked  like  a  pure  adult  male 
Ring-necked  Duck  except  for  the  almost  complete  lack  of  white  at  the  base  of  the  bill  and 
the  not  always  visible  short  tuft  on  the  rear  crown.  These  differences  were  observed  at 
very  close  range  down  to  two  metres.  On  larger  bodies  of  water  at  long  range,  this  bird 
could  have  erroneously  been  identified  as  male  Ring-necked  Duck.  However,  in  flight  or 
when  flapping  its  wings,  the  striking  white  wing  bars  extending  on  to  the  primaries  should 
immediately  lead  to  suspicion  that  the  bird  was  a  hybrid. 

Hybrid  Ring-necked  x  Tufted  Ducks  are  only  considered  to  be  hypothetical  by  Madge 
and  Bum  (1988),  but  Vinicombe  (1982)  described  a  presumed  adult  male  at  Chew  and 
Blagdon  Lakes,  Avon,  from  December  1976  to  April  1977.  It  differed  from  the  present 
bird  in  lacking  the  well-defined  white  triangle  on  the  sides  of  the  breast  and  having  a  grey 
rather  than  white  primary  bar.  There  are  also  several  previous  records  of  Ring-necked  x 
Tufted  Duck  hybrids  in  the  London  Area:  River  Thames  at  Ham  on  Jan  12th  1987.  Bam 
Elms  Res  on  Dec  30th  1987,  Yiewsley  GP  on  Feb  22nd  1987,  Staines  Res  on  Apr  25th 
1987  and  Apr  9th  1988  and  Brent  Res  from  Mar  24th  to  Apr  7th  1991. 

The  bird  at  Kew  Green  was  consorting  with  about  20  Tufted  Ducks  of  both  sexes 
when  some  females  were  already  on  nests  on  an  island  in  the  pond  and  it  showed  keen 
interest  in  one  or  more  of  the  unmated  females.  If  such  hybrids  are  fertile,  one  wonders 
what  second  generation  birds  look  like. 

REFERENCES 

Madge,  S.  &  Bum,  H.  1988.  Wildfowl:  an  identification  guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and 
swans  of  the  world.  Bromley. 

Vinicombe,  K.  1982.  Identification  of  female,  eclipse  male  and  first  winter  male  Ring¬ 
necked  Ducks.  British  Birds  75:327-  328. 

P.  Gasson,  77  Newcourt,  High  Road,  Cowley,  Middx,  UB8  2LW. 

TJ.  Lawrence,  53a  Brook  Road  South,  Brentford,  Middx,  TW8  ONP. 


CATTLE  EGRETS  AT  STOCKER’S  LAKE 


181 


Cattle  Egrets  at 
Stocker’s  Lake 
New  to  the 
London  Area 

A.  Stride 


I  quietly  rolled  my  car  down  the  drive  at  06.30  hrs  on  3rd  May  1992  to  go  birdwatching  at 
Stocker’s  Lake.  The  reason  for  my  surreptitious  departure  was  because  I  had  promised  my 
wife  Jayne  that  1  was  going  to  make  a  start  on  re-decorating  the  hall  and  since  1  had 
already  been  to  Stocker’s  the  previous  day  it  was  going  to  be  difficult  to  explain  my 
absence  -  and  anyway  I  was  bound  to  be  back  home  by  09.00  hrs . 

As  I  arrived  at  Stocker’s  from  the  Springwell  Lane  entrance  there  was  a  mist  hanging 
over  the  lake;  I  started  my  walk  eastwards  hearing  both  Cuckoo  and  Reed  Warbler  singing 
(both  year  ticks).  As  I  reached  the  Shoveler  hide  towards  the  end  of  the  lake  I  noticed  a 
pair  of  Shelduck  on  the  hillside  next  to  Garretts  Wood.  I  decided  to  have  a  look  at  the 
meadow  just  behind  Stocker’s  House  and  as  I  stood  on  the  bridge  at  Stocker’s  Lock  I 
could  see  a  Wheatear,  but  since  the  sun  was  shining  directly  into  my  face  it  was  only  a 
silhouette  and  I  then  headed  off  down  the  track  to  get  a  better  view. 

Just  as  I  got  to  the  side  of  the  field  a  young  girl  was  releasing  her  horse  to  graze  in  the 
meadow  and  it  promptly  flushed  the  Wheatear,  it  flew  straight  towards  me  and  then 
directly  over  my  head  -  it  was  a  nice  male  (another  year  tick).  Still  watching  the  bird  as  it 
flew  away  I  noticed  what  appeared  to  be  a  flock  of  gulls  flying  high  in  the  distance  about 
one  and  a  half  miles  away.  Thinking  that  it  was  strange  for  a  flock  of  gulls  to  be  around  at 
this  time  of  year  I  kept  watching  them  through  my  binoculars.  As  they  came  closer  I  could 
see  that  they  were  all  white  in  appearance;  the  birds  then  changed  direction  and  flew 
towards  Garretts  Wood,  it  was  at  this  stage  that  I  realised  that  all  eight  birds  were  egrets.  I 
couldn’t  believe  my  eyes. 

The  birds  flew  in  a  straight  ljne  with  a  rather  roller-coaster  flying  action  as  the  flock 
undulated  along.  All  eight  birds  flew  over  the  lake  and  disappeared  out  of  sight  behind 
some  tall  trees  on  the  north  west  side,  by  the  River  Colne  -  the  time  was  08.05  hrs.  I  ran 
panic-  stricken  to  Stocker’s  House  to  ask  if  I  could  use  the  phone  and  tell  Richard  Drew 
(the  warden  at  Stocker’s)  of  this  amazing  spectacle,  unfortunately  his  wife  told  me  that  he 
was  out  birdwatching  at  Portland  Bill  for  the  day.  Not  knowing  what  to  do  I  sprinted 
round  the  lake  to  the  area  where  I  had  last  seen  the  birds  disappear.  I  slowed  down  as  I 
reached  the  north  west  comer  and  then  got  onto  my  hands  and  knees  and  crawled  along 
the  path  alongside  the  River  Colne  looking  through  the  gaps  in  the  tall  vegetation  to  see  if 
I  could  see  the  birds  in  the  field  on  the  other  side  of  the  river;  suddenly  I  glimpsed  two 
egrets  wandering  around  feeding  quite  close  to  two  ponies.  But  once  again  my  eyes 
seemed  to  be  deceiving  me  -  these  were  not  Little  Egrets,  these  were  Cattle  Egrets.  After 
years  of  just  seeing  pictures  of  Cattle  Egrets  in  field  guides  I  had  found  some  for  myself. 

I  was  shaken  out  of  my  near  delirious  state  by  a  large  black  Labrador  dog  barking  in 
my  ear  -  clearly  assuming  that  someone  on  his  hands  and  knees  was  one  of  its  own  kind. 
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The  barking  startled  the  nearest  birds  and  they  then  flew  off  to  the  back  of  the  field  to  join 
the  other  six  birds.  I  desperately  looked  around  to  see  if  any  other  birdwatchers  were 
around  to  corroborate  my  sighting,  but  I  was  out  of  luck.  I  looked  back  towards  the  flock 
in  the  field  which  were  now  quite  contentedly  feeding  amongst  the  ponies.  I  still  could  not 
believe  what  I  was  seeing  and  I  began  to  wonder  if  there  had  been  a  mass  ‘break-out’ 
from  one  the  major  zoos  or  wildlife  collections  in  the  country  and  I  quickly  checked  to  see 
if  any  of  the  birds  wore  any  rings  or  if  any  of  the  birds  showed  other  signs  of  captivity. 
The  birds  were  constantly  on  the  move  flying  back  and  forth  across  the  field  but  I  could 
see  no  rings  or  any  sign  of  damage  to  the  wings. 

Still  no  one  else  had  appeared  and  I  was  beginning  to  get  worried  that  the  birds  would 
fly  off  before  anyone  else  had  seen  them.  I  ran  back  and  forth  three  times  to  the 
Springwell  Lane  end  of  the  lake  -  still  nobody  was  to  be  seen.  I  jumped  into  my  car  and 
quickly  drove  round  to  Richard  Drew’s  house.  Richard’s  wife,  Mary,  had  already  phoned 
Andrew  Moon  (who  was  with  Richard  Drew  at  Portland)  on  his  mobile  phone  to  alert  him 
that  eight  egrets  had  flown  over  Stocker’s  Lake.  She  phoned  again  to  say  that  the  birds 
were  not  Little  Egrets  but  Cattle  Egrets  and  that  they  had  settled  in  the  field  by  the  Whip 
and  Collar  pub.  I  pleaded  with  Mary  to  come  and  see  the  birds  and  help  control  the 
inevitable  invasion  of  birdwatchers  as  the  news  spread. 

I  heaved  a  sigh  of  relief  as  I  drove  past  the  field  and  glimpsed  the  birds  from  the  road  - 
at  least  they  were  still  present.  I  scrawled  a  note  on  a  piece  of  paper  alerting  any  passers 
by  to  the  presence  of  eight  Cattle  Egrets  in  the  nearby  field.  As  I  was  placing  the  note  on 
my  rear  windscreen  a  car  pulled  up  and,  in  my  panic  not  initially  recognising  the  car.  I  ran 
over  to  see  if  its  occupant  was  a  birdwatcher  -  I  was  elated  to  find  that  it  was  my  good 
friend  Gary  Elton.  I  told  Gary  the  incredible  news  and  urged  him  to  run  to  make  sure  he 
saw  the  birds,  I  reached  him  a  few  minutes  later  to  find  he  had  a  broad  grin  across  his 
face;  we  settled  down  to  watch  the  birds  -  the  time  was  09.30  hrs.  Soon  after  this  Mary 
arrived  with  some  other  birdwatchers.  I  left  with  Gary  and  used  his  car  phone  to  phone 
my  wife  to  explain  that  I  would  be  late  returning  home....  Just  as  I  had  done  so  another 
regular  Stocker’s  Lake  birder,  Paul  Lewis,  ran  up  to  say  that  the  birds  had  flown  off  to  the 
south  in  the  direction  of  Broadwater  GP.  The  time  was  10.30  hrs.  I  drove  off  rapidly  in 
that  direction,  but  just  as  I  was  passing  the  Maple  Cross  roundabout  I  saw  two  of  the  birds 
landing  in  the  field  alongside  the  road.  I  ran  to  a  phone  box  to  phone  Birdline  South  East 
to  tell  them  the  new  location  of  the  birds  at  Woodoaks  Farm.  This  time  the  birds  seemed 
to  have  found  their  ideal  niche  and  were  wandering  happily  amongst  a  herd  of  dairy 
cows. 

All  the  birds  remained  in  this  field,  providing  excellent  views  to  hundreds  of 
birdwatchers  during  the  day,  until  about  17.15  hrs  when  they  were  disturbed  by  a  dog 
walker.  All  eight  birds  then  flew  off  to  the  south,  with  dozens  of  carloads  of  birders  in  hot 
pursuit;  however  they  soon  settled  in  another  field  by  Lynsters  Farm,  about  one  mile 
away.  Here  they  remained,  once  again  in  a  field  of  dairy  cows,  until  19.55  hrs  when  they 
flew  off  again,  this  time  touring  the  area  for  about  ten  minutes,  before  settling  down  to 
roost  in  some  trees  near  Lynsters  Farm. 

The  following  day  the  birds  returned  to  the  field  at  Lynsters  Farm  where  they  stayed 
all  day  once  again  entertaining  a  large,  and  constantly  changing,  audience  of  hundreds  of 
observers.  At  19.15  hrs  on  4th  May  all  eight  birds  flew  off  to  the  north  and  were  watched 
until  they  were  lost  from  sight. 

Description 

Typical  small  herons.  In  flight  all  white,  with  a  distinctive  rolling  gait  to  their  buoyant 
flight  on  bowed  rounded  wings.  The  feet  projected  beyond  the  short  wedge-shaped  tail  in 
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flight.  On  the  ground  the  birds  looked  quite  stocky  with  a  distinctive  deep  jowl,  or  double 
chin.  Bills  were  stouter  and  shorter  than  those  of  Little  Egrets,  and  deep  blood-orange  in 
colour.  The  nape,  chest  and  mantle  had  gingery-buff  plumes.  The  crown  was  also  gingery- 
buff.  Legs  blood-orange,  as  bill  but  slightly  darker.  The  rest  of  the  plumage  was  white, 
with  a  hint  of  cream.  The  eye  was  similar  to  that  of  a  Herring  Gull. 

As  they  fed  arrtongst  the  cows  the  birds  constantly  wandered  animatedly  between  the 
huge  beasts,  frequently  tilting  their  heads  to  one  side  and  looking  inquisitively  towards  the 
ground,  then,  with  chest  plumes  quivering,  they  would  jab  at  the  ground  to  pick  up  some 
hapless  insect.  Quite  often  the  birds  seemed  to  be  loosely  divided  into  pairs.  One  bird  in 
particular  was  duller  than  the  rest  with  more  orange-yellow  bill  and  less  strongly  coloured 
crown,  nape,  mantle  and  chest. 

May  1993  will  long  be  remembered  for  the  unprecedented  influx  of  Cattle  Egrets  into 
Britain.  A  minimum  of  17  birds  were  involved  in  the  influx  and  the  eight  together  at 
Stocker’s  Lake  was  the  largest  individual  group  seen.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
dispersing  birds  were  also  recorded  far  north  of  their  normal  range  in  northern  and  central 
Europe  at  the  same  time  as  the  British  influx. 

A.  Stride,  85  Woodlands,  Pinner,  Harrow,  Middlesex. 
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Olive-backed  Pipit 
at  Chingford  - 
New  to  the 
London  Area 

K.  Murray 

On  the  morning  of  Oct  23rd,  it  was  sunny  and  still  as  I  walked  Barney,  my  dog.  along  the 
bridle-path  towards  Chingford  Plain.  During  the  walk,  Barney  flushed  a  small  bird  from 
the  grass  at  the  edge  of  the  ride.  A  casual  glance,  without  binoculars,  revealed  a  bunting¬ 
sized  bird  with  greenish-tinged  upperparts  and  white  outer  tail  margins,  about  ten  metres 
away  flying  across  the  ride  and  then  dropping  down  into  the  grass  ahead.  I  dismissed  the 
bird  as  an  immature  Yellowhammer  and  proceeded  to  walk  on,  contemplating  my  work 
plan  for  the  day. 

It  suddenly  occurred  to  me  that  I  had  never  seen  Yellowhammer  in  that  immediate  area 
before  and  also  the  habitat  did  not  seem  quite  right.  Thus,  I  turned  and  walked  towards  the 
dropping  zone  when  Barney  flushed  the  bird  again  and  it  alighted  at  head  height  cl5 
metres  away.  When  I  raised  my  binoculars  I  found  myself  looking  along  the  rear  of  a  tail¬ 
pumping  bird.  This  was  not  Emberiza  I  mused.  As  my  interest  increased,  so  did  my 
impatience  with  the  rear-end  only  view.  Consequently  I  then  stepped  forward,  whereupon 
the  bird's  head  turned  at  right  angles  to  the  body  and  looked  in  my  direction. 

I  was  immediately  stunned  by  the  head  pattern.  Again  and  again  I  could  only  compute 
one  species!  Prominent  supercilium,  bordered  above  and  beneath  by  a  contracting  dark 
line  through  the  eye,  a  second  double-take  revealing  a  pale  and  dark  spot  behind  the  ear 
coverts  convinced  me  of  its  identity.  Then  the  bird  obligingly  edged  sideways  to  show 
pale  edging  to  the  median  and  greater  coverts,  an  ochre  wash  behind  a  dark  malar  stripe, 
white  underparts  with  contrasting,  bold,  black  striations  on  breast  plus  flesh-coloured  legs 
and  bill.  I  continued  to  watch  the  bird  for  several  minutes,  checked  the  time  as  10.30  hrs 
and  then  ran  home  with  Barney  in  tow.  I  immediately  phoned  T.  Wilson.  P.  Vines  and  S. 
Connor  and  accessed  Birdline. 

Although  I  had  never  seen  Olive-backed  Pipit  before,  it  had  been  on  my  hit  list  for 
some  time,  thus  the  identification  criteria  had  been  indelibly  etched  on  my  mind.  In 
retrospect  I  was  extremely  fortunate  in  that  the  bird  was  a  classic  textbook  example  in 
fresh  plumage  and  that  it  remained  in  view  long  enough  to  allow  me  to  observe  salient 
points. 

In  conclusion,  the  views  I  had  on  the  day  were  never  to  be  eclipsed  by  me  again,  as. 
although  seen  on  six  other  occasions  over  the  next  three  days,  they  could  only  be 
described  as  frustratingly  cursory  as  I  am  sure  many  of  the  people  who  came  to  see  the 
bird  would  agree. 

This  constitutes  the  first  record  of  the  species  for  the  London  Area  and  Essex.  Olive- 
backed  Pipits  have  become  far  more  regular  than  previously  in  Britain  in  recent  years  but 
they  are  extremely  rare  away  from  well-watched  coastal  migration  points.  The  species 
was  high  on  the  list  of  predicted  firsts  for  the  London  Area  in  Hardwick  and  Self,  1992 
(LBR  56:210). 

K.  Murray,  45  Newlands  Road ,  Woodford  Green,  Essex  IG8  ORS. 
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Sardinian  Warbler 

at  Surbiton  - 

New  to  the  London  Area 

DJ.  Montier 


It  is  not  often  that  routine  inland  ringing  produces  a  rarity.  But  it  happened  on  June  2nd 
1992  at  Hogsmill  Sewage  Farm,  Surbiton,  where  Mary  Waller  has  been  ringing  regularly 
for  16  years  since  first  being  granted  permission  to  operate  there  in  1977. 

Mist  nets  had  been  erected  that  day  at  their  usual  sites,  mainly  along  grassy  ridges 
between  bramble  bushes.  A  variety  of  birds  had  been  caught  during  the  morning, 
including  a  few  Whitethroats  and  a  female  Blackcap,  but  nothing  extraordinary  and  just 
about  enough  to  keep  two  of  us  busy. 

Going  round  the  nets  at  about  14.30  hrs,  I  found  that  one  of  the  birds  caught  was  a 
warbler  with  a  surprising  dark  head  and  red  eyes.  Rarities  were  not  at  all  in  my  mind, 
however,  and  I  must  admit  I  just  popped  the  bird  into  a  bird  bag  and  moved  to  remove 
others  from  the  nets  as  it  was  a  hot  afternoon  and  they  needed  to  be  extracted  fairly 
quickly  for  their  own  comfort.  When  we  took  the  bird  out  of  the  bag  for  ringing,  it  was 
obvious  that  we  had  an  unusual  Sylvia  warbler,  because  the  head  and  eye  colour  were 
quite  unlike  anything  we  might  have  been  expecting  and  a  quick  think  through  the 
possibilities  soon  settled  on  Sardinian  Warbler. 

While  both  Mary  Waller  and  I  are  fairly  familiar  with  this  species  in  the  field  in 
southern  Europe,  this  was  the  first  time  either  of  us  had  seen  one  in  the  hand.  The 
following  paragraph  gives  a  summary  of  the  description. 

In  size,  it  looked  about  the  same  as  Blackcap.  Head,  down  to  below  the  eye,  including 
lores  and  ear  coverts,  dark  slaty-grey,  slightly  paler  on  the  nape;  upperparts,  including 
wings  and  tail,  dark,  greyish-brown,  but  with  white  on  the  tips  of  the  outer  tail  feathers 
and  on  the  outer  web  of  the  outermost  tail  feather;  chin  and  throat  off-white,  rest  of 
underparts  dingy,  greyish-white.  Legs  dark  reddish  brown;  bill  dark  grey  with  the 
inner  part  of  the  lower  mandible  being  pale.  Orbital  ring  red  and  eye  reddish-brown, 
both  very  striking  against  the  dark  head,  wing  length  62mm,  which  is  actually  about 
10mm  less  than  Blackcap,  and  the  bird  weighed  13. 5g. 

After  it  was  ringed  and  released  it  was  not  seen  again.  This  bird  was  a  female,  the  male 
having  a  blacker  and  more  glossy  head.  Consulting  field  guides  showed  that  one  or  two 
other  Mediterranean  warblers  have  red  eyes  or  red  eye-rings,  but  all  of  these  could  be 
eliminated,  as  none  of  them  has  the  same  combination  of  features. 

There  had  been  24  records  of  Sardinian  Warbler  in  Britain  between  1958  and  1991 
accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  and  there  were  five  reports  in  the  spring 
of  1992,  including  this  bird  at  Surbiton  which  was  the  first  for  the  London  Area  and  the 
first  inland  record  in  Britain. 

The  only  previous  Mediterranean  Sylvia  warbler  recorded  in  the  London  Area  was  the 
Subalpine  Warbler  found  by  Richard  Chandler  at  Darrick  Wood,  Orpington  and  which, 
thanks  to  his  telephone  call,  I  had  also  been  lucky  enough  to  see. 

DJ.  Montier,  Eyebrook,  Oldfield  Road,  Bickley,  Bromley,  Kent  BR1  2LF. 
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Pine  Bunting 
at  Dagenham  Chase 
-  New  to  the 
London  Area 

K.  Barrett 


During  the  evening  of  February  12th  1992,  Les  Harrison  phoned  me  concerning  an  odd 
bunting  he  had  found  during  the  late  afternoon  at  Dagenham  Chase.  With  the  books 
available  to  him,  he  had  been  unable  to  identify  the  bird  and  asked  to  come  around  and 
discuss  it  and  look  through  any  reference  works  I  may  have.  I  awaited  his  arrival  with  no 
great  concern,  quietly  confident  that  the  top  of  my  assembled  book  pile  would  quickly  get 
to  the  heart  of  the  matter,  as  it  had  so  often  for  me  in  the  past.  How  wrong  I  was  proved  to 
be,  my  well  thumbed  Cage  and  Aviary  Birds  failed  miserably  on  this  occasion! 

Les  had  seen  a  bunting  of  similar  size,  structure  and  rump  colour  as  a  Yellowhammer 
with  a  chestnut  head,  grey  crown  and  ear  coverts  with  a  pinkish  brown  streaked  breast  and 
warm  streaks  extending  to  the  flanks.  After  much  discussion  our  thoughts  centred  on 
either  a  first-winter  Rustic  or  Pine  Bunting  with  a  leaning  towards  the  latter  and  worries 
about  a  possible  Yellowhammer  x  Pine  Bunting  hybrid. 

Les  had  to  work  the  following  morning,  but  I  was  able  to  be  there  at  first  light  and 
eventually  found  the  bird  at  10.00  hrs  feeding  with  Yellowhammers  on  a  weedy  bank 
between  a  horse  ride  and  a  small  lake.  Bursting  with  overnight  knowledge,  and  with  the 
advantage  of  good  light,  I  was  able  to  confirm  identity,  rule  out  any  obvious  hybrid  traits 
and  note  that  it  was  unringed,  flighty  and  showed  no  signs  of  feather  damage.  Thankfully, 
following  difficulty  with  the  Great  Snipe  in  1989,  prior  arrangements  had  been  made  with 
the  joint  leaseholders  of  the  site  (London  Wildlife  Trust  and  Eastminster  School  of 
Riding)  concerning  procedural  steps  to  be  taken  before  national  disclosure  of  a  rarity. 
These  were  implemented  before  the  bank  was  ‘seeded-up’  and  the  news  released  at  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

With  buzzing  head  I  sat  enjoying  the  bird  in  splendid  isolation,  anxiously  awaiting  the 
first  arrivals,  little  realising  that  35  days  and  two  to  three  thousand  birders  would  pass 
before  such  solitude  again!  During  the  bird’s  long  stay,  opportunity  was  taken  to  obtain  a 
full  detailed  description  and  some  good  photographs  were  obtained  to  assist  in  the 
acceptance  of  the  record.  Briefly: 

the  head  was  the  most  distinctive  feature  with  a  chestnut  lower  forehead,  supercilium. 
chin  and  throat  with  pale  grey  buff  fringes.  A  yellowish  eye-ring  contrasted  with  the 
chestnut  surrounds.  The  median  crown-stripe,  ear  coverts  and  a  thin  border  between 
the  supercilium  and  lateral  crown-stripe  were  greyish-white  with  ashy  grey  distal 
corners  to  the  ear  coverts.  A  long,  dark  grey  (with  paler  tips)  lateral  crown-stripe 
extended  to  the  upper  nape.  The  nape  and  side  of  neck  were  uniform  grey  forming  a 
distinctive  collar  against  the  browner  Upperparts. 
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The  white  underparts  were  equally  eye-catching  with  a  pinkish  suffusion  to  the  lower 
breast  and  flanks  with  pale  rufous  feather  centres  becoming  darker  and  fewer  on  the 
lower  flanks.  An  upper  breast  gorget  of  whitish-grey  contrasted  with  the  chestnut  chin 
and  pinkish  lower  breast. 

The  mantle  was  sandy-grey  with  blackish-brown  narrow  feather  centres  forming 
distinct  longitudinal  tramlines.  The  back,  rump  and  upper  tail  coverts  were  rufous  with 
paler  fringes.  The  wings,  scapulars  and  tail  were  blackish-brown  with  broad  warm 
buff-brown  fringes  to  the  scapulars,  coverts  and  tertials,  and  narrow  pale  fringes  to 
primaries,  secondaries  and  tail,  all  of  which  appeared  more  faded  and  worn.  The  tail 
was  deeply  cleft  with  white  outertail  feathers.  An  indistinct  double  wing  bar  was 
formed  by  paler  broad  tips  to  the  median  and,  less  so,  to  the  greater  wing  coverts. 

The  iris  was  dark  brown,  bill  yellowish-hom  with  dark  upper  mandible  and  the.  legs 
were  dull  orange-pink. 

There  was  a  limit  to  this  bird’s  co-operation  -  it  did  not  stay  around  long  enough  to 
attain  adult  plumage  or  to  sing.  The  ‘twick’  call  appeared  the  same  as  a  Yellowhammer, 
although  some  observer’s  felt  it  was  sharper  in  tone. 

Despite  the  freshness  of  the  tertials  and  absence  of  a  ‘spiky’  tail  the  bird,  was 
considered  to  be  a  first-winter  due  to  the  streaky  median  crown-stripe  and  dull  retrices  and 
remiges. 

This  constitutes  the  first  record  of  Pine  Bunting  for  the  London  Area  and  Essex  and 
only  the  21st  for  Britain  and  Ireland.  Interestingly,  another  male  arrived  for  a  26  day  stay 
at  Cresswell,  Northumberland,  some  two  weeks  before  the  Dagenham  Chase  bird. 

K.  Barrett,  15  Alan  Gardens,  Romford,  Essex. 
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GUIDE  FOR  CONTRIBUTORS  OF 
ORNITHOLOGICAL  RECORDS 

All  records  of  ornithological  interest,  from  LNHS  members  and  non-members  alike,  are 
welcomed  by  the  Society’s  Ornithological  Records  Committee.  However,  with  an  ever¬ 
growing  number  of  active  birdwatchers  in  the  London  Area  (thankfully)  it  seems  sensible 
to  issue  a  guide  to  our  requirements. 

The  guide  is  not  intended  to  be  comprehensive  and  contributors  are  asked  to  use  their 
own  guidance  and  common  sense  but  it  does  serve  as  a  reference  point  for  the  type  of 
records  required.  For  example,  with  many  common  breeding  species  comparative  yearly 
breeding  counts  are  especially  welcomed.  The  Records  Committee  reserves  the  right  to 
request  full  details  for  any  record,  eg  out  of  season  migrants.  A  full  explanation  of  how  to 
contribute  records  is  contained  in  each  annual  London  Bird  Report. 

This  guide  does  not  apply  to  Inner  London  where  all  records  are  required,  but  similar 
criteria  regarding  descriptions  should  be  followed. 

KEY: 

A  =  all  records. 

D  =  full  description  required  (form  available  from  recorders). 

N  =  brief  notes  required  (how  identified,  view,  distance  etc.) 

MM  =  dated  monthly  maxima  for  frequently  visited  sites  and  all  records  from 

elsewhere  subject  to  >n. 

>n  =  minimum  count  required,  subject  to  other  categories. 

B  =  all  breeding  records  subject  to  >n. 

T  =  all  territory  counts  as  well  as  definite  breeding  records. 

S  =  all  records  between  mid-May  and  mid-July. 

F&L  =  first  and  last  dates. 

P  =  passage  flocks  and  movements. 

W  =  all  wintering  records. 

All  divers  (A,  D) 

Little  Grebe  (MM,  >5,  B) 

Great  Crested  Grebe  (MM,  >5,  B) 

Red-necked  Grebe  (A) 

Slavonian  Grebe  (A,  N) 

Black-necked  Grebe  (A) 

All  petrels  (A,  D) 

All  shearwaters  and  Fulmar  (A,  D) 

Gannet  (A,  N) 

Cormorant  (MM,  S) 

Shag  (A,  N) 

Bittern  (A,  N) 

Grey  Heron  (MM,  >15,  B) 

Little  Egret/Purple  Heron  (A,  D) 

White  Stork/Spoonbill  (A,  D) 

Mute  Swan  (MM,  >30,  B) 

Bewicks/Whooper  Swans  (A,  N) 

Wild  geese  (A,  N) 

Greylag  Goose  (MM,  B) 


Canada  Goose  (MM,  >200,  B) 
Egyptian  Goose  (A) 

Shelduck  (MM.  S) 

[Ruddy  Shelduck  (A)] 
Mandarin  (A) 

[Wood  Duck  (A)] 

Wigeon  (A) 

Gadwall  (MM.  S) 

Teal  (MM,  S) 

Mallard  (MM,  >200,  B) 

Pintail  (A) 

Garganey  (A) 

Shoveler  (MM,  S) 

Red-crested  Pochard  (A) 
Pochard  (MM,  >10,  S) 
Ferruginous  Duck  (A,  D) 
Tufted  Duck  (MM.  >20.  B) 
Scaup  (A.  D) 

Eider/Long-tailed  Duck  (A,  N) 
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Common  Scoter  (A,  N) 

Velvet  Scoter  (A,  D) 

Goldeneye  (A) 

Smew  (A) 

Red-breasted  Merganser  (A,  N) 
Goosander  (A) 

Ruddy  Duck  (A) 

Red  Kite  (A,  D) 

All  harriers  (A,  D) 

Goshawk  (A,  D) 

Sparrowhawk  (A) 

All  buzzards  (A,  D) 

Osprey  (A,  D) 

Kestrel  (>5,  B) 

Merlin/Peregrine  (A,  D) 

Hobby  (A) 

All  partridges  (>5,  S) 

Quail  (A,  D) 

Pheasant  (>20,  B) 

Water  Rail  (A) 

Spotted  Crake/Corncrake  (A,  D) 
Moorhen  (MM,  >20,  B>5) 

Coot  (MM,  >20,  B>5) 

Crane  (A,  D) 

Oystercatcher  (A) 

Avocet  (A,  N) 

Stone-curlew  (A,  D) 

Little  Ringed  Plover  (A) 

Ringed  Plover  (A) 

Kentish  Plover  (A,  D) 

Dotterel  (A,  D) 

Golden  Plover  (A) 

Grey  Plover  (A) 

Lapwing  (P,  >10,  B) 

Knot  (A) 

Sanderling  (A) 

Little  Stint  (A) 

Temminck’s  Stint  (A,  D) 

Curlew  Sandpiper  (A) 
Pectoral/Purple  Sandpipers  (A,  D) 
Dunlin  (MM,  >5,  S) 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  (A,  D) 
Ruff  (A) 

Woodcock/Jack  Snipe  (A) 

Snipe  (MM,  >3,  S) 

All  godwits  (A) 

Whimbrel/Curlew  (A) 

Spotted  Redshank  (A) 

Redshank  (MM,  >5,  S) 
Greenshank  (A) 


Green/Wood  Sandpiper  (A) 

Common  Sandpiper  (A) 

Turnstone  (A) 

All  phalaropes  (A,  D) 

All  skuas  (A,  D) 

Mediterranean  Gull  (A,  N) 

Little  Gull  (A) 

Sabine’s  Gull  (A,  D) 

Black-headed  Gull  (MM,  >50) 
Ring-billed  Gull  (A,  D) 

Common  Gull  (MM,  >10) 

LBB/Herring  Gull  (MM,  >10,  B) 
Iceland/Glaucous  Gull  (A,  D) 
Great-black  Backed  Gull  (MM,  >10) 
Kittiwake  (A,  N) 

Sandwich  Tern  (A) 

Common  Tern  (MM,  >5,  B,  F&L) 

Arctic  Tern  (A,  N) 

Little  Tern  (A,  N) 

Black  Tern  (A) 

All  auks  (A,  D) 

Feral  Rock  Dove  (>100) 

Stock  Dove  (>10,  B) 

Woodpigeon  (>100,  B,  P) 

Collared  Dove  (>20,  B) 

Turtle  Dove  (A) 

Ring-necked  Parakeet  (A) 

Cuckoo  (S,  P,  F&L) 

All  owls  (A) 

Nightjar  (A,  N) 

Swift  (>50,  B,  P,  F&L) 

Kingfisher  (MM,  S) 

Hoopoe/Wryneck  (A,  D) 

All  woodpeckers  (MM,  T) 
Woodlark/Shore  Lark  (A,D) 

Skylark  (>25,  B,  P) 

Sand  Martin  (>20,  B,  F&L,  P) 
Swallow/House  Martin  (>50,  B,  F&L,  P) 
Tawny/Richard's  Pipits  (A,  D) 

Tree  Pipit  (A) 

Meadow  Pipit  (>25,  B,  P) 

Rock  Pipit  (A) 

Water  Pipit  (A,  N) 

Yellow  Wagtail  (A) 

Grey  Wagtail  (MM,  S) 

Pied  Wagtail  (>5,  B) 

Waxwing  (A,  N) 

Dipper  (A,  D)Wren  (>10,  T) 

Dunnock  (>10,  T) 

Robin  (>10,  P,  T) 
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Nightingale  (A) 

Blue/Great  Tit  (>20,  T) 

Bluethroat  (A,  D) 

Nuthatch  (>  1 0,  T) 

Black  Redstart/Redstart  (A) 

Treecreeper  (>3,  T) 

Whinchat/Stonechat  (A) 

Golden  Oriole  (A,  D) 

Wheatear  (A) 

All  shrikes  (A,  D) 

Ring  Ouzel  (A) 

Jay  (>15,  B>5,  P) 

Blackbird  (>20,  P,  T) 

Magpie  (>15,  B>5) 

Fieldfare/Redwing  (>20,  F&L,  P) 

Jackdaw/Rook  (>20,  B) 

Song  Thrush  (>20,  P,  T) 

Carrion  Crow  (>50,  B>5) 

Mistle  Thrush  (>10,  T) 

Raven  (A,  D) 

Cetti’s  Warbler  (A,  D) 

Starling  (>500.  B>10) 

Grasshopper  Warbler  (A) 

House  Sparrow  (>200,  B>10) 

Savi’ s/Aquatic  Warbler  (A,  D) 

Tree  Sparrow  (A) 

Sedge/Reed  Warbler  (>5,  F&L,  T) 

Chaffinch  (>50,  B>5.  P) 

Marsh  Warbler  (A,  D) 

Brambling  (A) 

Hippolais  warblers  (A,  D) 

Serin  (A,  D) 

Dartford/Barred  Warbler  (A,  D) 

Greenfinch  (>50,  B>5.  P) 

Lesser  Whitethroat/Whitethroat 

Goldfinch  (>30,  B,  P) 

(>5,  F&L,  T) 

Siskin  (>5,  S) 

Garden  Warbler  (>5,  F&L,  T) 

Linnet  (>50.  B,  P) 

Blackcap  (>  10,  F&L,  T,  W) 

Twite  (A,  D) 

Pallas  ’s/Yellow-browed  Warbler  (A,  D) 

Redpoll  (>5,  S) 

Wood  Warbler  (A) 

Crossbill  (A,  N) 

Chiffchaff  (>10,  F&L,  T,  W) 

Scarlet  Rosefinch  (A,  D) 

Willow  Warbler  (>10,  F&L,  T) 

Bullfinch  (>10,  B) 

Goldcrest  (>5,  T) 

Hawfinch  (A) 

Firecrest  (A) 

Lapland  Bunting  (A,  D) 

Spotted  Flycatcher  (>10,  F&L,  T) 

Snow  Bunting  (A,  N) 

Pied  Flycatcher  (A) 

Yellowhammer  (>10.  T) 

Bearded  Tit  (A,  N) 

Ortolan/Cirl  Bunting  (A,  D) 

Long-tailed  Tit  (>20,  T) 

Reed  Bunting  (>10,  T.  P) 

Marsh/Willow  Tit  (A) 

Com  Bunting  (>5,  T) 

Coal  Tit  (>20,  T) 

In  addition  to  the  above,  full  descriptions  are  required  for  species  assessed  by  the  British 
Birds  Rarities  Committee.  Description  forms  are  available  from  the  Editor  on  request.  All 
records  of  escapes  are  also  welcomed  by  the  Society.  All  records  of  hybrids  and  birds 
showing  plumage  aberrance  are  also  required.  In  difficult  cases,  e.g.  Aythya  hybrids, 
supporting  notes  are  required. 

Sub-species 

All  records  of  sub-species/races  are  required.  In  some  cases  notes  are  required,  e.g. 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn  and  races  of  Yellow  Wagtail  other  than  M.f.  flavissima.  In  mans 
other  instances  notes  may  not  be  required  but  in  difficult  cases  please  provide  your 
reasons  for  assigning  the  record  to  a  particular  sub-species/race.  Such  cases  could  be: 

Yellow-legged  Herring  Gull 
Greenland  Wheatear 
Races  of  Chiffchaff 
Northern  Willow  Warbler 
Hooded  Crow 
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Mealy  Redpoll 
Northern  Bullfinch 

Rock  Pipit:  when  given  suitable  viewing  conditions  please  record  which  race  of  Rock 
Pipit  you  encountered  and  submit  the  reasons  for  your  belief. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  contributors  for  their  records  -  without 
your  enthusiastic  support  we  could  not  produce  the  annual  London  Bird  Report. 

Mark  Hardwick,  on  behalf  of  the  Records  Committee,  September  1993. 


Birdline  East  Anglia  a 
®  0891  700  245 1 


•  •  •  • 


0891  700  245  and  listen  to 
the:  latest  bird  sightings  in 
the  regign.  If  you  can’t  get 
through,  dial  our  back  up  number 
0891  700  254 

• 

Please  phone  your  sightings 
to  0603  763388  and  leave 
message  on  answer-machine. 
For  details  of. how  to  phone  this  number 
FREE  .contact.  Robin  Chittenden  -on 
0603  633326  . 


Birdline  East  Anglia,  65  Sandringham  Road, 
Norwich,  Norfolk  NR2  3RZ.  Tel.  0603  633326 

0891  CALLS  CHARGED  AT  36p  PER  MIN  CHEAP  RATE,  48p  PER  MIN  ALL  OTHER  TIMES 


FOR  ALL  THE  LATEST  BIRD  NEWS 
FROM  LONDON,  THE  HOME  COUNTIES 
AND  THE  SOUTH-EAST,  PHONE 

BIRDLINE  SOUTH  EAST 

089 1  700  240 

FEATURING  NEWS  FROM  ALL  THE  MAIN  RESERVES, 
OBSERVATORIES  AND  BIRDWATCHING  SITES 

'T- 

FULL  DIRECTIONS  AND  GRID  REFERENCES  PROVIDED 

PHONE  YOUR  LATEST  BIRD  NEWS  TO  THE  B.S.E.  HOTLINE 

ON  0426  933  933  AND  CONTRIBUTE  TOWARDS 
LOCAL  CONSERVATION 

B.S.E.  REPORTS  FOR  1992  AVAILABLE  PRICE  £3.50 
(INC.  P+P)  FROM  THE  ADDRESS  BELOW 
(CHEQUES  PAYABLE  TO  "BIRDLINE  S.  E.') 

^  Calls  charged  at  36p/min  cheap  rate  48p/mln  at  all  other  times  (Inc.  VAT)  ^  -A 

B.S.E.  PO  Box  481 ,  London  SE20  8LZ.  && 


Notes  for  Contributors 


The  Editor  welcomes  papers,  short  notes  and  photographs  relating  to  the  ornithology  of 
the  London  Area  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  authors  on  the  acceptability  of  material  at 
draft  stage  if  desired.  Papers  should  be  submitted  not  later  than  the  end  of  April  if  they  are 
to  be  considered  for  publication  in  the  same  year,  but  details  should  be  given  in  advance. 

Manuscripts  Texts  should  be  typed,  on  A4  paper  using  only  one  side  of  each  sheet,  or, 
preferably,  submitted  on  an  IBM  PC/AT  compatible  computer  diskette  either  in  plain 
ASCII  text  files  or  Word  Perfect/Microsoft  Works/Lotus  Symphony  word  processor  files. 
Underlining  should  be  used  only  for  words  to  be  set  in  italics. 

Style  English  names  of  birds  and  other  animals  require  initial  capitals  except  after  a 
hyphen,  but  group  names  and  flowers  do  not.  Scientific  names  should  be  underlined  for 
italics,  but  only  the  first  (generic)  name  should  have  an  initial  capital.  Their  use  in  the  text 
is  optional  if  listed  in  The  British  Birds  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic.  Dates 
should  take  the  form  Apr  28th  1992;  numbers  under  11  should  be  spelt  out  in  text; 
fractions  should  be  decimalised  and,  whenever  possible,  metric  equivalents  should  be 
given  in  brackets  after  English  measurements.  Full  points  should  be  omitted  from  well- 
known  initials,  such  as  BTO,  LNHS  and  RSPB,  and  also  from  ‘eg’,  ‘ie’  and  ‘et  al\ 
Quotation  marks,  if  used,  should  be  single  not  double.  Any  references  to  publications 
should  be  given  in  full,  with  the  name  spelt  out  and  underlined  for  italics.  References 
should  adopt  the  following  style: 

HARRISON,  J.,  &  GRANT,  P.J.,  1976.  The  Thames  Transformed.  London. 

MOON,  A.V.,  1988.  The  influx  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  and  other  Seabirds  in  October  1987. 
Lond.  Bird  Rep.  52:  121-132. 

Illustrations  Figures,  graphs  and  photographs  in  papers  are  welcomed.  Artwork  should 
not  be  prepared  until  size  of  reproduction  is  known  and  the  Editor  has  been  consulted. 

Photographs  Prints  must  allow  sufficient  background  for  masking  and  block-making.  If 
sent  by  post  they  must  be  packed  in  a  board-backed  envelope  or  otherwise  protected  to 
prevent  damage. 

Proofs  Authors  of  papers  and  short  notes  will  be  sent  proofs,  if  requested,  but  only 
printers’  mistakes  may  be  changed  at  this  stage. 

Reprints  Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  (but  not  short  notes  or  reviews)  are  provided  if 
ordered  by  authors  in  advance.  Larger  quantities  are  charged  at  cost. 

All  material  for  publication  should  be  submitted  to  the  Editor,  Mark  A.  Hardwick,  The 
Garden  Flat,  13  Southcote  Road,  Tufnell  Park,  London  N19  5BJ  (telephone  071-700- 
2745). 
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